
CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

Depression and War

Depression had been creeping up on Rangiora throughout the nineteen-
twenties. A number of shops had closed in 1925 and yet the following
year the 'Standard" thought that there were still too many for the business
being done. Unemployment appeared in 1927 but the first pleas for work
and relief seem to have been dealt with quite adequately by the Borough
Council which called for donations for a fund for the relief of the destitute
and placed it under the control of the mayor.

In the summer of 1927-8 the situation was reported to have deteriorated.
Faced with falling incomes farmers were said to be co-operating with one
another and working long hours to avoid employing casual workers and
so at a time when the demand for seasonal labour was usually high the
mayor was being approached almost daily to provide relief. During the
winter of 1928 pupils of the Rangiora High School began sending food
and clothing to Christchurch for the unemployed there but the demand
for charity at home became so pressing that a Benevolent Committee was
set up to collect and distribute supplies locally. By Christmas the mayor's
relief fund was exhausted and brass brand concerts and special church
collections were among the measures being taken to raise money to provide
Christmas cheer for needy families.

The situation steadily worsened. Late in 1930 an unemployment commit-
tee was formed and by March 1931 the number of men known to be with-
out work exceeded one hundred. The sewerage and water works eased
the problem a little but when these were completed the borough prepared
itself for a long period of difficulty to which, in 1931, it could see no
end.

The population had been rising very slowly since 1921 to reach 2,239
in 1936 and the borough could now boast a range of amenities many other
towns might envy. Kaiapoi, for instance, had no high pressure water supply
or sewerage system and at 1600 its population seemed to be quietly slipping
away. The Borough Council now had no great civic projects in prospect
and so was concerned mainly with balancing its accounts after the heavy
expenditure of the nineteen-twenties. The architecture of High Street re-
mained quite static throughout the 'thirties, in contrast to its steadily-
changing appearance in the period 1910-30, except, perhaps, at the corner
of Percival Street where a new post office appeared in 1936 under unusual
political circumstances. A new social event was marked up on the calendars.
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A large number of town and district societies, clubs and institutions which
had been founded between 1870 and 1890, and which had survived, cel-
ebrated their jubilees with reunions, dinners and balls. These in turn in-
spired many of those who could still recall their trials in the early days
of the settlement to write and reminisce and the pages of the Standard
and particularly of a new paper, The North Canterbury Gazette, began to
feature articles of an historical nature.

The North Canterbury Gazette was the third major newspaper to come
out in opposition to The Standard since 1918. The first was the Rangiora
Record which was established by R. J. Logan a former printing apprentice
of the Marlborough Express. Logan had been editor of the Kaiapoi Record
and after the Kaiapoi plant was burnt out Logan started his Rangiora
paper in 1924 in an old wooden building on High Street used by Plackett
the painter and formerly the Methodist Free Church from Victoria Street.
Another paper, the North Canterbury News, also started up in 1924. It
was edited by a man named Woodward who had an office on the upper
floor of Bridget's building on the corner of Victoria Street and it was printed
by the Waimate Publishing Company, publishers of the Waimate Advertiser
and for whom Woodward had been chief reporter. This paper failed after
a year or two and was incorporated into Logan's Record. The High Street
newspaper building was partly destroyed by fire in 1932 and Logan sold
what was left to Oliver Duff. Duff re-established the plant round the corner
in Ashley Street and re-named the paper when he published its first issue
on 12 August 1932, promising that this new venture would be more than
an attempt to make a hard living in hard times. In fact The Gazette
flourished as an eight-page bi-weekly of some quality, well supported by
business, sports and societies and giving in return an excellent coverage
of local news as well as providing a forum for comment and debate on
a wider spectrum of current affairs.

The Standard and North Canterbury Guardian on the other hand had
become a stereotyped almost newsless one-leaf memorial to the printing
styles of the eighteen-eighties. Its proprietor, Henry Turner, had been an
employee of the first publishers, a partner and then owner and had moved
the plant in 1884 from its original site in Victoria Street to a new building
in Ashley Street. The newspaper was an accessory of his jobbing business
and he strove against competition and changing times to keep it on the
street once a week. Now, in the nineteen-thirties, Turner was its editor,
reporter, compositor, printer and delivery boy, but his sixty years associ-
ation with the paper came to an end in August 1936 when the printing
works was badly damaged by fire. At eighty-five years of age Turner vowed
he would start again but didn't do so.1

Two months after The Standard folded Duff disposed of The Gazette

1 North Canterbury Gazette 1 Sept 1936
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to two of his employees, Logan's son, R. G. A. Logan, and S. Brookes,
young men and members of a small group of Rangiora mountaineers and
alpine explorers who were very active in the Southern Alps at that time.
Logan took the paper over in 1937 and apart from a war-time break ran
it until 1951.

Oliver Duff wanted The Gazette to reflect the opinions and outlook of
the rural community in which he now worked and in moulding his paper
to this purpose he was perfectly in tune with the philosophy of the Head-
master of the Rangiora High School, J. E. Strachan.If there was any contro-
versy about in those years, over and above the general economic problems
at large, then it centred around Strachan's pioneering experiments in rural
and community education, his introduction of more relevant themes into
the secondary school curriculum and his faith in pupil responsibility and
self-government. While this adventure in innovative education aroused
widespread interest throughout New Zealand and was to become widely
adopted and extended in the education service after the Second World
War, there were a number of parents and prominent people in the town
who could only regard it all with deep suspicion and so debate, and hot-
headed attack and defence, frequently exploded across Duff's pages. The
editor, a strong supporter of Strachan's ideals, gave the pupils of the High
School a weekly page which their editorial committee used seriously and
qualitatively. Duff made education reform a part of his platform when,
as an independent, he challenged the Rt. Hon. G. W. Forbes for the
Hurunui seat in the 1935 election, polling well and losing honourably and
with Strachan among his active working supporters.

But if a distinct vitality could be detected in the pages of the North
Canterbury Gazette and the classrooms and staffroom of the Rangiora High
School apathy reigned elsewhere; certainly it was the keynote of the mu-
nicipal elections of 1933. William Rowse offered the mayoral chair to any-
body who wanted it, but nobody did, and so he was returned in the first
uncontested election since 1918. This may not have been altogether surpris-
ing for the office now carried with it the chairmanship of the Rangiora
Unemployment Committee and at that time 155 men were out of work.
By November 1933 their number had risen to 224.2

The Rangiora Unemployment Committee co-ordinated the various pro-
jects which were started under the Government's work schemes, the num-
ber four scheme on farms (but not during harvest) and the number five
scheme (local body work), as well as all the efforts to provide charitable
aid and assistance for those who now found themselves without sufficient
support. The Benevolent Committee kept watch over the elderly, one-
parent families and pensioners. Rowse, C. S. Ayers and H. M. Chappeil,

2Ibid 21 Nov 1933. Unemployment figures were published regularly in the Gazette and came
from the committee's office in Victoria Street and the council chambers.
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the comittee's secretary and bureau officer, carried the main load while
the local bodies attempted to find relief work. The unemployed planted
trees down by the river, trimmed hedges, dug ditches and wells, grubbed
grass and looked for fireblight among the district's fruit trees, but there
were too many men and too few jobs. Work was rationed so that they
would earn at least a few shillings for three or four days employment.

The situation was alleviated by the commencement of a flood protection
scheme at the Ashley by the Public Works Department of Government.
Gassed as developmental work the Ashley project required the construction
of high flood banks and groins along the river from the junction of the
Okuku down to the sea, especially on the lower south side where the river
had regularly broken out over the years from Fernside to Waikuku. Because
of its scope the scheme was used to help mop up unemployment elsewhere
in Canterbury and the Borough Council had to fight to have Rangiora
men included on it. But it succeeded and work began in May-June 1933.
Two camps were built, one at Fernside for Christchurch men and the other
at Rangiora on the west side of the southern approach to the traffic bridge
at Waikuku. The men built the stop banks with picks, shovels and wheel-
barrows, filling their barrows in the riverbed, wheeling them up long nar-
row planks to the bank face then tipping them over the end. They were
paid by the day at first but a roster system operated here also and the
best a man could hope for was a fortnight on and a fortnight off.3

Not content to leave their fate entirely in the hands of the Government
Employment Board and the local committee the relief workers also organ-
ised. They formed the Rangiora and District Relief Workers Association
which joined with similar organisations at Kaiapoi and Oxford in the Can-
terbury Country Districts Unemployed Workers Union. The leading figure
in the Rangiora Association was its secretary, J .E. Dawson, and his com-
mittee met regularly to consider matters affecting the unemployed; such
things as work insurance, transport to work, the occasional eviction of mem-
bers from their homes for non-payment of rent, discrimination against relief
workers seen drunk or convicted of alcohol-related offences in the courts'
and rates of pay, particularly as they compared with rates paid in other
districts. Dawson also kept Rowse informed of any cases of hardship of
which he was unaware for the provision of charitable aid occupied much
of the unemployment committee's energies during the early nineteen-
thirties. The Association even held an annual relief workers dance in the
Oddfellows Hall.4

The rationing of work and the use of short time, the inevitable drying

3Ibid 10 Feb. 26 May. 9 Jun, 14 Jul, 3 Nov. 12 Dec 1933.
4Ibid 8. 18 Aug; 8,12 Dec 1933. Three relief workers were killed, one falling from a truck
while returning from a tree-topping job, the second crushed by a branch while cutting free
firewood at the race-course, and a third in a rock fall in the Greta cutting.
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up of local body work and the increasing reliance of many on sustenance
payments, meant that there were a growing number of Rangiora families
scarcely able to live. When the Farmers Co-op, closed down the eastern
section of its department store part was taken over for a relief depot and
stocked with food and clothing, particularly in the winter. Appeals went
out for money, boots and shoes, clothing and toys for children at Christmas,
blankets and foodparcels. Money was raised for the purchase and distri-
bution of flour, potatoes and coal. Pine plantations at Waikuku Beach and
at the racecourse were among those cut to provide free firewood while
the Borough Council planted potatoes on its reserves. Large quantities of
meat which would have sold in the butcher's shops for sixpence or eight-
pence a pound were sold to the unemployed for a penny. In July 1933
about 126 families were getting some supplies from the depot, by the winter
of 1934, 158.

The steady fall in the incomes of the district farming community and
the rising number of unemployed was having a depressing effect on High
Street. In order to infuse a little excitement into the summer holiday and
to stimulate trading the businessmen sponsored a pre-Christmas carnival
or festivity week, the first being held in December 1932. During Festivity
Week, High Street was illuminated and dressed in greenery as had been
the custom on special occasions in years long past and a programme of
competitions, concerts, dances, sports and processions provided daily enter-
tainment. The narrow entrance to Good Street was claimed by the children
for their fireworks-letting on Christmas Eve and a bonfire was lit in the
old disused shingle pit further up the road. It was all designed to draw
people into the town, to give a little pleasure to those who now had diffi-
culty finding it and to help keep the shop-keepers going. As the Gazette
put it, Rangiora was whistling to keep its spirits up and letting the outside
world know that it was still alive, but there were doubts after the first
festival or two as to whether the week had really been successful. Those
doubts were dispelled at Christmas 1935 when the great crowds that swelled
along the footpaths were proof that suddenly there had been a change
for the better. The reason was political. Over two-hundred relief workers
had come into the town with their double wage pay-out and pensioners
and other beneficiaries had been given a Christmas bonus following the
Labour Party's victory in the election of that year. It was the turning of
the tide.

Politics dominated the. mid-thirties when Rangiora's traditional liberal
bias was put to a new test. Its member in the House of Representitives
was now the Rt. Hon. G. W. Forbes whom it had inherited when it was
removed from the Kaiapoi electorate and placed in Hurunui for the 1928
election. David Buddo, Rangiora's man win or lose since 1893, retired in
1928 and Forbes, anxious to win the town's big liberal vote oyer to the
United label his party now wore, made Rangiora his headquarters and
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delivered his final speech there in the saleyards. As it turned out he was
rewarded with a good majority in both the town and the electorate and
then went on to succeed Sir Joseph Ward as Prime Minister in 1930.

Burdened by the responsibilities of his leadership of the depression co-
alition government Forbes had little to do with Rangiora until July 1934
when, tired and worried after a difficult week in the House, he called in
on his way home to Cheviot to receive a deputation. The town badly needed
a new post office, he was told, and had asked very little of him since
1928. Forbes understood and plans were soon in hand for the demolition
of the old post office and its replacement. It was eventually attacked by
a gang of men armed with mauls and crowbars but it resisted stoutly before
the site was levelled. Then, in October 1935, and to everybody's surprise,
Forbes announced that he would lay the foundation stone on Labour Day,
only two weeks away. The contractor, unconsulted and quite unprepared,
protested that it would take at least a month to make the site ready and
so, as a compromise, the stone was laid on 8 November, in the middle
of the election campaign. In the uncertain political climate of that time
the Prime Minister badly needed Rangiora's support again. Furthermore,
he confided, it was the first foundation stone he had laid in the twenty-
seven years he had been a Member of Parliament.5

The election campaign had warmed up early with the Labour Party,
now the major opposition party, sending three of its leading speakers,
Walter Nash, E. J. Howard and D. J. Sullivan to Rangiora on 12 July
1935 to explain its guaranteed price, fair wage and worker security policies.
They got a good hearing. Forbes's pre-election address in the Town Hall
for the National Coalition was noisier than usual but quite good-humoured
and in the face of Labour's landslide victory he retained his seat with
a much-reduced majority. In Rangiora the voters abandoned Forbes, the
majority voting for D. C. Davie (Labour) and Oliver Duff (Independent)
and showing that they were ready for change for the first time in nearly
fifty years.

When he opened the new post office on 1 September 1936 Forbes there-
fore performed the ceremony as a Member of Parliament and Leader of
the Opposition. While construction was in progress George V died and
so the monogram of his successor Edward VIII was worked in iron over
the entrance and in mosaic on the floor of the vestibule. But the new
king, of course, abdicated in December and so the Rangiora post office
was destined to carry the insignia of a monarch who was never crowned
— a rare distinction, among New Zealand's public buildings.

After that brighter Christmas of 1935 and the New Year holiday the
relief workers returned to the Ashley to find that the basis of their rates
of pay had been changed. Their daily rate of twelve shillings had been

Mbid. 10.13 Jul 1934; 15 Oct, 8 Novl935.
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exchanged for a piece-rate per barrow-load of sand and shingle, and, claim-
ing that they would now earn less than before the whole Ashley work
force went on strike. The Ashley relief workers strike was seen as the first
test of strength of the new Labour Government by its supporters and its
new and untried Minister of Public Works, Robert Semple, hastened to
the river on 9 Janauary 1936. With the first of many Semplean homilies
which the Minister was to deliver during his years in office he told the
Ashley workers — 'I want to tell you straight that no one is going to play
pitch and toss with the Labour government. Anyone who gets in our way
is our enemy. If any man thinks he is going to dump his lazy frame on
the Public Works Department he is making a hell of a mistake.' Semple
offered the startled men another penny a barrow and they went back to
work to discover that their earnings had increased to over fifteen shillings
a day.6

About six weeks after the strike the relief workers swiftly abandoned
their camp by the bridge, escaping along the railway embankment as the
Ashley again rose to a very dangerous height. Their new stop-bank was
breached in three places and the overflow left much the same mess and
destruction down the south side to Waikuku as it had in 1923. Strong
criticism of the protection works was heard but Robert Mclntyre the engin-
eer in charge pointed out that the new banks, although much higher than
they had been in 1923, had actually been topped not broken through, and
that this confirmed his view that this flood, of about 83,000 cusecs, was
much greater than that of 1923. Rangiora had, in fact, been saved from
disaster for the riverbed above the town was higher than High Street. The
flood of February 1936 was a good test of the bank and groin system
and while the damage ensured more work for the unemployed, it also
proved that the Rangiora area could never really be absolutely protected
from those rare and unpredictable high floods which surged down the Ash-
ley every twenty years or so.7

The Ashley protection works were completed as a standard pay job
towards the end of 1938 and handed back to the Ashley River Trust. The
scheme, first devised by an engineer named F. C. Hay in 1926 to cope
with a flood of 45,000 cusecs, had cost over 200,000 pounds, had taken
five years to complete and at one time had provided employment for up
to five hundred men. Thirteen miles of stop banks had been built as well
as twenty-two angled groins on each side of the river while nine traction
engines had been used to haul out willow thickets choking the lower
reaches. After the 1936 flood the height of the banks was increased and
belts of willows were planted as an additional defence.

In the middle of that eventful summer of 1935-6, the Mayor died sud-

6lbid 10, 17 Jan 1936
7lbid 21, 28 Feb 1936.
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denly. Although trained as a draper and yet earning his living as a news-
paper reporter in Rangiora for twenty years, Rowse was in fact the son
of Wesley an Maori missionary and had been brought up on Maori mission
stations. A kind and gentle man he not un-naturally felt a deep sympathy
for those around him who were facing hardship and ruin and his charitable
work, it was thought, had hastened his death. He was also the last of a
line of mayors going back to the eighteen-eighties, heavily represented by
men who were strongly devoted to the Methodist Church or to the prohib-
ition movement. Rowse died just as the new Government was planning
to dismantle local control over unemployment relief and by the winter
of 1936 the Rangiora Unemployment Committee had been disbanded and
his relief depot closed.

THE TYLER YEARS

William Rowse had a logical successor. A week after his death a deputation
of thirty-three businessmen and councillors went to the home of Charles
Tyler and asked him if he would accept the mayoralty. A councillor since
1925 Tyler had had a long experience of borough affairs and had topped
the last council poll and he was, the deputation said, the only man who
could adequately fill the position. Tyler agreed and was sworn in on 17
January 1936. This procedure was to be repeated before a number of elec-
tions thereafter, the deputation calling on Tyler at his home or in his work-
shop and the Mayor agreeing to stand again.Never did he announce his
intention to stand and only once, in 1959, did anyone stand against him.
Consequently Charles Tyler was Mayor of Rangiora from January 1936
until his death in August 1961, a long period of twenty-six years which
saw the borough through the depression, through the Second World War
and the post-war years of recovery and into a period of greater population
increases and progress than it had ever experienced before.

Tyler was the son of C. A. Tyler who had a carrier business and livery
stable on the corner of Ivory and Alfred Streets and who also had had
active associations with the borough, particularly the Brass Band and Fire
Brigade. His interest in the brigade began as a boy when he would race
one of his father's horses round to the fire station to be the first there
to pull the steamer to the fire. His father was the brigade's engineer and
his brother, Albert, was Superintendent from 1911 to 1924. Charles Tyler
joined the brigade first in Christchurch while managing his father's city
depot but on his return to Rangiora he succeeded his brother and between
the two of them they superintended the Rangiora Fire Brigade for half
a century. He had also worked as a wagon driver for his father and drove
the passenger drag which ran between the railway station and the West
Belt. The Tyler brothers eventually took over the stables and cartage
businesss themselves and Charles Tyler exchanged his dray for a
Studebaker which he used as a taxi. He also became the borough's first
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traffic inspector and when the partnership with his brother was dissolved
he joined Herbert Gulliver in the undertaking firm of Gulliver and Tyler,
Gulliver doing the joinery and Tyler the funeral directing.

Tyler was sworn in a week after the Ashley relief workers abandoned
their strike and a month before the big flood of February 1936. The new
post office was opened later that year. The depression still lay heavily
en the town and business on High Street would not begin to pick up until
Christmas 1938 but in the three years of peace remaining before the war
the Borough Council, while following a policy of maintenance only and
careful management, took an initiative in several matters of importance
to the town but which would not be any expence to it. There was, for
instance, a severe shortage of houses and rental accommodation while the
closing of Dr Wills's private hospital, Brocklehurst, and Dr McPhail's
Braemar raised the possibility of converting the maternity hospital into
a general cottage hospital. The time had also arrived for the replacement
of the six old sectarian burial grounds with a modern communal cemetary
and the cry went out once again for the introduction of a new industry
to vary the economic base of the borough and to provide more jobs. The
quest for some kind of industrial plant was again in vain but the council's
promotion of forestry on the downs across the Ashley in the late nineteen-
thirties was a far-sighted move and eventually led to the creation of an
asset and an industry far more valuable than anything contemplated up
to that time.

In the town itself the Borough Council, after considering the implications
of the newly-introduced forty-hour week, was determined to modernise
its operations in order to get its work done more efficiently. It decided,
in 1936, that it should start by replacing its two horses and drays with
a motor-truck but this was accomplished with no great haste. Another of
the few improvements dating back to that pre-war era was the planting
of trees along certain streets to create avenues. A start was made with
Jennings Place and the East Belt in 1937 and Ayers Street followed but
the plan was shelved until the end of the war. A plan to form a north
belt in 1936 came to nothing.

At the same time the council turned its attention to the shortage of houses
and particularly to the dearth of cheap rental accommodation in the
borough. Submissions were made to the Government in 1937 and as a
result the state bought a block of land between Ashley and Good Streets
and at the end of that year tenders were called for the erection of eleven
state houses. Rangiora's first block of state houses occupied Dr W. B.
Tripe's original small-holding, Stoneycroft, a big old house known as
Castlemain being demolished to make way for the new units. Wirth's Circus
used to pitch its big tent in this paddock during its regular visits to the
town during the nineteen-thirties. Other blocks of state houses followed
over the years in Ivory, Victoria, White, Good, Church and Lindon Streets.
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The closing of the two private hospitals following the changing of medi-
cal regulations in the mid-'thirties led to the admission of selected medical
cases into the maternity hospital and in December 1940 extensions were
opened at the hospital to accommodate accident and emergency medical
cases. The cemetary question, however, was a borough matter and aroused
considerable debate. In its search for land for a public cemetary the
Borough Council proposed to buy a block on the Oxford Road but the
opposition of residents in that area forced it to look elsewhere. The borough
still owned the land on the river which Samuel Andrews, an original settler,
had given the town in 1880 but it was donated on the understanding that
it was to be for recreation purposes and named Maria Andrews Park.
Andrews had been adamant about this when an earlier council had tried
to dispose of it but now this useless piece of old river bank was seen as
a possible solution to the cemetary problem. In 1940 the status of the park
was changed by Order in Council from a recreation ground to a reserve,
prepared as a lawn cemetary and as the Maria Andews Lawn Cemetary
it was declared open in June 1942.

Another attempt to redress the lack of industry was made during the
last years of the depression and it met with both success and failure. Apart
from Archer's and Tutton's flourmills, two seed-cleaning plants, the Pear-
son sawmill at Southbrook and two or three small workshops Rangiora
had nothing in the way of any large industry, certainly nothing that would
compare with Kaiapoi's freezing works and woollen mill. In 1939 a linen
flax industry was promoted in the district and Rangiora entered the debate
with a bid for its site but the mill was built at Waikuku instead, attached
to the Andrews twine mill, the only flaxmill left of a once extensive indus-
try.

On the other hand a campaign had been successfully waged to persuade
the Government to establish a state forest across the river on the Mt. Grey
Downs. It had been estimated that between the Kowai and the gorge of
the Ashley there were about 16,000 acres of downs and hill country already
infested with spreading gorse and broom and which could never be cleared
with the techniques that were then avialable. The idea of planting pine
forests on this useless land was first mooted in 1936 when Charles Tyler,
in one of his first important acts as mayor, called a meeting of local body
leaders to discuss the planting of forest trees on the hills beyond Loburn.
The meeting was enthusiastic and Tyler went off to Wellington later in
the year with a deputation to put the matter to Government. Such a forest,
it was suggested, would be planted by unemployed labour under local body
control on land bought for the purpose by the Government and would
be a valuable source of employment now that the Ashley protection works
were nearly completed. Much poor land would be made productive and
the groundwork would be laid for an important future industry. A survey
of the Ashley country was begun in September 1936 and it was found
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that there were a number of farmers saddled with gorse-stricken land who
would be only too pleased to sell it for afforestation. A start was made
with the purchase of 4,900 acres on the Mt Grey Downs and the planting
of 395 acres of the Mona Maru estate in 1939. Originally James Pateman's
farm but now owned by Albert Tutton, the homestead became the forester's
house and a few single men's huts along a fence line down the hill below
were the beginning of a new settlement which was to become the Ashley
State Forest village. It was a fine investment for the future.8

Starting as it did at the beginning of the Second World War the Ashley
State Forest really had little impact on the district unemployment figures.
There were still 120 men on relief in 1938, while it was being planned,
and so this issue was still important when the time for the general election
came round. About two months before the election, on 3 August 1938,
the Labour Prime Minister, M. J. Savage, paid a visit to Rangiora. There
was an official reception for him at the Borough Council Chambers from
which Savage walked through an admiring crowd to the Town Hall and
where he spoke to a packed audience. The election in October showed
just how far the political pendulum had swung in Hurunui over the decade.
In 1931 G. W. Forbes had beaten R. J. Logan, an Independent Labour
canditate, by nearly four thousand votes but now his majority over the
Labour Government's candidate, H. E. Denton, was only 780. Rangiora
returned to the ranks of the left by 941 votes to 736. Forbes was to continue
as the Member for Hurunui until 1943 when he stood down and was suc-
ceeded by W. H. Gillespie who farmed near Cust.

The outbreak of war in September 1939 brought about another social
upheaval. At the very beginning the Borough Council was charged with
the organisation of emergency precaution schemes and the establishing of
community-based patriotic committees and so many calls were made on
its resources and time over the next five years that it could only strive
to keep rates down and maintenance going. It gave up its consideration
of an abattoir and a plan to turn many streets into avenues while festivity
week was abandoned and a great number of sports clubs and societies
went into recess. The North Canterbury Gazette closed on 21 December
leaving Rangiora without a newspaper of its own for the first time in sixty-
five years.

A recruiting team visited the borough early in 1940 and gradually the
town's ablest young single men and many of its family men volunteered,
or were later balloted, into the army, some of them following Howard
Kippenberger overseas. Howard Kippenberger was a High Street barrister
and solicitor who had always had a deep interest in military history and
tactics. A returned serviceman from the First World War he had been
a borough councillor from 1927 to 1935, a former captain of the Rangiora

8North Canterbury Gazette 25 Aug, 22 Sept 1936; 31 Aug, 3, 7 Sept 1937
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cricket team and commander of the local territorials, a platoon of the Can-
terbury Regiment. On the outbreak of war he sailed with the First Echelon
as Commanding Officer 20th Battalion. A great number of older business-
men, farmers and other men, perhaps unable to qualify for overseas service
health-wise or because they were in an essential industry, joined the Home
Guard which paraded in uniform at the Drill Hall on Sundays and exer-
cised at various points along the coast. There were other auxiliary organis-
ations to join and many people were caught up in them. The St. John
Ambulance received a big boost and the Red Cross, the Air Training Corp
and other bodies like them flourished in the emergency. Even high school
pupils were put into messenger units for the Red Cross. The racecourse
was converted into an army camp and so residents became quite accus-
tomed to soldiers marching along High Street and convoys of army lorries
passing through. The gasworks and water-tower were camouflaged against
air attack.9

Unemployment evaporated. A proposal to build more state houses in
1941 could nor proceed because of a shortage of labour and in 1944, it
was reported, all the council's office staff, all but one of the borough fore-
man's staff and half the electrical department staff had gone overseas. Most
businesses in the town could have affirmed the same. The High School
was experiencing a low roll because potential pupils were filling a demand
for labour, particularly on the land, while many housewives, who would
otherwise not have done so, joined the local labour force to help alleviate
a shortage.

The quality of life necessarily fell away quite markedly. There were elec-
tricity restrictions and black-out regulations to be observed and the ration-
ing of many essential foodstuffs one brought regularly for the home -
butter, sugar, tea and meat as well as clothing and petrol. Other commodi-
ties were very difficult to get. Holidays were taken very close to home
or not at all. For the young, sports ended at school for nearly all North
Canterbury competitions had ceased. Social life seemed to revolve round,
or to be dictated by, the need to raise money for various patriotic funds.
There were displays and parades, community singing, Saturday night
dances at the R.S.A and Sunday night concerts in the Town Hall after
church. The High School pupils were sent down to the river to collect
rsoe hips or they biked to Waikuku or Woodend Beach to search for ergot
in the marram grass. Or else it was scrap metal. It was a time of gleaning
and collecting and making use of things that had been discarded or thrown
away as waste. Homes were opened to American servicemen on leave who
were billeted in the town while others attended to the servicemen's social
centre in High Street. Towards the end of the war food parcels were regu-
larly made up and sent to England.

9 See also Chapter 'The Call to Arms'
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The years 1942-3 were very difficult years for the town with the casualty
lists coming through, everybody involved in the war effort and the Borough
Council severely restricted in what it could do. And yet it was in 1943
that the very first signs of light and hope appeared. The first soldiers began
to return home and a rehabilitation committee was set up under Charles
Tyler to help them take their place back in the community. The army
announced that it intended closing its camp at the racecourse and the per-
manent buildings there were made ready for a health camp. A small air
force training camp was being built on the Fernside Road but it was aban-
doned, probably unused. In 1944 the council started to discuss the up-
dating of the water supply and the difficult housing situation and by 1945
it was planning the extension of the sewerage system, noting the sudden
increase in sub-divisions of old sections. Cricket had started again and
many clubs and societies were planning their revival. Between the ending
of the war in Europe in May 1945 and the end of the Pacific campaign
in August the borough was hit by the most severe snow storm in its history.
It was 14 July and the town was blanketed with fourteen to sixteen inches
of snow and which did so much damage that the council's workmen and
the local tradesmen were kept busy for two years making repairs. This,
and a small flood the following month, brought the borough and the coun-
cil back to the problems of peace again and by the end of 1945 the council-
lors were considering a suggestion that they ought to be preparing a
development plan for the town.

The war years put a heavy strain on those leaders of the community
who were responsible for the success of the many patriotic activities and
none more than Charles Tyler. The Mayor took a personal interest in every
organisation which was set up and the job it had to do and he was indefati-;
gable in his attendance at every function that took place. He was always
a hard-working, dutiful and sincere representitive of the armed forces at
home and he is probably best remembered taking the floor or the stage
to express the gratitude of the town or of a particular audience. Tall and
well-built, his hair smoothed, thin and silken-white and dressed as always
in the inevitable black suit, he would begin as was his custom - 'Ladies
and gentlemen, girls and boys, one and all' - it was his standard introduc-
tion. Others will remember him, fireman's axe in hand, striding straight
through the front door of the burning Standard building or leading his
firemen into the smoke of some other fire. He was a public figure, always
in the public eye.

After the extensive change in its composition in 1929 the council settled
down into a solid corps of experienced men again from 1935 until the next
major re-shuffle in the municipal elections of 1947 and 1950, so that during
this time Tyler's councils always had much the same look about them.
Those who remained from the early years of the depression were Frank
Martyn, a farmer and builder of Bush Street, Joseph Ivory, a newspaper
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representitive and agent and Cecil Ayers. F. T. Ager, the manager of the
Farmers Co-op, W. T. N. Keir, the builder, W. C. Prosser, an accountant
and H. R. Taylor joined the council in 1935 while C. J. Smith, who had
taken over McGruer's drapery store about 1924, took Tyler's place in 1936.
Three others who were prominent during the nineteen-forties took their
seats in 1938. They were George Me Alpine, who had come to Rangiora
in 1925 and owned a timber yard near the Presbyterian Church, W. K.
Nicholson, a draper, and Norman Lewis, a baker and pastry-cook. L. P.
Devlin joined them in 1942. The longest serving of this group of councillors
was undoubtedly Cecil Ayers whose experience went back even further
than Tyler's. Ayers won his seat in May 1917, gave it up only to contest
the mayoralty successfully in 1929 and then returned to the council in
1933 after his defeat by Rowse in 1931. These last two years were his
only absence from the council chamber between 1917 and 1956. It was
commonly said, and erroneously, that he 'owned half the town' and his
success at the polls was partly attributed to his business accumen and the
belief that as a house builder and property owner he could be depended
on to keep the rates down. His long building experience, in fact, fitted
him for the chairmanship of the works and finance committees and
although cautious he had a sound knowledge of borough affairs. He rep-
resented the borough in its dealings over the Ashley in the nineteen-
twenties, fought for the water and sewerage schemes and worked with
Rowse on unemployment relief in the early 'thirties.

For the greater part of his long term in office, that is from 1936 to
1951, Tyler had an efficient Town Clerk and a good organiser in J. M.
Fraser. Fraser didn't have the easiest of times, with the depression and
the war to contend with but he fought hard, particularly, for the borough's
right to distribute its own electricity and he handled the council's loan
conversions during the 'thirties.1

Not unnaturally, after so long a time chairing changing councils, Tyler
became accustomed to running the ship. There are few mayors with whom
he can be compared. Blackett also liked to manage the business of the
borough but his influence was felt mainly in its formative years and as
the leader of a cause, Relph came into the town, put the Farmers Co-op,
on its feet, brought a progressive touch to the chamber when times were
economically bouyant and then left while Rowse was typical of a number
of mayors of the past, highly respected, a leading citizen and a figure-head
but hardly a dynamic leader of the council. He won three elections and
lost two during the last decade when there was anything of a spirited fight

'After a waste paper collection during the war Fraser, rummaging through the heap in the
council yard, found some bundles of old newspapers. They were the only existing files of
the Standard and North Canterbury Guardian. He extracted them and they are now in the
Parliamentary Library and on micro-film.
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for the mayoral chair.2 Charles Ivory Jennings, on the other hand, could
easily match Tyler for length of service, and more. He started a career
in journalism at the age of fourteen delivering papers, the Lyttelton Times
and Star, for which his father, formerly a carpenter and undertaker but
now a bookseller and stationer, was the agent. In course of time he suc-
ceeded to his father's business and in 1882 was appointed agent and corre-
spondent for the Lyttelton Times in Rangiora. Not long after, he was put
in charge of the company's interests throughout North Canterbury. The
Jennings shop was on the north side of High Street between the Junction
Hotel and the Bank of New Zealand but in later years he worked out
of a small office in Johnston's buildings. When he retired from journalism,
about 1931, his agencies were taken over by Joseph Ivory. Jennings, like
Charles Tyler, spent much of his life up and down High Street attending
to public business. In Jennings's case it was between 1885 and 1929; in
Tyler's from 1925 to 1961. As a newspaper reporter and agent Jennings
was acquainted with nearly every organisation in the town and it was said
of him that if he ever started reporting an activity he would finish up
running it. He began in 1878 at the age of eighteen as secretary of the
Horticultural Society, and of the Brass Band the following year, and among
his last public duties was the opening of the fives court at the High School
in 1943. In between he held office in a vast number of societies and organis-
ations and towards the end of his life he was affectionately known as 'Pa'
Jennings, the father of Rangiora. He lived on the south corner of Ashley
Street and Jennings Place and he died in 1947 at the age of eighty-seven.

Jennings filled the mayoralty twice, and nine years in all, and both he
and Tyler had difficult and exhausting war terms in which neither spared
himself and they did sit on the same councils, from 1925 to 1929. Together
they represented a continuity of council service covering seventy-six years.
Like Jennings Tyler became a member of countless boards and committees
but he extended his interests further a-field. He was chairman of the Lyttel-
ton Harbour Board (1947-9), president of the United Fire Brigades Associ-
ation (1931-2) and president of the New Zealand Fedaration of Funeral
Directors (1939-41). Tyler's mayoral style is the better known. Because
of his long experience of municipal affairs and his representation of the
borough in the provincial area he became very perceptive as to what the
issues were. He approached problems with a sound common sense and
there was never any evasiveness, uncertainty or verbosity about his chair-
manship; he was always decisive and blunt and spoke his mind. There
was, perhaps, a touch of the autocrat about him and towards the end he
was at loggerheads with the Businessmen's Association and the Ratepayers
2Since 1935, when Rowse defeated Robert Gillanders, the only mayoral challenger has been
the late B. A. Fitzpatrick, a grain and seed merchant and wholesale liquor dealer, who
failed to unseat Tyler in 1959, missed to L. E. Farr in the by-election which followed Tyler's
death and was defeated again by Farr in 1962.
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Association whose members sometimes held a caucus before council meet-
ings to decide business. Nevertheless, the public will remember him as
a conscientious and hard-working man, devoted to his office and to the
welfare of his town and his tall raw-boned, black-suited, familiar figure
striding along the footpaths of High Street.

During the nineteen-fifties Tyler and his councils began to feel the early
effects of an increasing population and they came in for some criticism
from an impatient public who demanded more 'progress'. In the middle-
'fifties a programme of street improvements was initiated and then new
sewerage treatment works and reticulation extensions were started. A new
fire station was built, a decision was made to become involved with pen-
sioner housing and a new park, Ashgrove Park, was acquired in the north-
west sector of the borough where new housing was beginning to appear,
the first substantial housing development since state housing was first pro-
vided just before the outbreak of war.

But the highlight of the later Tyler years was undoubtedly the cel-
ebrations to mark the centenary of the founding of Canterbury and which
took place in Rangiora from 24 October to 2 November 1950. There was
the inevitable procession, a custom on important occasions ever since 1887,
a grand carnival in Dudley Park, a pioneers' banquet and a children's
day, a duke contest, a centennial ball and performances of a musical
comedy-operetta titled ' A Time To Remember ' involving local script-
writers, musicians, the drama society and hosts of others. High Street was
decorated and the crowds turned out in their thousands. A great number
of residents were involved in its organisation and it was believed that on
no other occasion in the history of the town had so many people spent
so many happy hours together in preparing for such a pleasant and memor-
able occasion.

346


