
CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Changing Times

While depression dogged the early years of the borough this period also
saw some interesting developments in the history of the town. On 22 Dec-
ember 1877, between the public debate and the election for the first
borough council, a new reaper and binder imported by John Johnston was
put into a field of barley owned by a farmer named Mclntyre and a crowd
of farmers turned out to watch. The following month a competitive trial
between a Wood and a McCormick, one of a series, was held on Melford,
Charles Merton's farm, and a revolution in agricultural practice had begun.
The eighteen-seventies were also the decade of the railways in North Can-
terbury but industry adapted itself to steam power quite slowly and not,
at first, with completely satisfactory results. Woodford's first steam flour-
mill at Kaiapoi was an immediate failure and the first road steamer, which
was tried out on the North Road in 1871, was too heavy for the roads
and bridges of that day. A steam flour-mill failed in Ashley Street in the
early 'eighties but Seed's steam flax-mill at Southbrook was only shut down
by a slump in the fibre market. Seed did not have a steady supply of
water but those mills which did adapt to steam about 1890 used it mainly
as a stand-by and continued to rely on the cheaper power in their streams.
Portable steam plants had been in use for many years but the fire brigade
converted to steam only in 1884. Hardly a year passed now without the
appearance of some novel experiment or invention often displayed for the
first time as a form of public entertainment.

On 26 March 1878 twenty residents from Kaiapoi took part in what
a newspaper described as a telephonic concert. On this historic evening
W. G. Meddings, the Government Inspector of Telegraphs, linked seven
telephones at Kaiapoi by a single wire to the Addington station where
another group of people had assembled. The two small audiences, twelve
miles apart, entertained each other with songs and other musical items
over the telephones finishing formally with God Save the Queen and in
a state of some excitement. The first demonstration of the telephone in
Rangiora took place in August 1880 when William Meddings lectured to
an audience in the Institute Hall on the use of electricity for producing
motive power, in aid of the St. John Baptist organ fund. Telephones were
installed in a back room and connected by wire to Oxford where a vocal
and instrumental concert was in progress. The audience filed into the room
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This special attraction was a phonograph exhibited and operated by a priest
named Father Salvador.4 Very few people had heard one before but as
more cylindrical records became available the yearly round of entertain-
ment was varied with phonograph concerts which drew good audiences
up to about 1910.

But the most spectacular demonstration of those years was the ascent
of a hot air balloon just off High Street in October 1894. The owner of
the balloon was a showman named Professor Arthur Adair and it was
released from the rear of G. F. Smith's shop near the Junction Hotel. It
was market day and a big crowd assembled in the street to watch. The
professor was going to jump from it by parachute but the calico balloon
would rise no further than about five hundred feet. It hung there too low
for Adair to make his jump, and then drifted to rest about a quarter of
a mile away.5

By 1900 many people in Rangiora had seen a kinematograph show in
the Institute Hall. Advertised as Edison's latest electrical marvel this silent,
flickering, prototype of the moving picture was brought to town by a com-
pany called Drayton Brothers in 1897 and the jerky movements of people
and parades, and of Queen Victoria actually moving on the screen, brought
them spontaneously to their feet with bursts of loyal cheering.6

The very early programmes consisted of an hour of short runs, mainly
contrived dramas, comedy skits, news and town and country landscape
views and thrown on to a screen by strong calcium projector lamps powered
by storage batteries. Travelling companies like the Draytons, Huston
Brothers and Foley's Pictures brought the kinematograph to Rangiora ir-
regularly until the years 1909-10 or thereabouts, when a local operator
established a district circuit which included the town. In the years before
the First World War there were two competing halls showing moving pic-
tures, the Institute Hall which was used by the Lyceum Picture Company
and the Templar Hall in Albert Street where pictures were shown by Jack
Matthews. When the Lyceum's proprietor, Bob Little, was called up for
active war service Matthews took over the Institute Hall the name then
changing to Alexandra Pictures and the Templar Hall pictures were discon-
tinued.

On picture nights and before the show started the Brass Band entertained
waiting patrons on the road outside, playing by the smokey light of flaming
oil torches held there by three small boys who eagerly offered their services
in return for a free ticket. Inside, a projector stood half-way down the
hall. It was powered first by a steam traction engine, then an oil generator,
and sometimes, in an emergency, by Harry Hawkins's electric truck parked

4Ibid 31 Oct 1894
Mbid 24 Oct 1894
bThe Standard and North Canterbury Guardian 14 Apr 1897
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in the right-of-way on the west side of the hall. As the quantity of film
available improved the programme was composed of a first half of small
shorts and comedy while the second half contained the serious film. Now
and again there were musical and comedy items on the stage during the
interval and, if the film supply was thin, vaudeville-type acts were used
to fill the first half. Throughout the whole evening Alfred Hunnibell played
incidental music on the piano to the silent action on th screen above him,
fitting the mood of his playing to the mood of the film.

Bicycles first made their appearance on the borough streets in the early
eighties but, like the telephone, their convenience and usefulness were
not widely appreciated for another ten or even twenty years and until the
wheel size of the penny-farthing was reduced and more manageable models
became available. What was described as the first wheel race for bicycles
was included in the programme for the 1883 New Year's Day sports and
a bicycle club was formed the following year. The club catered for two
kinds of cyclists, the racers who competed at its meetings and sports gather-
ings at the Recreation Ground and tourists, that is, those who joined the
bicycle tours into the country to Cust, Woodend, Loburn, Amberley and
Waikuku. These excursions were only for the hardy for the roads of those
days demanded a degree of endurance from both the rider and his bicycle.
Consequently they were not that very popular.

The Borough Council eventually came to realise that it had a safety
problem on its hands and it asked the police to take proceedings against
anyone seen riding bicycles on the footpaths, the letter carrier not excep-
ting. It also demanded that cyclists use lights at night but not on those
moonlight nights when its own kerosine street lamps remained unlit as
an economy. With the waning of the moon, however, on came the lights
after sunset and police vigilance was resumed. A purge of the streets one
night in 1896 netted a number of young men but when the police sorted
out their catch they found that they had bagged a councillor, Charles Lux-
ton. Luxton duly appeared in the Magistrate's Court with the rest, explain-
ing to the Bench that he was quite unaware of any by-law covering his
offence. He was fined one shilling with seven shillings costs.7

The Borough Council purchased a large tricycle for its inspector and
foreman. James Smith filled this post for many years travelling the borough
streets on the machine and thereby earning himself the nick-name three-
wheel Smith which helped to distinguish him from the many other Smiths
in the town.

Thomas Boyd built the first locally-made bicycles in Rangiora. He had
opened a general machinist's business in 1878 and added the manufactur-
ing of bicycles to it about 1880. He later claimed that he had built the
first bicycles in New Zealand but he moved to Christchurch where he

'Press 18 Nov 1896
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started a larger bicycle factory. In the later eighteen-nineties, about 1897,
James Carmichael opened a bicycle shop in William Burt's concrete store
on the corner of Ashley Street and Station Road. Carmichael had the Star
and Swift bicycle agencies and he employed a mechanic named Harry
Martin. Martin was also keenly interested in motors and the town's first
motorcars were sold from this store. Early in 1901 he was demonstrating
an Eadie car, taking friends and businessmen for rides between High Street
and the showgrounds.

Dr Bernard Volckman of Oxford bought the first car at the end of 1901
to help him round his very large country practice. This particular model
was made by the Eadie Manufacturing Company of Redditch, England,
was driven by a two and three-quarter De Dion Bouton water-cooled en-
gine and could reach a speed of thirty miles and hour on a good open
road.8 Martin taught the doctor not only how to drive the machine but
also how to service it. Dr. Volckman must not be confused with Dr. Ronald
Volckman who took over Dr. Downes's practice opposite the Drill Hall.
Dr. Ronald Volckman is believed to have bought the first motorcycle in
the town and to have used it to do the daily round of his patients.

The Eadie motor car and the Star bicycle would be outnumbered by
the traps, gigs and drays on the roads of Rangiora for some years to come
while heavy road haulage remained beyond the capabilities of the petrol
engine. Canvas-covered wagons, or prairie schooners as they were some-
times called, carted freight about the countryside and the steam traction
engine was still queen of the roads. These machines, so useful as haulers
of heavy loads and as a power source as well, brought strings of grain,
wool and timber wagons into the railway sidings, the grain stores, builders'
yards and flourmills and from the beginning of the harvest through the
autumn they were to be seen pulling their trains of threshing mills, workers
huts and cookhouses from farm to farm.

The conversion of the traction engine into something more versatile was
begun in England in 1896 and the first steam freight wagon appeared
on High Street about 1902. This was a Foden steam truck and it had
been bought by C. A. Tyler who had a carrying business, stables and yards
on the corner of Ivory and Alfred Streets. Tyler's Foden still looked very
much like a converted traction engine with its boiler and chimney in front
of the driver's roofed cab. Behind the driver was a tray about four wool-
bales in length and width and the rear wheels were smaller than those
of a traction engine. It was the first motorised freight carrier in the town
and it frequently towed a pantechnicon, an enclosed all-weather van which
held furniture, perishables or fragile freight.

Motorcars, motor-cycles and steam trucks long remained a novelty and
photographs of the main streets taken before the First World War show

*Lvtie/ton Times 9 Oct 1901.
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them to be fairly bare of motors but sometimes with one or two happily
driving and parking anywhere they pleased. By the outbreak of war there
were a number in commercial use and the first taxi was available for hire
in 1913. It belonged to William Wright who left his job at the Kaiapoi
Woollen Mills to have the car on the road for the 1913 show. Wright
began by taking fares between the Bank of New Zealand and the
showgrounds at half-a-crown a trip and had so many customers that he
couldn't accommodate them all. About this time the Christchurch news-
papers were arriving by train and were being delivered by Larry Devlin
in his gig. But on Saturday nights the late sports editions of the Star and
the Sun, two Christchurch evening papers in hot competition, were brought
up by motorbike, one a red Indian Chief and the other a khaki Harley-
Davidson, their side-cars filled with newspapers. Their run was a regular
Saturday evening race out from Christchurch to Kaiapoi and through
Southbrook to be the first to reach the crowd which was always waiting
for them at Johnston's corner. Oxford received its first detailed account
of the declaration of war in 1914 from newspapers rushed up there in
the dark and over a shingled unlit road by a motorbike and side-car from
Rangiora.

By 1914 motor-vehicles of various kinds were common enough. In May
1913, for instance, the people of the district saw more cars in one day
then many had seen in their lives before. The occasion was a picnic and
sports meeting for part of the crew of the battlecruiser H.M.S. New Zealand
which was showing the flag at New Zealand's major ports. A fleet of one
hundred and twenty five cars was assembled at Lyttelton to bring two
hundred and fifty sailors up to Rangiora for the day, and the cavalcade
appeared out of a cloud of dust from the direction of Southbrook.9

The shops were closed and about four thousand people gathered in the
showgrounds to welcome them and watch the sports and entertainments.
The one-mile stretch of Ashley Street from the Bank of New Zealand to
the showgrounds was packed with cars in single file and close order the
whole distance and which roadside experts valued at forty thousand
pounds. John Sansom welcomed the men from the balcony of the sec-
retary's office, the Navy beat Rangiora three goals to one at soccer, William
Massey, the new Prime Minister, called in for afternoon tea and after a
programme of athletic sports the cars left for Lyttelton by way of Woodend
and Kaiapoi.

Carmichael had sold motor cars, accessories, petrol and oil but he did
not run a motor-repair garage in the modern sense. By 1910 he had become
agent for Clement Talbot and Humber cars and Triumph motorcycles but
selling and minor servicing was the extent of his involvement. The first
motor garage was opened in 1913 by John Johnston and Company in a

9Press 17 May 1913.
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wooden building in Victoria Street, probably the old hardware store. This
garage had the first Ford agency and was run by Johnston's son, William
Duncan Johnston. The old blacksmith and engineer, who had been in the
forefront of many an innovation in Rangiora for fifty years, had been
among the first to own a motor-car and his shop on the corner of Victoria
Street was the first in the town to be lit by electricity, produced by a gener-
ator in his workshop. But time had been taking a heavy toll of his contem-
poraries and, in 1915, Johnson died, about two years after the opening
of his garage.

THE CHANGING FACES ON HIGH STREET

The passing years were steadily thinning the ranks of those who had shaped
the character and destiny of the town and by the outbreak of the war
in 1914 only a very small handful of the young immigrants who had built
High Street and founded the borough were still taking some part in the
affairs of the community. Some had gone quite early. C. G. Chapman,
the first town clerk, died in 1882 and J. J. Robinson and Charles Merton
in 1885.

John Luxton, the oldest member of the first council, died in 1888 and
his neighbour on Betshanger, John Boys, followed a year later. Boys had
survived three wives and had left farm properties near Southbrook and
Fernside as well as a reputation in Romney breeding and as an acclimatisa-
tion'enthusiast.1 But his name was lost to the district. John Luxton's sons,
William and George, ran a butcher's business for many years while Charles
fanned the family farm, Forestdale. Both William and Charles Luxton
became councillors but George went north to the Waikato to be followed
by Charles who joined the small exodus from Rangiora to the new dairying
lands of the North Island, going to Taranaki in 1902.2

The eighteen-nineties claimed Solomon Stephens, in 1891, (bringing an
end to the nursery garden by the Plough Hotel), Archdeacon B. W. Dudley
in 1892, Captain Albert Parsons in 1897 and George Cone, that popular
promotor of new clubs, societies and industries, in 1898. George John
Leech, the first of the agricultural freehold farmers, passed away in 1902
but his sons, particularly Charles Leech, were already taking an active
part in town and country affairs.

In July 1907, a good year for the borough and one in which so much
progress seemed possible, the leading figure of its formative years, Henry
Blackett, died. Flags were flown at half-mast, business was suspended along
High Street for the funeral and C. C. Bowen, Rangiora's political ally in

•His fellow surveyor, Charles Torlesse, had died in England in 1866.
2Charies Luxton's family subsequently farmed in the Waikato and his grandson, J. F. Luxton,
Member of Parliament for Piako, became Deputy-Speaker of the House of Representaties.
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years gone by and now Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, sent a tele-
gram. It was almost the end of an era for William Buss, Blackett's opponent
in the borough debate of 1877-8, survived the old storekeeper by only
one year. Apart from that one occasion Buss had never taken part in local
politics, capable and entertaining speaker though he was, but he had done
very well in business. He had survived the collapse of two partners, John
Matson in 1886 and the New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Com-
pany in 1894, and he had owned two sheep stations, Broomfield and Mt.
Brown, as well as his two farms just outside Rangiora. Persistent ill-health
forced him to sell his stock and auction business, after forty years, to the
North Canterbury Farmers Co-operative Stores Company in 1902.

Aquila Ivory also died in 1908 and three old stalwarts William Ivory,
Thomas Keir and William Burt were buried in 1911. Ivory's nursery in
Ivory Street was carried on by his son Edward and remained in the family
until 1926. William Burt's last years were spent as proprietor of the refresh-
ment room at the railway station. John Lilly, last-remembered as an old
man taking his daily walk along Victoria Street from his home, Lillybrook,
to the Junction Hotel, passed on in 1912 and the following year saw the
death of Luke Hunnibell, the musical bootmaker, whose mixed ensembles,
among them Hunnibell's Quadrille Band, played for many of the early
dances in Rangiora and in the country round about. His son Alfred carried
on both traditions.

Thomas Keir's death occurred about two years after he and Hugh Boyd
had disposed of their building business. The two had put up most of the
larger buildings in the town, indeed throughout North Canterbury, and
Boyd had interests in sawmills at Alford Forest, Kaikoura and Birch Hill.
Their timber yard and joinery shop were taken over by the Kaiapoi Ship-
ping Company while the firms of Wadey and Efford in Albert Street, Vin-
cent and Golding, and Ansford and Thompson in Ashley Street became
the town's major building contractors. Samuel Ayers and his son Cecil
were busily laying much of the brickwork of the period, particularly in
the King-Seddon-Ayers Street area.

The frontage of Boyd and Keir's yards with its old wooden buildings
was bought by W. D. Johnston and H. C. D. Van Asch and later improved
with modern brick structures. Van Asch was in partnership with G. H,
N. Helmore as barristers and solicitors in a building between the yard
entrance opposite Good Street and the Farmers Co-op. George Helmore
had set himself up in practice in Rangiora soon after he had been admitted
to the bar in Christchurch in 1883 and the following year he began a
long term as Borough Solicitor. One of Rangiora's leading sportsmen he
captained Canterbury at rugby, played cricket for a provincial eleven and
was at one time in command of the Rangiora volunteer rifle company.
He took Van Asch into partnership about 1906-7.

The years between 1896 and 1914 therefore saw many new businesses,
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buildings and people appearing on High Street. The period began with
the opening of G. F. Smith's drapery emporium in John Johnston's new
building and with William Bridget's boot and shoe shop in the now-defunct
Colonial Bank. The year 1896 also saw the founding of the printing works
a few steps down Victoria Street from the bank by the Wilsons. John
Boland Wilson, the town's first storekeeper and still working, as a clerk,
had three sons, one, John Jebson, taking up the printing trade on his own
account, while a second, William Thomas, joined the staff of Turner's news-
paper The Standard. In 1896 the two came together and formed the printing
firm of Wilson Brothers which is still in business. The following year they
attempted to put out a newspaper, The Recorder and North Canterbury
Advertiser, but it ran to only three issues.

The Wilsons' printing shop was one of only a few businesses in Victoria
Street for beyond Alfred Street were the saleyards, markets, stock and grain
agents' offices, livery stable, boardinghouse and dining rooms. Beside the
Wilsons was George Cone's last butchery which was taken over by Jack
Fitzgibbon and across the road were the two shops of Frederick Lane,
a watchmaker, and William Ford, another bootmaker.

Frederick Smith and William Bridget had moved out of the line of very
old original wooden shops which still stood between the Junction Hotel
and the Bank of New Zealand. Gahagan and Company, drapers, had
moved in and a tobacconist and hairdresser, a Cornish miner named Joseph
Reynolds, had been in business there since 1884. A second tobacconist
and hairdresser, Victor Pulley, set himself up in a wooden shop next to
the Junction about 1905 and he operated a billiard room behind his hair-
dressing saloon. The footpath outside Pulley's shop became a favourite
gathering place for the men of the town on Saturday nights, late-night
shopping night until the early nineteen-twenties. The sports papers were
delivered to this point and farm workers coming into town for a hair-cut,
shave and general spruce up crowded into Pulley's billiard saloon to play
billiards and snooker. On the west side of the Junction was a fish shop
and Redfern's Arcade, a toy and stationery shop which often sold postcard
views showing Rangiora as it was in that pre-war period.

The turn of the century saw the North Canterbury Farmers Co-operative
Stores Company in a period of expansion, replacing John Anderson's seed
store, shop and stable with a two-storey brick, concrete and wood depart-
ment store in the later 'nineties. The architect of the success of the 'Farmers'
was Edward Relph and his successor was A. S. Clarkson who was a promi-
nent worker among the sports clubs, particularly the Racing Club and the
Bowling, Croquet and Tennis Club. After buying out William Buss in 1902
the Farmers continued the weekly Tuesday stock sales and Paddy's Market
and the Friday horse fairs every second week. A. P. Tutton gave up his
auctions and produce sales but remained in the grain business with a grain
store in Edward Street and using the old salesroom on the corner of Victoria
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and Alfred Streets as an office. L. P. Devlin eventually turned this building
back into an auction mart again.

Larry Devlin, a flaxmill worker, had acquired the Lyttelton Times and
Star round in Rangiora in 1911 from Bill Wright who had delivered the
papers on a motorcycle with a side-car. Devlin did the delivery in a gig
and by bicycle but because he had time to spare he became the Rangiora
representitive of a Christchurch land agency. In 1914 he went into business
by himself as an auctioneer and real estate agent in G. H. N. Helmore's
old wooden office opposite Good Street and he has operated from this
site ever since.3

That part of High Street opposite the Farmers Co-op and the post office
saw several new buildings appearing in this pre-First World War period.
About the time of Henry Blackett's death two new businesses had just
opened on the west side of his store, one, C. W. Bell, a tailor, and the
other, the Rink Livery Stables, a brick and concrete building on Blackett's
land and run by John Burt. Blackett's own business was carried on by
his son William but in 1910 the store was pulled down and replaced by
a new modern brick and concrete structure. This new store was re-opened
as the Rangiora Progress Store by H. M. Hawkins, a former employee.
Harry Hawkins had begun his apprenticeship in the grocery business at
Waddington in 1895 and had then managed Hogland's store at Staircase
which was supplying the railway workers putting the West Coast line
through to Arthur's Pass. In 1901 he became manager of Blackett's grocery
department but then bought the Woodend Store in 1905, remaining there
until moving back into Rangiora.

Country stores like the Progress Store processed a lot of farm produce
in those times and Blackett's famous old wine cellar was used for storing
thousands of preserved eggs and processed and packed farm butter. In
1914 a bakery was built in the grounds to the rear of the shop and steaming
hot fresh bread was delivered daily by bread cart all round Rangiora and
as far as Cust. Hawkins's sons, Lance and Lawrence, took the business
over in 1922 moving further east along the footpath to Foubister's hardware
store and then to the Royal Tearooms. In later years the Hawkins brothers
expanded the business to Woodend, Southbrook and Oxford, building on
an extensive rural delivery.

The Progress Store was the first of several new stylish brick and concrete
shops to be built in High Street about that time. As Blackett's store was
coming down Edward Good was re-constructing his but before it was fin-
ished he sold his drapery business to W. McGruer who evidently completed
the work. Good, once the keen young hopeful on the first council of 1878,

3L. P. Devlin, a leading veteran golfer in recent years in spite of the loss of an arm in a
Northbrook Road flaxmill in 1906, was still a practising High Street businessman in 1982.
His name first appeared in Wises Business Directory in 1907.
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served his last term as mayor in 1911-12, a bastion of conservatism and
frugality in borough affairs. In his last years he worked as an agent and
rent collector from a small wooden office behind McGruer's store and he
died in 1919.

On the west side of Harry Hawkins was an alley-way and an empty
section containing a shed and then Blackett's long wooden hardware store.
Shortly after Hawkins bought his business John Golding the builder erected
a hardware store on this section for his sons Cyril and Albert who had
been employees in Blackett's grocery and hardware departments respec-
tively. On the east side of the Progress Store was a driveway into the back
of Blackett's big concrete house and garden where the Hawkins family
now lived and beyond this drive was the small double-gabled shop of
Charlie Maddens who sold ice-cream and confectionary. This shop was
an island-shop between two drive-ways and then came Sinclair's bootshop
and the Mandeville and Rangiora Road Board's property, the clerk's house
and the board's office. This came down before the war.

After the Rangiora County was formed in 1912 the office was bought
by Walter Allison who had had a chemist shop across the road since 1888.
One of two shops which had been made out of the old Bank of New
Zealand between the Farmers Co-op and Percival Street Allison's chemist
shop was of the old kind which dispensed coloured flavoured drinks from
a soda fountain for a penny or so. Allison demolished the Road Board's
office and replaced it with a two-storey brick building containing shops
and living quarters and he moved into it about 1913 or 1914.

Allison's vacated shop was filled by George Gibbs-Jordan who opened
there the first music shop in the town. Gibbs-Jordan had been occupying
the old Union Bank buildings on the west side of the post office where he
practised as a teacher of pianoforte and voice. His new business was mainly
as agent for the Dresden Piano Company but from 1907 until after the
Second World War he was also a leading figure in music circles in Rangi-
ora. The other shop, on the corner of Percival Street, was the dental surgery
of J. B. Cresswell who then moved along to the building vacated by Gibbs-
Jordan.

The area around the Red Lion Hotel, the oldest part of High Street,
also underwent changes after 1900. Noble's blacksmith shop was now in
the hands of Joseph Skilling a coach builder and blacksmith who had ac-
quired it in the early eighteen-nineties. Parrott and Holcroft's store had
come into the hands of Ben Jordan and Bill Smith while on the west corner
of Albert Street and High Street was the engineering workshop of A. F.
Hadecke. Albert Hadecke built the gasworks and laid the mains in 1907
and was more than competent in a variety of engineering skills. He built
bridges, boilers and flaxmilling machinery, repaired traction engines and
manufactured pumping equipment. He fitted out the port of Kaiapoi's
steam suction dredge. Hadecke's engineering shop was bought during the
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war by Moses Smith a farmer and threshing mill proprietor of Marsh Road
Southbrook. Smith's sons Amos and Ralph carried on as manufacturing
engineers with a traction engine repair yard and specialising in early wash-
ing machines and pumps. After the war they added electrical equipment
and motor-car repairs to their business.

Because it was between the railway and the saleyards this area also had
its livery stables and carriers' depots. The first was probably that of C.
Henry who converted William Sansom's original bakery and stables on
the east side of the railway line into a carrier's depot. Henry was burnt
out in 1882. Two large livery and bait stables were built by Wadey and
Efford for Thomas Leech in 1909 and 1910 the first on the corner of Cone
and High Streets being occupied by E. J. Meriman, the second, on the
corner of Alfred and Ivory Streeets becoming the base for the extensive
carrying business of C. A. Tyler.

Charles Albert Tyler migrated to New Zealand under the most fortuitous
circumstances. The family came from Kent and they had decided to go
to Canada. A passage was booked on the Forfarshire but they missed the
sailing and while they were wondering what to do news was received that
their ship had gone down in the English Channel on its first night out.
The Tylers then took berths on a vessel which was sailing to New Zealand
and they made their way to Rangiora from Wanganui after working at
Ohoka and Flaxton. At Rangiora Tyler found a position as a ranger for
the Mandeville and Rangiora Road Board but about 1890 he started a
livery stable and carrying business in Ivory Street. His canvas-covered
wagons carried freight from Rangiora all round North Canterbury and
by 1910 his cartage service had been extended into the Ellesmere district.
Tyler himself became a leading figure in the Brass Band and Fire Brigade
and his sons Albert and Charles were also to give many years of service
to these organisations and to the borough.

By 1900 there were also a number of business-people and buildings in
Ashley Street. On the corner of High Street opposite the bank was
McNaught's saddlery, one of two saddleries in North Canterbury which
McNaught ran from Amberley. Along Ashley Street a little was the Sal-
vation Army Hall, Mrs Ellen Goldings' grocery store and then Henry Tur-
ner's Standard printing office and dwelling. Beyond the newspaper office
was Thomas Thompson's plumbing shop and then Burt Street. On the
north corner of Burt Street was the blacksmith, coachbuilding and wheel-
wright shop of Philip Watkins and Samuel Webber and then Carmichael's
bicycle shop and the weighbridge on the corner of Station Road. Across
the Oxford railway line and on the acute angle formed by Edwards and
Ashley Street was a drapery shop run by Frederick Sharpe.

On the west side of Ashley Street stood the Bank of New Zealand with
its grounds and stables stretching back towards two houses and a two-
storied wooden shop which had been another saddlery, that of Harry Sail.
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By 1910 this building had come into the hands of Charles Hayman, a
coal merchant who also sold used furniture and whose wife ran a dressmak-
ing business there. On the north side of Hayman one came to Louden
Donald's livery stables where one could leave one's horse and trap before
boarding the train for Christchurch. Beyond the livery stables was Burt's
old iron building hard on the corner of Blackett Street. Once a flour mill
it had come into the hands of the Farmer's Co-op which was currently
using it as a grain store but its days as such were numbered and it was
soon to become Rangiora's second motor garage.

Across Blackett Street from the grain store was the Glenross Boarding
House run by Mrs William Matthews. The old Club Hotel, it was one
of nine boarding houses scattered across the town in 1910.

PROGRESS OF THE BOROUGH 1896-1914

With the end of the century approaching and the economy showing signs
of improvement the borough acquired a mayor who seemed prepared to
drag the council into a more active era. Charles Ivory Jennings was in
fact the first Rangiora-born man to fill the mayoralty. He was the son
of Charles Jennings the carpenter and his birthplace was a little cottage
which stood on the Bank of New Zealand corner of Ashley Street. He
had attended Merton's Church of England school in Victoria Street and
had eventually taken over his father's bookshop and news-agency business
between the corner and the Junction Hotel. This led to his becoming the
Lyttelton Times reporter in Rangiora and because of his work he became
acquainted with the business of most organisations and societies in the
town in an age when it was all fully reported and published.

In 1896 Jennings made public his belief that the borough could now
well support loans for special works and an overdraught. He thought it
time the council began to consider building a swimming bath and a gas-
works, investigate the possibility of an electricity supply, too expensive
though it might be, and now (1897) the Waimakariri-Ashley Water Supply
Board's water races were approaching the town from the west he thought
it possible that a water supply might be obtained relatively economically.
Jennings, was unable to further his plans, retiring at the end of 1898. His
successor was his chief critic, Edward Good, a champion of caution and
conservative financing who was mayor for one unproductive year before
announcing his retirement from local politics, thus ending an unbroken
term reaching back to the first council of 1878. Good's successor was A.
B. Blackett, the storekeeper, and Henry Blackett's son, a tall raw-boned
man who rattled out his speeches at a very fast clip. Blackett added a
public cemetary and a recreation ground to Jennings's list of required
amenities but when he retired in 1901 they were all still no nearer reality.

John Sansom, the portly, bearded storekeeper and baker from Church
Street corner, followed Blackett. A highly-respected gentleman and a sup-

284

porter of Jennings's views Sansom at least saw the borough temporarily
out of the red and with money enough to buy land for Victoria Park in
1902 out of ordinary revenue. Victoria Square, as the park was originally
called, was bought from the Percival estate as a belated memorial to mark
Queen Victoria's Jubilee of 1887 and was really the first amenity in the
town since the provision of kerosine street lamps in 1882. Sansom was
followed by James Carmichael who was mayor from 1902 to 1905. Car-
michael was tall, and bearded like his predecessor, and had a bicycle shop
on the corner of Station Road and Ashley Street. He was a quiet man
and rode about the town on a big tricycle.

In spite of the aspirations of some of the councillors of 1896-7 and the
purchase of Victoria Park the town was now in a state of stagnation. At
the end of 1903 the Rangiora newspaper, 'The Standard and North Canter-
bury Guardian' made a strong attack on the conservative nature of the
council describing the times as being barren of anything which might be
termed progress.4 There were certainly influences which tended to inhibit
the council, not the least being the shortage of finance and Edward Good's
return to the chamber to lead the conservative side. But there were also
other factors bearing on its policies. The census of 1901 had shown the
borough to have a population of 1768, a decrease of about a hundred
since 1896. The 1906 census was also to show a small loss. Keen to be
assured of a water supply above all else the council found that the water
offered by the Waimakariri-Ashley Water Supply Board was not only too
expensive but coming, as it did, many miles in open races, was not fit
for a swimming bath let alone a domestic supply. And while the public
was asking for a gasworks the council was under pressure to provide a
better disposal of sewerage than the pan-system then in use. The councillors
of the period 1897-1905 couldn't see any easy solution to these problems
and demands, handicapped as they were by a shortage of money.

This situation began to ease in 1905 when the borough's accounts were
again in credit and when Edward Relph became mayor. Relph was the
manager of the North Canterbury Farmers Co-operative Stores Company
and had been one of the driving forces behind the Co-op's success and
expansion over the past ten years. A bright, lively and friendly man Relph
brought his own particular business skills and progressive outlook to the
council table in 1901 and from his first year as mayor the council seemed
to adopt a more adventurous approach to its job. Relph's council first
tackled the gas works and submitted the floating of a loan to the ratepayers.
A poll supported the loan by 143 to 11 and the council ultimately borrowed
8,000 pounds and bought land for the plant in Edward Street after a strong
protest against its possible siting in Victoria Street. Albert Hadecke won

^Standard and North Canterbury Guardian 30 Dec 1903; General Assembly Library, Welling-
ton, where many of the existing copies of this paper are filed.
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the contract for its construction. After the project was safely underway
the council went on to consider the building of a band rotunda in Victoria
Square and a new council chamber. All three works were completed in
the first half of 1907.

The gas was turned on at a ceremony in Victoria Park on an evening
in early May.5 The park was still very much an open field and a large
crowd gathered to listen to the Brass Band playing in Wadey and Efford's
newly-completed rotunda. The honour of turning on the gas had been given
to William Ivory, now the oldest resident, but because he was too ill to
attend it was done by the mayor's daughter, Miss Adeline Relph. The
four lamps especially put up on the rotunda began to glow and afterwards,
as the centre of the town was lit up, the great contrast between the kerosine
lamps and gas-light became immediately apparent. Just over two hundred
and forty installations were linked to the gas-works including the forty-
seven old kerosine street lamps and about one hundred and seventy shops,
houses and public buildings.

The following month the council, which had been meeting in the Farmers
Co-op board room, moved into its new chambers on the site of the old
building in Percival Street. A pleasant, elegant, brick structure with
ornamental stone facings, the borough's new headquarters was financed
out of ordinary revenue and was built by Arthur Vincent and John Golding.
It contained a town clerk's office, a public office and a room for the mayor
and a council chamber with a fine domed ceiling. Edward Relph presided
over the first council meeting held there on 14 June 1907.

Relph had been installed as mayor for a third annual term only a few
days before the gas-lighting ceremony and he took advantage of these plat-
forms to give two speeches in which he outlined the state of the borough,
its progress to date and his view of its future. The years 1906-7 were busy
years and Relph was pleased to say that in addition to the works recently
completed the post office had been enlarged and the accommodation at
the fire station had been improved by the addition to it of the old council
chambers. The borough had also contributed seventy pounds towards a
substantial bridge which had been built over the Cust by the Mandeville
and Rangiora Road Board.

The town, Relph pointed out, had also recently gained three outstanding
new buildings. The Farmers Co-operative had completed a large two-storey
addition to their department store in High Street in October 1906, (fated
to be destroyed in one of Rangiora's most spectacular fires). The Sisters
of Notre Dame des Missions had moved into their massive yet handsome
convent in Victoria Street early in 1907 and Blackett and Sons had built
new livery stables a few yards along the footpath to the west of their store.
The Rink Stables, as they were known, had an elaborately decorated brick

^Lyttelion Times 2.3 May 1907.
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and stone facade on High Street and John Burt was its proprietor. Each
of these buildings was, in its own way, a new expression of confidence
in the town and Relph observed that farmers were beginning to retire
in the place. A number of fine residences had been built and he believed
that the borough's facilities should be improved to encourage more to do
this.

Rangiora's most pressing needs in 1907 were a water supply, a swimming
bath, a new railway station and a second telephone line to Christchurch.
Relph also thought that the borough could be improved in appearance
and, in fact, a group of citizens took this almost immediately to heart,
formed a Beautifying Association under the leadership of C. W. Bell, and
began planting out plots at the entrance to the railway station and at
Northbrook. The Association also had plans for the planting of Victoria
Park and lining certain streets with trees but the council was not enthusi-
astic about avenues.

Relph's references to farmers now retiring to the borough and to the
increasing number of new residences being built were evidence that another
period of expansion was approaching, the small drop in population not-
withstanding. By the end of 1908 an extensive area in the north-west
quarter of the borough had been opened up for residential building and
several houses had already gone up there. Until this time housing on the
north side of High Street had been confined to the Ashley Street railway
area while the other streets, with the exception of King Street, stopped
at the Oxford railway line. A footpath had been formed along Good Street
as far as Payne Street but E. D. R. Wallace, who now occupied the Miles
home at the top of the lane, and who had an extensive apple, pear, tomato
and cherry orchard there for many years, held the grazing rights over Good
Street for which he paid the council a pound a year. Likewise, Durham
Street, although bearing this name officially since the early 'nineties, was
still, before 1914, only a narrow lane overhung by bluegums, gorse and
broom, leading down to the fields and horse and cow paddocks of Henry
Blackett, Samuel Ayers and Harry Hawkins. It bore the name Kinley's
Lane after Remmington Kinky who lived in John Lilly's former house,
Rose Alma, on the corner.

The new land being opened up was a thirty-seven acre field belonging
to the Ricton Estate, one of William Buss's holdings and the block the
Borough Council had failed to buy in 1897 for a public park. It was bought
at auction in 1906 by Samuel Ayers for residential subdivision.

Samuel Ayers had come from Woodend where his father, Thomas Ayers,
had settled in 1858 with a group of relatives and friends from the village
of Turvey in Bedfordshire. The Ayers Family had always been stonemasons
and bricklayers and Ayers had learned the trade from his father, walking
all over North Canterbury building houses, chimneys and other brickwork.
In 1875 he married Sara Judson of Woodend and moved into Rangiora,
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building a brick cottage (Ayerholme) in King Street, near Blackett Street,
and from there he carried on his trade as a bricklayer. Ayers became promi-
nent in public affairs about the turn of the century. He was a short, broad-
shouldered man, meticulous in appearance and manners, a staunch and
active Methodist and an intense prohibitionist. After he bought the Ricton
land Ayers subdivided it and cut two streets through it, Seddon Street,
from King Street, and Ayers Street which he laid out across the site of
the old North Canterbury saleyards right through to the north boundary
of the borough. The two new streets were both conveyed to the borough
in 1908 after the name Judson Avenue had been discarded for Ayers Street
and most of the sections were sold off on the open market.6

With the gasworks and the new council chambers now a pleasant reality,
David Buddo promising to persuade the government to build a new railway
station and the Ayers block making progress as a new residential quarter,
the Borough Council turned its thoughts to water again. The summer of
1907-8 was very dry and consequently the precariousness of the water
situation was quite exposed. All the fire wells dried up. The watering of
the streets, to keep the dust down, was becoming too expensive to continue.
It was the kind of weather which showed up the crudeness of the sewerage
disposal system and sharpened demands for a swimming bath. In March
1908 the council commissioned a report on four possible sources of water
supply, two of which had been considered before.

The first attempt to provide the town with a supply of fresh running
water, from the Ashley, had been made soon after the founding of the
borough but on that occasion only levels were taken. The ill-fated jubilee
well (1887-91) was not intended to provide a domestic supply but this
experience and the knowledge gained by the fire brigade from its street
wells over the years gave little hope that the artesian water known to exist
in the shingle below could be brought to the surface under any great natural
pressure.

In 1901 the Borough Council engaged a Leslie Reynolds to investigate
a high pressure gravitation supply from the Ashley but the cost of the
two schemes he found to be feasible were completely beyond the borough's
resources. Charles Jennings continued to promote artesian wells, in which
he firmly believed, while James Carmichael favoured a low pressure bulk
supply. There were a few, very few, who still advocated using the open
race system.

The search for water began anew in 1908 with an engineer named Cyrus
Williams reporting, at the council's request, on the two schemes suggested
by Reynolds and two additional schemes put forward by the council.7

6Ibid 20 Apr, 11 Aug 1908.
7Water-supply was fully explored at a public meeting, Lyttelton Times 16 Sep 1908, and a
ratepayers meeting, Ibid, 12 Feb 1909.
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Church Street as it used to be, St John Baptist, right, Sansom's store, left. The girls are coming
from the girls' gate at the Borough School. Rangiora Early Record Society

Ashley Street in 1903. The Brass (Volunteer Rifle Company) Band are leading Harry Martin's
funeral procession. Rangiora Early Record Society



John Burt's Rink Livery Stables opposite the Post Office. Rangiora Early Record Society

William Noble's Blacksmith's shop, later, Joseph Skilling's. Bassingthwaite's three-storey
structure on the right. Rangiora Early Record Society



Victoria Street on market day. Rangiora Early Record Society

Down among the pens. William Buss, centre, looking at the camera. Rangiora Early Record
Society



Reynolds's first scheme was based on headworks at Ngapara, on the Mount
Thomas Road, Fernside, and 190 feet above road level at the post office.
A nine-inch pipe would give a pressure of 82 lbs per square inch and
the scheme would cost 16,705 pounds with an annual expenditure of 945
pounds. An alternative intake could be constructed at Dalzell's Road but
the fall of 100 feet would not be enough to give a satisfactory pressure
for the fire brigade. The costs would be less, however, at 12,731 pounds
and 800 pounds. These were the schemes turned down in 1901 but
Williams's report on the council's alternatives offered greater hope. The
first would take water from the river at the end of Merton's Road about
two-and-a-half miles from the town. It would supply 350 gallons per minute
and would just reach into the upper rooms of a two-storey house. Its costs
were 10,000 pounds and 650 pounds annually. The last scheme investigated
was a pumping station. Williams estimated that a thirty thousand gallon
tank a hundred feet high would give ample pressure for 9,000 pounds
and an annual running cost of about 850 pounds. The steam fire engine
would not then be needed.

The council agreed to attempt the Merton's Road scheme and an over-
whelming majority of a special public meeting supported it. The omens
remained good. The water was proved pure. A Local Bodies Amendment
Act of the last parliamentary session ensured a government guarantee for
the repayment of a loan. Although the fall between the intake and the
railway station was only seventy-one feet three-quarters of the borough
could be reticulated and the system could be converted to higher pressure
as the town grew. Finally a poll supported the raising of the loan and
the water supply was to be the borough's major project for 1909.

Relph gave up the mayoralty in May 1908 and his successor was C.
W. Bell, a son of Jonathan Bell of Foston and a leading member of the.
Beautifying Society and the Poultry Club. A businessman, Bell had a
tailor's shop on High Street a few yards east of Durham Street and he
was determined to see the water scheme through. By the end of 1909,,
however, it had run into opposition and Bell was unable to maintain the
project's momentum. A number of ratepayers had now organised an
obstrucive campaign for reasons which only lately had become significant.8

After many years of almost continuous dispute there had at last been
some accord over the Ashley cart bridge and a decision had been made
early in 1909 to replace it with a concrete structure. The borough was
to be billed for a share of its cost and the opponents of the water scheme
wanted this settled first. The objectors were led by two councillors, Samuel
Ayers and Andrew Blackett, who presented a petition to the council on
behalf of one hundred and forty-five ratepayers in March 1910. The pet-
itioners doubted the effectiveness of the Merton's Road scheme and

"Ibid 20 Apr. 11 Aug 1908.
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claimed that the borough could not support a debt of 10,000 pounds. Num-
bers of ratepayers opposed to the idea had, for various reasons, not taken
part in the poll and Ayers claimed that people were not building houses
because of the fear of steeply increased rates. There were, too, people who
could see no use for an expensive water supply. As one councillor said
' — Those who could afford to could buy windmills; the poor man had
his hand pump.'

Bell also found other factors working against him. The gasworks was
proving such a success that more loan money was required for its expan-
sion. A gasworks loan would be self-supporting, and, therefore, not too
much of a deterrent but the money market was getting difficult and, while
the issue was being discussed, in April 1910, a commission of inquiry was
hearing arguments on the costing of the new traffic bridge. The ratepayers
were becoming audibly rate-shy and Bell was reluctant to proceed with
his water scheme while so many remained unconvinced. A special meeting
of the council decided to wait until all the ratepayers had been personally
interviewed and their feelings ascertained.

Disappointed, Bell stood down from the mayoralty and at the municipal
elections in May 1910 A. B. Blackett succeeded him unopposed. Opponents
of the water supply had been trying to get Edward Good back on the
council but Good followed Blackett as Mayor in 1911. The water supply
project was now dead and the best opportunity the borough would have
for many years had been put aside.

This failure did not mean the end of the council's plans for a swimming
bath. Ever since Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee in 1897 a hundred
pounds raised from those festivities had been held in a baths fund. This
sum had grown from investment, a donation from David Buddo and a
Government coronation subsidy, so that by 1911 enough money was in
hand to allow planning to begin. A start was only made possible, however,
by the donation of the site in Good Street by Edward Good and the coun-
cil's decision to resort to pumping. The project was to be Rangiora's mem-
orial to the coronation of George V. Wadey and Efford designed and built
the Coronation Swimming Bath, Albert Hadecke made and installed the
gas-driven pump and the total cost was 800 pounds. It was opened by
the Mayoress, Mrs Good, on 29 February 1912, a perfect day and before
a large crowd which stayed on to enjoy a swimming carnival.9

Shortly after the opening of the swimming bath Good finally retired
from all municipal work and John Sansom became mayor again. This time
Sansom inherited an overdraft of nearly two thousand pounds, dusty streets
and little chance of a water supply being taken up in the near future.
He personally wanted to make some progress towards the tarring of the

9lbid 1 Mar 1912. See also Press 13 May 1912. The council later discovered to its embarrass-
ment that it had never had the deeds transferred to it.
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borough's streets and he felt that the town badly needed new industry.
However, the gasworks was trading profitably and Sansom could say that
he was the first mayor since 1878 who did not have to concern himself
with the Ashley cart bridge.

THE ASHLEY TRAFFIC BRIDGE

The Ashley cart bridge had never been far from the council's deliberations.
It had proved to be a frail and vulnerable structure and was still a large
and seemingly limitless liability to the Ashley Road Board. Nor was it
heavily used. The last weeks of the old century had seen yet another inquiry
into the control and maintenance of the bridge in progress in the Magis-
trate's Court while the opening weeks of the new one echoed to the Ashley
board's latest threat to sue the Rangiora Borough Council for its share
of the protection costs.1 These protective works, which were constructed
on the south side in the years 1896 to 1898, had been quite successful,
allowing the road over the riverbed to stabilise and so encouraging an
increase in traffic using the bridge. The works were opposed by the Kowai
Road Board, however, which considered them a danger to the Kowai bank
downstream. This board was also partly responsible for the North Road
bridge at Waikuku and still maintained the ford at the Ashley township
and, like Rangiora, refused to contribute towards any new work at the
cart bridge.

The Government, at least, was impressed by the improvements and it
decided that the embankment should be extended downstream to the
longer railway bridge which straddled far more of the riverbed than the
cart bridge. The railway bridge was to be shortened by eighteen spans
and the line put up on an embankment but just as this work had begun
one of those periodic high floods which surge down the Ashley every few
years washed away part of the railway bridge and left the remainder twisted
and scoured. The deluge which produced this flood in late March 1902
filled the Flaxton basin to the fence-tops and the torrent which came down
the river seemed to be deflected by the new embankment straight into
one section of the railway bridge. It was a long time before the damage
could be repaired and the route was kept open with twelve hired drags
which plied between the Ashley and Rangiora stations by way of the ford.2

Ironically, and miraculously, the cart bridge survived this flood but on
close inspection its condition was found to be deteriorating. In 1907 the
local bodies decided to re-deck it with jarrah but as they prepared to do
so they found that its deficiencies added up to a lot more than just rotting
timber. The footbridge attached to the railway bridge had been dismantled

lLvtielton Times 30 Nov 1899. At the 1899 inquiry evidence was given that between 1889
and 1899 the cart bridge was unusable for periods totalling five years. <. ; i

-Weekly Press 2 Apr 1902 with photographs. The old bridge had high truss sides.
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forcing more Kowai traffic to use the cart bridge. Traction engines couldn't
cross it, the timber wagons from Birch Hill avoided it and because two
drays were unable to pass on it there were long, irritating cart queues
at the approaches on market days. Representatives of the local bodies met
in April 1908 to discuss these problems and in a rare display of harmony
they agreed not to proceed with the re-decking but to replace the bridge,
seek the opinion of engineers as to suitable type and design and to face
up to the cost of rebuilding.

The details were discussed at a meeting in January 1909 when, with
the Kowai Road Board again the dissenter, it was decided to build a re-
inforced concrete bridge 1015 feet long, twenty feet wide and costing ap-
proximately 10,000 pounds.3 Kowai wanted an ironbark bridge costing half
that amount but the others wouldn't have it. David Buddo agreed to seek
Government assistance and eventually obtained a 3,500 pounds grant and
to avoid the trouble that had always arisen when the old bridge required
repairs and maintenance the apportioning of all costs to be born by the
local bodies was done before work was begun. Rangiora's share was to
be about 2,500 pounds and the Borough Council raised a loan from the
Government for that amount.4

The new Ashley traffic bridge was opened on 25 October 1912 by the
Governor, Lord Islington. It was show day and Islington was welcomed
at the Borough Council Chambers by the Mayor, John Sansom, then driven
over the old cart bridge to the Ashley side. There he was welcomed by
William Macintosh, the first chairman of the new Ashley County Council,
and the bridge was officially opened. Walking back over the new bridge
Islington went on to the show grounds where he was entertained for the
remainder of his stay.5

The cost of the new bridge was close to 13,000 pounds. It required 110
tons of steel and 500 tons of cement and the iron railings on the approaches
were made by the blacksmiths at Watkins and Webbers' coach-building
shop in Ashley Street. After thirty-three controversial years the old cart
bridge was dismantled and the timber sold for forty pounds. Rangiora's
new link with the north, high and sturdy, was truely built in changing
circumstances. The local body men who sat around the planning table
with representatives of the Rangiora Borough Council were all members
of the Ashley, Kowai and Mandeville and Rangiora Road Boards; those
of them who gathered on the approaches in 1912 to see the bridge officially
opened were now councillors of the Ashley, Kowai and Rangiora County
Councils.

iLyttelton Times 13 Jan, 6 May 1909.
"But not before the previous agreement evaporated at the enquiry into the distribution of
costs. Ashley desperately tried to load more of the cost on Rangiora and Kowai wanted
to pull out. The hearing lasted three days. See Lyttelton Times, 19, 20, 21 Apr 1910.

5See Canterbury Times, Weekly Press 30 Oct 1912 for photographs.
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THE RANGIORA COUNTY

The old Ashley County had continued to run its purposeless and impotent
course into the new century leaving day to day public works to the road
boards. The council still met annually to consider those few duties it was
bound by statute to perform but its debates were rare and meaningless.
Its members were elected but in the absence of any decision-making or
status meetings were often a get-together of road board chairmen.

The reforming of the system of local administration introduced in 1876-7
was begun by Seddon's Liberal Government in the mid-eighteen-nineties
but road board opposition made progress slow. It wasn't until the Liberals'
last years in power that the old Ashley County was finally disposed of,
by fragmentation. An act of 1909 chipped the Waipara riding from it and
made it an independant county and the abolition of the remaining seven
road boards followed soon after. Under the Ashley Subdivision and the
Waimakariri Ashley Water-supply Board Act 1911 five new counties
named Eyre, Rangiora, Oxford, Ashley and Kowai were created, the Rangi-
ora County being formed out of the amalgamation of the Mandeville and
Rangiora and Cust road districts.

The election of the councillors of the Rangiora County Council took
place in April 1912 when Frederick Horrell, William Stalker, Alexander
Mclntosh, Matthew Stokes and Henry Garrett were elected to represent
the Rangiora riding and Henry Tallott and Leonard Campion, the Cust
riding.6 The first meeting was held in the road board's office in High Street
on 26 April 1912 where it was decided that Rangiora would be the head-
quarters of the county administration and that the county office would
open for business there on Tuesdays and Fridays. Because the Cust Road
Board had disappeared it was also decided that the county office would
open in the Cust board's office at Cust on the first sale day in the month.
The clerk of the Cust Road Board over a long period of time, T. O'Farrell,
was given notice and two months salary.7

The chief officers of the new county were Frederick Horrell, the Chair-
man, and James Marshall, the County Clerk, both of whom had filled
these posts under the board. Horrell was the son of John Horrell of Horrel-
ville and farmed at Woodend. He had been responsible for obtaining the
domain at Waikuku Beach and was building up an impressive record of
public service particularly as chairman of the Christchurch Hospital Board,
which was his chief interest. James Marshall was accumulating a similar
record in Rangiora especially on the Borough School committee and with
John Knox Church.

The business of the county was simply the business of the road board
and the council carried on where its predecessor had left off armed, how-

bLytielton Times 24 Apr 1912.
7Ibid 27 Apr 1912.

293



ever, with a little more authority. One of its first decisions, in May 1912,
was to install three public lamps in Southbrook, for which the borough
supplied the gas, and at the same time it began an investigation into the
financing and siting of a more modern office. The old Road Board office
in High Street was sold in February 1913 to Walter Allison, the chemist,
for 801 pounds and at the same time the council purchased an acre on
the corner of the East Belt from the Good estate for an office site.8 In
defference to its rural ratepayers it was just outside the borough and cost
two hundred pounds, but the sale of the old office brought in enough
to enable the building of a new one to proceed fairly quickly. The successful
tenderer was James Withers the Southbrook builder with a price of 698
pounds and William Efford drew up the plan and supervised the work.

The Rangiora County Council held its first meeting in the new chambers
on Friday 10 Ocotober 1913 with little fuss or ceremony. The councillors
just drank a toast before settling down to business and at mid-day they
adjourned, at Marshall's invitation, to his newly-completed brick residence
next door for lunch. There, in the dining room, more toasts were drunk
and speeches were shared with newspaper reporters who were also present.9

PAGEANTRY AND POLITICS

The period from 1896 to 1914 saw a passing parade of royal occasions,
notable visitors, anniversaries and celebrations. Hardly a year went by with-
out flags being raised, without High Street dressing itself up in bunting
and greenery and without special services in the churches, processions and
bonfires.

The sequence began in June 1897 with Queen Victoria's Diamond
Jubillee, a day which was very much a repeat of the Golden Jubilee cel-
ebrations.1 Hugh Boyd again marshalled the procession, this time in a pad-
dock opposite the Drill Hall, and it set out similarly composed but manned
by new and ageing faces to the Recreation Ground where the scene and
programme was much as it had been ten years before. In the evening
the fireworks rained down from the roofs of Johnston's new building and
the Farmers Co-op and there was a concert in the Drill Hall.

The following year the Governor, Lord Ranfurly, made an official visit
to Rangiora. Lord Onslow had passed through on a train some years pre-
viously and had received a loyal address at the station but this was the
first official visit of a governor since the founding of the borough.2 It was
4 March and Lord Ranfurly arrived by the one o'clock train. He dined

"See Rangiora County Council Minute Book, 14 Feb 1913.
9Lvttelton Times 11 Oct 1913.
'Press 18 Jun 1897.
lLyiielton Times 5 Mar 1898. Onslow had also opened the new show-grounds in 1891. See
Ibid 6 Nov 1891.
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at the Junction, toured the town and district, which was recovering from
a bad drought, and was shown the new protective embankments being
built at the Ashley.

December 1900 was a special time for Canterbury. One didn't have to
look far for proof of the success of the settlement founded just fifty years
before and the provincial celebrations were on a scale befitting the oc-
casion. At Rangiora the mayor and councillors attended a special church
service on the lawn of the St. John Baptist vicarage and then the town
closed up and went off to Christchurch to share in the major festivities
being held there. Victoria had been Queen when the immigrant ships of
the eighteen-fifties had sailed from England and she was Queen still —
but only for another five weeks. The news of her death reached Rangiora
on the Lyttelton Times office telephone and within minutes the church
bells and fire bell had broadcast the news. Blinds were drawn, the shutters
went up along High Street and all business ceased. Preparations for a gar-
den party at the Anglican vicarage were abandoned and a big crowd gath-
ered on the lawn for a solemn service of mourning instead.3

The coronation of Edward VII was delayed because of his illness and
before it could take place the Boer War came to an end. Again the bells
carried the news. The Brass Band paraded through the town playing patri-
otic songs and the Borough School children were dismissed for the day
after giving three cheers for the King, The Empire, the army — and the
Boers. In the evening the boys of the town marched up and down High
Street letting off fireworks and banging kerosine tins.4

The Borough Council, in the meantime, had purchased Victoria Square
and so had a suitable place to celebrate Edward's coronation when it finally
took place in August 1902. In the afternoon, after a combined service in
the Drill Hall, a procession formed and made its way to this open field
where several ceremonies were performed. First, three trees were planted,
a King Edward oak by the Mayoress, Mrs Carmichael, a Queen Victoria
memorial oak by Mrs Buddo and a weeping ash by Sergeant W. Ross
in memory of those men from the northern districts who had died in the
Boer War. Seven men who had returned from South Africa were presented
with medals and a pedestal lamp was dedicated to the memory of the
two Rangiora men who did not come back. A huge bonfire had been pre-
pared as a finale to the celebrations and another procession was formed
in the evening. As this second procession made its way along High Street
in a mild northerly breeze it was suddenly routed by a violent southerly
change. The caretaker of the bonfire lit it and the fire brigade, which had
scurried for cover with everyone else, was forced to protect buildings and

3Ibid 24 Jan 1901.
"Ibid 3 Jun 1902.
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property downwind of the fire which now raged dangerously out of con-
trol.5

The Premier, Richard John Seddon, visited Rangiora twice within the
next four years. On the first occasion, in March 1903, he arrived by special
train at eleven in the morning, dined with David Buddo and then addressed
the pupils at the Borough School and at the High School. Before his depar-
ture William Ivory presented him with a basket of his locally grown grapes.

The bunting and greenery was brought out again to welcome the Premier
in 1906. It was market day, early in April, and Seddon was paying an
official visit to the Kaiapoi electorate and to a town which had voted solidly
for his party ever since 1890. A large and enthusiastic crowd welcomed
the great man at the railway station, the school cadets formed a guard
of honour and after the speeches of welcome and Seddon's lengthy reply
the local body leaders of Rangiora, Kaiapoi and the country districts es-
corted him to the Junction for lunch. At the saleyards, in the early after-
noon, business was suspended while Seddon walked among the sheep pens
and then, climbing up on to a drag, he spoke a few words to the assembled
farmers. From the saleyards the party drove round to the Bowling Croquet
and Tennis Club's new greens where the ladies were entertaining Mrs Sed-
don but showers prevented them playing tennis and croquet. The party
then moved on to the Council Chambers so that the Premier could receive
deputations, and after dinner at the hotel Seddon addressed a public meet-
ing in the Drill Hall. It was one of his last public appearances in New
Zealand before his death at sea on 10 June.6

The opening of the Borough Council Chambers and the completion of
the gasworks in 1907 gave cause for some small celebration but something
far more festive was organised in 1911 for the laying of the foundation
stone of the swimming bath. This ceremony was to coincide with cel-
ebrations for the coronation of George V but the weather ruined it all.7

After a municipal service at St John Baptist rain set in. The afternoon
procession, an evening torchlight procession and a fireworks display were
all abandoned while the plant which was to have given a cinematograph
display for the children broke down. The foundation stone of the baths
was laid but the major demonstrations of loyalty and the speeches were
confined to the Drill Hall.

Lord Islington the Governor of the day was in Rangiora in October
1912 opening the new Ashley bridge and spending some time at the annual
show and William Massey, New Zealand's new Prime Minister, visited
the town twice in 1913.8 The first occassion, in March, and only eight

Mbid 11 Aug 1902.
"Ibid 11 Mar 1903: 11 Apr 1906.
'Ibid 23 Jun 1911.
"Ibid 17 Mar. 16-17 May, 1913.
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months after Massey had assumed office, was a brief stop on a swift tour
by motor car through North Canterbury. He was welcomed by the Mayor,
John Sansom, at the Council Chambers and dined with the public at a
luncheon at the Drill Hall. Two months later he was back. The crew of
the battlecruiser H.M.S. New Zealand were being entertained with a sports
meeting and picnic but Massey slipping into the showgrounds quite unob-
trusively, had afternoon tea, gave out some prizes and went quietly away
again.

Massey's visit to Rangiora in March 1913 was a passing call to a centre
which, in the face of the Reform Party's victory in 1911, remained loyal
to the Liberal Party. It was understandable that in these circumstances
the Prime Minister should stand up during the Drill Hall luncheon and
attempt to persuade this heartland of northern liberalism that much of
his policy followed liberal tradition and that his views on land-holding
largely coincided with those of the local farmers. But compared with Sed-
don's reception in 1906 this, and the welcome he got at the show grounds
in May, were rather pallid. If he was not the most popular politician to
visit Rangiora then he would have been much less so later in that year.
But David Buddo's electoral support, hithero fairly solid, had begun to
fray at the edges. The local alliance between worker and farmer had come
under stress and new groups had been crystalising on Buddo's left and
on his right.

This political drift had begun about 1903 when a meeting of agricultural
labourers at Fernside demanded reduced working hours, a better living
wage and improved accommodation on the farm.9 They joined other Can-
terbury farm workers in forming the Canterbury Agricultural and Pastoral
Labourers' Union late that year. There was, too, about this time, an arbi-
tration hearing into the low wages paid by a local builder to his carpenters
and the Rangiora railway workers formed a branch of the Amalgamated
Society of Railway Servants about 1907 or 1908. The branch held its first
railway ball in the Drill Hall in August 1908, all the proceedings and the
dances being announced by semaphore.1

The shop workers, who had shown some restlessness during the eighteen-
eighties were now fairly quiet, their situation having been met by the Shops
and Offices Act and the half-day Thursday holiday.

To add to the problems of the farm labourers there was still an occasional
patch of winter unemployment and it had been already predicted that cars
and other machines might consign them, together with the blacksmiths,
farriers, saddlers and coach-builders, to the same scrap-heap on which the
flax workers found themselves in the early eighteen-nineties. There were
also new groups of workers in the town such as the men at the gasworks

"Ibid 15 May 1903.
•Ibid 10 Aug 1908.
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and those who worked at the Kaiapoi Woollen Mills. In May 1908 two
leaders of the Christchurch Independent Political Labour League, E. J.
Howard and A. W. Bickerton addressed a public meeting in Rangiora to
explain the League's platform. Forty-five people attended and the two
labour men stated their willingness to return again. As far as one can judge
no local branch of the League was formed as a result of this meeting.2

Disturbed by union agitation after the turn of the century and the first
signs of labour's political aspirations the major employers in the district,
the shopkeepers and farmers, also organised themselves into associations,
one defensive the other openly aggressive. The businessmen formed the
Rangiora Traders Association in June 1905, not so much for political
reasons as to co-ordinate a defence against money-raisers, advertisers,
charities and charlatans. Edward Relph was its president and rules were
drawn up to regulate subscriptions to, and co-operation with, those causes
of which the assocation's committee approved.3

The Rangiora Farmers Union on the other hand became overtly political.
Like other farmers unions which were formed in Canterbury during this
decade the Rangiora Farmers Union discussed improved farming methods,
new machinery and farmers problems — all those areas which the Northern
Agricultural and Pastoral Association had listed among its founding articles
in 1866 but which it had left to the farmers clubs to pursue. It also sup-
ported the land-holders' claim for the right to freehold Government lease-
hold. This involved it in political campaigning and from here it was only
a short step to an entirely different position — to that of an active, organised
opposition to the workers unions. Charles Leech was president of the
Rangiora Farmers Union and in 1910 he tried to persuade the Northern
Agricultural and Pastoral Association, of which he was also secretary, to
join the union in a campaign to protect the interests of farmers against
disruptive strikes and union wage demands. But the Association kept coldly
aloof and the Farmers Union itself became,split by the clamour of its
militants.

By the time the election of 1911 came along Labour was not yet in
a position to put up a candidate in the Kaiapoi electorate and so supported
Buddo as before. Buddo's old adversary, the resilient Moore, was again
the conservative on the hustings and another candidate, J. H. Blackwell,
the Mayor of Kaiapoi, campaigned for a straight majority on the liquor
issue.

There were several interesting facets to the 1911 election. Moore topped
the first pole in which Blackwell was eleminated as the lowest polling third
candidate but Buddo won the seat on the second poll which was held
a fortnight later. And because communication had improved Buddo was

Mbid 16 May 1908.
'Press 14 Jun 1905.
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able to celebrate his victory at Kaiapoi then rush away to thank his Rangi-.
ora supporters the same evening. These had been standing on the road
in front of the Red Lion watching the results of the election being projected
by lantern on to an upper window of Parrott's and Holcroft's store. The
Lyttelton Times had begun this service at the first poll when a large crowd
assembled in High Street, on the hotel balcony and in the livery stable
paddock on the other corner of Ivory Street. It was an election night scene
which was to be repeated several times before radio sets became common.4

The big local surprise of the 1911 election, however, was not the nature
of Buddo's belated win or even Massey's majority over the liberals in the
House but the startling resurgence of the Rangiora prohibition movement.
Still needing sixty per cent of the votes to run the electorate dry the Prohib-
ition League won a record fifty-one per cent of the liquor poll while the
vote for national prohibition, which appeared on the referendum paper
for the first time, was fifty-six per cent. In Rangiora the swing towards
prohibition was even more marked — fifty-six percent for local no-licence
and fifty-eight per cent for national prohibition.

With the election out of the way the town was left to concern itself
with borough affairs and its relationship with the new Rangiora County.
But certain labour questions remained unresolved and by the end of 1913
Rangiora was unhappily caught up in the waterfront strike of that year.
Remote from these troubles though it should have been, the town had
become the centre of the activities of the Farmers Union and, as the strike
widened and deepened, the more farmers were convinced that they should
somehow intervene to keep their produce flowing across the Lyttelton
wharves. And so the Union decided to join the nation-wide move to recruit
special constables to protect the 'arbitrationist labour' who had volunteered
to replace the strikers. The townspeople greeted this news with a mixture
of support and disdain but the Rangiora contingent of special constables
assembled on the road in front of the post office about mid-day on 19
November 1913.5

The Belfast freezing workers threatened to strike and confront the troop
on the main North Road if it passed through Belfast but the constables,
about fifty strong, and led by D. W. L. Mehrtens, rode out of the town
in mid-afternoon to the jeers and abuse of a hostile crowd. The Battle
of Belfast did not eventuate and they reached their camp at Addington
without incident.

After the strike had collapsed and the constables had returned home
the Farmers Union congratulated these 'Yeomen of the district' who had
volunteered in the 'preservation of peace', organised a smoke concert in
their honour and warned the public to watch the political situation next

4 Lyttelton Times 15 Dec 1911 and about.
Mbid 19.20 Nov 1913.
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election very carefully because 'the object of the Red Feds was to capture
Parliament'. But it was now 1914 and when election time came around
again at the end of the year local voters had other matters on their mind.6

'Ibid 7 Jan 1914. The Rangiora Farmers Union was wound up in 1917 but a Rangiora branch
of the Canterbury Farmers Union was formed after the war with an interest strictly in farm-
ing affairs.
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