
CHAPTER SEVEN

The Founding of the Township

In the mid-eighteen-fifties, the doldrum years of the Canterbury settlement,
small out-lying clusters of farms like those at Rangiora lived on in isolation,
reached only by an un-formed cart track and as self-sufficient as they could
make themselves. At the beginning of 1855 eight farms were being broken
in, only two by newcomers, while of the fifteen rural sections purchased
so far around the bush itself eight were idle still in the names of absentees.
The only development of any importance was the complete occupation
of the plains to the foothills by runholders while Torlesse was preparing
to move the headquarters of his Miraki run from Rangiora westward to
Waikoko at the foot of the downs. However, the drying-up of the immi-
gration stream in 1853 coincided with the introduction of provincial govern-
ment and the new Canterbury administration, mindful of the need to
re-introduce systematic immigration if the province was to have any future,
instituted such a programme in 1854.

The first ship chartered under the new scheme arrived early the following
year but it was not until 1857 that the flow of assisted immigrants reached
really effective numbers. From that year into the early eighteen-sixties sev-
eral thousand new settlers arrived in Canterbury and a small proportion
of them found their way by chance or by choice to Rangiora. This second
wave of immigrants contained the farm workers, labourers and domestic
servants required, hopefully, to end the labour shortage but there was also
a wide representation of trades and crafts as well as shop-keepers and
clerks and many with nondescript backgrounds willing to try anything.
Some of those who ended their journey at Rangiora bought small-holdings
around the bush while others opened shops, hotels and workshops along
the road line to Harewood Forest.

The first shipment of new immigrants arrived on the Grasmere in May
1855 and the link between Stoke-by-Nayland and Rangiora was re-
established. A number of Suffolk people, two families named Harrington
and Hooper and several young men, were given accommodation by the
Torlesses while the men-folk of the party were given work in the bush
and at Waikoko. Another Stoke man, Thomas Chisnall, his wife and two
daughters, arrived on the Caroline Agnes the following August and joined
the Torlesse work party but for some reason two of the families later packed
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up and moved on.1 Two other passengers from the Grasmere, William
Breach and Joseph Frost, each with a wife and a child, were also to go
up to Rangiora, Breach becoming a pit-sawyer and working in the Charles
Street area. Charles Street, an old bush track, was once known as Breach's
Road. Frost, a carpenter, didn't settle in Rangiora until 1859 but helped
to build many of the township's early houses and shops.

Another immigrant ship, the Cashmere, made Lyttelton in October 1855
and among those who disembarked from her were William Emms Ivory
and William Stapleforth. Stapleforth came from Lincolnshire and was ac-
companied by his wife and a child, Ivory, a native of Norwich, by his
wife and four children and they were brothers-in-law. They both back-
packed their belongings over the Bridle Path to Ferrymead, Ivory's first
swag consisting of a seventy pound feather bed which he carried across
one morning before breakfast. After inspecting the maps at the land office
they decided to go out to Rangiora immediately but they found the place
still looking pretty much a wasteland of flax, toitoi and tussock, a few
pit-sawyers working in the bush and most of the Miraki hands up at
Waikoko finishing the woolshed and preparing for the shearing. They
bought a small-holding each from Torlesse and in addition Ivory purchased
a rural section on the Northbrook Stream not far from the bush and
Torlesse's house.

Ivory's first task was to find timber for a house but he was soon able
to start work on a simple three-room lean-to, a popular type of cottage
which could be added to as the owner's means improved. There was a
living room in the centre with a fire-place big enough to contain a camp
oven. Soon after the Ivorys moved into the cottage they experienced an
earthquake which drove them out of doors for the rest of the night. The
earthquake was followed, some time later, by a north-west gale which swept
down from the hills and across the open flat in front of the bush with
a ferocity which imprisoned everybody indoors for two days. Afraid to
open a door in case the house was wrecked Ivory ventured out just once,
on his hands and knees, to pass food to two newly-arrived young English-
men who were sheltering in a V-hut nearby in fear of their lives. The
camp oven, which was kept outside when not in use, was blown several
chains.

After the house was finished Ivory dug some of his ground and planted
the vegetable seeds which he had brought with him. The first to be ready
were the radishes and when the time arrived for them to be placed on
the table the whole family dressed in their best clothes and honoured these
first fruits in a manner related later by Ivory — 'After grace which I said

'See also Chapter, Fernside. There was also some movement of Suffolk people, both ways,
between Rangiora and Nelson where there was another Stoke-by-Nayland colony, witness,
Stoke, Nayland Road, Songar Street and other relics. Naomi Songar was the Torlesse family
nurse before Charlotte Street (Mrs. Charles Merton).
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with a fervour I had not before nor have I since equalled, my heart being
so full of gratitude to The Giver Of All Good, we sat on our Canterbury
blocks (blocks cut from trees in the bush) around our rough-made table
and enjoyed those few simple radishes as though they were a royal feast.'
A year or so later Ivory dug an acre with his spade, sowed it with wheat
and harvested one hundred and ten bushells from it.2

Like most who came to Rangiora in those early years Stapleforth had
to find some kind of work to make ends meet but there was little offering.
Torlesse seemed to be getting his labour directly from Suffolk but he got
a job sowing wheat for Crosbie and Hamilton Ward on the basis of his
experience, actually limited to a dimming memory of seeing the process,
as a boy, in Yorkshire. It was enough, and when the Wards' five acre
field had been ploughed Stapleforth put his seed in a baby's basket and
scattered it about. It yielded sixty-five bushells to the acre but when it
was stacked the rats came up out of the swamp so that it had to be guarded
every night until it was threshed. Another of his jobs was working on the
Kaiapoi Direct Road in 1857 which Boys had just surveyed and which
Torlesse was trying to have formed.

Ivory concentrated on his land for he had plans to establish a nursery
and to supply the settlement with the orchards and trees which it so ur-
gently needed. He was, in fact, a gardener by profession and had been
apprenticed to a nursery at Bracondale, Norwich. He had then moved to
Hertfordshire to become a gardener on the Rothschild estate, Tring Park,
which later became Disraeli's home, and it was his work there, in charge
of a group of hot-houses supplying the mansion with grapes all the year
round, that undermined his health and decided him to migrate to New
Zealand. With this experience Ivory established a nursery and his son John,
who first worked for Hamilton Ward looking after his cattle, later joined
him in the enterprise. This nursery provided the settlement with most of
its home orchards and decorative trees, thereby contributing towards the
softening of the hard outlines of the original bare open spaces in front
of the bush and the simple box-like cottages and shops of the early town-
ship.

Immigrants from Stoke and the Suffolk-Essex border continued to come
to Rangiora in 1856. The Sir Edward Paget, which berthed at Lyttelton
in July, brought George Cook, Joseph Wayland and his wife Fanny, and
William Crysell, while two large families, old James and Mrs Merton, their
son Charles, his wife and four children, and a large family of Deals, ac-
companied by Charles Torlesse's sister Priscilla, landed from the Egmont
in December. William Crysell obtained work with John Macfarlane at Low-
burn and Charles Merton, a musician, went back to Christchurch where
he started singing classes.

2 Reminiscence, Jennings papers.
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Others had also begun to drift to Rangiora, however, and two men,
William Vincent and Edward Good, bought rural sections along the settle-
ment's eastern paper road. Vincent, a builder from Bishop Stenden, Devon,
had been in Canterbury since 1851 farming at Papanui but he sold up
and re-settled on land on the west side of George Thomson's farm, building
quite a fine home for those times on the road to Harewood Forest.3

Edward Good's section was on the south side of the road opposite Vin-
cent and on the west side of Howard's farm. From Boraston, Shropshire,
Good had arrived on the Royal Stuart early in 1855 but he had worked
around Christchurch a year or more before deciding to go north. Hearing
that the track to Rangiora took two days to cover he loaded his family
and belongings into a dray pulled by one bullock and, by starting very
early and finishing late at night, he completed a weary journey in one.
Good planted crops and, like most others there, he obtained farm work
wherever he could.

The Joseph Fletcher reached Lyttelton in October 1856 and among its
passengers were Edward Pentecost, Captain Charles d'Auvergne and
Thomas Walker, the last probably another Suffolk man. Pentecost had
been a milkman at Pelham, Surrey. Accompanied by his wife and three
sons he made his way to Rangiora and began clearing a section he had
bought on the western side of the settlement near John Boys's farm.
d'Auvergne was a Channel Islander, from Jersey, and a sea-captain, and
the day after the Joseph Fletcher arrived he married Sarah Ward, the
daughter of James Goodrich Ward, a passenger who had died on the
journey out. d'Auvergne and his wife's brother, Edward Goodrich Ward,
went up to Rangiora where Ward selected two or three rural sections but
d'Auvergne continued on up to Auckland where he stayed two years. On
his return to Rangiora in 1858 he bought one of Goodrich Ward's sections,
on the Taranaki Stream opposite Brooklands, and he named his farm
Bonair. d'Auvergne was to play a prominent role in the founding of many
of the settlement's early societies and his sons Charles, Edward and
Bonamy were to be among Rangiora's foremost young sportsmen in the
eighteen-eighties and eighteen-nineties.

By the end of 1856 Torlesse could call on a number of local settlers
to help with the seasonal work, shearing, carting and hay-making. In Dec-
ember, just before the Egmont arrived, a gang of men — Hooper, William
Coup, Edward Good, Edmund Land, George Thomson and a man named
Birch were employed mowing the hay with Thomson's two sons turning.
Torlesse was also looking for a bricklayer to do some chimney construction
for him and he located one named Samuel Golding. Golding had landed

3Not to be confused with the William Vincent who accompanied Reeves to Oxford. His four
daughters were to marry Frederick Elmer, J. G. Shrimpton, Calvert Wilson and Christopher
Merton.
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from the Isabella Hercus in January 1856 and he was to be found working
on a chimney at Rangiora in February 1857.

As Golding was beginning work the Philip Laing dropped anchor at
Lyttelton after calling at Wellington, and two of her passengers found their
way up to Rangiora. One, Thomas Noble, was a brother of Robert Noble
who had come out with G. J. Leech and he bought land near the Taranaki
Stream, married a daughter of Edmund Robinson and settled to farming
in the Smart's Road area quite successfully. The other passenger was
Thomas Wilberfoss Foster, a silk mercer from Selby, Yorkshire, who had
left the ship at Wellington and hastened on down to Canterbury on a
schooner called the Mary Thompson.

Foster bought an allotment from George Hanmer in a roadside subdiv-
ision of land Hanmer had bought from Torlesse in December 1856. The
lot was situated on the corner of the accommodation track that led through
the middle of Torlesse's first subdivision down to William Ivory's land
and Foster built an hotel named The Lion on it. Very little is known about
this early public house. It opened in May or early June 1857 and one
source suggests that it may have been made of corrugated iron. However,
the hotel which stood on the Lion site throughout the eighteen-sixties and
which was destroyed by fire in 1871 was a two-storied wooden structure
of a common English style with dormer windows giving light to the upper
floor. Foster bought and subdivided more land along the road but he died
in 1861 and his widow married Augustus Ellice.

One of the Lion's first paying guests was William Reeves who came
up from Lyttelton with his wife, two children and a servant in June 1857.
Reeves, a London bank clerk who had apparently failed on the London
Stock Exchange, had taken passage on the Rose of Sharon and, on reaching
Lyttelton in January, had become friendly with W. J. W. Hamilton and
Crosby Ward. On their advice he had gone up to Rangiora where Hamilton
Ward had employed him as a ploughman. Reeves lived with Ward at
Woodside for a time helping him with his general farmwork and, it seems,
joining him in a brief partnership. He also obtained work on the Direct
Road to Kaiapoi which Boys had surveyed through the swamps below
Southbrook and which Torlesse was trying to persuade the Provincial Gov-
ernment to form. A number of settlers found work digging ditches and
forming the road through the bogs and although it was a pretty fruitless
task Reeves for one was paid handsomely in land, a rural section between
Smith Howard and Brooklands.

Another to benefit from the construction of the Direct Road was Ingram
Shrimpton. Shrimpton had owned the Lyttelton Times but had sold the
paper to C. C. Bowen and Crosbie Ward in 1856. He then acquired Ward's
half of his ill-fated brother's section, RS 53, perhaps as part-payment for
the newspaper, and then spent 1857 and 1858 at Rangiora butchering and
sawmilling and reduced, like the others, to odd-jobbing, which saw him
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ditch-digging on the Direct Road. Paid also in land Shrimpton made his
choice at Waikuku where, dogged by misfortune, he farmed quite unsuc-
cessfully. Reeves was also to leave. After building a house on his new
farm he was persuaded by Torlesse to manage Fernside. In fact Reeves
hoped to become a runholder through a partnership with the station owner
but Torlesse wasn't interested and Reeves walked off Fernside, sold his
Rangiora property to George Hart and went to live in James Townsend's
old home, Ferrymead, on the Heathcote. In 1861 he purchased Bowen's
interest in the Lyttelton Times and so began his thirty years as chief propri-
etor of that newspaper.4

The Lion was the second public building in the settlement. The first
was an assembly room which was built with money raised by the Torlesse
family in Stoke-by-Nayland to serve as a church and a school until these
could be properly provided. Known also as the schoolroom it stood on
the Northbrook corner of the new Direct Road and the first religious service
was held there on 15 June 1856 by George Thomson, fully a year before
the Lion opened. The arrival of Priscilla Torlesse made a school possible
and the news that education was available at Rangiora late in 1857 brought
the Luxton family down from a sheep station on the Hurunui.

John Windsor Luxton was the son of a yoeman farmer in the Tiverton
district of North Devon. Faced with receding opportunities on closely-
farmed land as he grew older Luxton bought tickets for himself, his wife
and three youngest children for New Zealand and with a family of relatives
named Blackmore they boarded the Castle Eden at Plymouth. The fifth
of the Canterbury Association's ships the Castle Eden reached Lyttelton
in February 1851 and Luxton found employment at Heathcote. His experi-
ence as a ploughman got him a position with J. S. Caverhill of Motonau
and the family went up there by coastal schooner, being placed on one
of Caverhill's out-stations across the Hurunui, later Cheviot. Luxton's
future in this country looked promising but when he heard of Rangiora's
recent progress he rejected a manager's position which had been offered
to him and prepared to go there for the sake of his growing young family.
With all their belongings secured on the backs of two pack horses and
the two youngest children riding in panniers the family followed a Maori
track south, camping out and walking at a leisurely pace all the way to
Christchurch.

At Christchurch John Luxton selected a rural section at Rangiora on
the west side of James Boys's land and a short distance from the north-west
tip of the bush. He named his farm Forestdale, built a home on the western

4Reeves never forgot the place where he first got started in New Zealand and during Rangi-
ora's fight to pull the northern railway away from the coast westward through the town
it had the solid support of the Lyttelton Times and its proprietor, then a cabinet minister.
See Chapter, The Struggle for Status: The Railway Controversy.

paper road (on the corner of John's Road and the West Belt) and, although
elderly as colonists went, he and his wife Grace brought up seven of their
eight children there. Forestdale was a mixed cropping-dairying farm, the
family supplying the settlement with milk, cream and butter. All the Luxton
menfolk became prominent in the affairs of Rangiora until the turn of
the century.5

Stephen Mounsey and Samuel Henry Andrews also occupied their farms
about the same time, Mounsey having chosen a block on the Taranaki
downstream from Edmund Robinson and Andrews beginning his accumu-
lation of land between the settlement and the river. Towards the end of
1857 three related families arrived at Rangiora, drawn to Canterbury by
the letters they had received from William Ivory and William Stapleforth
who had already made the journey. They were all uncles, aunts and cousins
connected on the Ivory side, two families, those of Aquila Ivory and
William Doggett, coming out on the Glentanner which dropped anchor
at Lyttelton in October, while a third, Charles Jennings, his wife and two
children, stepped ashore from the Bosworth on Christmas Day.

William Ivory and William Stapleforth went to Lyttelton as soon as the
news reached them of the Glentanner's arrival. They dined with the two
families and arranged that they should all go on to Kaiapoi where Ivory
would meet them with a bullock wagon. In the meantime the party stayed
at the Lyttelton immigration barracks for several days then, finding that
their luggage would not be sent forward for another two weeks, they set
off on foot over the hill to Christchurch. Aquila Ivory was accompanied
by his wife, her sister and a son named William, and William and Matilda
Doggett had four little girls and a boy with them. It was an extremely
hot day and they had to carry everything they would need. Doggett had
a big bundle strapped to his back and carried his four year old son while
his wife had a basket on one arm and held the youngest girl in the other.
Ivory and his wife supported their son between them while all the rest
had a small parcel each. In this way they struggled over the hill in the
heat to Heathcote and there hired a cart to take them to Kaiapoi. A halt
was made for dinner in the middle of Christchurch, where the cathedral
now stands, and then the cart was pressed on to the Waimakariri. As the
little party neared the river it passed a group of Maori dwellings, which
frightened the children, and the river was found to be in heavy flood.
The adults were unwilling to risk the raft-like punt which served as a ferry
while the children were afraid to stay in the vicinity of the Maori village.
They put their trust in the punt and it got them over safely.

The dray dropped the two families at Kaiapoi but they found that
William Ivory had returned to Rangiora believing that he had chosen the

5Two of John Luxton's brothers migrated to Canada and Australia. One of the descendants
of James, the Australian, Sir Harold Luxton, became Lord Mayor of Melbourne.
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wrong day. There were no rooms to be had so they continued walking
up the North Road until they reached the home of a Mrs Gibbs or a
Mrs Stone where they stopped and were given hot coffee and scones. A
short distance further along the track they came to Edmund Robinson's
house where it was learned that the Cam was in flood and unfordable.
A boy was sent on to direct them towards a rough bridge up-stream. It
was well past dark, nearly eleven o'clock, by the time the exhausted group
stumbled into William Vincent's house but a man named Harry Carter
offered to guide them on to William Ivory's. Ivory's and Stapleforth's
homes were very small but all four adults and seven children were given
accommodation until they had places of their own, sleeping in beds made
up on the floor.

Doggett bought a small holding near Ivory out of the Torlesse subdiv-
ision, paying fifteen pounds for it, but he was not to live to work it. Suffer-
ing from the effects of an accident before he left England he had not
been in good health and the hardships of the voyage out and the uncer-
tainty of his prospects were too much for him and he died not long after
his arrival. He was buried in a corner of Stapleforth's field and his land
was registered in the name of his wife, Matilda.6

The Jennings family arrived on the Bosworth to join the Ivorys and so
their accommodation was also assured. Charles Jennings came from Lon-
don where he had worked as a carpenter and had gained some experience
at undertaking. He built a cottage on the corner of the track leading up
to the Ashley and which would become Ashley Street and he became the
settlement's first undertaker. His son Charles Ivory Jennings, who was to
become the most prolific holder of office in the whole history of Rangiora's
municipal, social, cultural and sporting institutions, was born in this cottage
but the family soon moved to a small property back on Ivory's Road.
Jennings was not the first carpenter for he had been preceded by Robert
Schmidt some months earlier.

By the New Year, 1858, the Rangiora settlement had grown quite signifi-
cantly. A public meeting had been called in the schoolroom to plan a
new church and on New Year's Day a cricket match was played at the
Torlesse home, the players retiring to Foster's Lion Hotel for lunch. Priscilla
Torlesse invited the children to tea, organising races, games and charades
for their entertainment and two evenings later there was singing in the
schoolroom. At the end of the first week in January Charles Torlesse packed
his traps and left on his exploratory trip into the upper Ashley and on
his return, and while driving his cart into Christchurch, he met H. H. de
Bourbel who had recently landed from the Westminister.

'This story of the Doggett family was told by Rebecca Bradley in a reminiscence published
in the North Canterbury Gazette, 9 Nov 1933. Mrs Bradley was Rebecca Doggett, one of
the children who made that journey.
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de Bourbel had been at Rangiora before, in 1851, but had gone back
to England. After taking part in the Crimean campaign he had returned
to Canterbury on the Westminster on 9 January, and with two fellow pass-
engers, Harry Kenrick and Josiah Birch, he appeared at Rangiora making
enquiries about the availability of standing trees. There was an obvious
and growing demand now for building timber and by April 1858 de Bour-
bel and Birch had a steam sawmill working in the bay on the northern
side of the bush. Several other immigrants from the same ship came north.
Henry La Nauze, a former army captain and his brother Robert bought
a rural section on the south side of the bush and with Henry's family
settled at Southbrook, while a Reverend Wallace turned up on Torlesse's
doorstep wanting to rent his house. Torlesse refused him and when the
reverend gentleman, a sickly man, died soon afterwards, de Bourbel mar-
ried his widow. Another Westminster colonist, Edward Idle, put a passenger
and freight cart on the North Road.

While de Bourbel and Birch were completing negotiations for the pur-
chase of bush land a man named Soloman Stephens and his wife drove
up to the Torlesse house in a dray. It was 25 January and they too were
land hunting. Stephens was a gardener by trade and had been in Canter-
bury since 1851, arriving on the Cornwall. He was only nineteen when
he left his home in Chiltoe, Wiltshire, and his new young wife Selina was
only eighteen. The pair had a partner, a Christchurch butcher named
Piercy, and they selected a rural section at the western end of the settlement
and where Stephens built a cottage.

Stephens had come upon the scene while Torlesse was preparing to ex-
plore and map the upper Waimakariri valley and where he spent most
of February 1858. He was also considering moving to Fernside and on
his return from the Waimakariri he began to make plans for a new house
there so that he could more easily manage the three stations, Fernside,
Birch Hill and Awawhio, his new run in the upper Ashley, which he had
recently registered. In the middle of this planning, on 7 March, the
Roehampton put in to Lyttelton and within days several of its passengers
had arrived at Rangiora. Some had taken Bishop's cart from Christchurch
to Kaiapoi while others had taken a passage on a small steamer named
the Planet which was making its maiden run from Lyttelton to the
Waimakariri. William Sadler brought them all on to Rangiora in his cart.

Two families, those of Thomas Hills, a brickmaker of Ipswich, and
William Smith, also from Suffolk were sent on to Fernside to work on
the new cob house Torlesse was having built there. It is possible that Hills
and Smith, knowing where they were going, influenced other passengers
to follow them for more people came to Rangiora from the Roehampton
than from any immigrant ship so far. In addition to the Hillses and Smiths
six other families made Rangiora their home. They were the Payne, Gul-
liver, Miles, Brandon, Lilly and Waters families.
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James Gulliver and his family crossed the hills from Lyttelton by way
of the Bridle Path with two of his children sitting in baskets slung over
the back of a donkey and, at Heathcote, picked up a bullock wagon loaded
with their personal belongings and household goods which had been
shipped round to Ferrymead on a small paddle steamer. Their destination
was already Rangiora and the reason may have been the presence of
Ariosto Wakefield, Torlesses's cousin and the ship's third officer, who was
paying some attention to James Gulliver's sister. In choosing the bullock
wagon the family were travelling by the slowest possible method and the
end of the first day saw them only in Christchurch, camping under the
dray and a tarpaulin. The second day took them to the Styx which was
crossed with the aid of a shallow bridge of flax sticks tied in bundles and
the third evening found them camped at the Waimakariri some distance
above the ferry. The fourth day was occupied looking for a ford across
the river, which was fairly low, several crossings being made before all
their gear was safely on the north bank. Another two days and the bullocks
brought them all into Torlesse's yard. Torlesse made them welcome but
he was not pleased to find Ariosto Wakefield there.

It was arranged that the Gullivers should stay the first night with Matilda
Doggett until Torlesse could clean out his stable and thereafter the family
lived in the stable, cooking their meals out in the open for some months
while James Gulliver evaluated the place. He bought a small-holding out
of Tyack's section and another half-acre on the main road through the
settlement, the smaller piece costing him only two pounds ten shillings.
On this small lot he built a sod house with a thatched roof. A baker by
trade Gulliver later constructed an oven at his home and went into business.
He was also the first sexton at the new cemetary while Sarah Gulliver,
his sister, helped Priscilla Torlesse at the schoolroom.

Among the Roehampton immigrants who followed Hills and Smith to
Rangiora were the Derretts who did not stay long, William Payne, who
bought land on the track leading straight towards Mt. Grey and the Ashley
and J. R. Brandon who chose land to the east of Payne. A captain in
the ordinance section of the British army, John Rose Brandon had just
completed twenty-five years service in India, part of it with the Rajah
of Oude. Something of an eccentric he had occupied the chief cabin and
was accompanied by his wife and seven children. Henry Waters and John
Lilly settled on the road to Oxford opposite Stephens, Waters arriving first
and buying a small roadside lot from James Boys. Lilly came along later
and built a cob cottage there, possibly on Waters' section. Before this cot-
tage was finished a strong nor'west gale blew up and carried away the
canvas sheet which had been put up as a temporary roof. It was raining
hard and Mrs Lilly was caught in bed with her baby and with only an
umbrella for protection.

James Miles was head gamekeeper for J. B. Starkey of Spye Park in
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Wiltshire and was related in some way to Solomon Stephens. He bought
the northerly part of Tyack's section, beyond Gulliver's small-holding, and
built a sod house on it. The track leading down to his small farm became
Good Street and he helped to build other sod and cob homes in the settle-
ment. There were eight in the Miles party but his children and grand-
children grew so substantially in number that he was affectionately known
as Grandfather Miles.

The arrival of the Roehampton people raised the population of Rangiora
by more than fifty, twenty adults and thirty-two children, and a similar
number of families and single men and women crossed the Waimakariri
after disembarking from the Zealandia in September 1958. Most of this
second group stopped at Woodend where there was also good land, forest
and water and where Thomas Ayers, Charles Skevington and William
Gibbs were to join up with an advance party from their own village in
Bedfordshire. Another party of Suffolk migrants, Robert Grimwood and
his wife and three sons, Thomas Jones, a carpenter, and a family of Levetts,
came on to Rangiora and Torlesse took the last two up to Feraside. The
Zealandia immigrants had really been despatched to relieve the labour
shortage in the colony but they were the first to move out, in number,
any distance beyond the main settlements of Kaiapoi and Rangiora and
their arrival marked the beginning of a wave of land-purchasing which
was to ripple out across the Mandeville District after 1858.

The gentle flow of new settlers from other sources, in the meantime,
continued. On 30 May 1858 the small schooner Gypsy came into Lyttelton
from Nelson and it carried a Durham woollen-draper named Henry
Blackett, his wife and four children. Destined originally for Taranaki
Blackett had migrated for the sake of his health but on reaching Nelson
he changed his mind and took the schooner south. He bought a part of
John Lavery's section on the main road through Rangiora and pitched
a tent on it, in the very heart of the place and right opposite the spot
where the post office would one day stand.

Just before their departure from England William Ivory and William
Stapleforth had noticed a brightly painted dray at Charing Cross station
in London and were told that it belonged to a man named Bell. Some
months later they noticed the same dray sitting outside a cottage on the
Ferry Road near Christchurch and it eventually found its way to Rangiora.
The Ferry Road property was occupied by William Bell who had come
out to Canterbury in 1851 with his sister Ann from Foston in Lincolnshire
to assess the prospects in the colony for his family. Ann returned to Foston,
it appears, to give a favourable report and to get some equipment and
machinery and their brother, Jonathan Bell, was on the Caroline Agnes
when it put in to Lyttelton on 17 August 1855. The Bells remained at
the Ferry Road until 1858 when Jonathan left in search of good land,
taking his spade with him to test the soil until he found what he wanted
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at Rangiora, a short distance west of Solomon Stephens. He named his
farm Foston. William Bell bought his land to the east of the settlement,
on the Cam, and was soon engaged in the building of a flourmill, on that
stream, with Edward Steggall. The mill was working early in 1859.

Towards the end of 1858 a Surrey labourer named Robert Watkins
joined the Pentecost family. Watkins had married Edward Pentecost's
daughter and he landed from the Indiana in November.

In the three years after the arrival of the Grasmere and the Cashmere
in 1855 a number of small-holdings were bought and occupied by new
immigrants from the Southbrook Stream up through the bush and across
the road to Harewood Forest and Oxford. Most of it was Torlesse land
the runholder having been kept busy with applications for his, Sadler's
and E. J. Wakefield's subdivisions. But a number of landowners on the
north side, and particularly those labourers who had been paid in land
for the work they had done for the Provincial Government were ready
to capitalise on the demand for land and they too made small-holdings
available after 1857. Torlesse was also handling the sale of timbered lots
for absentee owners. There was a shortage of timber in the settlement and
the planned church had not yet been built because of it. But the influx
of new settlers during 1858 encouraged George Black, the Kaiapoi
storekeeper, to build a store at Rangiora and at the very end of the year
many of them attended the first social functions to be held in the place.

Four days before Christmas 1858 a bachelor's ball was held at William
Reeves's house, probably on the Woodend Road, while on Christmas Day
a big crowd descended on Reeves at Fernside where he was also partly
residing in order to manage the station for Torlesse. Charles and Henry
Torlesse issued an open invitation to all those new settlers who might care
to come to attend the entertainments which were to be arranged for New
Year's Day at their home. About 180 responded and they gathered in a
small paddock across the Northbrook Stream from the house shortly after
one o'clock in the afternoon. There were games and races for the children
with some of the older boys and girls playing kiss-in-the-ring and Sally-
Walker-catch-me-if-you-can. The men played cricket all day, quoits and
leap-frog and there was a cricket match for the boys. A number of people
performed the country dances of their homeland counties, some Scottish
men and women danced reels while one or two Irishmen did some jigs.
Old James Merton, dressed in a white linen smock, which came below
his waist, Bedford cord breeches, gaitors and hob-nailed boots, and carrying
a pewter mug brimming with beer, did the John Ploughman's Dance by
himself. Thomas Foster of the Lion Hotel catered for dinner while the
Torlesse family provided tea and cakes.

The crowd dispersed for tea then returned to the big booth which had
been erected on the lawn for an evening concert. The ladies had unpacked
the evening dresses they had brought with them from the old country and
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gave them their first airing in the colony. There were charades, some songs
recitations and a little play and Charles Merton sang the Bay of Biscay
and Man the Lifeboat. Edward Jerningham Wakefield amused them all
in some way while old James Townsend mixed a good punch. After supper,
Auld Lang Syne and God Save The Queen the guests found their way
home through the gathering dark to their cottages, picking their path care-
fully through the tussock, flax and bog-holes.

THE MILLING OF THE BUSH

By the beginning of 1859 the pit-sawyers and a steam sawmill were making
deep inroads into the three hundred or so acres of Rangiora Bush to satisfy
the growing demand for building and fencing material. There had always
been some small-scale exploitation of this small forest ever since Charles
Torlesse had settled on its northern flank in 1851 although he had sought
out all the available sawn timber at Greymount and Kaiapoi before cutting
into his own trees. Henry Sewell would have liked to have alienated the
bush for the Church but he came on the scene too late, for it had already
been bought by a few holders of Canterbury Association land orders.

Of Torlesse's two original selections for his father the one transferred
to the Wakefields (R.S.81) had trees over about a third of its area while
that which was eventually conveyed to him (R.S.86) was about eighty per-
cent forest. Bush Street separates the two sections today. Edward Ward's
section (R.S.53) contained only a small area of woodland, about ten acres.
The Reverend Raven got a good piece of the southern part of the wood
but Humphrey Hanmer's land contained few trees. The remainder of the
eight rural sections which covered the bush were bought by the absentees,
C. M. Shipley, Dr Daniel Brent and G. Ross. Two or three adjacent sections
may have contained a perch or two but nothing of significance apart from
ti-trees and toi-toi lay beyond those eight early purchases.

The first timber-cutting licence for Rangiora Bush was issued to Robert
Chapman of Springbank in 1852 but the early agricultural freeholders,
Leech, Hanmer, Howard, Robinson and the Townsends simply bought
an acre from Torlesse and took what timber they wanted from it, the
rate in 1853, if Leech's transaction was a common one, was twenty-five
pounds an acre. Torlesse took out a timber licence himself in 1854 and
seems to have employed pit-sawyers in his own woodland and on some
for which he was agent. George Alfred White was probably the first
of the pit-sawyers, following Torlesse to the bush and building a hut
there, possibly on or near the small-holding which was in his name at
the southeast tip of the bush and where the Rivermarsh Road crossed
the Southbrook Stream. The hut was burnt down in August 1854 and
Torlesse tried to persuade White's wife, whose child was very ill, to ac-
company him to his home but apparently she would not go. Archibald
Baxter, Thomas Eaton, Louis Marrin and a band of sawyers named Poyce,
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Nelson, Hunter, McKenzie and Satchell followed White to Rangiora and
there were a number of other sawyers who came across from the native
reserve where Maori Bush and Church Bush were also falling under the
axe. Pit-sawing was a method by which two men together could produce
planks by laying the logs horizontally over a pit in the ground. One man
stood above the log and the other down in the pit and they were thus
able to saw vertically through the whole length of the log. A raised platform
was sometimes used to carry the log but it was hard work, unpleasant
for the sawyer underneath the log and a method which was unable to
supply a growing market.

Torlesse entered the timber business in July 1854 with the production
of complete stockyards, the first going to J. T. Brown who, at that time,
was just setting himself up at Mount Thomas, between the Okuku and
Garry rivers. Henry Torlesse and Frederick Elmer drayed the material over
the Ashley to Brown's station and it cost him eighteen pounds delivered.
After this sale Torlesse had the pit-sawyers and his own men at work split-
ting posts and rails, cross-cutting lengths for fences, palings, shingle blocks
and hurdles and ripping planks and boarding. The sale of Rangiora timber
through Kaiapoi began with a wagon-load driven down there by a tempor-
ary hand named Everest on 9 August 1854 and it was followed by further
loads as they were made up. William Sadler did most of the regular carting
but in December a man named Green arrived from Stoke-by-Nayland and
he was also put on the timber carts.

The Rangiora timber trade was always a very small operation. The larger
forest on the native reserve was closer to Kaiapoi and the Cam flowing
past it and out into the Waimakariri made the transportation of timber
by punt easier and cheaper. Nor did it last very long. At the beginning
of 1855 Torlesse began to plan the expansion of his run-holding operations
westward and with the construction of the Waikoko accommodation facili-
ties and yards beginning in April the sale of timber from his own land
stopped. Thereafter the Rangiora forest was utilised only for local needs,
for the building of Fernside and the homes, fences and yards of the settlers
who were coming to the Mandeville district in increasing numbers. There
was still a living for the pit-sawyers and some of the new arrivals like
George Thomson, Smith Howard, William Vincent, Joseph Thompson,
Jabez Frost, William Breach, Charles Munns and Richard Evans worked
in the pits to get their own timber and to cut for those who had purchased
timbered lots. But the demand for timber by the end of 1857 couldn't
be met by the pit-sawyers and steps were taken to establish a steam sawmill
in the bush early the following year.

Within days of their landing from the Westminster on 9 January 1858
H. H. de Bourbel and Josiah Birch were at Rangiora enjoying Torlesse's
hospitality and on the look-out for some kind of enterprise with which
to occupy themselves. It may have been that, having visited Rangiora be-
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Smith Howard. George John Leech.

John Boys's house at Rangiora as seen by Dr. A. C. Barker who sketched it on 21 November
1854. Torlesse's house on the extreme left. Canterbury Museum.
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The Church of St. John Baptist after its enlargement in 1864. Probably the earliest known photograph of Rangiora this view shows
remnants of the bush in the distance and High Street running across the centre. The Reverend B. W. Dudley inset. Rangiora Early
Record Society



John Wheeler's butcher's shop near the Plough Hotel. Rangiora Early Record Society

John and Thomas Thompsons' store, later the Colonial Bank, corner of High and Victoria
Streets. Rangiora Early Record Society



fore, in the early 'fifties, de Bourbel had already laid his plans before
he left the ship. Nevertheless, before January was out he and Birch had
bought twenty-six acres and ten perches of forested land from Samuel
Andrews. It was part of the Ross section, 316, which Andrews had bought
from a banker named Spowers, and it cost the partners 358 pounds. They
then purchased a heavy dray and six bullocks from Torlesse for 150 pounds
and prepared to bring a steam engine up to Rangiora. The opinion was
that they would never get the engine beyond Kaiapoi but they did, possibly
taking the un-formed Direct Road across the swamps. It took four days
to drag the mill a quarter of a mile beyond the Southbrook Stream, even
with logs laid out along the track to improve the surface, but the mill
was eventually set up in the bay on the north side of the bush. The land
was in Birch's name, the site of the mill was Boys Road east, now the
South Belt, and it began sawing some time in April or May 1858.

The steam sawmill began working through Birch's woodland and when
it had finished it started on Torlesse's timber. De Bourbel offered Torlesse
a large sum of money for his forest land but apparently it was sold off
in small pieces with de Bourbel getting only some of it. The mill opened
up more work opportunities for pit-sawyers and settlers who fed the mill
and gleaned the rubbish and branches to make posts, rails, fencing and
shingles. Among those who worked as bushmen at this time were Aquila
Ivory, James Miles, Maurice Maloney, Richard Able, Henry Hooper,
William Denne, John Langton Leech (G. J. Leech's brother), William
Wright, William Stapleforth, John Bayley and William Williams. But the
mill was only able to continue as long as landowners needed sawn timber
themselves or were willing to sell their standing trees. Consequently it was
not in constant operation. Two fires also reduced the area of trees and
scrub, the first on 6 December 1858, the second on 13 October 1859. It
is believed that during the second fire the mill building was burnt and
that the steam engine and machinery were dragged out to the Direct Road
where it was installed in a shed.

Towards the end of the sawmill's useful life at Rangiora de Bourbel
and Birch gave it up to Ingram Shrimpton and Harry Kenrick who had
landed from the Westminister with its former owners. Josiah Birch settled
at Kaiapoi where he became a prominent merchant and provincial poli-
tician while Harold de Bourbel stayed in the milling game, later part-
owning or managing several mills — flax, flour and timber, at Woodend,
Ohoka and Glentui. de Bourbel was a handsome, aristocratic young man,
always busy, keen to try a new enterprise and an agent of many kinds.
He was a dandy of a man, giving the impression that he was indeed aristo-
cratically connected and, like many others of his time, Torlesse was impres-
sed by his charm, his faultless dress and his bearing. Shrimpton's
involvement with the mill was brief and he handed his interest over to
Henry Bacon Quin. Kenrick and Quin dismantled the plant and had it
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carted up to Oxford where it became the first sawmill to work Harewood
Forest, probably in July or August I860.7

THE ORIGIN OF HIGH STREET

There were three main routes to the Rangiora settlement in the eighteen-.
fifties, the direct one through the swamp from Kaiapoi, the Maori path
across the native reserve and the track which followed the sandhills north
of Kaiapoi, curved round the finger of Tuahiwi or Maori Bush and then
followed the Taranaki Stream westward to the vicinity of the Hanmer farm.
The very earliest travellers were ferried across the Waimakariri at the
Kaikanui Stream reserve and then taken up the north branch of the river
by canoe as far as the Maori villages near the mouth of the Cam. From
this point they passed through the forest and then followed a low ridge
northward which kept the path up out of the swamps on either side. After
the Kaiapoi Maori moved from the two villages to Tuahiwi in the centre
of the reserve and the European township of Kaiapoi began to grow further
down the river this path was used only infrequently.8

The road through the swamps became important to Torlesse's plans.
As early as September 1854 he had gone into Christchurch to the Land
Office to lay off a direct road line to Rangiora and throughout 1857 he
made persistent efforts to have a road formed. John Boys surveyed the
line again early that year, levels were taken and the Provincial Government
placed it on its estimates, but Edward Dobson, the provincial engineer,
was opposed to it. Torlesse appealed personally to Moorhouse shortly after
his election to the Superintendency and some work was done on it by
a gang of local settlers, Reeves, Shrimpton, Stapleforth and some others,
but Moorhouse could hardly have failed to notice that Boys had surveyed
the line so that it followed the boundaries of two of his friend's rural sec-
tions. And with the purchase of Dr Brent's section Torlesse now owned
a wide strip of potential township land from the Southbrook Stream right
through to the road to Oxford. Road construction appears to have begun
about the end of 1858 and was connected with drainage work and the
first attempt at the reclamation of the swamp. About the same time, how-
ever, preparations were being made to form the other road from Kaiapoi.

The track which branched away from the main North Road at Woodend
followed another faint ridge and the Taranaki Stream which flowed along
its crest. It was drier up there all the way to the Hanmers but when Boys
came to lay out the line he took it down the slope a little, on the south

'Sawmilling was always thought to have begun at Oxford about 1 May 1860, as suggested
by an advertisement prior to this date. However, Torlesse records that on 24-25 July 1860
Kenrick and Quin arrived at the Fernside homestead and that he 'saw the steamers', appar-
ently the mill passing by on its way to Oxford.

8The road from Tuahiwi to th6 five cross roads corner follows the same route as this old

path.
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side, and into some very soft ground. Boys was roundly criticised for mov-
ing the road from the ridge to the edge of the swamp but he explained
that he was bound to follow the original line which Torlesse had surveyed
in January 1851. Raven and Robinson had bridged the Cam just above
Brooklands near the point from which Torlesse had taken his road line
to Harewood Forest and Oxford across the north side of Rangiora Bush
in a straight line, eight miles from the Cam to the Cust with but one
slight bend at Fernside. Construction of this road also began in 1858.

The Direct Road, as the swamp road became known, crossed the
Northbrook Stream at a point where the boundaries of four rural sections
met, a possible junction of four future roads. Torlesse's own home was
only a stone's throw away, the schoolroom already stood there and the
Anglican Church purchased land for a glebe nearby. Torlesse appears to
have considered this spot an ideal site for a village, in the style, perhaps,
of those he knew in his native Suffolk, with a green or common, a quiet
meandering stream, the parish church and the squire's house, in the trees,
not far away. The Direct Road would pass right through it and he would
own most of the land along it to some depth.

How seriously Torlesse contemplated this possibility; what hopes he ever
held for the success of the plan, this was never revealed but the bare blue-
print of it appeared on the land maps and showed up in the efforts he
made to have a good solid road formed across the swamps from Kaiapoi.
But the southern basin was not to be tamed so easily and for all the work
done on it, drays and carts still could not use it by the end of 1860. Advising
its readers on how they should approach Rangiora the Lyttelton Times,
on 5 January 1861, said,

From Kaiapoi we can go in a north-westerly direction to Rangiora which
is reached either by a roundabout road intended for drays, or by a direct
road at present only available for riders and walkers passing-through
and opening up a piece of country previously inaccessible by reason
of the surface water.

For a brief period, in the years 1856-8, there was a possibility of a town
centre developing on the Northbrook Stream but the successful completion
of the dray road from Woodend, while the Direct Road was proving so
difficult, determined that the first shops and hotels should be built along
the road to Harewood Forest and Oxford.

George Hanmer acquired a small frontage on this road and he had it
further sub-divided into lots, two of these being laid out by Torlesse on
18 May 1857 for T. W. Foster's public house, the Lion. About the same
time George Black, the Kaiapoi storekeeper, bought a small piece of
William Sadler's frontage and had a general store built on it. This first
store opened about October 1858 a hundred yards or so to the east of
the Lion and was managed by an employee named Wilson. John Bollard
Wilson came from Worcestershire and had been working for Black since
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his arrival on the Sir Edward Paget in July 1856. Believed to have had
a little university education and certainly a very keen cricketer Wilson
apparently took over the store after twelve months and ran it until 1865.9

The first mails were delivered by cart to the Lion from Kaiapoi but within
a month or two of the store opening postal facilities were provided there
instead. Black brought the first mails up in a spring cart, followed by
William Sadler and then Frederick Bean.

Several of the settlers were already in business in a small way. For some
years George Leech had been selling hardware and supplies shipped out
to him by his brother-in-law, William Brooks, and many new land-owners
obtained their first tools from Brooklands. Hamilton Ward had been
trading in grain, flour and bricks, Frederick Elmer had been buying wethers
from Torlesse for butchering and so too, for a while, had Ingram Shrimp-
ton. Another small cottage business was being run by Edward Good.
Good's early foray into farming had ended in disaster when a hailstorm
had completely flattened a fine partly-cut crop of barley. Discouraged by
the riskiness of farming Good bought some stock through George Black
and started storekeeping from his cottage, on the corner of the Woodend
Road and the eastern paper road.

In the middle of 1858 Frederick Elmer returned from a trip overseas
to find his friend, William Sadler, operating a freight and passenger cart
between Kaiapoi and Rangiora. Sadler had started this service late in 1857
with George Hanmer, the cart running between Kaiapoi and the Lion Hotel
twice a week, on Mondays and Thursdays, and between Kaiapoi, (where
Sadler was now based) and Saltwater Creek on Tuesdays and Saturdays.
Not wishing, or not able, to go back to his job with Torlesse Elmer per-
suaded his former employer to give him the agency for the sale of his
remaining woodland and about the time Wilson opened the doors of his
new store Elmer went into business as a commission agent. Early in 1859
he bought the first lot out of T. W. Foster's subdivision and built a second
store on it, that is, on the site of the Junction Hotel. Elmer took over
Torlesse's timber and land-selling activities at Rangiora, added live-stock
and other property to his business and based it on his new store. Torlesse
records that in the evening of the New Year sports, 1860, after the festivities
had finished he, Elmer, C. F. Pemberton, Edmund Land, Charles Merton
and a man named Booth apparently held a party at Elmer's store and
that he didn't get home to Fernside until eleven, just in time for the birth
of his daughter.

Elmer didn't keep this store very long, persuading Torlesse to buy it
and Torlesse in turn leased it to Edward Good. Good took possession and

'Wilson's reason for selling out in 1865 was a pending trip home to England but the closing-
down sale coincided with Black's bankruptcy. The store was removed in 1872 to make way
for the railway construction works then approaching the main road (High Street).
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commenced business there in August 1860 while Elmer continued to run
his commission agency and auctioneering business with a partner, a sur-
veyor named Francis Calvert Wilson.1

Another store, that of the Sansoms, had its origins in a cottage on the
east side of Wilson's store and about the same time as Elmer opened his.
A Surrey tailor, William Sansom, his wife and six children came ashore
from the Ashburton in January 1858 and went immediately to Kaiapoi,
hearing that it was a promising place. He advertised himself as a tailor
ready to accept orders but after a short while he considered Rangiora to
have the better prospects and so bought one of Sadler's lots. All the family's
belongings were loaded on to a large dray pulled by ten bullocks under
the whip of a man known as Black Charlie, while the children were put
in a small wagon hitched to the back of the dray. Just before they reached
Rangiora the bullocks got into a bog-hole, the small wagon capsized and
the children were tipped out into the mud. Sansom had intended to farm
but one day, just as he was taking the family bread out of the camp-oven
a stranger stopped by and asked if he could buy some. He bought a quarter
of the batch and Sansom felt that there was a demand here that he could
fill. He thereupon built a store with a large oven attached and combined
his trade as a tailor with a bakery.

Further up the road, about half a mile to the west, was Solomon
Stephens's house. Stephens had been taking in lodgers and travellers and
had become known as an accommodation house keeper. Early in 1859
he applied for a general hotel licence for his accommodation house but
a second application was made by Joseph Papprill for a house almost across
the road. Papprill had been a sawyer but was currently licensee of the
Sawyer's Arms, an hotel at Papanui. Stephens took exception to Papprill's
plans and one Sunday evening, shortly before applications were to be
heard, Stephens called in at the Sawyers Arms, was admitted as a traveller
and became abusive and threatening. A companion named William Ste-
phens allegedly attacked the barman with a candle-stick while Solomon
Stephens struck Papprill with his whip and got a glass of brandy in his
face in return.2

Stephens was convicted of disorderly conduct in the Christchurch Magis-
trate's Court and fined and this may have weighed against him when the
licensing authority came to a decision in April. His application was refused
while that of his rival's was granted and Papprill opened an hotel soon

•See Torlesse Journal 2 Jan; 27 Jun; 3,13, Aug 1860. Deeds Registers R.S.541, 4 c/s 531
Lands and Survey Department Christchurch. Charles Ffrench Pemberton was the Ashley
District surveyor and was putting settlers on their sections. He also practised privately and
settled at Sefton in 1862 where he also did business as a brewer. Francis Calvert Wilson
was articled to him and may have been the Wilson who surveyed the Blowhard track across
the hills to Lee's Valley so that Mannering could get stock into Torlesse's Awawhio run.

2Lyttelton Times 26 Mar 1859.
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afterwards and which he named the Rangiora Arms. The following year
Stephens applied again but was granted only a wine and beer licence.
The two hotels traded nearly opposite each other but Papprill's stay was
a short one and the Rangiora Arms was passed on to tenants who did
badly in it. After ten or twelve years its licence lapsed. Stephens's accommo-
dation house on the other hand was to become a popular hostelry known
as the Plough Inn and Stephens, in spite of that unseemly episode at the
Sawyer's Arms, was to play a distinctive role in the early development
of Rangiora.

Between 1858 and 1863 several shopkeepers and tradesmen set up
cottage-stores and workshops at these three separate points, around Wil-
son's store at the east end of the road, in the vicinity of the Plough Inn
to the west and on either side of the Elmer-Good store in the centre of
the township. Many of these first businesses were carried on in the front
room of a cottage fitted out as a shop or workshop while the family lived
in the remainder of the building. Goods, harness, boots, hardware, food-
stuffs, even meat, were hung on display along the verandah on either side
of the front door. By 1863 there were four general stores, four hotels, includ-
ing a new one, the Freemason's Tavern at the ford over the Southbrook
Stream, nine tradesmen's shops of different kinds, a flourmill on the Cam
near Brooklands, a resident doctor and a number of agents, home-brewers,
carpenters, brick-makers and builders.

Beyond the Lion Hotel eastward was a line of four businesses, Wilson's
store, Sansom's bakery, Melbourne the blacksmith and Horniblow's wheel-
wright shop on the corner of the east paper road, opposite Good's cottage.
James Horniblow was a carpenter from Worcestershire and had been a

, tenant on Lord Lyttelton's Hagley estate. He came out to New Zealand
on the Mystery in May 1859 and had Mark Melbourne as a fellow passen-
ger but he established himself at Rangiora three years before Melbourne
did so. Horniblow set up his workshop about 1860, gave his name to the
East Belt from his corner down to the Northbrook Stream and became
a frequent performer on the dulcimer at Charles Merton's early concerts.
Melbourne opened his blacksmith shop in 1863 but died two or three years
later. His three sons all became blacksmiths.

Behind these four stores and workshops was the first cricket ground.
Although the game had had a following long before he arrived in the
settlement John Wilson, a keen cricketer, was probably responsible for the
formation of the Rangiora Cricket Club in 1859. The club bought the
ground in 1860 and played there, behind Wilson's store, through five
summers until it succumbed to the depressed years of the eighteen-sixties.

One shop stood alone along the entire northern side of this end of the
main road. It was a butcher's shop and it was opened in 1860-1, opposite
Sansom's store, by George Hessell, an employee of George Weston, the
Kaiapoi butcher. Weston had sold meat twice a week in Rangiora using
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a Sydney trap with a bullock in the shafts and a horse in the lead. Hessell
was in business here until 1870 when he died leaving a widow (Weston's
sister) with fourteen children.

In the centre of the township a handfull of stores opened on either side
of Edward Good, between Good and Charles Jennings's cottage on the
corner of the Mt. Grey Road and westward towards Henry Blackett's prop-
erty. Jennings didn't occupy his cottage very long, selling it to Cornelius
Bourke and moving to a new home which he built near William Ivory.
Bourke practised as a chemist on the corner extracting teeth as a sideline
with a formidable pair of forceps and a strong arm but he lived on a
small farm at the bottom of Church Street.

The first blacksmith was a man named Fritz Kettenburg and his work-
shop stood next to the chemist shop. It was built probably about the same
time as Jennings was building his cottage. Kettenburg rang his anvil here
until 1864—5 when his premises were taken over by a sadler named John
Keast. Keast's sadlery is known to have been a rough slab structure with
the bark side outward and he protected his front shop window from passing
cattle with a stout post and rail barrier. Another baker, Samuel Chapman,,
bought the section on the west side of Kettenburg and built a house, bakery,
and shop on it in 1860. Chapman sold up in 1864 and went to Geraldine
but his successors, two men named Robertson and George, established
their bakery and confectioner's business, as tradition has it, between Keast's
sadlery and Bourke.

On the west side of Edward Good's store, across the narrow accommo-
dation track which led to James Miles's farm and home and which was
to become Good Street, was Tyack's hut, loop-holed and ready for the
attack he expected to come from the direction to Tuahiwi. Believed to
have been one of two or three remittance men in the settlement Tyack
reputedly fell in love with one of the young local ladies, was rebuffed
and was last seen contemplating the Waimakariri from White's bridge.
Beside Tyack's hut was James Gulliver's house of sun-dried brick. Gulliver
farmed and laboured after his arrival in 1858 and did not start up his
bakery and catering business until the later 'sixties. A few yards beyond
Gulliver's home was a small roughly-built shop where Thomas Pring made
and repaired boots and shoes. Pring had been on the Cashmere with
William Ivory in 1855.

Beyond Pring's bootshop stood the general store of Henry Blackett which.
was to become the biggest and most important in the town. Blackett was
a woollen draper by trade but his store also sold hardware and groceries
as well as wines and spirits which he was also licensed to sell. These were
imported direct from England and were stored in a spacious cellar beneath
the building. The first store, built soon after his arrival, was either replaced
or enlarged in 1873 and the Blackett family lived in a large two-storied
concrete home behind the store and which replaced the little wooden cot-
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tage which originally stood on the road-side. Blackett bought a considerable
amount of land in this part of the town and he also owned several shops
and buildings which he leased to businessmen.

A popular figure, Blackett assumed political leadership in the fight to
win a future for the young township. He was an enthusiastic and energetic
promoter of a number of societies and was actively involved in projects
as diverse as the building of St. John Baptist, the drainage of the great
swamps to the south of Rangiora, the deviation of the northern railway
through the town, the formation of the rural roading system and the devel-
opment of local administration. He brought to all these activities a drive
and determination which carried his colleagues along with him and his
ultimate aim was always and unashamedly the advancement of Rangiora.
Blackett's store thus became the centre of things for many were the plans
hatched over his counter. Many, too, were the victories celebrated in the
cellar below.

A few paces on the other side of Blackett stood John Lilly's butcher's
shop. The son of a Manchester butcher Lilly had had his own business
in Rochdale, Lancashire, and after his arrival at Rangiora he and James
Deal started as butchers together with some sheep they bought from
Charles Torlesse. Deal pulled out but Lilly carried on in his shop almost
on the corner of Durham Street, dabbled in cattle dealing and like his
neighbour, Henry Blackett, became one of the more successful businessmen
and property owners in the town. A racing man and a fire-brigade man
Lilly was among the founders of many of Rangiora's early societies and
associations and he was also a boisterous and popular entertainer at social
gatherings. Frequently in his cups he would treat his delighted audience
to his complete concert repertoir, his one and only song, a rollicking ditty
called Jack Rag, and without which no celebration was complete. Lilly
bought a number of sections along the main road and built shops on them,
leasing them to other businessmen and he was able to retire early and
in some comfort to a new cottage on the Northbrook Stream which he
named Lillybrook.

The first buildings beyond Lilly's butcher's shop were a cottage or two
and then the Freemason's Hall, the first hall in the settlement. The Free-
masons formed a lodge in 1860 but were active only four or fire years
before disbanding and the hall became available for public meetings, oc-
casional entertainments and, in the mid-'sixties, as a headquarters of the
military volunteers. From the hall it was quite a step to Solomon Stephens's
licensed accommodation house and to William Smith's farm. William
Smith bought a large part of Abraham King's section (R.S.1031) on the
west side of the Plough Inn and well back off the road, at the end of
an accommodation track, he built a sod and cob house with a thatched
roof which in time became enveloped with creepers and climbing roses
and took on the appearance of an old-world rustic cottage of a type seen
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perhaps in rural England, in Ireland, or on a Scottish croft.
On the south side of the road the Anglicans built St. John Baptist holding

their first services there early in 1860. The church stood in a great empty
space but the land on the west side of it was prepared by the Reverend
B. W. Dudley for the grounds of his home, Earnley, which was built about
1864. Beyond the church and Dudley's land was James Boys' subdivision
where Joseph Papprill had opened the Rangiora Arms in 1859. Between
the church and the Arms was another store and dwelling, built there (on
the corner of White Street) for Frederick Bean. Bean drove a cart between
Rangiora and Kaiapoi carrying freight, passengers and the mails while
his wife ran the store, specialising in fancy goods. In the middle was an
allowance for a road, now Lindon Street, and to the west of it stood just
one known building. This is believed to have been built by John Lilly
and used by him when he first came to Rangiora. However, the only signifi-
cant section owner past the accommodation road was Henry Waters, a
carpenter and labourer and a fellow-passenger of Lilly's on the Roehampton
and who is described as having a store at Rangiora at this time. His wife
was a milliner and dressmaker. Waters bought the section in February
1859 for twenty pounds but sold the property in 1862 to Gregory Nicholas,
for sixty-five pounds, the cottage-store probably accounting for the differ-
ence. Nicholas, described as a cordwainer, came from Bolankin, Cornwall,
and brought his wife and eight children out to Canterbury on the Cameo
in July 1859. After purchasing the Waters property Nicholas started a boot
and shoe making business probably working from his home and he so
practised throughout the eighteen-sixties.

By contrast new settlers ignored the Direct Road which also had sections
for sale or for lease right down to the Anglican schoolroom but the Provin-
cial Government built a police station down there with a district pound
behind it in 1861-2. The Calvinist Baptists completed their chapel down
this road in 1863 while the United Free Methodist sect built a small chapel
between the Baptists and the police station about the years 1863-4 although
the precise date is uncertain. AH four buildings were on Torlesse land on
the east side.

In 1863 then, the embryo High Street was a sprinkling of shops, work-
shops, hotels and cottages scattered along a mile of pathless road still grow-
ing tussock and flax. A few post and rail fences protected some properties
from wandering stock while horsemen could hitch their mounts to the ver-
andah posts of the cottages which were generally sited right on the roadside.
The buildings were a mixture of weather-board, stave-style vertical plank-
ing, mill slab, cob-plastered sod and sun-dried brick and they were roofed
mainly with shingles with an occasional thatching of toi-toi, bull-rush or
flax.

Some were built by their owners but the early township was mainly
the work of a group of tradesmen among the settlers themselves. The earli-
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est carpenters were Robert Schmidt and Charles Jennings, the first of a
group which, by 1863, included Joseph Frost, George Dale, William Gos-
den, James Withers, James Barker and James Tourell. There were brick-
makers too but Thomas Hills's attempt to produce bricks from a small
kiln in the King Street south area failed because the clay there was unsuit-
able. The common brick of the period was manufactured basically from
clay and straw and dried in the sun. John Evans was probably the first
of the brick-makers, apart from Hills, and he was joined by Robert Evans,
a passenger on the Cressy and a sawyer, after milling finished in the bush.
Alfred Morey was another brick-maker but John and Robert Evans and
Samuel Golding, who had been in the township almost from its beginning,
did most of the brick-laying. While many of their structures were rough
and unpainted, some of the facades displayed a coat of paint. Two painters,
Robert Watkins and Frederick Lilly, were in business in the early 'sixties.
Lilly was also a glazier.

Standing as it did well out on the open flat away from the bush this
bare line of motley buildings was unsoftened by any trees or shrubs. Tuss-
ocks persisted on the north side and flax on the south side for many years
while a shallow gully, sometimes filled with water, crossed it in two or
three places. The road itself was a soft mix of dirt and shingle which
churned up quickly in wet weather and became a clogging morass in winter
from the passage of carts and wagons and mobs of sheep and cattle. But
the simple rudeness of the place not withstanding this rough stretch of
road was about to become the market centre of the Mandeville District.
The Lyttelton Times on 5 January 1861 described Rangiora as a thriving
village with a neat church and a population of about a thousand and depen-
ding on its fine piece of well-watered country adjoining. The road passing
through the town towards Harewood Forest, it said, ran through pastoral
country which, it thought, would always remain so, but also through many
miles which were almost ready to spring into wheat at the sight of a plough.
Stock sales were already being held at the Lion Hotel and by 1863 a num-
ber of men, notably Frederick Elmer, Frank and Robert Rickman and
William Buss, had established themselves as commission agents and were
dealing in land, stock and grain.
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