
CHAPTER FIFTEEN

The Difficult Years, 1878-1896

The borough came into being in the first cold breath of an approaching
depression for the period between 1878 and 1896 was one of fluctuating
economic recessions, falling prices, diminishing returns to the farmer, a
shortage of money, business failures and unemployment. But while Canter-
bury was badly affected its separate communities were not uniformly de-
pressed. Rangiora was one of those places which didn't suffer too severely
for those farmers who had learned from their experience of the late
eighteen-sixties resorted to mixed farming to catch a favourable market
for at least one of a variety of products they now grew and this policy,
and their resilience, saw them through.

The failures of this depression were mainly industrial, a number of new
rural industries and companies appearing in Rangiora and then failing
after first promising to succeed. Even the established flax and flour milling
industries were affected. As a result of a slump in the flax industry in
1891 there was an exodus of local flaxmill hands to the North Island while
unemployment was always present. The return of difficult times affected
everybody. Societies foundered, the rugby and cricket clubs went into recess
and there was dissatisfaction with wages and working conditions among
the shop-workers of High Street and farm labourers. At the beginning of
the period some workers found jobs on the railway construction works
between Amberley and Waikari and the Borough Council employed as
much day labour as it could afford.

The times, and the difficulties with which business and working people
had to cope, did not arrest the growth of Rangiora however, the census
of 1881 showed the population to be 1,445 and it increased slowly by over
four hundred to 1,869 in 1896 with the two censal counts between both
showing increases.

This period also saw the construction of some of Rangiora's most out-
standing buildings - banks, churches, halls and public and commercial
premises, much of it second-phase building, solid and permanent, replacing
simple, original, weatherboard structures which had done duty since the
early days of settlement. These years also saw the appearance of the Rangi-
ora Investment Loan Land and Building Society in January 1881 after
a successful canvassing of the local business and farming community for
support. John Johnston, its first chairman of directors, was probably behind
it and its other directors were A. Ivory, A. B. Blackett, S. Stephens,
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G. J. Leech, C J. Chapman and W. Best. Although it began in adverse
economic circumstances the society lent just over a thousand pounds out
of an income of about thirteen hundred pounds in its first year and it
continued to pay dividends throughout the eighteen-eighties.

Another of the contradictions of this period was an improvement in the
condition of the Northern Agricultural and Pastoral Association and the
popularity of its annual shows. The Association had outlived the uncertain
years of the eighteen-seventies mainly through the firm direction of John
Mcfarlane and William Buss and the show of 1880 was a landmark in
its affairs. Buss, who was to become president after Mcfarlane's death in
1884, now owned William Burt's Ricton land in which the showground
was situated and in 1880 the show was moved across to the other side
of Ashley Street, just outside the borough boundary. On this spacious
ground permanent pens and a small wooden secretary's office were built
and a calico town of tents and marquees appeared there every showday.
A natural gully in one corner made an admirable water jump for the hunter
trials. Management at last became efficient and entries and crowds in-
creased so that showday became the district's principal holiday of the year
and the show second in quality only to the Metropolitan Show held in
Christchurch a week later.

The future of the Association now seemed assured and it began to look
about for a permanent freehold ground. Unfortunately the shows of 1884
and 1888 were rained out and the heavy losses incurred in those years
alone made the purchase of land from ordinary revenue impossible. Early
in 1891 William Pearson of Southbrook armed himself with a subscription
list and personally canvassed the names he had placed on it. With the
money he raised the Association bought twelve and a half acres on the
terrace east of Ashley Street from J. S. White for 246 pounds and fitted
it up as a showground with the pens and office from the old ground. The
new showgrounds were opened by the Governor, Lord Onslow, who drove
up in his carriage from Christchurch on 5 November 1891.

Throughout that decade the shows seemed untouched by the depression,
exhibiting instead signs of a prosperous and stable agricultural and pastoral
industry. But it was all a pleasant facade obscuring the problems with
which the farming community were really having to cope. In the country-
side around the town the farmers were trying to beat the depression by
diversifying. On a mixed farm base they doubled their wheat acreage be-
tween 1877 and 1883 and then, when the bottom dropped out of the grain
market in the mid-'eighties, many turned to sheep and dairy cows. The
Canterbury Frozen Meat Company's new freezing works at Belfast began
killing in February 1883 but it did not solve all North Canterbury's prob-
lems. Its operations were small at first and the price of meat could fluctuate
like the price of any other farm commodity. To create more openings for
a greater variety of farm products and to bring them a better monetary
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return for their work the Mandeville and Rangiora farmers formed a num-
ber of companies and co-operatives and set up several processing factories
and business ventures in Rangiora. With the exception of the North Canter-
bury Farmers Co-operative Stores Company they were all unsuccessful.

THE FAILURE OF RURAL INDUSTRY

Throughout the eighteen-sixties and eighteen-seventies a number of mills
and industries had sprung up at Rangiora drawing their power from the
streams and giving work to a large number of local men and boys. On
the Cam were Smith's and Bing's Cam Flourmill and the Leech flaxmill
and on the Northbrook Stream Manning's Burton Brewery, the Northbrook
Flaxmill and Thome's tannery. Harry Archer and William Moir had the
two flourmills on the Southbrook Stream while Thomas Hills's brick kiln
off the Fernside road had been expanding production to supply the build-
ing boom that was in progress. In spite of the increasing use of steam
these mills still clung to the streams that first powered them and after
1880 there was still a tendency for industries old and new to site themselves
to the south of the town.

On 11 January 1882 the Lyttelton Times printed a short report on recent
developments at Southbrook.

This township, both as regards business and buildings, is making rapid
strides, as evidenced by the fact that, in addition to the two large flour
mills of Messrs Moir and Co. and H. Archer, there is now a new factory
established. Mr J. Seed has erected a mill alongside the railway line,
where he will in future carry on the business of flax, rope, and twine
manufacture by steam, which he finds to be more suitable than the water
power which he formerly used. His mill was started yesterday morning,
and he expects to be able to turn out nearly six times the quantity he
has hitherto done. Messrs Moir and Co. have erected an addition to
their buildings in the shape of a flour store on their siding, and Mr
J. Withers is engaged in constructing a saw mill on his premises, which
will also be worked by steam. It is contemplated that the works of the
proposed Linseed Oil Company will be erected in this neighbourhood.
The only major industry missing at the time of this report was the

Northbrook Tannery. These works, spreading along the stream by
Northbrook Road, had been plagued by fires and in 1880 its proprietor,
Frederick Thorne, died. The record of the tannery, fellmongery and wools-
cour ends there and its closure marked the beginning of a line of failures
which were to afflict local industry up to the end of the century.

The setting up of local processing industries and co-operatives was seen
to be a practical way of improving farmers' incomes, providing employment
and competing with monopolies, and meetings of farmers in Rangiora,
in 1881, focussed much interest on these possibilities. Charles Ensor, who
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was touring Canterbury promoting the New Zealand Farmers Co-operative
Society, and Albert Parsons, spoke in the town on the principles of the
co-operative movement and in August 1881 some members of the Northern
Agricultural and Pastoral Association formed an Industry Association in
Rangiora. Ensor's and Parsons's co-operative would deal in farm equip-
ment, produce and supplies but the district farmers did not take to the
idea immediately and nearly ten years were to pass before a co-operative
company was formed. The Industry Association on the other hand em-
barked on an immediate investigation into the cultivation, manufacture
and marketing of European flax.

A number of farmers had had experience growing linseed in the old
country and a farmer and flaxdresser named Marshall had been growing
it at Cust for some years past. The prospects were discussed at a public
meeting in Rangiora in September 1881 when the Rangiora Linseed Oil
Cake and Fibre Manufacturing Company was formed. John Johnston was
chairman of directors. Just at this time an expert on the growing of linseed
named John Clark Andrews arrived from Britain and was engaged to advise
farmers on the cultivation of the plant and the processing of the products
implied in the company's name. After assessing the results of some trial
crops in the autumn of 1882 it was decided to proceed and build a factory
in Rangiora.

The Linseed Oil Cake and Fibre Company's mill stood on the
Northbrook Stream on the west side of Percival Street and much of its
machinery was constructed in Johnston's workshop. It operated satisfac-
torily but a number of its nominated shareholders failed to pay up and
the company ran short of working capital. After an unsuccessful court case
against Joseph Stalker, a prominent farmer, in 1884, a move to have the
company wound up was turned down by shareholders. Hampered also by
a lack of raw materials the mill stumbled on into liquidation and it was
finally sold up at a considerable loss in 1886.1

While the linseed venture was collapsing a bacon curing factory had
started killing. Opening in June 1885 the bacon factory was situated in
a two-storey building near the corner of Northbrook Road and Victoria
Street, perhaps in part of the old tannery, and it was managed by George
Cone who was a butcher. At the end of its first month it had a thousand
carcasses in its dry-saltery and smokehouse and the company running it
planned to expand into butter and cheese. It was described as a great
boon to farmers but after a couple of years it had closed.2

Another possible solution to the problems of the eighteen-eighties lay
in dairy farming, which was not such an unlikely avenue of experimen-
tation considering that many local farmers made their own butter and that
^Weekly Press 3, 10, 17, 24 Sep, 1881: Lyttelton Times 11 Oct 1881; 22 Jan 1883; 24 Sep
1886.

2Press 15 Jul 1885.
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there had always been a cheese factor or two among them. The Mandeville
and Rangiora district had an abundance of heavy swamp soils and good
grass and while subject to an occasional drought it was otherwise suitable
for dairying. The improving prospects for butter and cheese with the advent
of refrigeration encouraged James Carmichael, a Scottish engineer from
Dundee, to start a cooperage factory near the High School in 1887. This
factory produced butter churns, firkins, washing tubs, pails and cheese vats
from kauri and tawa and was believed at the time to be the only one
of its kind in New Zealand.3 Boyd and Keir and John Johnston also manu-
factured dairying equipment and about 1890 Rangiora had quite a repu-
tation for it. After several years Carmichael left the field to his competitors
and went into the bicycle business which was also starting to look promis-
ing.

The first district dairy factory and the first in Canterbury was promoted
by the Sefton Farmers Club and opened at Sefton on 31 December 1888.
It was a co-operative butter factory and was supplied by farmers in the
Waikuku-Saltwater Creek-Sefton area. A second butter factory began pro-
duction in a brick building at the drain bridge, Flaxton, late in 1891, a
small one-man business owned by W. A. Smith. It produced about a hun-
dred and twenty pounds of butter a day and Smith hoped that a farmers
co-operative would take it over and exploit the good dairying potential
of the Southbrook-Flaxton-Ohoka basin. By this time the Sefton butter
factory was thriving and paying a six per cent dividend but the farmers
to the south of Rangiora did not support the Flaxton factory and Smith
closed it late in 1893.4

Another butter factory opened in Rangiora in 1893. The Rangiora butter
factory was a two-storey brick building which stood beside the Burton
Brewery and had been used as a bottling store and for manufacturing
aerated water. It was promoted by a man named Newman Anderson (or
Andersen) an expert in the manufacturing of butter who had had experi-
ence in the butter industry in Denmark and had been brought out to New
Zealand by the New Zealand and Australian Land Company to manage
the butter side of its business. After two years of this he had become a
government inspector, advising dairy companies on the preparation of but-
ter for export, and it was while he was so employed that he visited Sefton
and Flaxton. Pleased with what he saw Anderson then set up a steam-
driven factory in Rangiora just as the Flaxton factory was closing. At first
twenty-five farmers guaranteed the milk from two hundred and fifty cows
but when the factory moved into full production it drew on farms at Ohoka,
Southbrook, Rangiora and Woodend.

'Lvttelton Times 18 Nov 1887.
Canterbury Times 10 Sep 1891; 25 Feb 1892; 9 Nov 1893.
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The Rangiora butter factory was centrally situated, well-supplied and
in the hands of an experienced man but it was destroyed by fire in May
1896. After this the Central Dairy Company of Christchurch established
a creamery in Victoria Street, at Lillybrook, which, with a second creamery
at the five cross-roads, drew milk from local farmers until home separating
became common.5

The misfortunes which attended the founding of the tanning, linseed,
butter and bacon factories almost overcame the older flax and flourmillirig
industries. The wheat boom of the early eighteen-eighties gave rise to sev-
eral new flourmills in North Canterbury, one of them in Ashley Street,
Rangiora. In March 1881 two Austrians named Bamberger and Franz
bought William Burt's grain store, which William Buss was using as a
saleroom, and converted it into a flourmill. Franz had had SearelPs mill
at Cust and although the Ashley Street mill ran day and night and pro-
duced forty tons of flour a week the pair got into financial difficulty and
sold it. The buyer was Walter Nicholls who dismantled the machinery,
turned it back into a grain store, ran a railway siding across Ashley Street
to it and carried on a grain and seed business there.6

The other flourmills also got into various degrees of difficulty. The Cam
Mill was re-built in 1887-8, a few yards eastward, four floors high and
right over the Cam. New machinery and steam stand-by plant were added
by J. Bing and Thomas Smith but they severed their partnership and Smith
filed for bankruptcy. The two mills at Southbrook were both out of action
in 1891. The Grimwoods' Rangiora Mill burned down in October 1890
and the cost of its reconstruction bankrupted its owner, Alfred Maddison.
Several months after Maddison's fire, in April 1891, Moir's Southbrook
Mill behind the Masonic Hotel was also burnt out.

All three mills survived this difficult period, Moir's until it was again
destroyed by fire in 1923. The Cam Mill came into the hands of the Leech
family about 1893 and was converted to roller plant in 1898. Charles Leech
took over both flour and flax mills on the Cam about 1902 and managed
them until they closed. After his bankruptcy Maddison leased his re-built
mill to Harry Archer who left the hotel trade and returned to the mill
in 1892. John Sims, the Kaiapoi merchant, acquired it later but Archer
continued to lease and operate it.

While the flour millers were in trouble the flax industry was sliding
into one of the troughs of its boom and bust history. The flax millers
were still having their moments of experimentation, Charles Chinnery, in
particular, sending a ton of tow and waste to Geelong, Australia, to be
made into paper. It was possible but the cost was prohibitive and after
local attempts to produce paper from pulped tow had proved unsuccessful

5Ibid 9 Nov 1893: Lyttelton Times 7 Jan, 2 Dec 1893.
Canterbury Times 26 Mar 1881; 11 Nov 1882: Lyttelton Times 23 Jul 1883.
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Chinnery abandoned the idea. Flax milling had been sustained throughout
the 'eighties by the wheat boom and the introduction of binder twine for
sheaf-tying in the early years of the decade but the export of fibre to Britain
had been another important outlet for the industry. An increase in the
grain acreage in 1889-90 stimulated flax milling again and by the end
of 1889 it was employing about 180 local men and boys.

Two years later the product was unprofitable and the boom was over.
Owners of flax land were demanding up to ten shillings a ton for cut
flax, twice the economic limit and three times that paid to North Island
growers while prices on the English fibre market slumped under the in-
creasing importation of low-cost sisal from the Bahamas. The Northbrook
mill, under lease to William Mardon, was the first to close and by the
end of 1891 Chinnery's mill was idle, Seed's Southbrook mill was working
at half capacity and preparing to close and Andrews's Waikuku mill was
running slack. Only Leech's mill on the Cam was working profitably, and
only because it still used water power and was cutting into private stands
of flax within a stone's throw of the mill. There was still a profit to be
made in the North Island and many Rangiora flax hands packed up and
left.7

And so the years about 1890 were bad years for innovation and invest-
ment and the attempt by farmers and businessmen to make Rangiora a
centre for their new industrial projects was mostly unproductive. With this
string of failures to their debit local farmers now revived the co-operative
idea promoted by Ensor and Parsons nine years before, established the
North Canterbury Farmers Co-opeative Stores Company early in 1890 and
turned to the retail trade. The company's provisional directors were
D. G. Matheson, J. Marshall, S. Stephans, M. Duncan, C. King, R. Ander-
son, A. Burrell, A. B. Shankland and J. George. J. B. Sheath was secretary
and their prospectus offered 5,000 shares at one pound each. At the first
annual general meeting of the company in July 1890 the provisional body
became a permanent board and Malcolm Duncan, a former sea captain,
gold prospector and cattle dealer who now worked a farm, St. Kiddas,
at Flaxton, was elected chairman. The board obtained an option on the
store and business of W. J. Crothers in High Street and it was in this
building that the co-operative company's first general store opened on 13
May 1890.

William Crothers, an Irishman, had opened his first store in 1876 among
the wooden shops between the Junction Hotel and the bank and, with
his brother James, he had a horse-drawn van plying the roads buying farm-
produced goods and selling supplies door to door. It was hoped that

''Canterbury Times 8 Oct 1891. John Clark Andrews the linseed flax expert had taken over
the Waikuku mill and had also developed a satisfactory binder twine but it was his son,
J. P. Andrews who made a success of the Waikuku mill.
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Crothers would stay on as manager but he declined and moved to a store
at Cust where he was burnt out the following year. The company's first
manager was A. C. Pritchard.8

Although the co-operative company's store opened during a recession
its position was believed to be quite buoyant. The shares sold well, business
appeared satisfactory and a good balance sheet was expected. Plans were
made for the expansion of the store and for a co-operative bakery, a flax
and twine mill and a new town stock and produce market while some
of the company's founders were, at this moment, also involved in another
bacon factory which began killing just as the new store opened its doors.

Since the closing of the first bacon factory George Cone had maintained
that the industry was still viable and he convened a meeting to promote
another early in 1890. At this time farmers were objecting to a price ring
operated by the Canterbury meat companies and the meeting led to the
formation of the North Canterbury Bacon Curing Company. This company
began killing in May 1890 employing a curer named Kennealy and using
two buildings, the first bacon company's building at Lillybrook and
Howard's dis-used brewery on the Woodend Road. D. Graham, the chair-
man of directors, visited many of the cities of New Zealand and Australia
at his own expense, opening up export markets, and, by the end of 1890,
the factory was exporting to Rockhampton in Queensland and to Sydney.

At the end of the first year's trading all the stock had been cleared
and a profit made. The future looked encouraging and in view of the com-
pany's good showing in the face of competition from the big meat com-
panies its performance was noted by farmers everywhere. But the next
two years were disastrous. Prices fell and competition became fierce. The
Australian market was lost through tainted bacon and there was a tragic
misunderstanding with the North Canterbury Farmers Co-operative Stores
Company. It was understood that the newly-opened store in High Street
and its business links would take all the bacon the factory could supply
but in fact the Farmers made no such commitment. It took an initial order
but little else and the bacon company's stores filled with accumulated
tainted bacon which lost half its weight through long storage. The monetary
loss to the company was two thousand pounds and in May 1893 it was
wound up. The North Canterbury Farmers' co-operative store nearly fol-
lowed.9

After an initial flourish the High Street store encountered difficult
trading conditions and over the first two years it actually ran at a loss.
Because of the manner in which the annual accounts were presented the
directors were unaware of this and they distributed two hundred pounds

*Lyttehon Times 5, 8, 26 Mar; 15 May; 13 Jun; 13, 16 Jul 1890.

'Canterbury Times 8, 15, 22, 29 May 1890; 5 Jun, 31 Jul 1890; 11 Jan 1891; 15 May, 8 Jun
1893.
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in dividends from funds which really did not exist. When the true situation
was discovered a new manager, E. W. Relph, was appointed and after
he took over, in November 1892, Relph restored the business to a profitable
trading position. Only then were the shareholders informed of what had
happened.1

As soon as this setback had been overcome forward planning took on
an adventurous flare again. In 1893 the company bought the Anderson
property for 1,200 pounds getting a concrete shop on a quarter-acre front
section and a good grain store behind. Relph was given permission to start
a private commission agency to encourage farmers to sell grain through
the co-operative and he was also authorised to re-commence bacon pro-
duction again in a small way. At the same time Albert Parsons led an
attempt to wrest the stock market monopoly from William Buss.

The Central Market was a private business, back in Buss's hands since
1886 when he had severed his connections with the Matsons. In 1891 he
had offered to sell out to any public company or co-operative which could
find the seven thousand pounds he valued his property and goodwill but
as no offers were forthcoming he came to an arrangement with the New
Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Company and kept going. Parsons
advocated a public saleyards which would be open to all agencies and
autioneers and he called a public meeting in January 1893 to raise support.
A new company called the North Canterbury Saleyards Company was
formed with Parsons as chairman and it bought six and a half acres on
High Street out of the Dudley Estate, opposite Earnley, and where it built
saleyards. The first sale of stock in the new yards took place in May 1893.
A big marquee was put up in the grounds of the Plough Hotel and luncheon
was served to the many guests and agency representatives who attended.
Buss declined his invitation but was toasted and applauded just the same.

The initial yardings of stock and sales were encouraging but just before
the Saleyards Company's opening day Buss threw his yards open to all-
comers. This move, his experience and his wide farming contacts proved
too much for the new venture. It struggled on from year to year needing
twice the business done just to break even and lacking the support of many
of its own shareholders. It was saved from complete collapse by the Co-
operative Stores Company which put business its way and then finally
took over the yards in 1898.

From that uncertain economic climate in which so many ventures foun-
dered the North Canterbury Farmers Co-operative Stores Company
emerged not unscathed but, as trading conditions improved after 1896,
still able to pursue a policy of expansion. The architect of its survival and
eventual success was its new manager, Edward Relph. Relph had served
a commercial apprenticeship in his native Kent, had worked for the East

Canterbury Times 14 Sep 1893.
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India Dock Company and had travelled through the Far East on business
before coming to Canterbury. Not only did he save the Farmers co-
operative from embarrassment; he also became a councillor and an ener-
getic and forward-looking mayor during one of the more progressive
periods in the history of the borough.

Expansion began with a two-storey brick and concrete building erected
by Boyd and Keir, to a design by A. J. Carmichael, on the Anderson front-
age in the mid-'nineties and extended about 1899-1900 to become the
biggest store in the town. The grain store was the start of a seed cleaning
business behind the retail store but in 1904 a new grain store was built'
by the railway yards in Edward Street. This store was the largest in North
Canterbury. It held 20,000 sacks and had a railway siding on one side
and a clear approach for traction engines and their strings of wagons off
Edward Street. Auctioneering was begun in 1898 at the High Street yards
but in 1902 the company finally bought William Buss's saleyards in Victoria
Street when ill-health forced Buss to give up. Bacon manufacture was dis-
carded early and the times dictated that the flax and twine mill project
be abandoned but the Farmers did have a bakery on the opposite side
of High Street in a building later occupied by the Royal Tearooms.

In the first decade of the new century the North Canterbury Farmers
Co-operative Stores Company opened country branches and became very
strong in livestock and grain trading and so attracted the interest of the
New Zealand Farmers Co-operative Association. A merger was arranged
and the Christchurch firm raised 100,000 pounds to make the take-over.
The Rangiora company ceased to exist after 31 March 1908, other than
as a branch of the New Zealand Farmers, and Edward Relph became
manager of the combined companies.2

The industrial failures of this period forced the district farmers to concen-
trate almost singly on their retail and agency business and so helped to
create the town's biggest department store. They also contributed towards
a loss in population and bred a pessimism towards industry which almost
amounted to prejudice. And because most of the mills which failed were
on the Northbrook Stream, Southbrook, rather than Northbrook, became
Rangiora's industrial quarter, small and long-neglected.

THE SOUTHBROOK TOWNSHIP

During the period from 1900 to 1914, and in spite of the collapse that
had taken place, there were still five flaxmills, two flour mills and the
brewery in operation to the south of the town. The Northbrook Mill was
working again and James Withers re-opened James Seed's steam mill. This
mill was situated on Railway Road, near the Southbrook school, and

"-Lviielton Times 22. 25 Feb; 17 Mar 1908.
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The old Southbrook Township and its Mill Sites. A sketch plan showing the concentration
of old industries to the south of Rangiora.
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Withers added a rope walk running east to west on the north side of the
Masonic Hotel. George Edlin was the rope-maker. The waste was thrown
into a pit nearby and Maori women sometimes came over from Tuahiwi
to search it for material for their baskets and mats. The Waikuku flaxmill
started a branch mill on the old tannery site and Jack Seed built two mills
down Todd's Road. A flax farm was also established in this area. Seed's
mills closed after his death in the wreck of the Penguin in 1909 and by
1914 this boom was over and the other mills had shut down. The flax
farm continued to feed the Waikuku mill

Moir's flourmill continued until the fire in 1923, also producing oatmeal
and rolled oats. It generated its own electricity and was connected to the
railway station by a siding, a heavy horse being used to haul the wagons
to and from the mill. David Adamson and John McKenzie were its early
millers. The mill house stood across the stream from the Masonic Hotel.

After 1892 Harry Archer leased the Grim wood mill, first from Alfred
Maddison and then from John Sims of Kaiapoi who had bought the prop-
erty after Maddison got into financial difficulty. Archer ran the mill with
two sons, Henry Barnard Archer and Norman Archer and after his death
in 1918 these two, and another son, C. M. G. Archer, bought the mill
from the Sims estate. This was in 1922 and the business has been in the
hands of the Archer family ever since.

Just over the South Belt and on the west side of the Drain Road was
the considerable property of James Withers. Apart from his entry into the
flaxmilling and rope-making business Withers was also one of the district's
major builders and on his Drain Road property he had a sawmill and
timber, firewood and coal yards, a joinery shop and a general store. He
also did general contracting, chaff cutting and 'corn crushing'.

In 1900 another Southbrook contracting firm, that of G. W. Pearson,
made its appearance. George Pearson was the son of William Pearson who
had settled first down on the main drain between Inglewood and Waverley.
It was always wet down by the drain so in the mid-eighties Pearson senior
bought a farm in Rivermarsh Road (now Marsh Road) opposite William
Sansom's farm and moved up there. One Christchurch show day he bought
an Aveling and Norton traction engine and a Clayton and Shuttleworth
threshing mill and later he acquired a chaff-cutter and a clover sheller,
and a gorse cutter which he fitted to the traction engine. George Pearson
began contracting round the district with this equipment in 1900 and, in
1916, commenced sawmilling on the advice of Hugh Boyd. The firm G.
W. Pearson and Sons was founded in 1932 when his four sons, Lawrence,
Martin, Frank and George all finally joined him, the partnership expanding
into building, bridge construction and engineering and based at the sawmill
beside the railway yards.

George Pearson often drove a traction engine for Moses Smith who ac-
quired William Sansom's farm and who had two threshing mills out on
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the road during the harvest. Another industry, and a little known one,
was that of Charles Jones the basket-maker. Jones had a basket shop in
Rangiora and his osier farm was on the west side of the Drain Road a
short distance south of the cross-roads. Three Chinese had a market garden
in Dunlop's Road, near the flaxmill, for over thirty years.

The mills, contractors and small farms to the south of Rangiora sup-
ported a small township of cottages and stores scattered along the Drain
Road from Mrs Grimwood's store on the South Belt corner down past
the Methodist Church, St. Mary's Anglican Church and the Masonic Hotel
to the railway station. James Seed took over the Grimwood store after
he closed his flaxmill in 1891 but it was burnt down about 1911 and Nor-
man Archer built his home on the site. Down the road and across the
'middle brook' was James Withers's extensive business and on the south
side of the adjacent lane was Peet's bakery, the first in Southbrook, and
used, also, as a store. It is possible, but not certain, that the first store
of John and Joseph Thompson was situated on the north-west corner of
the Drain Road and Torlesse Street but it did not survive, evidently, into
this century.

Most of the old Southbrook shops were to be found near the Masonic
Hotel and the two flourmills. Opposite the hotel was Miller's blacksmith's
shop while George Watson's butcher shop stood across the stream from
the smithy. Watson's and Seed's houses stood between the butcher's shop
and the next corner. The other butcher, Thomas Dench, had a shop on
Railway Road opposite the school. On the north side of the hotel was
the rope-walk stretching back to the flaxmill, then Dyson's store, the fire
station and another store, run by a Miss Smith, on the corner of Torlesse
Street. Dyson was one of a few men who rode around on big tricycles
and he passed the store on to Miss Mary Martyn who had had the bakery-
store near Withers. It contained the post office and did business until recent
times. Across Torlesse Street was a boot shop.

Eventually Withers's enterprises closed, all the flaxmills shut down and
Moir's flourmill was destroyed by fire, and a small revival of industry in
the nineteen-twenties shared the same destiny. Another flourmill named
the Simplex Mill was built on Moir's old site about 1925 but it ceased
milling after only a year and, about the same time, the Andrews Twine
Company of Waikuku set up a modern flax-stripping plant on the siding
and stream below the flourmill. It lasted until the mid-thirties. Only Pear-
son's sawmill and Archer's flourmill out-lived all this industrial enterprise.

Deserted by the industries that sustained it for so long the Southbrook
community maintained as independent a stance as it could only a mile
outside the borough boundary, its narrow streets of shingle and grass some-
times streets in name only and many of its cottages wearing a distinctly
nineteenth century appearance. But it always kept up a brave face with
its own library, societies and sports clubs and it is highly probably that
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Southbrook's day will come again either through industry or, possibly, as
a residential suburb of Rangiora.

LIBERALS AND GOOD TEMPLARS

There had always been unemployment and poverty in the town from its
earliest days but after 1878 the problem became more public as the de-
pression deepened. In 1879, when the Borough Council could not continue
employing day labour, seventeen unemployed men interviewed the mayor
appealing for work and while seasonal farm work relieved the situation
periodically and some joined the railway gangs in the Weka Pass, when
it could the council gathered up the out-of-work and had them breaking
heaps of boulders on the line of new streets. For this they received three
shillings a yard. At first the council did dispense a little charity to aid
destitute families but in supplies rather than in cash so that it would not
find its way into the hotels. By 1880, however, the Christchurch Charitable
Aid Board had taken over the borough's social welfare problems and coun-
cils now acted merely as the Board's agent.

Because it was a small town Rangiora did not advertise its difficulties
too loudly. These were pre-union times and those who worked in the mills,
on the farms and along High Street were powerless to improve their lot
of falling wages and long working hours. Shopkeepers kept their premises
open as long as they could attract business but there was some organised
agitation among their shop assistants in the early 'eighties to reduce the
hours they were expected to serve at the counters. At that time shops were
closing about eight in the evening except on Saturdays when they closed
at nine, ten or even later. In 1882 the publicans applied to the local licens-
ing committee (and unsuccessfully) for an extension of their evening hours
to eleven on the grounds that the existing closing time was discriminatory.
When they closed at ten, they complained, there were other businesses
along High Street still trading. In 1883 the shop proprietors did agree to
close at six every night except Saturday but they had made similar promises
before and it was not expected that this one would be honoured any more
than the others.3

Towards the end of the eighteen-eighties worker agitation increased, in-
terest in the organisation of labour became widespread and active trades
and workers associations and societies appeared in Christchurch. Early in
1890 workers and tradesmen in Rangiora formed the Rangiora Trades and
Labour Union and through the winter of that year its members met in
the Band Hall opposite St. John Baptist (formerly the Anglican girls' school
- parish hall) to discuss the falling wage pattern, threshing mill charges
and wage rates, shearers' rates and similar topics. P. Moraine was president

'Lvttelton Times 25 Jun 1883.
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of the union and John Hall secretary. Agricultural workers were promi-
nently involved and the union invited threshing mill proprietors to meet
it to discuss a request for higher wages. There were forty-one threshing
plants in the Ashley County and the unionists were asking for thirteen
shillings a man per thousand bushels threshed by traction engine-powered
plants and fifteen shillings for portables. The farmers clubs now found
themselves debating the wages and working conditions of their men but
it was a bad time for agitation and the workers in both town and country
were to get more satisfaction through the ballot box.

With the election of 1890 approaching the Rangiora unionists decided
to form a political association and to exploit this opportunity with a candi-
date of their own. There were others in the town interested in reform and
a public meeting held in the Institute Hall on 24 September 1890 also
attracted representatives of a Kaiapoi Labour Union. This meeting formed
the Rangiora Liberal Political Association with a cordial and soft drink
manufacturer named Robert Wright as its president and a call went out
for a willing parliamentary candidate.

Determined to have a working man representing them the unionists fi-
nally got the Political Association's choice, a Christchurch solicitor named
William Hoban, who had become a leading trade unionist. President of
the Railway Servants Association Hoban held a wide range of radical views
and because he was also an outspoken advocate of the reform of govern-
ment he seemed suited to carry the combined banner of the various
elements of the Political Association against a conservative, Richard
Moore.4

The electorate was Kaiapoi, a strong farming area but including the
towns of Kaiapoi, Rangiora, Woodend, Cust and East Oxford, and Moore,
a highly-respected produce-merchant, local body man and former mayor
of Kaiapoi defeated Hoban fairly easily. The country to the north, the
Ashley electorate, fell to Richard Meredith a former school teacher and
fanner of Stoke whose later liberalism was not yet noticeable. In Rangiora,
however, the radical Hoban won the booth by 219 votes to 199.

After the election the Liberal Political Association lay dormant while
local industry was slumping in a desperate decline and hard times returned
again. It was revived in September 1892 when a meeting chaired by Hugh
Boyd decided to form a branch of the Canterbury Liberal Political Associ-
ation. There was now far more support than in 1890. Rangiora was sur-
rounded by small farmers for whom the new Liberal Government's
graduated land tax would bring much-needed relief. The policies of the
Liberals also offered hope to landless immigrants and the sons of small
farmers that they too might one day have a farm of their own. What Rangi-

*Canterbur\< Times 2, 17. 30 Oct 1890: Lyttelton Times 19 May; 9 Jurr 3 11, Nov 1890"
25 Jun 1891.
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ora was seeing in these meetings between 1890 and 1893 was the birth
of New Zealand's first political party and in August 1893 the Rangiora
branch, meeting again under Boyd, issued a short statement of its aims,
it claimed to be taking an active part in fighting unemployment, that it
supported the principle of the lease in perpetuity but opposed the sale
of land in large blocks.

In an interesting aside the Association drew the attention of the Borough
Council to the conviction of a man names Charles Vale in the Magistrate's
Court for shooting in the Ashley riverbed. It demanded that the right of
the free use of the riverbed for recreation purposes, which had been enjoyed
by the public for many years, should not be interfered with. This, too,
was good liberal principle.5

The Rangiora Liberal Political Association approached the election of
1893 with a broader base of support and public opinion flowing more
strongly its way. It was also able to attack the popular and influential
Moore with an acceptable alternative — David Buddo. Buddo, a Scottish
engineer, had recently arrived from the Ellesmere District and was farming
land at Fernside. Moore won the Woodend-Kaiapoi-Eyre part of the elec-
torate but Buddo won Rangiora (476r270) Cust and Oxford and the seat.

The excitement generated by a possible Liberal swing in November 1893
was accentuated by the fact that this election was the first in which women
voted. The result of the poll was the more eagerly awaited and when it
was announced that among the 751 votes cast at the Rangiora booth only
five were informal it was commonly agreed that the ladies had indeed
voted with intelligence.6

Moore's personality and support were still sufficient to unseat Buddo
in 1896 but Buddo was back in 1899 for a long spell in the House during
which he was Minister of Lands and Internal Affairs (1908-12). A lively,
intelligent and popular little man, David Buddo came to live in King Street
north and was a familiar figure at functions in the town for nearly forty
years.

Within days of his election Buddo was under pressure from the temper-
ance lodges. The nation-wide movement opposed to the liquor-trade had
been growing stronger throughout the decade and the Liberal Government
could no longer ignore it. It had sprung up in Rangiora in the eighteen-
seventies as a protest against the trade's contribution to the social problems
of the day, problems which were perhaps intensified now by the depression.
The core of the movement was the Sons and Daughters of Temperance,
a friendly benefiet society not only pledged to total abstinence but also
offering its members, in return for regular subscriptions, small payments
in times of sickness when no other insurance was available. Its early leaders

*Lynelton- Times 8 Aug 1893.
"Ibid 29 Nov 1893.
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were Thomas Keir, James Seed and James Withers and its headquarters
was the hall of the Good Templars in Albert Street.

Perhaps it was the fearless militancy of the Salvation Army, arriving
in the town in 1884 and sharing the Templars' principles and hall, which
added fire to the no-licence campaign. The Ministers of all the churches
became involved and preached temperance on Sundays and the annual
elections for the licensing committee were closely contested by the temper-
ance lodges and an opposing group known as the publicans' ticket. Even
council elections became clouded by the issue and public figures were
forced, sooner or later, to declare their position. They did this as diploma-
tically as they could, describing themselves as either 'a total abstainer with-
out being dogmatic' or as 'a temperate man seriously concerned about
the liquor problem'. Either way they had to consider their standing with
the public and their business.

The temperance movement charged the hotels with Sunday trading and
other illegal practises and accused the farmers of streaming into market
every Tuesday just to get drunk. There were a number of known families
living on charity while their breadwinners drank all their earnings and
in those days of more powerful beers the sight of a drunk lying sleeping
or unconscious in the gutter and in doorways was not an uncommon one.
Sometimes a keen temperance man would follow drunks into hotels and,
if they were served, would then offer themselves as witnesses at the police
station in Victoria Street. The local rowdies retaliated by heckling speakers
at temperance meetings. This battle was joined by John Manning, the pro-
prietor of the Burton Brewery, who had been a target of the reformers
both as a brewer and a councillor. He had his own revenge with two new
bottled brews which he released for sale in Rangiora and Kaiapoi in 1886.
They were named Blue Ribbon Ale and Salvation Stout.

The climax of years of rallies came in July 1892 with the biggest public
meeting yet in the short but crowded history of public debate in Rangiora.
It was held in the new Drill Hall, about two years old and believed to
hold a thousand people, and which was packed to the doors by a crowd
which had come to hear the Reverend L. M. Isitt of Sydenham, president
of the New Zealand Alliance and their leader. The platform was filled
with the local leadership, mostly ministers of the churches, and after all
the speeches were finished Thomas Keir moved a motion to the effect
that the only solution to the drink problem was the direct vote. What he
wanted was a national referendum and all but one of them there enthusi-
astically agreed. Only one man would deny it; a lone Irishman named
Patrick O'Connor who stepped up on to the platform and announced that
'a minister was a teetotally abomination wherever he was' before he could
be hustled down again.7

1 Canterbury Times 28 Jul 1892.
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The campaign for a direct vote on the issue was led by a new organisation
called the Rangiora Prohibition League and it was this new body which
made approaches to Buddo so soon after his election. Its object was to
get changes made to Seddon's 1893 alcoholic liquor act which for reasons
of political expediency had not only made liquor licensing subject to local
option polls but required a three-fifths majority in favour of no-licence
before prohibition could be imposed on an electorate. This last provision
angered leaguers everywhere but they failed to affect a change and the
first poll under the Act was held on 21 March 1894.

The choice facing the voters were: no licence, a reduction of hotel licences
or no change. The Rangiora Prohibition League was confidently deter-
mined to get a prohibition decision in the Kaiapoi electorate for it was
strong in numbers, enthusiastic and well-organised. There were also many
who believed that the women's vote would now help it over the formidable
sixty per cent barrier. The first news from the returning office was that
no-licence had indeed carried the day but it was later officially announced
that the League had only succeeded in reducing the number of hotel li-
cences. In fact, had a bare majority only been needed this too would have
been missed — by just one vote.

While the temperance people were disappointed with the result the sup-
porters of continuance also had little to be cheerful about. Seventeen candi-
dates had stood for the local licensing committee but all eight seats had
been won by temperance men. At its first meeting the new committee
delivered a stern warning to the Rangiora publicans and announced its
intention to close four hotels in the electorate. It was also possible that
licences would be restricted for booths at shows and sports grounds.8

The times had not been kind to the publicans. High rents and tightening
trade had inevitably led to financial difficulties and most of them were
in trouble. Samuel Green, the licensee of the Masonic since about 1878,
gave that hotel up, bankrupt, in 1894 and John Roberts was forced out
of the Junction. There had been many complaints against the Club and
a recent licensee of the Plough had hung himself among the bluegums
beside the hotel. Roberts, a popular host, excellent caterer, batchelor, coun-
cillor and a selfless worker in the interests of the town, settled back into
the Club only to have its license withdrawn. Now the disappointed propri-
etor of a temperance boarding house he died there two years later.

The great social and political debates of this period had a long-lasting
effect on Rangiora. The advocates of prohibition never recaptured the sup-
port they had had in 1894 until 1911 but they remained a force in the
town nevertheless. The liquor issue became stalemated for while prohib-
ition could command only thirty-six percent of the vote at the turn of
the century the die-hard defenders of no-change could muster only thirty.

*Lyttetton Times 18 Dec 1893; 22, 24 Mar 1894; 5 Jun 1894
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The remainder wanted reduction but couldn't get it. The eminently popular
Buddo and his party's policies swept the hustings and Rangiora became
solidly liberal. Not the least popular of the Liberal Government's new legis-
lation was the half-day holiday which was introduced in 1894. The Borough
Council preferred a Saturday half-holiday but the businessmen chose to
close on Thursday afternoons and the extra leisure time gave a welcome
boost to the town's reviving sports clubs.

QUEEN VICTORIA'S GOLDEN JUBILEE

The brightest moment in that difficult period was the celebration of the
fiftieth year of Queen Victoria's reign, the Rangiora festivities taking place
on Thursday 2 June 1887. The morning dawned frosty and clear and those
with shops and houses on High Street were up early completing the decorat-
ing of their premises with evergreens and bunting and hanging out large
numbers of lanterns and transparencies in preparation for the evening.
Special excursion trains brought visitors from a-far and by the time the
mid-morning procession was due to begin the town was already crowded.9

The floats and marchers were assembled in some order on the Arch-
deacon Dudley's paddock, opposite Earnley, by the Mayor, Hugh Boyd,
and with the Rangiora Brass Band, the Burnham Band, the Salvation Army
Band and the Ashley Drum and Fife Band interspersed along its length
the procession set off through the streets to the Recreation Ground. In
the van were the rifle volunteers resplendent in their scarlet uniforms and
marching to two pipers and because it was now just thirty years since
the arrival, in 1857, of the first of the main body of settlers, and this in
itself being something of an anniversary, about forty men who had come
on the immigrant ships of those years formed up behind the volunteers.
They were led by the men from the first four ships of 1850 — R. Evans,
W. Dixon, R. Dixon and J. Brown while the Archdeacon rode in his car-
riage.

The Fire Brigade followed, its two decorated engines each drawn by
four greys, and behind marched the Oddfellows, the Orangemen and the
Druids, all wearing their colourful regalia and with banners held high.
Then came the tradesmen.1

Very fittingly the printers took the lead, the proprietor of the Rangiora
Standard (Mr H. Turner) having a press at work throwing off the pro-
gramme and a Jubilee number of the Standard. The brewers came next
in order, and were represented by Messrs J. Manning and J. Miles, whose
three delivery carts were decorated and the men occupying them pictur-
esquely got up in white blouses and red caps. The bricklayers followed

9Ibid 3 Jun 1887
'From a typescript copy of a newspaper description, possibly from the Standard, Rangiora
Borough Council files.
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in a large waggon containing bricks, pottery work etc., Mr S. Ayers being
in charge. The gardeners were represented by Mr W. E. Ivory, of the
Rangiora Nursery, whose trophy of trees, evergreens and fruit was
beautifully got up, and attracted a full share of admiration. Mr C. Jones,
basket-maker, had the next turnout, he being busily engaged upon the
top of his waggon in making a basket. The tinsmithing trade was rep-
resented by Mr D. M'Kay, who, with a small furnace in his decorated
cart, worked at a branch of his business. The blacksmiths followed in
two waggons, decorated, and carrying portable forges in full blast, and
men ringing the anvil in professional style. A waggon containing the
wheelwrights, with portions of vehicles in various stages of manufacture,
came next, and then the carpenters, in a waggon handsomely decorated
with shavings, the top of the vehicle carrying a representation of the
crown and feathers, and the letters V.R. worked with shavings. Last,
but before all others in effectiveness of display, came the butchers,
twenty-five strong, and headed by a waggon literally groaning under
a weight of good cheer of every kind dispensed by the trade.
About five hundred school children joined the procession at Church

Street, which, by the time it had reached the Recreation Ground, was fully
a quarter of a mile long.

A flagpole had been raised in the centre of the Domain and the town
and district gathered round it to pay their respects to the Queen. The chil-
dren sang the national anthem, the volunteers went through some drill
and fired a feu de pie and then, after three hearty cheers had been given
for Her Majesty, the fast-growing throng dispersed to their picnic lunches.
Harry Archer, now the proprietor of the Club Hotel, had the publican's
and luncheon booths and the bands provided music, the Rangiora band
being under the baton of C. A. Tyler. By two o'clock over three thousand
people were on the ground and the sports programme was under-way.
There were bicycle races, Cumberland wrestling, athletic events, a Punch
and Judy show and a bullock-roasting Maori fashion.

After sunset the evening remained calm and crisp and by six o'clock
the Hghting-up was well under way. High Street was soon sparkling with
hundreds of paper lanterns and transparencies of the Queen's likeness,
mottos and emblems. The best displays were on the stores around the June-,
tion Hotel but many shops and houses along the street were studded with
lanterns. Between six-thirty and eight o'clock John Roberts and Frederick-
Smith gave a display of fireworks from the front of Smith's shop and the
Junction Hotel balcony.

At the Good Templar Hall in Albert Street the children were entertained
with a display of 'dissolving views' while the Institute Hall was packed
for two presentations by the Dramatic Society, one a musical extravaganza
called 'The Pirates Retreat', the other a dramatic piece titled 'Over the
Garden Wall'. An overture was played on a harp and a violin by a man

263



named Morgan and his wife and the evening concluded with a dance.
There was some debate over the form of a permanent memorial to mark

the occasion. Back in 1881-2 C. I. Jennings had proposed that the town
buy a set of eight bells and install them in the bell tower ofSt John Baptist.
The Anglican congregation were enlarging their church but there being
no money left for a bell tower Jennings then suggested that a tower be
built at the council chambers. Subscriptions were invited but the scheme
came to nothing and so, by 1887, the town had no memorial, no public
monument, no statuary; no centre-piece of any kind.

The pupils at the Rangiora High School marked the occasion by planting
a Wellingtonia. The pupils of the primary school planted two and a fourth
was planted in the Anglican vicarage grounds. The borough opted for a
more practical memorial — an artesian water-supply. Money was raised
by public subscrition and drilling began at the corner of High and King
Streets late in 1887. After 237 feet of six-inch pipe had been sunk at a
cost of 400 pounds money ran out and because there was no pressure
to the water seeping into the pipe it was plugged and the well abandoned.
Some time later a councillor re-opened the subscription list, persuading
the public that too much money had been spent to have the project aban-
doned. The council agreed to subsidise the amount raised for, after all,
the question as to whether there was a useful supply of artesian water
still had to be answered. Drilling began again in 1891 under the supervision
of a jubilee well committee and any water found was to be used in a
drinking fountain, for road-making and for watering High Street. In Sep-
tember 1891 the pipe gave way at the bottom and because there was no
pressure or any proof that further drilling would. succeed it was decided
to plug the pipe and bury it.

The jubilee well thus joined the many other failures of this period while
the school children's Wellingtonias flourish to this day as the only true
memorial of those celebrations of 1887. The Borough Council let the matter
rest awhile and then began to consider the possibility of a public park.

One of the consequences of the unrestricted purchase of land round
Rangiora Bush and the town's un-planned growth was a complete absence
of parks and recreation reserves. When the Provincial Government did
lay out reserves, after all the best land had been bought, they were some
distance outside the town and they became the racecourse, the recreation
ground or domain, and the rifle range, while the rugby club played on
a paddock in King Street north. The Borough Council owned just the acre
on which its buildings stood and the Good Street shingle pit but it had
also been given a dubious asset on the river bank named the Maria
Andrews Park.

The Borough Council had received notification of the gift of this land
from Samuel Andrews of Exeter, Devon, in March 1880. Andrews had
been an early land purchaser and this section, R.S. 2673, had been part
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of the holdings he farmed between the town and the river before returning
to Devon. The council agreed to Andrews's request that it be used for
a park and be named after his wife and, as an expression of its gratitude,
re-named Wales Street Andrews Street. The park was planted with trees
and leased for grazing but it was burnt many times and often flooded.
It involved the council in disputes with the railways management, the road
board and neighbouring farmers and became an embarrassing expense to
the ratepayers. Furthermore, it was discovered that the original deed had
never been signed so that the conveyance had been invalid.

The deeds were despatched to England for signing and then a decision
was made to sell the land and use the proceeds to buy land for a park
within the borough. Dr Downes put this to Andrews while on a visit to
England but the donor refused to agree. By this time the town was quite
ready to get rid of the park and had come to know Andrews Street as
Wales Street again.2

As Queen Victoria's sixtieth anniversary began to loom close the Borough
Council asked Sir Westby Perceval if he would donate part of the unsold
Percival land for a central park. This was in 1895 but Perceval refused.
Two years later, in the year of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee, thirty-seven
acres of Buss's Ricton estate (the Ayers Street block) came on the market
and the council prepared to buy it for a recreation reserve. But public
opinion was against it and Buss withdrew the land from sale. In 1902,
however, Sir Westby Perceval put the remnants of the old Percival section
up for auction and the Borough Council bought a little over two acres
next to the fire brigade station for 410 pounds.3

The new park was named Victoria Square, quickly fenced and planted
in potatoes in the spring of 1902. A set of gates was erected to mark the
coronation of Edward VII, a pedestal lamp was placed at the entrance
as a memorial to the two Rangiora men who died in the Boer War and
a band rotunda was erected in the centre in 1907. Gardens were laid out,
an old artillery piece from the First World War was placed there and,
as the trees grew up around the children's playground equipment, the park
matured into a quiet retreat in the heart of the town. <

NEW BUILDINGS FOR OLD

In spite of the difficult conditions which existed between the founding of
the borough and 1896 this period was notable for the appearance of a
number of the town's more prominent public and commercial buildings.

2Not to be confused with Andrew Street off Durham Street. Andrew Street was marked out
through the rugby ground by Henry Blackett in 1893 and named after his son A. B. Blackett
who had become a councillor. Durham was Blackett's native town. The council wouldn't
accept the streets un-formed and Blackett wouldn't form them.

3Remember that father (Percival) and son (Perceval) spelt their names differently.

265



It may be said to have begun with the Borough Council Chambers which
were completed in September 1880 although this building, a simple wooden
structure, which resembled a country schoolroom more than anything else,
could hardly be described as an outstanding contribution to the town's
architecture.

In showy contrast to the plain functional lines of the old chambers, how-
ever, was the new Junction Hotel which opened on 28 September 1880.
The old wooden hotel of the Sinclairs was replaced by a large two-storey
brick building for Joseph Oram Shepherd, a member of the Kaiapoi Oram
family and licensee of the White Hart in Christchurch. Considered to be
years ahead of its time the Junction was elaborately finished in Oamaru
stone with heavy gables and a balcony overhanging the footpath. Shepherd
spent 5,000 pounds building it and went bankrupt. The first licensee was
John Roberts from the Club Hotel who opened it with a free luncheon
for all-comers. There were livery stables behind the hotel and also an old
corrugated iron shed which served as the town morgue. The heavy upper
facade was brought down into the street by an earthquake on the afternoon
of Christmas Day 1922.4

On the day the new Junction opened Boyd and Keir were completing
two large two-storied wooden buildings on the east corner of Victoria Street,
nearly opposite. The building right on the corner was the new Colonial
Bank while the other, separated from the bank by a brick fire-wall, was
a suite of offices for the architects and commission agents C. G. and C.
J. Chapman. They were built together and when they were finished the
Chapmans added a verandah along the front of their premises, one of
the first verandahs to be placed across the High Street footpath. Boyd
and Keir were now shaping to succeed J. J. Robinson as the biggest builders
in the town and in 1880 they built a new workshop, a wheelwright's shop,
a paint shop and a new steam sawmill on their property on the west side
of Johnston's workshop.

After completing this work Boyd and Keir moved their men across to
the corner of Ashley Street to begin on the Bank of New Zealand. This
was in January 1881 but first they shifted Cone's butcher shop, which stood
there, and which was then run by the Luxton brothers, to the corner of
Albert Street. The building of this bank held up the asphalting of the
footpath between Ashley and Good Streets, the Borough Council's first
experiment with asphalt, but it was continued after the completion of the
bank later in 1881.5

"Ibid 26 Dec 1922.
5See Rangiora Borough Council minutes 5 Dec 1880, Canterbury Times 15 Jan 1881. Published
sources have erroneously given 1878 as this bank's opening date. When it was demolished
in 1967 the top storey was dismantled and re-erected on the site of the old gravel pit in
Good Street by the Rangiora and Districts Early Records Society. It is now the Rangiora
Museum.

266

When the bank was finished Boyd and Keir started on the Templar
Hall in Albert Street. Headquarters of the temperance movement for many
years this hall stood next to the Temperance Hotel and Dining Rooms,
a bulky two-storied concrete building which had appeared near the railway
station two or three years earlier.

The following year, in May 1882, the third substantial bank was finished,
the Union Bank of Australia moving into new premises almost opposite
the Bank of New Zealand. It was, again, an imposing wooden structure,
designed by C. G. Chapman, built by the Gulliver brothers and, like the
Bank of New Zealand, contained banking facilities on the ground floor,
the manager's living-quarters in the upper floor and gardens and grounds
privately enclosed at the rear. C. E. Tribe was the manager.

Two months before the Union Bank opened its doors the freemasons
had held a dedication ceremony at their new hall in Percival Street. It
will be remembered that the town's early masons had disbanded in 1866
but in 1878 several district masons who had maintained contact with other
lodges re-formed the lodge and reclaimed the relics of the old lodge from
J.B. Wilson, in whose custody they had been placed. The founders of
the new lodge, which they named Ashley, were G. P. Milson of Kaiapoi,
W. Sansom of Southbrook, G. Buckham, S. Stephens, P. L. Neilson, R.
Aherne and J. Fulton and its first meetings were held in the old hall in
King Street north which, with the land, was purchased from Wilson who
had taken up the mortgage when the old lodge had failed.

The new hall was built of brick, concrete and iron and was lightly faced
with Oamaru stone, the work being done by W. Pollock, W. Thompson
and J. J. Robinson, all masons. It was dedicated on 30 March 1882 with
a ceremony attended by a large number of local and visiting masons and
which was followed by a banquet in the Institute Hall. Brother Robert
Aherne occupied the chair and J. J. Robinson and G. Buckham, wardens,
filled the vice-chairs. This lodge room remained unaltered until 1920 when
a refectory was built on to it. The north wing was added in 1961.6

This same year, 1882, saw the church of St. John Baptist finally enlarged
and altered in acordance with the original plans of Mountfort, the architect,
into the church we know today, although it still remains incomplete. The
decision of earlier congregations and vestries to rebuild the old church
part by part as funds became available and so they could continue to
use it, was brought to a halt in the early 'eighties by the return of hard
times. The nave is not as long as it was intended to be and the church
is still without its west porch and bell tower, as it was left in 1882.

New buildings continued to rise with the release, between 1881 and 1884,
of more Leech land on the east side of the Union Bank of Australia. Three

6For a full account see Centenary History of the Ashley Lodge No 28, 1878-1978 by J. C.
Hancox.

267



two-storied wooden buildings were erected on this land the first, next to
the bank, for William and John Luxton, the butchers, and the second for
Thomas Boyd who opened up a bicycle manufacturing business in it. Boyd
later set up a bicycle factory in Christchurch and his shop was occupied
by Mrs Wycherlie and her daughter, as dressmakers, milners and dealers
in fancy goods. The third section, opposite Ashley Street, was sold to a
builder named George Thompson who had arrived from England only
in 1882 and Thompson built a large wooden boarding-house on it with
a livery stable behind. This was occupied by Lawson Ridley who, like
Thompson and G. J. Leech, was also a native of Cumberland. The building
was named the Cumberland Boarding House and Ridley ran it until 1896
when he sold out to Frank Siddons.

Contemporaries of the three buildings on the Leech frontage were Henry
Turner's Standard printing works in Ashley Street and the Rangiora High
School's first schoolroom, both completed in 1884. J. J. Robinson designed
the schoolroom, probably the last structure with which this early builder
was associated. The Church of St Mary and St Francis de Sales was built
in 1886 and it is believed that the mid-'eighties also saw the appearance
of two of the town's more substantial homes, Edward Good's in George
Street and Holmwood in King Street south. Holm wood is understood to
have been built for William Foster, son of the first proprietor of the Red
Lion Hotel. A map dated 1878 shows a large building already on the site,
perhaps J. G. Bailey's house or William's Bramley's, but Foster called this
large concrete home Flaxby Lodge after a family property at Selby, York-
shire. George Holmes, who bought it in 1910, changed it to Holmwood.7

Far less elegant were the industrial structures which appeared during
the decade, the linseed mill in Percival Street, the flourmill in Ashley Street
extensions to the Burton Brewery and William Buss's new woolshed in
Alfred Street. Between 1888 and 1891 the three original flour-mills were
reconstructed to four stories and in some of these extensive use was made
of corrugated iron.

The most prominent addition to High Street in the mid-'eighties was
the new post office which came after a strong appeal by the Borough Coun-
cil to the Government to improve its facilities in the town. The police
station was still inconveniently placed down Victoria Street, opposite the
new Catholic church, the magistrates still sat in the Road Board's office
and the postal services were considered inadequate, despite the commence-
ment of a letter delivery in September 1884. The Government responded
with a plan to enlarge the little wood and shingle-roofed post office but
the council pleaded again for something better. With the death, in 1885,
of J. J. Robinson, now the Town Clerk, the Percival Street corner site be-

'Whatever its origin Holmwood was demolished at the time of the borough centennial cel-
ebrations in 1978 and its grounds used for the Holmwood Home for the Aged.
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came available and the Government bought it. Robinson's old workshop
brought twenty-five pounds at auction and was moved, it is believed, to
the corner of Ashley and Burt Streets where it served as George Thomp-
son's workshop.

Built by Boyd and Keir at a cost of 758 pounds the new post office
was of solid concrete and brick sheathed with concrete and was opened
on 22 December 1887. The finished building drew criticism for its builder's
use of cheap imported cement instead of local materials and it was de-
scribed as an unsightly structure mistakenly designed by some architect
as a fortress on the road to Kabul. It failed to blend with the older wooden
and gabled facades along the street but the turret above the main entrance
was soon put to good use. Following a pesonal appeal by the Mayor,
Edward Good, money was subscribed for a town clock which was pur-
chased from an Ashburton clock-maker and installed in the turret in 1892.
It was four-faced but the numbers soon weathered off and had to be re-
painted.

In spite of the criticism which was directed at the post office concrete
and brick had come to stay. The cluster of wooden buildings which had
risen in the eastern part of High Street in the early eighteen-eighties were
about the last in that material and apart from the Plough Hotel and the
Bowling Club's pavillion it is difficult to name more than one or two public
or commercial buildings made of wood after the consecration of St Mary
and St Francis de Sales in 1886. Much public indignation was aroused
by the shifting of the United Free Methodist Sunday schoolroom from
Victoria Street to a site opposite Ivory Street in 1898 to become a trades-
man's premises. By the turn of the century the town had become sensitive
to old unsightly structures in the central business section of High Street.

The first major building of the eighteen-nineties, the Drill Hall, reared
its high red-brick rectangular bulk beyond Buss's market, erected for the
volunteer rifle company after years of drilling on roads and different open
spaces about the town. The hall was designed by A. J. Carmichael and
was opened with a smoke concert organised by the volunteers on 14 Febru-
ary 1890. Apart from becoming the headquarters of the rifle volunteers,
the territorial companies and the Home Guard in later years the Drill
Hall provided a venue for those social, sporting and political functions
which the smaller Institute Hall could not accommodate. It was used as
a roller skating rink and by the promotors of prohibition and political
rallies, while the annual balls of the volunteers and the Fire Brigade, the
big social events of the year about the turn of the century, were also held
there. The hall became an ideal place for indoor exhibitions, indoor sports,
poultry shows and the Horticultural Society's shows. Many a choral per-
formance was given there and at the annual Borough School fancy dress
balls the great dimensions of the hall allowed a fine sweep for the grand
march.
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Two buildings of some prominence, the Courthouse and a new Plough
Hotel, appeared in 1893, both of them the work of George Thompson.
The Plough was altered and enlarged considerably for its proprietor, H.
C Bailey, who was encouraged by the opening of the new saleyards a
little distance down High Street, about the corner of Ayers Street, and
which promised to increase his custom. The rear of this new building was
gutted by fire in June 1901 after which it was re-modelled into the more
familiar hotel of recent times.

The Courthouse came at long last after representations had been first
made by Hugh Boyd in 1886. It was put off again and again but in 1893
when tenders were advertised the contract went to Thompson for 717
pounds. The stylish little brick courthouse was built next to the post office
and by the end of the decade (and the end of the century) by which time
the police station had joined the line, all Rangiora's civic and government
facilities — post office, magistrates court, police station, policeman's resi-
dence, council chambers and fire brigade station were concentrated along
the west side of percival street.

While the courthouse was being built the North Canterbury Farmers
Co-operative Stores Company was planning a new department store on
its newly-acquired frontage near Percival Street. The co-operative company
had begun business in Crothers's store in 1890 and after some initial mis-
management followed a policy of expansion which ultimately saw it occupy
the entire western half of that central business block. The first step was
a concrete and brick building on the Anderson seed-store site in the mid-
'nineties which was extended at the end of the decade. A large addition
was made to this in 1906 but much of the store complex was destroyed
by fire in 1918. It was re-built as a single storey department store, including
the two corner shops where Westby Percival once lived, and opened as
it appears today for Christmas 1919.

By 1896, and the end of the long depression, the builders were back
at Johnston's corner again. The Chapmans' building had come into the
hands of William Hickmott who opened a fruit-shop there in 1888, while
the Colonial Bank, after about twenty years in business, had become the
retail shoe store, residence and boot and shoe factory of William Bridget.
Bridget had had a shoe store among the shops opposite since his arrival
from Torquay, England, in 1875 but he moved into the bank building
after the Colonial Bank went into liquidation in 1895. The other corner
was cleared for the construction, in 1896, of an imposing block of shops
and offices for John Johnston, the blacksmith's workshop being moved
to the back of his section in Alfred Street.

Most of this new building was occupied by the drapery emporium of
George Frederick Smith who already had a drapery business known as
Argyle House almost opposite and for whom Johnston apparently had the
shop built. Smith, from Kensington, had left London in 1877 and had
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trained as a draper after his arrival in Christchurch. Boyd and Keir were
again the builders and it was constructed of brick and stone to a plan
by a man named England. The whole building curved pleasingly round
the corner, it had larger plate glass windows than was usual for those times
and the design called for the part-use of glass in the verandah. The men's
clothing department was in Victoria Street and the ladies department was
on High Street with store rooms and offices on the ground and first floors.
What financial stake Smith had in the building, if any, is not clear but
the emporium was not a success. Smith gave up in 1901 and left the town.8

Johnston leased out part of the premises and turned the main shop on
High Street into a hardware store and iron-mongery, a part ot his extensive
businesses which he had run from a wooden shop in Victoria Street.

The failure of the emporium notwithstanding, Johnston's building was
an expression of his confidence in the future and High Street's most distinc-
tive asset yet. It opened as the economy was improving and when Johnston
lit it with electricity generated in his workshop at the rear his was the
first shop to discard its paraffin lamps and gaseliers. Its style was copied
later for two or three other buildings but went out of fashion in the
nineteen-twenties. The original still stands as a monument to an age of
accelerating change.

"Two sons, however, returned, E. D. R. Smith, a solicitor, joining Helmore and Van Asch,
Barristers and Solicitors, and C. J. Smith taking over McGruer's drapery store, formerly
Good's, about 1924.
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