
CHAPTER TWELVE - 

WOMEN! 

In the research for this book there have been a number of women 
suggested for inclusion who have not fitted into any category because of 
the nature of their contributions to the life of the District. Many of them 
have not had strong links with any of the organised groups or historical 
movements and yet they have made an  impact on the lives of a wide range 
of people. It is fitting that they should have their contributions recorded 
because they typify the essential achievements of women. 

By and large women have gone about their lives in an  unobtrusive 
manner doing what they believed to be their duty, in some cases, and in 
other cases, their pleasure. Even those who would explain that they only 
did their duty would probably admit that they have derived pleasure from 
the activity. Other women through their lives have represented a way of 
life that has now disappeared or has changed significantly in style. Two 
women who represent two distinctly different types of lives are May Alice 
Holbrough and Annette (Nancy) Hamilton. 

May was born in Hastings in 1894 and stayed there until she was 
three or four years old when her family returned to North Canterbury. 
Both of her parents had been born in Ohoka. May's grandfather had run 
a school for gentlemens' sons and so her father had received a good 
education. Her mother on the other hand did not receive much of an  
education at all. May's grandmother had been widowed when May's 
mother was six years old and so by the time she was twelve she was 
working a nursemaid to the children of the publican at  the Leithfield 
Hotel. When May's mother was fifteen the publican's family moved to the 
Royal George Hotel in Christchurch where she became the cook. 

May's father had a succession of jobs and so the family travelled 
around the district and the country. His first job appears to have been 
as  the night engineer at  the Kaiapoi Woollen Mills. Then he went to the 
curing department at the Te Moana freezing works in Hastings. There he 
had to rub lime into the skins with his bare hands. May remembers her 
mother saying that her father's hands used to bleed a lot when he had 
that job. On the family's return to North Canterbury her father ran the 

store at Southbrook until he was declared bankrupt. The family then 
moved around to wherever May's father could get a job. 

May began work at the Kaiapoi Woollen Mills in 1908. She started on 
the winding machine where she had to very carefully wind the wool onto 
the bobbins which, when full, had to replaced with empty ones. She 
earned about eight shillings a week and worked from eight in the morning 
to quarter past five in the evening. The workers were paid according to 
their age and fourteen was the youngest age at  which anyone could be 
employed. Unions started about the time May was working there but she 
was suspicious of the motives of the Union Organiser. By the time she 
was seventeen May was working on the blanket weaving loom. Her 
job was to watch the shuttle as  it flew backwards and forwards to make 
sure that the thread did not break. If it did, the join had to be done 
by overlaying the threads and not by knotting. May became competent 
enough to teach others how to work the loom but this resulted in a nasty 
accident. She was leaning over the machine showing a new girl what 
to do when the girl turned the machine on. May's head got caught and 
her ear was almost ripped off. She was taken to the Kaiapoi Hospital 
where under a general anaesthetic her ear was stitched back in place. 
While May was off work her mother was paid a pound a week. About 
the time of her return to work May organised a savings club at the mill 
among the girls who put aside money from their wages each week and 
were paid out at  Christmas. 

The rooms inside the mill were vast. The roof was V-shaped with half 
of it being glass. The men whitewashed half the glass area in the summer 
to stop the glare. In the winter the mill was heated with steam pipes but 
unless the workers were close to the pipes they did not get much warmth. 

Mill work was very tiring and so when the opportunity presented itself 
May applied for another job. This time it was as a nursery governess for 
a woman in Christchurch who took in boarders. May had two little girls 
to look after and it was much more enjoyable work than the mill work. 

May recorded that she was married in the Baptist church. After she 
was married she helped her husband on their leasehold farm. He taught 
her to milk the cow and to drive a three-horse team so that she could help 
during the pea-cutting season. May also became an  expert wheat 
stooker. Two sheaves ofwheat were balanced against each other with the 
heads up and then two more sheaves were put alongside. The wheat 
sheaves were left stocked until the grain had dried out and then theywere 
threshed. When May and her husband first had dairy cows they did the 
milking by hand. Later on they had machinery installed. May ran a 
fourteen-hundred bird poultry business on her own. The eggs were 
washed by hand and sent to the egg floor in Christchurch. The egg floor 
cheque was cashed at  the grocer's shop as  May did not use a bank. May's 
life was one of hard work mixed with a great deal of sadness. She lost 
three of her children at  birth and her surviving daughter died of cancer 
when she was twenty-three years old. 

Annette (Nancy) Hamilton's life was a complete contrast to that of May 
Holbrough. Nancy was born in a Sydenham Nursing Home in April 190 1 



and lived all of her life at  Mount Thomas where her father fanned. 
Nancy's maternal grandfather, T.S.Mannering. bought sheep down from 
Nelson to Birch Hill when he was about sixteen years old. Her paternal 
grandfather took up the land at  Mount Thomas in about 185 1. The old 
homestead was built in 1857. It was a fifteen-room house made of sun- 
dried bricks with a thatched roofwhich has since been covered with iron. 
There was a fireplace in nearly every room which had to be cleaned and 
whitewashed every morning by the housemaids. There were two and 
sometimes three housemaids and a cook employed as  household staff. 
The staff came from Loburn. The maids wore a black uniform with a white 
cap with flowing tails at the back. They had one day off a week. 

The family acquired its first car in 1906. It took about two hours to 
travel from Mount Thomas to Christchurch in the car. In the same year 
the Mount Thomas homestead had its own electricity generated from the 
water stored in a reservoir above the garden pond. 

Until she was old enough to go to Rangi Ruru school in Christchurch 
Nancy had a governess. Nancy' mother began teaching her to play the 
piano when she was about seven years old. At the time she was seventeen 
and in her last year at  Rangi Ruru the headmistress, Miss Gibson asked 
her to play for the Governor General, Lord Lyttelton. After she left school 
Nancy continued to have piano lessons with Ernest Empson in 
Christchurch. She needed to practice for about two hours a day and 
when she had completed that Nancy helped her parents. During her 
childhood and adolescence the family went for holidays to their chalet at  
Arthur's Pass and camping at Okuku. While Nancy was on holiday at  the 
chalet after she had married and had children, Olivia Spencer Brown 
came in and sketched the children. 

The family was closely associated with the Fernside Church. Nancy's 
mother played the organ there for thirty-five years and her father was a 
Church warden. All the stained glass windows in the church are 
memorials to either the Mannering or Brown families. Every Sunday 
evening her father held a service in the men's room for the employees at  
Mount Thomas. 

Nancy met her husband when he came to Mount Thomas with his 
uncle to help clear away fallen trees after a storm. They were married 
under the elm in the garden at Mount Thomas with five hundred guests. 
The white satin material for Nancy's dress had been sent from England. 
She had five bridesmaids dressed in primrose-coloured dresses. 

Nancy's four children were all born at  the Rangiora Hospital and they 
were all christened at Mount Thomas with water from the Jordan River 
which her grandfather had obtained. With her first two children Nancy 
had the help of a Karitane nurse for a short time but she really enjoyed 
bringing upthe children on her own and so she did not bother to get help 
with the other children. 

Both May and Nancy commented on the 1918 influenza epidemic. 
May remembered it particularly because one of the girls who was saving 
money in her scheme, Hannah, died, a s  did her brother. As May did not 
know Hannah's mother she got a neighbour to give her the six pounds 

that Hannah had saved in the scheme. Nancy remembered that during 
the influenza epidemic the family went shopping in Christchurch. They 
all had to go to a building opposite the tepid baths to have their throats 
syringed with disinfectant. Some of the staff at  Mount Thomas were quite 
ill and Nancy said that everyone had to help by going to see if the sick 
families had enough food. May said nothing about Armistice Day but 
Nancy remembered going to Christchurch and on the way passing 
through Kaiapoi where they saw old women rushing about waving their 
aprons in the air. 

The drive through Kaiapoi by Nancy Hamilton on Armistice Day may 
have been the only day that May's and Nancy's lives intertwined. 
Although they were of the same generation and they lived in the same 
district their lifestyles could not have been more disparate. 

M a y  Bo yd (Middle] - Courtesy Boyd family 

The tales of ordinary women demonstrate that most served the 
community in some way or another. Mary Boyd was born in Ireland in 
February 1848 and immigrated with her mother to Rangiora where they 
boarded with Westby Percival. Mary married Hugh Boyd in 1870 and had 
a family of five sons and four daughters. The Boyd family lived in High 
Street Rangiora next to the present site of the Farmers' Store. Hugh 
Boyd's sawmill was on land adjacent to the Farmers' Store. Hugh served 
as a Borough councillor for thirty years and as  Mayor of the Borough from 
1890-96. Mary assumed the duties of Mayoress during the time that she 
was granted the vote. There is a signature on the 1892 petition to 
parliament which could be that of Mary Boyd. 

Mary's daughter, Margaret Ann, was born in 1875. Margaret Ann 
married John Catherwood in 1906 and went to live at  Springbank. The 
Catherwood's had a family of six. Margaret involved herself in the 
Plunket Society and was the chairperson of the Rangiora Plunket in the 
1920's. The Catherwood family travelled an hour each way to church in 



Bridget Brady - Courtesy BradyfamiIy 

Rangiora every 
Sunday in a horse 
and cart. During 
the j ourney on win- 
ter days they kept 
themselves warm 
by placing a hot 
brick wrapped in a 
sugar bag under 
their feet. They were 
the first family in 
Rangiora to own an  
electric-powered 
Studebaker car and 
this  mus t  have 
made their jour- 
neys to church of 
shorter duration 
and, in winter, a lot 
more comfortable. 

B r i d g e t  
Christina Brady 
was born in North 
Loburn in 1882. 
After she had fin- 
ished school she 
was apprenticed to 
a dressmaker in 
High Street,  
Rangiora. Bridget 
spent all of her mar- 
ried life in Percival 
Street. She wasvery 

active in the Catholic Church with fund raising through Bazaars. she  
belonged to the Women's Section of the R.S.A.. the Red Cross and the 
W.D.F.F. Bridget was also involved in the Queen Carnival of 1938. This 
was a fund raising scheme whereby young women agreed to be the 
symbolic princess of an organisation which then set about raising as 
much money as  possible for their princess to be crowned Queen of the 
Carnival. Bridget was noted for her beautiful singing voice and sung in 
the church choir. Her daughter, Dorothy, inherited her musical talent 
and was well known throughout the district for her band. In her day-to- 
day life Bridget Brady was kindness itself. She found time for everybody 
including the swaggers of the 1930's. They could be assured of a meal 
and a billy full of tea to send them on their way even though Bridget was 
busy enough with her family of five. 

Another woman who was born In 1882 and lived a long and interesting 
life was Maggie McKinley of Kaiapoi. Maggie was born in Kilmarnoch 

Ayrshire and came with her sister to New Zealand in 1920 when she was 
thirty-eight. She came to work in the Kaiapoi Woollen Mill and she spent 
most of her time there in the mending room. On her 103rd birthday 
Maggie went for a jet boat ride up the Rakaia River and a helicopter ride 
over Christchurch. The only medical treatment she had over the years 
was for an  arm which she broke on Christmas Eve 1970. Maggie said that 
she never thought she would live such a long life but she should have 
been warned as  her sister had died at the age of 102 in 1980. Even at 103 
Maggie McKinley had enough energy to enjoy new experiences. 

Anne Ada Heney of Kaiapoi also reached her 100th birthday. Anne 
was born at Coutts Island in September 1885 the oldest of James and 
Janet Wright's eight children. She spent most of her life in the Kaiapoi 
district farming with her husband. She, like Maggie McKinley, led an  
active life. 

May Josephine Daly was born in Ireland in 1895 and like Anne Heney 
was the oldest of eight children. May went to Dublin University and after 
her graduation went into the dental profession. In 19 18 her New Zealand 
pen friend Thomas Daly visited her. They were married and May came to 
New Zealand as  a war bride. Eventually the Daly's settled in Rangiora 
with their seven children where May, as  a devout member of the Catholic 
church, became involved in many aspects of church life. She was a 
member of the Catholic Women's League and the Altar Society a s  well a s  
working for St Joseph's school. 

In the wider community May is probably best known for the support 
she gave to the sports that her children were involved in. Every week 
during the rugby season the Daly's washing line would be filled with the 
Rangiora Rugby Football Club's jerseys. Once she knitted the socks for 
a newly formed team. May was always a willing worker at  the after match 
functions and in fact even today without women like May many rugby 
players in the Waimakariri District would have to forgo their customary 
afternoon tea. Apart from her sporting interests May was an  active 
member of the Red Cross. May is remembered for her compassion. To her 
family she was regarded as  precious and maybe that is all any mother can 
ask to be remembered for. 

In February 1988 another mother that managed to put a lot into the 
life of the Ohoka district for about sixty-four years left the area to live in 
retirement in Rangiora. Edna Lintott's family connections to the Ohoka 
area went back to the 1850's when her Bradley great grandparents came 
to settle in the area. Edna herself went there in the 1930's after her 
marriage to George Lintott. They started poultry farming with about 
twenty birds. By the early 1960's when they finished they had thousands 
of birds. Edna belonged to the Ohoka branch of the C.W.1 and held the 
posts of secretary and president. She was also a member of the North 
Canterbury Federation. The other organisation that Edna belonged to 
was the Oddfellows Lodge. In 1975 she was elected the grand master of 
the Ashley district. As a young woman Edna was a member of the first 
Ohoka basketball (netball) team in 1927. The mother of eleven children 
Edna Lintott still found time for others in the district. At her farewell the 
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chairperson of the Ohoka Hall Association, Shirley Offwood, said Edna 
had been an  extremely hard worker for many community projects. 

Mary Josephine Marshal1 Robinson, usually known as  Moya, and 
Edna Lintott shared an involvement with the Ohoka Netball Club which 
in Moya's case resulted in her being awarded Life Membership in 1964. 
On the face of it Moya's contribution to the life of the Waimakariri District 
and the Eyre area in particular would categorise her as  a sportwoman 
and in part a political woman. Although Moya has held office in all the 
organisations that she has been associated with; the Soroptomists, the 
New Zealand Labour ,Party, the Canterbury Country Netball Association, 
the Canterbury Primary Schools' Sports Association and N.C.W.of N.Z. 
it is her backroom work that has been and continues to be most valuable. 
She has spent countless hours travelling around the District and even 
more hours standing on the sidelines of netball courts encouraging 
players to enjoy the game she loves. It can be said that Moya works at  the 
lowest level of netball and in saying that it must be acknowledged that 
the majority of players in the country play at  this level. This is where the 
strength of netball lies. Perhaps Moya dreams of being the first person 
to recognise the star quality of a bouncy, bright little individual playing 
her heart out on the Dudley Park courts on a cold miserable winter's day 
but realistically she, and other women, know that before that bright 
individual could get on the court, there had been weeks, months and 
years of methodical administrative work. A lot of this work is associated 
with fund raising. This ensures that not only the best in the District have 
a chance to earn their places in the sun but also everyone has the 
facilities needed for a fun afternoon out in the fresh air. Moya would be 
adamant that she is part of a team yet even a team needs someone of 
dedication and enthusiasm to keep obtaining winning results. 

Moya has brought the same kind of dedication to the other organisa- 
tions she has been associated with. It is often the unobtrusive work that 
Moya has done that has made her representative of the tasks that many 
women do in the community. In many ways women, such as  Moya, are 
only noticed when they are absent from the job and that is a way of 
acknowledging their value to the community. 

Wars are usually seen as  a man's activity. What is not often acknowl- 
edged is the nature of the work that women do at  home while men 
are away fighting. Much has been made of the fact that during both 
World Wars women learned that they were able to cope with paid 
employment in non-traditional roles. As a result of their experiences 
they wanted more from life than the roles of mothers and housewives. 
In the valid quest for liberation from the well-labelled traditional roles 
the work that women did during the wars has been seen as  a stepping 
stone. In acknowledging this aspect of women's war work, the direct 
contribution of many women to the war effort has been overlooked. In 
the Waimakariri District during World War One, Margaret Blackwell the 
wife of then Mayor of Kaiapoi, J.H.Blackwel1, organised and ran the 
organisations which provided the much needed comforts for the soldiers 
in the front lines. The Red Cross and the Lady Liverpool Committees 

which she headed worked throughout the war to raise money 
and produce goods for the soldiers a s  well as  care for the soldiers' 
families. Margaret Blackwell received the M.B.E. for her war work. 

, During World War Two Florence (Totty) King did the same type ofwork 
l in Rangiora for the Red Cross. Totty 

held the presidency of the Red Cross 
j from 1941 -72. Under her guidance 

the Red Cross members knitted goods 
and made cakes and biscuits to send 
to injured soldiers in the Pacific. One 
of the more unusual tasks the Red 
cross undertook during the war was 
to collect rags to enable the soldiers to 
clean the military camps. 

Two women who pursued an unu- 
sual hobby for women of their genera- 
tions were Mollie Blake and Anne 
MacMaster. Mollie Blake along with 
W.Mitchel1, F.Dawson, G.Beattie, 
J.Thompson, G.Blake and  
J.F. Strachan was a founding member 
of the Rangiora Amateur Radio Club. 
This occurred in August 1936. Mollie's 
enthusiasm for amateur radio paved 
the way for other women to become 
involved. The situation in the past and 

Florence King the temperament ofwomen have made 
amateur radio a particularly suitable hobby for them. In the past, the fact 
that many women worked at  home enabled them to make contact with 
radio operators worldwide at  all times throughout the day. Generally 
women are more willing to share information about themselves than men 
and this facet of their temperament makes them ideal contacts in the 
radio world. 

Up until 1985 the technical complexity of radio made it seem as  if it 
was an  area for men. In that year, however, Anne McMaster (ZL3 VR) was 
elected president of the North Canterbury Amateur Radio Club. It was 
believed that she was the first woman president of a radio club in the 
South Island. Before Anne reached that point there were literally years 
of study and practice. In order to obtain her amateur radio licence Anne, 
with the encouragement of her husband, Ron, an  experienced licenced 
operator, had to complete a two-year course in the general principles of 
radio theory set by the New Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters. 
The three hour exam consisted of forty multi-choice question on radio 
theory and twenty questions on radio regulations and Anne had to obtain 
more than 50% in each section before she could pass. After she had 
passed the examination Anne was permitted to operate on Ultra High 
Frequency (UHF) and  on Very High Frequency (VHF) but in order to 
transmit world wide she had to pass the Morse Code test of sending and 
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receiving twelve words per minute. Anne's interest in radio which was 
aroused by her husband, led her, as  with Mollie Blake, to pioneer a place 
for women in the administration of North Canterbury amateur radio. 

Another pioneer in what was considered a man's world was school bus 
driver Val Hamblin. Her initial encouragement for the job, like that of 
Anne McMaster, came from her husband. When Val retired in 1983 after 
twenty-five years of school bus driving she estimated that she had 
carried about five hundred thousand child passengers and never had a 
serious accident. She started with a minibus on the run from Waikuku 
Beach to Waikuku. She then took up the longer Sefton-Loburn route and 
for the last thirteen years of her driving career she was on the Clarkville- 
Ohoka route. Val would not have claimed to have any mechanical 
expertise.   his lack of expertise was acknowledged by the bus company 
when as  a fun retirement present it presented Val with a "tool kit". It 
comprised a leather pouch in which her favourite stone had been placed. 
Val had used the stone while she was driving bus "25" to knock the 
vehicle's carburettor needle back into working order when it got stuck. 
Val's contribution to both the company and the schools that she serviced 
was her friendliness towards the children in her care while she was 
transporting them to and from school. She said that she thought that 
country kids were absolutely wonderful and no doubt they thought that 
Val was pretty special as  well. 

If Val brought pleasure to thousands of children with her warm 
hearted approach to them then the next two women to be considered in 
this chapter have brought pleasure to adults as well as to children. These 
women could be classed as  entertainers. The first, Naomi Hopkins, not 
only entertained but also passed her talent on by teaching music to the 
District's children. Her dance band brought pleasure to many through- 
out the Waimakariri District and her piano playing accompaniment to 
the silent films shown during the war years will long be remembered. The 
second, Maude Candy, has relied on her speaking voice to entertain. 
Maude has said that she enjoys making people laugh and that is exactly 
what she did at  the women's breakfast held in September 1992 to launch 
the year of celebrations held by the women of the Waimakariri. Maude 
Candy's performance at  that breakfast symbolised for many the tradi- 
tional role of women. Maude has an undoubted talent as a comic and if 
it had been more acceptable for women to entertain in this way, she may 
well have had a career in the professional entertainment field. Maude, 
like many other talented entertainers of her generation, found an outlet 
for her talent within the amateur ranks. Fortunately for many in the 
Waimakariri District, especially in Kaiapoi, her talents have entertained 
them for nearly fifty years. 

Throughout the history of the Waimakariri District there have been 
a group of women who, because of their husbands' positions, have had 
to assume a public role that they were not always comfortable with. 
These have been the wives of men elected to public office. Of these 
women, the wives of the mayors probably have had the most difficult role 
to fulfil. To chose one of these hard working women to represent the 

group is invidious. Nancy Hills in her time as  Mayoress of Kaiapoi 
encountered most of the situations that mayoresses have encountered 
throughout the history of the region. Nancy once defined a mayoress as  
a diplomat, a secretary, an  expert on protocol, a mother and a housewife. 
In order to carry her through occasional trying situations Nancy is 
adamant that a mayoress needs a sense of humour. To that could be 
added a sense of the ridiculous a s  many of the circumstances in which 
a mayoress can find herself are at best faintly comical and at worst 
disturbing. Nancy related the tale of a man who called on the Hills in the 
early hours of the morning in what she described as  a "party mood" and 
who had forgotten where he lived. He wanted the Mayor to take him 
home. It was perhaps unfortunate for Nancy and her husband, H.Owen 
Hills, that the chap had remembered where his mayor lived! 

When Nancy spoke about the more serious side of her role as a 
mayoress she emphasised that what she enjoyed was being able to help 
people, especially other women, to find their way around the intricacies 
of local and national government bureaucracies. 

It must have been difficult for mayoresses to both support their 
husbands and to maintain their own identities. Over the years the role 
of women whose partners are elected to public office has changed very 
little from the time when Nancy Hills was mayoress. However there is 
more acceptance that such women can have a life outside the inevitable 
association with their partner's office. 

This chapter and indeed the book is a celebration of the wairua (spirit) 
of the Women of the Waimakariri! 
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