
CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR

The Sports Clubs

Of all Rangiora's societies, clubs and associations its cricketers are the
oldest. Their game can be traced back to 1855 to a match on a flax-cleared
ground at the Torlesse home against a Christchurch team which arrived
a day late, and when they formed themselves into a club, in September
1959, their's was the first formal organisation in the settlement, only the
foundation committee of the church of St John Baptist possibly excepting.

It was probably on that same cleared field on the Northbrook Stream
that the custom of holding picnic sports gatherings on New Year's Day
began in 1959 and to which some of Rangiora's sports clubs can trace
their origin. Intended at first to bring together, in a social way, all the
newly-arrived immigrant families, the New Year's Day sports continued
long after Charles Torlesse had left the township, each year in a different
paddock and each year adding new sports and activities to its programme.

The earliest of the sports featured national and traditional dancing,
singing, footraces, novelty races such as the three-legged and the egg and
spoon, climbing greasy poles, children's competitions and sheep chasing,
more of a picnic occasion than a sports meeting. As the eighteen-sixties
passed Cumberland wrestling, putting the stone and impromptu cricket
and football matches were included while the athletics side of the sports
expanded to include distance events, hurdle races, high jumping and pole
vaulting. In 1869 the first horse race was held before the sports began
but some distance away, near the river, so as not to endanger the spectators.
The venues changed from year to year: beside the Plough Inn, at Burt's
on the Ashley Road, William Bramley's paddock, or Percival's land where
the saleyards would one day be and on Bailey's field near the Borough
School.

After the opening of the railway in 1872, the increasing inflow of new
immigrants and the closer subdivision of town land which followed, the
nature of the sports changed. The 1874 New Year's Day sports were held
in the Red Lion paddock and drew the biggest crowd yet. Tents were
put up, a large ring was formed to encompass the events and gambling
wheels and other devices appeared. This time there were several horse
races and two police sergeants and two mounted troopers were on hand
to keep order. As in past years the day was completed by one of Charles
Merton's concerts in the Anglican schoolroom with a New Year's ball to
follow.
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Hugh Boyd and William Buss, who had taken a leading part in the
organisation of these sports meetings, were well pleased with the 1874
crowd but in reality their end was near. In 1875 those who had supported
the horse racing withdrew and organised their own race meeting for Easter
Monday, leaving New Year's Day to the children. An attempt to re-vitalise
the sports in 1876 only attracted itinerant professionals who scooped up
all the cash prizes which in other years local athletes had always competed
for, while the ground, on Burt's farm, was almost too rough for running
on. By the mid-'seventies three sports which had formerly contributed
towards the annual entertainment rugby, cricket and horse racing, now
had their own clubs and large, open, level fields were becoming hard to
find.

Because Rangiora's origin was unplanned and its growth unforseen no
recreation reserves had been allowed for in the township although there
were several Government reserves some distance away in the direction of
the Ashley. One had become the Anglican cemetery while a second, to
the northwest, was used intermittently as a shooting range by the military
volunteers. In 1873 the remaining reserves were placed under the control
of a board of trustees and given over to recreation. The first trustees were
Henry Blackett, John Luxton and John Lilly and they controlled a ten
acre reserve north of the railway yards and about eighty acres two miles
out towards Coldstream.1

The smaller of the two reserves was claimed by the cricket club which
had been re-formed by Charles Merton and Edward Good in 1869. It be-
came known as the Recreation Ground or Domain and the club developed
a cricket ground there. As horse races played a more dominant part in
the New Year sports several enthusiasts formed a committee to organise
an alternative meeting on a more suitable course. The first independent
race meeting took place at Southbrook in March 1872 and a racing commit-
tee was granted the larger but distant reserve the following year. This be-
came the racecourse and was used as such until 1885. The footballers
formed their own club in 1875, changed to rugby in 1876 and spent their
early years playing on a paddock in King Street north owned by Henry
Blackett. The New Year sports were thus deprived of a lot of support and
interest, not only by the new clubs but also by the combined friendly societ-
ies which began holding their own fetes and picnic sports and by the North-
ern Agricultural and Pastoral Association which had recently re-formed
and whose shows were not altogether unlike the New Year's Day cel-
ebration. The sports committee ceased to meet while the rugby, racing
and cricket clubs went on to enjoy very mixed fortunes in the years ahead.

By 1880, then, there were three sports clubs in the town but before this,
and at quite an early date, an attempt was made to stock the streams

1 Weekly Press 12 Apr 1873; 27 Nov 1880
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of the Mandeville district with sporting fish. Thirty trout from the acclima-
tisation society's gardens in Christchurch were released in January 1869
by the Reverend W. W. Willock and J. Beswick of Kaiapoi, twenty of
them in the Cam and ten in Jennings's pond in Ivory's Road. There were,
originally, several springs down this road feeding a small tributary creek
of the Northbrook Stream. After Charles Jennings moved there from his
first cottage on the corner of the Ashley Road he scooped out one of these
springs to make a swimming pool for the boys of Merton's Anglican school
and it was this pool that became the trout pond. The Northbrook Stream
had been badly fouled by the flood of 1868 and was considered unsuitable.
The trout grew in the pond but wouldn't breed.

Another liberation, a batch of 250 trout ova, was released in the Cam
at Rangiora in 1878 by J. C. Boys, who had become one of the leaders
of an acclimatisation movement which was introducing English birds and
fish into Canterbury. A trout caught stranded in shallow water in the Cam
at Belgrove, above the flourmill, in 1885 may have come from this batch.
It was two feet six inches long, sixteen inches in girth and weighed ten
and three-quarter pounds. Boys was also involved in the introduction of
salmon into the Waimakariri. In 1878 he and Caleb Whitefoord, the magis-
trate whose home, Waverley, was near the north branch, released ten thou-
sand salmon ova there from the Christchurch hatchery.2

The eighteen-eighties and eighteen-nineties proved to be a critical period
for the three early clubs which had great difficulty keeping going, and
yet those years saw the beginning of a number of new sporting interests
and clubs and the appearance of a group of outstanding young sportsmen
who proved their versatility across a range of sports. Foremost among them
was G. H. N. Helmore, a young solicitor who had come to Rangiora in
the early 'eighties, who represented Canterbury at rugby and cricket and
whose playing and administrative abilities kept the rugby, cricket and ten-
nis clubs above water when sportsmen everywhere were putting work be-
fore pleasure. There were also others — A. C. Wilmot, T. Roebuck, Charles
and Edward D'Auvergne and Edward Chapman. C. E. Torlesse perhaps
typified the young sportsmen of this era who took advantage of all the
new sports that were being started. Torlesse played rugby, cricket and ten-
nis for Rangiora, was to be seen among the top contenders for champion-
ship honours on the Recreation Ground bicycle track and, as an officer
of the volunteer rifle company, was also prominent on the rifle range.3

The New Year's Day sports were revived in 1883 at the Recreation

2Press 18 Jan 1869; Canterbury Times 19 Jan, 27 Jul 1878; Lyttelton Times 9 Sept 1885.
3Charles Edward Torlesse was the son of the Reverend Henry Torlesse who had died in
1870. His mother, Mrs Elizabeth Torlesse, lived on at the Torlesse home on the Northbrook
Stream, Stoke Lodge, until all her children had married or moved and then went to Christ-
church.
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Ground which was now encircled by a promising belt of young trees. Per-
manent seats had been installed but the small grandstand which once stood
on the west side of the ground had not yet been built. The Brass Band
played, there were athletic and novelty races, wrestling and Irish and Scot-
tish dancing, and what was described as the first wheel race for bicycles
was also on the programme.

A number of young men had been buying penny-farthings and a cycling
craze had begun to spread. Stimulated by the attention they got at the
1883 sports some of the cyclists formed a club in 1884, the North Canter-
bury Bicycling Club they called it, and it met at the Junction Hotel. The
club captain was Thomas Boyd, a leading foundation member and a son
of Hugh Boyd, who opened a bicycle manufacturing and repair business
in a wooden building between the Union Bank of Australia and the Cum-
berland Boarding House. Rangiora was the headquarters of the sport but
it also drew members from the country and so the club committee of five
had two representatives from Rangiora, two from Woodend and one from
Sefton. In the winter off-season of 1885 the club constructed a banked
racing track at the Recreation Ground, encircling the cricket ground. A
third of a mile long it cost them sixty pounds to build and at the time
was reputed to be among the fastest tracks in the country.4

The Bicycle Club held 'runs' and 'tours' into the country for many years.
In 1898 touring runs were being held weekly beginning from Tombs's Tem-
perance Hotel. But the track was a great boon to the club and in the
years 1889-91 its meetings were among the most popular in the province.
Sprints and distance championships were held there, the New Zealand ten
mile championship in 1890, and they brought big crowds to the Recreation
Ground on New Year's Day right through the turn of the century. A.
C. Wilmot was the best of the Rangiora riders, coming second in the New
Zealand five mile championship in 1890 and later breaking several national
distance records, but there were other good riders in T. Roebuck, T. Boyd,
C. E. Torlesse and Henry Truman. John Fulton was president of the club
at that time.

The new series of January sports which began in 1883 continued on
through to the Second World War and included athletics and fire brigade
competitions as well as cycling. In 1891 an Athletic Association was formed
with A. B. Blackett president and this body shared with the cyclists the
responsibility for organising the sports. In time, as the Bicycle Club weak-
ened, it came under the wing of the Athletic Association which then took
sole responsibility for organising sports meetings.

The Rangiora Rifle Club was a contemporary of the Bicycle Club and
owed its beginning to the decline of the volunteer rifle company. Formed

*Lyttelton Times 2 Jan 1883; 12 Dec 1884; 25 Aug. 5 Sept 1885; Canterbury Times 20 Feb.
2 Oct 1890.
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at the Club Hotel on 13 June 1883 the Rifle Club used the volunteers'
range to the northwest of the town and which was moved to the riverbed
in 1886 to make way for the racecourse. Isaac Wilson of Kaiapoi was presi-
dent and in 1884, when it succumbed, as did so many of Rangiora's early
clubs and societies, to the influence of its country members it changed
its name to North Canterbury.5 Frank Humphreys, a sergeant in the volun-
teers, was the club's crack shot and champion in its early years. In fact
the club's fortunes became closely linked with the rifle volunteers and in
the period before 1914 it was known as the Rangiora Defence Rifle Club.
Pidgeon shooting was popular long before the rifle club came into existence
but it gave birth to the Morris Tube Club which became strong during
the eighteen-nineties as the predecessor of the modern miniature rifle club.

These were sports for the individual and it was, generally speaking,
characteristic of the eighteen-eighties and 'nineties that while team sports
like rugby, cricket and tennis, and horse racing, were struggling a number
of new sports like rifle shooting and cycling thrived. Tennis graduated from
a pleasant summer evening's pastime on the lawn to a competitive Saturday
game in 1883 when it was taken up by the staffs of the High Street banks.
The racing club threw off its amateur rural picnic image in 1886 when
it finally acquired its own property and laid out a proper course beyond
the West Belt but it was soon in difficulty again and as soon as the Northern
Agricultural and Pastoral Asociation had opened its new showgrounds in
1891 the North Canterbury Polo Club was using it. A coursing club based
at the Club Hotel also had a sport to promote — greyhounds chasing re-
leased hares across country on no defined course, and it had its supporters.
La crosse, too, enjoyed a brief moment. Founded in 1894 by the sporting
vicar of St John Baptist, the Reverend F. P. Fendall, the La Cross Club
played on the Recreation Ground. Fendall was president and captain.

This was also a time for the gentler sports, cribbage tournaments,
draughts, quoits and chess. A draughts club was formed in 1882 and played
regularly against Woodend and Southbrook, five men a team, fifty games
a match. A quoit club was playing Southbrook in 1882 out in the open
on Saturday afternoons. At one time Rangiora had a quoit saloon. Chess
became popular in the 'nineties. Its keenest player, president of the club
and champion was John Sansom who was mayor on more than one oc-
casion. And after the Drill Hall was opened in 1890 it was used as a roller
skating rink.

Through the eighteen-nineties and into the new century sport came under
new influences. The first was the Liberal Government's weekly half-day
holiday which gave more leisure time for the traditional games and new
sports like hockey. The business centre, however, chose Thursday for its

'Lyttelton Times 15 Jun, 11 Jul 1883; 25 Jul 1884

424

half-day and so the cricket club had teams playing in both Thursday and
Saturday competitions. Rugby and cricket clubs now created district bodies
which administered weak competitions, in the case of cricket, organised
by club secretaries, and in the case of rugby, collapsing altogether in the
years before the First World War. The second influence was a relative
but growing affluence as economic conditions improved after 1896 and
the third, the retirement of many hard-working settlers of former years
who were selling their properties or leaving the work to their sons and
retiring into Rangiora during the first decade of the century. These were
all factors behind the formation of the Bowling, Croquet and Tennis Club
in 1905 and the Golf Club in 1910. A hockey club also appeared.

The Rangiora Hockey Club was formed at a meeting chaired by A. S.
Clarkson at the Corn Exchange on 10 May 1898. A. Y. Hay, the manager
of the Bank of New Zealand, was elected president, J. Shankland, secretary
and F. Miles captain and the club had the strong support of the Reverend
Fendall, George Helmore, A. B. Blackett and J. B. Wilson, by now the
patriarch of all Rangiora's sportsmen. A senior team played in the Christ-
church competition, a junior team joined it there in 1905 and the club's
home ground was at the domain.6 A women's hockey club was formed
about 1910 but little is known of its early years.

The Golf Club and the Bowling, Croquet and Tennis Club also appeared
in the first decade of the century. The golfers gained access to the old
racecourse reserve near Coldstream which had been leased and grazed since
1886. They formed a club in 1910 and shared their rough open semi-
riverbed course with a mob of sheep, playing under very difficult conditions
during their early years. The Bowling, Croquet and Tennis Club grew out
of an older bowling club which played regularly in the summer on a formed
green on the vicarage lawn and it established new greens and courts in
Blackett Street in 1905. A good proportion of the money raised to finance
the club's new premises came from a billiard room which was attached
to the club's original pavilion. :

Billiards was another pastime which became very popular after 1900.;
The Bowling Club's billiard section took over the tables and facilities of
a Rangiora Sports Club, a body of which little is known, and members
paid to play all year, so contributing towards the club's funds. The Junction
and Masonic Hotels both had billiard rooms and another public billiard
room was opened in the rear of the wooden building which stood on the
east side of the Junction Hotel. Victor Pulley opened a tobacconist shop
there in 1907, taking the room over from a man named Sam Kirk, and
the tables went upstairs when Pulley's new building was erected in 1923.

^Canterbury Times 18 May 1898, 20 May 1901. The Corn Exchange was Clarkson's grain
and seed agency. Clarkson briefly occupied the wooden building which pre-dated Pulley's
buildings beside the Junction Hotel.
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In the nineteen-thirties Colin Chisnall ran a billiard room on the upper
floor of Johnston's building. These rooms became a popular gathering point
for the young men of the town on Saturday late shopping nights and then
Friday evenings after the late shopping custom changed in 1923.

Swimming carnivals also became popular during this period, after the
construction of a swimming pool at the Southbrook Primary School in
the early eighteen-nineties. Scooped out of soft spring-sodden ground by
volunteers under the supervision of a stone-mason named Wallace the pool
was filled from the Middle Brook, the creek water being brought to it
along an open race. A Southbrook Swimming Club was formed and be-
tween 1900 and 1912 regular carnivals attracted swimmers out from Christ-
church and local club members competed at carnivals elsewhere. The
Canterbury fifty-yard championship was held on one occasion at
Southbrook. Rangiora swimmers belonged to the Southbrook Swimming
Club until 1912 when the Good Street baths were built and after which
the Southbrook club declined. The Good Street bath was opened with a
swimming carnival but the activities of the new swimming club were cut
short by the outbreak of war in 1914.

After the war the sports clubs slowly re-formed, some by their own initiat-
ive, others under the patronage of a Physical Culture Club and an Athletic
Association.7 The Rangiora Athletic Association was re-activated to pro-
mote bicycle racing, sports meetings and swimming carnivals and out of
its activities there appeared a swimming club in 1924, a revived men's
hockey club in 1925 and an athletics club in 1926. H. M. Hawkins was
president of the Athletic Association and a leading figure in the founding
of these clubs and the running of the rugby club during the nineteen-
twenties. The North Canterbury Amateur Swimming Club held evening
and Saturday afternoon swimming carnivals in the Good Street baths into
the nineteen-thirties while the athletic club organised evening athletic and
cycling events on the Recreation Ground. The bicycle racers finally broke
away from the athletics club and formed a separate club in September
1937 when they were again particularly strong.

The Rangiora Men's Hockey Club was in recess from 1913 until its re-
suscitation in March 1925 under the leadership of Dr I. Allan and Harry
Hawkins. Its colours were green and white. The Hawkins family were also
associated with the re-forming of the women's hockey club which was a
section of the Ladies Physical Culture Club. Formed after the war by W.
R. Pike the mens' and ladies' physical culture clubs played a leading part
in the revival of sport and of all their issue the Rangiora Ladies Hockey
Club gave the most brilliant account of itself in the nineteen-twenties.
Fielding three teams in the Christchurch Ladies Hockey competition the
club won the senior grade three consecutive years from 1926 to 1928, and

1Lrnelton Times.24 Mar 1924; 18 Sept 1925; 26 Feb 1927
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in the last season it won four of the Association's six cups. J. Parsons,
A. Bruere, K. Mclntosh and N. Hassall were members of the Canterbury
K. Cup team in 1928 and Miss J. Parsons was captain. L. D. Smith was
the club's coach and trainer.8

While rugby, cricket, hockey and tennis had been played for many years
at the Borough School and the High School, school sports also made quite
signficant advances during the years between the wars. At the Borough
School Miss Lily Rodgers revived girls hockey and introduced basketball
for the first time in 1921. This new sport for young ladies soon spread
throughout North Canterbury through the medium of the ladies physical
culture clubs. The boys came under the influence of Carolus Moore, First
Assistant from 1918 to 1923, who soon had school rugby and cricket teams
playing regularly. Moore organised the first school swimming sports in
1919 and before he left he helped arrange the first district inter-school
athletic sports in 1923. The annual district primary schools seven-a-side
rugby and basketball (now netball) tournaments appear to have started
in 1926 at the Recreation Ground.

At the High School Gerald Beattie, the sports master, and Alan Lockhart,
a fine cricketer, produced some good rugby and cricket teams during this
period, which also saw the development of the school sports field in 1926-7
and the construction of the swimming pool in 1929-30. Regular competition
and inter-school matches against Ashburton High School and Hokitika Dis-
trict High School help to produce an out-flow of young sportsmen and
sportswomen to a growing number of country sports clubs, and to allow
them a more stable playing membership than in the past.

All this stimulated competitive sport throughout North Canterbury and
better quality North Canterbury association competitions than had been
possible before 1930. In the post-war years the Rangiora rugby, cricket
and tennis senior teams played in Christchurch but one by one they re-
turned to the country. The United Tennis Club which had courts in Good
Street played in both Christchurch and local competitions and the Lawn
Tennis Club, which was formed in 1929 mainly through the initiative of
Lawrence Devlin, eventually committed itself to country tennis.

Since they first met at cricket in 1859 Rangiora and Kaiapoi have been
sporting rivals. In the mid-'twenties two brothers, Robert and Hector Mcln-
tosh, became mayors of the two boroughs and to give some edge to this
rivalry they donated a shield to be awarded annually to the town which
recorded the most victories over all sports contested. The Mclntosh Shield
was donated in 1925 and still fills an important roll in linking all the various
sports and pastimes enjoyed by both the young and the old of both towns.

The proliferation of new sports, new clubs and expanding competitions
in the nineteen-twenties over-taxed the Recreation Ground and lower grade

•Ibid 27 Mar 1925; 13 Apr 1929
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games spilled over into the paddocks at the back. Under pressure to provide
more sports grounds the Borough Council bought thirteen acres of the
Dudley estate in Church Street in 1925 and a new park Dudley Park,
with two rugby grounds, one men's hockey ground and one women's
hockey ground was ready for use after Easter 1928. The Recreation Ground
remained the home of the Cricket Club until the late 'thirties when it too
moved to Dudley Park. After the Second World War, and the Bicycle Club
being in recess, the 'Rec' lay abandoned as a sports ground for many years
until it was restored for the use of the High School teams and for Associ-
ation football which established itself in the town in 1965.

CRICKET

The Rangiora cricketers played their maiden game as a team of relatives,
in-laws and friends of Charles Torlesse against a visiting side from Christ-
church brought out to Rangiora Bush by C. C. Bowen. The date was very
early, 28 February 1855, the game was won by the ten Rangiora men
(29 and 33 for 2; the visitors, 26 and 25) and the ground, cleared especially
for the occasion, was probably on the north side of the Northbrook stream
in front of the Torlesse house. Mrs Torlesse was prepared to seat thirty-two
for dinner and those who remained afterwards were entertained with
charades. Surprised by their loss to a team from a settlement which couldn't
muster a hundred people the Christchurch players invited the Rangiora
team to play them in an Anniversary Day match the following December
and turned the tables by 86 runs to 43.9

Games were occasionally arranged in this sporadic fashion until 1859
when, on 7 September, a number of enthusiasts met at the Lion Hotel
and formed the Rangiora Cricket Club. Although he wasn't present Charles
Torlesse was elected chairman of the club committee.1

About three months later, on 30 November 1859, the new club played
its first match against Kaiapoi, its keen rival over the years since. The
game took place in Foster's paddock at the Lion Hotel and Rangiora won
by eighteen runs, as it did again in a return match at White's Hotel,
Kaiapoi, on 11 January 1860. Rangiora and Kaiapoi played each other
six times in the first two seasons 1859-61 each side winning three matches.
In 1862 they combined on occasions to play Christchurch teams. Among
the better players of those early years was J. B. Wilson, the storekeeper
and the founder of the club, who was a member of the Canterbury team
which was beaten by an English touring eleven in February 1864. He made
two ducks. Soon after the club was formed it bought land to the east of
the Lion Hotel for a cricket ground. This first cricket ground was situated

'Torlesse Journal 22-28 Feb 1855; Lyttelton Times 1 Mar, 22 Dec 1855
'Ibid 31 Aug 1859. But Torlesse was not told of his election until 9 January 1860 even though
he had attended the first game against Kaiapoi a month before!
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on the south side of the main road behind Wilson's store and it was used
until 1865-6 when depressed economic conditions forced the club to sell
it and go into recess.

The first of several this recess lasted until September 1869 when the
club was revived by Charles Merton and Edward Good. At a meeting
held at the Junction Hotel Merton was elected president and the Reverend
B. W. Dudley offered his paddock opposite the Anglican church as a cricket
ground.2 Practises were held on Tuesdays and Saturdays and the club went
on under Merton's enthusiastic leadership to enjoy a very active decade
of cricket. As the population of Rangiora and the country around it grew
quite rapidly during the eighteen-seventies several new town and country
clubs were formed and cricket flourished.

After Merton resigned the mastership of the Anglican school in Victoria
Street in 1870 he opened a boys school at his home, Melford, on the Fern-
side Road. A cricket match between the boys of Melford School and the
tradesmen of Rangiora became a feature of the school's annual break-up
celebrations and when the Reverend Dudley sold part of his Earnley land
the Rangiora Cricket Club moved to the Melford House ground for the
1872-3 season. The tradesmen began making up trade teams to play one
another while the Oddfellows Lodge also had a team. Another club calling
itself the United Cricket Club was formed in 1873 and fielded two teams
for a couple of seasons. Its members came from among the new immigrants
but were led by two older cricketers, Wilson and Richard Truman. A wicket
was again formed by this club at the Red Lion paddock and so there
were now six teams in Rangiora playing regular friendly matches — Mel-
ford House, Oddfellows, and two teams from each of the United and Rangi-
ora clubs. Add to this the tradesmen's teams, a team of apprenticed boys
which appeared a year or so later and a team from C. G. Chapman's
Earnley Academy which occasionally played school matches and it can
be seen that by the mid-seventies cricket had become a very popular pas-
time.

At their annual end-of-season dinner in May 1874 the Rangiora players
decided that they must find a permanent ground of their own. The old
ten acre reserve to the north of the new railway station had recently been
turned over to recreation, given a board of administration and named the
Recreation Ground. The Cricket Club succeeded in obtaining this ground
for the 1874-5 season and between 1874 and 1880, while the board
attempted to establish a perimeter belt of trees, the club, without any assist-
ance from the board, levelled the surface area, laid a permanent turf wicket
(frequently ruined by sheep) put in a pump and built a pavilion. Wednes-
day was practise day and the club's official uniform became white flannels
and white cap with blue piping.

Now well-established, strong in numbers and with a ground of their
^Canterbury Times 25, 27 Sept 1869; Press 30 Sept 1869.
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own the cricketers began to enjoy friendly matches with a growing number
of new country clubs which appeared at Oxford, Cust, Leithfield, Sefton,
Amberley, Waikuku, Woodend and Southbrook, and there came into exist-
ence in 1878 an Ashley County Cricket Club which, while running no for-
mal competition, adopted a paternal position in matters cricket and drew
on the better players of these clubs to play representative matches against
other districts. But times were changing. Charles Merton resigned in 1881
and was succeeded as president by William Buss who attributed the club's
early good health and continuing survival entirely to Merton. Buss tried
to keep the club together in times which were becoming increasingly diffi-
cult. On its opening day in 1883 it was joined by players from the Kiwi
Cricket Club, newly formed by Harry Gulliver and Harry Archer and built,
probably, around the fire brigade. But in a year or two the Kiwi Club
was defunct and the town club had begun to disintegrate under the strains
of depression. By 1887 the game had once again been almost abandoned.

The keenest, and those financially able, joined the Ashley County Cricket
Club which played Christchurch clubs regularly and so kept the game going
in North Canterbury. In 1888 the county club decided to make the Rangi-
ora Recreation Ground its headquarters and an attempt was made to take
over the assets of the Rangiora Cricket Club. But the local club bounced
back and re-formed in June 1890. Buss again became president and Charles
d'Auvergne was elected club captain but the members found themselves
shut out of their own ground by the county team which contained a number
of good Rangiora players. George Buckham and G. H. N. Helmore, two
of Rangiora's leading sportsmen and sports administrators, were president
and secretary, respectively, of the County Cricket Club. Consequently the
Rangiora cricketers were pushed back into the paddocks again, this time
playing on one of their president's fields on the East Belt and they won
only four of their thirteen matches in the 1890-1 season.3

In this weak and precarious position, unsure of its future and reluctant
to cut its remaining ties with Christchurch cricket the club sent two del-
egates to join with those of five other clubs at a meeting at the Club Hotel,
in August 1892, to consider the organisation of the game in the district.
This meeting formed the North Canterbury Cricket Association which es-
tablished a cup compeittion for clubs wishing to take part. Woodend won
the Associaton's Challenge Cup in the first year, 1893, and the county
club fielded two teams, thus preventing Rangiora drawing on its full
strength. But as the Association took over the county club's representative
function local players returned to the Rangiora club, the Recreation
Ground again became the Rangiora cricket ground and the game was re-
vitalised.4

3Lvtteiton Times 10 Oct 1888; Canterbury Times 12 Jun, 18 Sept 1890; 17 Sept 1891; 22 Sept
1892.

4Ibid 4, 25 Aug 1892
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Rangiora won its first Challenge Cup in 1897-8 when it actually had
three teams in the field. One, captained by G. H. N. Helmore played
Kaiapoi, Woodend, Kowai, Amberley and Cust in the Saturday Cup while
a second team captained by G. Felton played Kaiapoi, Mandeville and
Swannanoa in a Thursday competition. J. B. Wilson was president of a
veteran's club which fielded a social team of players over forty years of
age. This Thursday-Saturday division of the club's playing strength con-
tinued through the first decade of the new century and came about because
the shops closed on Thursday afternoons while the country shopped and
played its sport on Saturdays.

Cricket resumed after the First World War with Rangiora winning the
Challenge Cup in 1919 and 1920 but later in the 'twenties the senior team
competed in Christchurch while the juniors played at home on the Rec-
reation Ground. The seniors developed into a fine team and won the Can-
terbury Cricket Association's B Grade competition in 1926. It drew its
strength from Frank Smith, who played for Canterbury, CMehrtens, L.
Chappell, A. Lockhart, S. Dalley, H. K. Kippenberger, and P. Roberts.
In the nineteen-thirties the club moved to Dudley Park and the senior
team returned to country cricket about 1934-5. P. G. Roberts, F. W. Mehr-
tens and F. Devlin made up a strong core of an improving team until
hostilities in 1939 brought its playing days to an end.

During the Second World War the game was kept alive at the High
School and at war's end Gerald Beattie, the sports master, and William
Steel took the initiative in getting cricket started again. The club soon built
up its teams again around Frank Devlin and some of the pre-war club
and High School players. The teams that played for the club between 1945
and 1955 were probably the strongest in its history.

RUGBY

Football, the game played with the round ball, made its first appearance
at the annual New Year's Day sports in 1864, held that year in a field
on the east side of the Plough Hotel. Over the remainder of the decade
and into the early eighteen-seventies soccer became a casual social pastime,
without organisation, but gaining in interest as immigration from England
increased. On 7 April 1875 some football enthusiasts responded to a call
by E. R. Good and met at the Junction Hotel to form a club. The attend-
ance was quite small but.they proceeded to elect George Buckham presi-
dent, D. M. Martin secretary and F. Withers club captain and to adopt
the rules of the Christchurch Football Club. The first game in which Rangi-
ora players took part was by invitation to join the Christchurch and Christ's
College clubs in a mixed match to open the 1975 season. The players were
placed in teams by alphabetical order and the game was played under
a mixture of association and rugby rules. Shortly after this the Christchurch
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Club adopted the rugby game, a move which was to have important conse-
quences for football in Canterbury.5

The Rangiora Football Club played its first game on 10 June 1876
against the Christchurch Football Club at Rangiora but it was a day of
some confusion. Because a large number of the local players came from
the country the team played as North Canterbury and before the game
started the Christchurch team announced that it had come to play rugby,
not football. Not being acquainted with the rules of rugby the home side
refused to play but a compromise was arranged whereby the first half
was played under association rules and the second half under the rugby
code. Christchurch won by one goal to nothing. Two members of that early
team, G. H. Lee and E. Chapman, played in the first Canterbury represen-
tative rugby team of 1876 which toured Nelson, Wellington and Auckland.
After this first match against Christchurch Rangiora changed to rugby.

Kaiapoi also took up the game and on 22 July 1876 the two sides met
for the first time on the Kaikanui Hotel paddock and drew one goal each.
The following season was considered a good one but that year, 1877, the
club exchanged the name Rangiora for North Canterbury in recognition
of the wide area from which the team drew its players. It also adopted
its first official uniform, a white jersey with a red Maltese cross on the
chest. But the name Rangiora Football Club was not to be easily discarded
and it was as this that the members considered an invitation from the
Christchurch Football Club in May 1879 to join with it in the formation
of a Canterbury Football Association. The annual meeting discussed it,
elected W. E. Leach captain, set 31 May as opening day and then ad-
journed. But the weather for the opening day match was inclement and
so, after a little exercise, the players retreated to the Club Hotel, re-opened
their annual meeting, elected E. Chapman president and decided that they
would indeed support the founding of, and join, a Canterbury Rugby As-
sociation.6

On its opening day 1881 the club was able to stage a match between
its town and country members and by this time the name North Canterbury
had become firmly established. G. Rutherford was president and J. Hossack
captain. Games were arranged by challenge or invitation and usually num-
bered only six or seven a season. On non-playing Saturdays the team prac-
tised. Most of the games were against Christchurch clubs, Kaiapoi or
Southbridge and were divided into four spells of fifteen, twenty or even
thirty minutes each. The club's home ground was a rough paddock belong-
ing to Henry Blackett in King Street north, on the east side and just north
of Blackett Street. In 1883 a second fifteen was put on the field for the
first time and the club changed its playing uniform. Its registered colours

5Lyttelton Times 9, 15 Apr 1975
''Canterbury Times 24 May, 7 June 1879
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became blue jersey with shield attached, blue and black stockings and dark
blue knickerbockers. The senior team always took with it a banner made
by Mrs d'Auvergne.7

Evidently the club contributed towards the uniform change for when
it became desperately short of funds, amateur theatricals and entertain-
ments were arranged to raise money, the programmes including choruses
and songs sung by the teams in full playing uniform.

The North Canterbury rugby team in the mid-eighteen-eighties was one
of the strongest in the province, second on the Canterbury roll in the years
1886-7. G. H. N. Helmore who, with E. B. Millton, played for New Zealand
in 1884 was club captain and selector, and, with H. W. Wilson, W. D.
Bean and C. d'Auvergne, played for Canterbury. C. E. Torlesse was also
selected against Otago but could not play. Some of this team rode ten
or twenty or even thirty miles on horseback to get to Rangiora and then
had a two hour ride by hired coach or drag into Christchurch. After the
match it took considerably longer to travel home. But the same difficult
economic conditions which so handicapped cricket in the late eighteen-
eighties also affected this very good rugby side for in 1888 it apparently
disbanded.

The break was, however, to be a short one for in May 1889 the club
re-formed as the Rangiora Football Club. Helmore was president, George
Buckham patron, A. C. Wilmot secretary, T. Roebuck club captain and
D. Du Moulin vice captain. Only one team was put in the field and it
played seven matches, losing four. It began playing on the Recreation
Ground but returned to Blackett's paddock in King Street north. The 1890
season was a better one and in 1891 the club resolved to rejoin the Canter-
bury Rugby Union. At the same time, however, it changed its name from
Rangiora back to North Canterbury again.8

Elsewhere in North Canterbury clubs had been formed for some years
at Oxford and Woodend while rugby was being played in a friendly fashion
in other districts and in the schools. But generally the game was weak
everywhere and unorganised except at Rangiora and Kaiapoi, particularly
Kaiapoi which fielded some strong teams in the eighteen-nineties. As long
as the Rangiora club called itself North Canterbury and fielded teams of
players from throughout the northern districts in the Christchurch compe-
tition then there was little hope for any strong local club competition. Rec-
ognising this the Canterbury Rugby Union instituted a rule limiting
membership to a radius of twelve miles of Christchurch and set out to
encourage the formation of active country associations. As a result an ad-
ministrative body called the North Canterbury Football Association was
7Lyttelton Times 6 Apr 1883. For a description of this team of the eighteen-eighties see North
Canterbury News 26 Sep 1924. G. Rutherford travelled all the way from the Malvern district
to play for it.

8Canterbury Times 27 Mar 1890; 5 Mar 1891
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formed in 1897 and its first competition games commenced in May of
that year. Rangiora (North Canterbury) was a founder member with Ox-
ford, Kowai, Swannanoa and N' Tu Ahuriri but only a very reluctant one
for, as a founder member, also, of the Canterbury Rugby Union, it did
not wish to sever its traditional ties with that body.9

Throughout the period 1890-1914 the Rangiora club enjoyed very mixed
fortunes. It began rather weakly playing the third fifteens of established
clubs and losing as many games as it won. In order to improve perform-
ances in 1890-1 a supporter donated sets of indian clubs and dumb bells
while another gave a medal to be presented annually to the player atten-
ding the most practises. By 1894 the club had eighty members and two
fifteens, the first fifteen winning eight of their nine matches and the Junior
Flag while the second fifteen won eleven of its fourteen games, but after
the formation of the North Canterbury Association in 1897 the club went
into a decline again. Another rugby club named 'Star' put in a brief appear-
ance in 1897 and was a founder member of the Association and the annual
meeting of the club was adjourned while officials of the two clubs discussed
amalgamation. By now, however, there was little interest in the five team
local competition compared with Christchurch and the annual meeting of
1898 was also adjourned because so few turned up. By the turn of the
century the club was in recess again.

Another rugby revival took place in 1901 when T. R. Cresswell, the
new headmaster of the Rangiora High School, called a meeting to form
a club at the beginning of that season. Twenty supporters turned up and
they decided to enter a team in the Canterbury Rugby Union's President's
Cup competition which was open to country clubs. C. M. Henning was
elected secretary, Cresswell treasurer and J. A. Cunningham captain.1

Cresswell tried hard to persuade the Canterbury Rugby Union to rescind
its twelve-mile rule but failed and so the Rangiora club joined the North
Canterbury Rugby (sub) Union when it was formed on 18 March 1905.
The Reverend C. A. Fraer was president of the new body and R. S. Jordan
was secretary. The other founding clubs were Amberley, Southbrook, Cust,
Oxford and NTu Ahuriri but Rangiora retained its right to register its
colours and name with the Canterbury Union.2

The game was thriving again in 1908 so much so that the police were
asked to attend matches and keep spectators off the field of play. In 1910
the senior team had a win over NTu Ahuriri reduced to a draw after
the Sub-union, meeting later, over-ruled the referee and disallowed a try.
Two club members of this period played for New Zealand, Harry Wilson
against Australia in 1892 and Fred Newton, who toured Great Britain with

'Weekly Press 21 Apr, 19 May 1897
'Ibid 27 Mar 1901
Mbid 29 Mar 1905
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the 1905 All Blacks. As the First World War approached rugby under
the Sub-union became very depressed. At the beginning of the 1912 season
the NTu Ahuriri club was disqualified from playing because it would not
give an explanation the Sub-union demanded of it thus leaving a senior
competition consisting only of North Canterbury (Rangiora), Oxford and
Amberley. The Canterbury Rugby Union advised the Sub-union to super-
vise any junior grades it might have and encourage senior players to join
Christchurch clubs but it turned down an application by the Rangiora team
to play together in the Christchurch competition. For a season or so, apart
from friendly games, there was little rugby played at all, but in 1914 the
Canterbury Union relented and re-admitted the North Canterbury Club.
War then broke out and the game fell right away. D. W. L. Mehrtens
was club captain at this time.

After the war the club was resuscitated for the 1919 season. A large
number of playing members enrolled and the Canterbury Rugby Union
accepted its application and colours (Navy blue) but asked that it change
its name from North Canterbury to Rangiora. The club refused. The North
Canterbury Sub-union (old colours dark blue) did not re-form until 18
May 1920 when it made Sefton its headquarters for that year. Remember-
ing its unhappy pre-war experiences in the sub-union and in order to pro-
vide games for its younger players the Rangiora club did not join but
began a long spell in the Christchurch competition.3 It used the Recreation
Ground, as it had done before the war, but in 1921 it was practising at
night in Victoria Park with the aid of the band rotunda lights and, in
1923-4, on Fitzgibbon's paddock in Victoria Street, opposite Queen Street.
Dudley Park became available in 1928 and the club settled in there until
1959.

The long association with the Canterbury Rugby Union came to an end
in 1935. The previous year had not been a very good one for the club
and approaches were being more persistently made to it by the Sub-union,
some of whose members nurtured hopes of making Rangiora the centre
of a new and separate rugby union. There was also a feeling that the
city organisation did not really want the country club and that its better
players might advance further through sub-union rugby. These and related
arguments were put to members by their president, L. I. Hawkins, the
club approved the change and Hawkins, A. G. Hunnibell and C. W. Tyler
carried its formal application to the North Canterbury Sub-union in April
1935. The following month the senior team played its first game under
the new parent body beating Kowai 18-3 and in 1936 it won its first senior
championship.4

As a member of the North Canterbury Rugby Sub-union the North Can-

}Lyttelton Times, 9, 12, 30 Apr 1919, Press 20 May 1920
4North Canterbury Gazette 23 Mar, 18 Sept 1934; 16 Apr 1935
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terbury Rugby Football Club had to accept district boundaries and give
away its old privilege of drawing its players from across the Sub-union's
area. The confusion of names wasn't resolved until 1948, however, when
the club formally adopted the name Rangiora. The other problem inherited
from the past, the lack of a ground and facilities, seemed to have been
solved by the development of Dudley Park in the late nineteen-twenties
but the club failed to reach agreement with the Borough Council over
its future there and in 1960 moved to the showgrounds. At last it was
able to develop facilities worthy of its history, record and status in North
Canterbury rugby. A new grandstand was erected, its cost shared with the
Northern Agricultural and Pastoral Association, and in 1976 new club-
rooms were built on land leased from the Association.

HORSE RACING

Pony and hack races became a popular feature of the early rural sports
throughout North Canterbury and several settlements came to stage separ-
ate race meetings some years before Rangiora did so. In Rangiora horse
racing also had its origin at these annual sports the first, a hack race,
appearing on the programme for New Year's Day, 1869. This sports meet-
ing was held on Dr W. B. Tripe's land on the road to the Ashley but
the race itself was actually run on waste ground down near the river, before
the sports began, in consideration for the safety of the' spectators. Five
horses fought it out over two miles for a stake of two pounds ten shillings
and the winner was James Bassingthwaite's Hit or Miss ridden by a man
named Jephson. Several scratch races were got up after the 1871 sports
had finished and so more horse racing was included in the programme
for 1872.

After the 1872 sports William Bramley and Malcom Duncan got a com-
mittee of Southbrook and Flaxton men together to organise a race meeting
at Southbrook. A course was marked out on Joseph Keetley's land on
Todd's Road, about half a mile from the Drain Road, entries were accepted
at the Masonic Hotel and the meeting took place on 22 March 1872. It
was a picnic occasion on flat farm paddocks. A good crowd was entertained
by a strolling band and games of chance on a perfect summer's day but
there were only three advertised races and these at no particular time.
Challenge matches, sweeps and scurry races were arranged on the course
and for the record a flat race was won by Duncan's horse Mickey Free,
a trotting race by Mulley's Bones, a hurdle race by Collins's Prince, a
hack hurdle race by E. Murfitt's Rainbow and a consolation race by a
horse named Tukawai.5

The Southbrook committee was encouraged to plan another meeting for
1873 but by this time it had a competitor. At the winding up of the 1873

5Lyttelton Times, 21, 25 Mar 1872
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New Year's sports a committee of Rangiora men was set up to promote
horse racing separately from the other sports. Its search for a course ended
down at the reserve near Coldstream, a good site by the river with space
for a one-mile track over slightly undulating ground and below a long
terrace which would give spectators an admirable view point. William Buss
arranged it and, because he had also been an official at the Southbrook
race meeting, the Southbrook and Rangiora men were soon working togther
to promote racing on the new racecourse reserve. Unfortunately their first
meeting in 1874 was a fiasco, offering nothing but the same old wager
matches. Vallance's Caractacus beat John Wheeler's Flying Scud for ten
pounds while a second sweep arranged among the spectators attracted only
four runners. It was a poor day's racing, inferior to that offered at the
New Year sports, and it attracted considerable criticism. Unless money
was spent on the course and the committee adopted a more professional
approach little public support could be expected.6 ^

All this was deemed a pity because Rangiora had the opportunity to
promote racing in North Canterbury and to take the lead in improving
local bloodstock. At Oxford, Leithfield, Saltwater Creek and Kaiapoi,
where race meetings had been held for some years, interest had lately
flagged or courses had been lost and Rangiora, although starting later,
now had the field to itself. Leadership and organisation were needed and
William Buss, taking the initiative, brought the matter up at a meeting
held to consider the re-forming of the Northern Agriculture and Pastoral
Association. But the idea of forming a racing club was strongly opposed
by John Macfarlane who denounced racing as an evil and his stand forced
the promoters to move warily if they were not to jeopardise the shakey
existence of the Association, depending as this did on Macfarlane's in-
fluence and support.

The racing committee organised the 1875 meeting with greater care.
Eight races were advertised, the most important, for a purse of twelve
pounds, being won by Craddock's Muscatel. John Wheeler was clerk of
the scale, Captain Parsons clerk of the course, William Bramley starter
and Maurice Jones judge. All races attracted starters and it was considered
a good days racing, marred only by the poor sign-posting of the roads
leading to the course. A number of visitors got lost along the riverbed
looking for it.

The Lyttelton Times praised the new course's qualities - the picnic sur-
roundings, the fine view of the hills and the natural terrace grandstand
and on behalf of all racing enthusiasts, urged Rangiora to form a club.
A number of those who had been involved in those early race meetings
- William Buss, Frank Rickman, Malcom Duncan, William Bramley, John

6Ibid 11 Jan 1873; Weekly Press 11 Jan, 1 Feb 1873; 11 July 1874
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Lilly, John Wheeler, Albert Parsons and George Cone, took up the chal-
lenge and formed the North Canterbury Racing Club to organise a meeting
for Easter 1876. Captain Parsons was its first president and Robert Aherne
secretary.

The new club immediately began to improve the course. The straight
was fenced, saddling accommodation was provided and the roads leading
to it were clearly sign-posted. To celebrate its first official race meeting
in 1876 the club ran the first North Canterbury Cup, a two mile handicap
for a purse of thirty sovereigns. The winner was George Cone's Jimmy.

The 1877 crowd was estimated to be about four thousand, there were
tighter finishes and the fields exhibited better quality bloodstock. But just
as it seemed that the club and its course had become soundly established
road development ruined everything. The Coldstream Road and two other
roads were formed across the reserve making it useless as a permanent
course and the club began to look elsewhere. The Recreation Ground
trustees would not allow the domain to be used for racing, nor was the
Northern Agriculture and Pastoral Association interested in any co-
operative venture, and so the club continued as before, coping with the
new roads and making what improvements it could. A temporary grand-
stand was erected in 1878 and 1879 and in 1881 the annual race meeting
was held on New Year's Day instead of Easter Monday. Coach services
took patrons out from Rangiora and the roads around the course were
lined with carts and traps of all kinds. A 'totalisator' operated below the
terrace. The 1882 crowd was disappointingly small and the grandstand
had been dismantled. William Buss was the judge and John Lilly, cutting
a fine figure in white trousers and scarlet coat, and mounted on a white
horse, had command of the track. In 1883 New Year's Day was re-claimed
by the sports committee for its annual sports meeting and so the annual
race day became a spring meeting about the end of October. The following
year the North Canterbury Cup was reduced to one and a quarter miles
and questions were raised as to the true status of the club.

There were some who believed that the club was really still the North
Canterbury Racing Committee which had organised the original picnic
meetings and that there was a need for more formality. As a result of
this dispute the club was re-formed in 1884 as the North Canterbury Jockey
Club. Captain Albert Parsons remained president and John Hossack was
secretary. Parsons now set out in earnest to find land for a freehold course
and the 1885 spring meeting was the last to be held on the Coldstream
reserve.7

The new racecourse was situated to the northwest of Rangiora only a
little closer to the town. It was made up of the rifle range reserve, the
range being moved to the river, and a freehold block of ninety-eight acres

"• Lyttelton Times 6 Sept 1884
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bought from William Smith for six pounds an acre. The course was laid
out by J. B. Sheath the Mandeville and Rangiora Road Board's surveyor-
clerk and the first race meeting was held on it on a Thursday 21 October
1886. A large number of trees had been planted but vandals pulled them
all out. The temporary grandstand, shifted from the old course, proved
inadequate while the track was rough and not suited to fast racing. The
events were run off quite smoothly, however, and in fine weather, but
there was a downpour during one of the last races and the winning jockey
came in soaked and considerably over-weight. Malcom Duncan, a promi-
nent racing man of long standing, failed to acquaint himself with new
regulations and was fined for running an un-named horse. But over-all
the day was considered a success and the future of the club appeared to

be promising.8

The future did not, however, offer much more than a hand to mouth
existence and the club struggled on towards its first serious crisis which
occurred in 1892. Seven men had offered themselves as guarantors for
the seven hundred and fifty pounds required to get the new course financed
and in operation but the club was unable to raise the interest on this let
alone repay the loan. When the repayment call came in 1892 Parsons,
who was still president, attempted to turn the club into a company and
raise the money through shares but the members turned the idea down.
Believing this to be the only way it could escape embarrassment and survive
Parsons, ignoring the pleas of his many supporters, resigned from the club.9

Somehow, the Jockey Club, now described by a newspaper as 'this once
powerful club', managed to continue, providing very mediocre racing until
the first world war. There was an occasional good year, 1897 for instance,
when the May meeting attracted the biggest crowd yet in wonderful
weather but only to see racing that was quite unexciting. Whereas Parsons
had been the driving force behind the club's activities in its first twenty
years this role was now filled by Arthur Clarkson, the secretary over the
turn of the century, but all Clarkson's hard work could not lift the annual
race meetings out of the doldrums. Poor local support, the rather remote
location of the course, the mixed programmes which offered flat races,
steeple chasing and trotting all in the one afternoon, some bad weather,
and the holding of casual non-totalisator meetings outside the calendar,
all contributed towards a steady decline in the popularity of the Rangiora
races about 1910. The casual meetings saw some rough racing and the
presence of bookmakers on the course led, it was believed, to some sus-
picious riding.

Just before the First World War the Oxford Jockey Club, finding it could
not carry on, amalgamated with the North Canterbury Jockey Club and
"•Standard and North Canterbury Guardian 4 Jul 1885; Lyttelton Times 25, 29 Aug 1885; 21,
22 Oct 1886

"Canterbury Times 2 Mar. 15 Sept. 1892
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in 1916 rules were drawn up to have the combined club incorporated.
Racing, unlike other sports, kept going during the war, when H. D. Van
Asch was president, but the name North Canterbury and Oxford Jockey
Club was too long and unpopular and so in 1924 an attempt was made
to change it to Rangiora. The Oxford members would not accept this but
it was agreed that the club should be known as the North Canterbury
Racing Club.

Trotting races were frequently appended to the card at the old North
Canterbury Jockey Club's meetings but this sport, quite an old one, never
gained much public support other than that of a handful of enthuiasts
who owned trotters. As early as the eighteen-seventies challenges and
sweeps were held along the roads leading out of Rangiora particularly
along a four mile course between the Junction Hotel and Woodend. The
stretch of road to the Cam Flourmill was used for short one-mile sprints
while the road to Fernside and that between the Ashley and Sefton Hotels
served as alternative courses.

Such a race for a sweep of five pounds was held in July 1882 between
R. Pearson's Jack, J. Burt's Ladybird, and J. Moody's Little Lady over
the four mile road to Woodend. Pearson's horse won by two lenghts.
Moody, from Woodend, and E Murfitt were the pioneers of trotting at
Rangiora and the latter, particularly, cleaned out all-comers in the early
eighteen-eighties with a good-class trotter named Mischief. Quite a number
of men also raced their gig horses of little pedigree and these road races
also became most popular in the eighteen-eighties.

After a trotting club was denied a licence in 1925 another move was
not made until W. A. Aynsley convened a meeting at Rangiora on 24
August 1932. About sixty people were present and W. A. Kelcher was
acting chairman. The meeting formed the North Canterbury Trotting Club
and elected A. J. Tutton president. An immediate exploration of permits
and licences was begun and the club arranged to share the Racing Club's
course on the West Belt. No licence was granted, however, and so the
club failed to race.1

Interest in trotting revived after the Second World War, C. M. Archer
convened a public meeting on 28 August 1946 and those present formed
the Rangiora Trotting Club. Archer was elected president, P. J. Byrne sec-
retary and A. C. Fraser treasurer. The Racing Club had begun the modern-
isation of its facilities about 1924 and had built a new grandstand in 1929
and it granted the Trotting Club a lease of its course. A. C. Fraser presented
the new club's case to the Gaming Commission and a licence was granted
in 1948 on condition that it amalgamate with the Cheviot Trotting Club.
The combined clubs thus began the regular trotting meetings that have
been held on the Rangiora racecourse since.

1 North Canterbury Gazette 26 Aug 1932. See also North Canterbury News 16 Jan 1925.
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TENNIS

Competitive tennis began in Christchurch with the formation of a club
in 1881 but there is no evidence of the game being played in Rangiora
before the summer of 1883-4. On 22 December 1883, a Saturday, four
men named Torlesse, Ridings, Maxwell and Partridge played a team from
the Lancaster Park Club at Rangiora the visitors winning four sets to one
and being entertained at a dance in the evening. A return match was ar-
ranged to include, if possible, a team of ladies.

Early in the New Year 1884, a slightly changed team played Amberley
and then Kaiapoi, the players all coming from the staffs of the banks,
W. Waterston and R. J. Maxwell from the Bank of New Zealand and
C. E. Torlesse and G. E. Mannering from the Union Bank of Australia.
The bank clerks and tellers established the game in Rangiora and William
Waterston the Bank of New Zealand Agent (Manager) was president of
the club and the game's guiding figure until 1888. G. H. N. Helmore,
the solicitor, was secretary. The club was occasionally referred to in the
newspapers as the Rangiora Lawn Tennis Club and while an instruction
was given at its annual meeting in October 1888 to have the courts prepared
for the opening of the new season their location is not known.2

Another early landmark in the game was the laying of an asphalt tennis
court in the Borough School grounds early in 1888. It was the first asphalt
court in North Canterbury and the school committee invited the club to
open it. The club responded with a day's tennis against a team from
Kaiapoi, the players revelling in the fine surface. The Rangiora men's team
was Waterston and Glasgow and the ladies, Miss Fuller and Miss K.
Torlesse. The High School also laid an asphalt court in 1888 and Edward
Good had a grass court at his home. Tennis became a popular social pas-
time about the turn of the century and clubs were eventually formed by
the younger people of the Presbyterian, Methodist, Anglican and Catholic
churches. The Trinity Methodists and the Celtic Club had their own courts
while the other church clubs hired the school courts. The main tennis club
in the town joined with the bowlers, croquet ladies and billiard players
to form a combined sports club which opened its greens and facilities in
Blackett Street in 1905. The tennis section became the United Tennis Club
and its asphalt couts occupied the corner of Blackett and Good Streets
until after the Second World War.

During the nineteen-twenties the tennis players became increasingly
dissatisfied with their treatment in the combined club. The other sections
were apparently insensitive to the needs of tennis and allowed the court
surfaces and fences to fall into disrepair. More people were wanting to
play but the parent club was officered in the main by older members who

2Lyttelton Times 5 Apr 1881; 24 Dec 1883; 14 Jan, 24 Mar 1884; 22 Nov 1887; 30 Apr,

13 Oct 1888.
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held traditional views about observing the sabbath and who still upheld
the spirit of a special motion passed by the Borough Council in November
1901 prohibiting any form of entertainment in the town on Sundays. By
1928 relationships within the club had deteriorated and in their frustration
a number of players moved to form an independent tennis club.

The initiative was taken by L. P. Devlin a bowler turned tennis player
who personally scoured the town for a suitable site upon which courts
might be built and finding it in King Street north, the property of W.
M. Horrell. Devlin obtained an option on two and a half acres for 420
pounds and then persuaded a number of prominent players, among them
E. D. R. Smith, Arthur Palairet, Jack Deal, Walter Prosser, Dr Laurie King
and Tom Blain, to support him. About forty people attended the inaugural
meeting in the Northern Agricultural and Pastoral Association's hall at
which the new club, the Rangiora Lawn Tennis Club was formed. E. D.
R. Smith, a son of G. F. Smith a former storekeeper, and a solicitor in
the firm founded by G. H. N. Helmore, was its first president, A. H. Palairet
manager of the Union Bank its secretary and J. R. Deal clerk of the Magis-
trates Court was club captain. The ladies section elected Miss Glasgow
captain and Mrs T. Shankland secretary. The preliminary meeting decided
to take up the King Street option and three thousand pounds was borrowed
from the Union Bank of Australia over a members' guarantee to complete
the payment for the land and to erect courts, fences and a pavilion. Work-
ing bees and contractors began the construction of five asphalt courts early
in 1929 while in the meantime membership rose steadily to about one
hundred and twenty.

The opening of the Lawn Tennis Club's new courts took place on Satur-
day 2 November 1929. E. D. R. Smith declared the facilities and the first
season open while Miss Glasgow, Mrs Shankland, Jack Deal and Arthur
Palairet played the opening set. Privet shelter hedges and shrubs had been
planted and a small corrugated iron shed served as a pavilion.3

In its younger days the tennis club played in both North Canterbury
Tennis Sub-Association competitions and in Christchurch and it increased
its grades to include juniors (1934) intermediate (1937) and, since 1960,
under age boys and girls. While the United Club became defunct the Lawn
Tennis Club became a major force in North Canterbury Tennis winning
the senior grade twenty-one times in forty-five years of competition since
the 1930-1 season. But the club has had to overcome serious crises and
has disposed of much of its spare land to raise money for improvements.
Deteriorating surfaces required reconstruction after 1945 and in the early
nineteen-fifties it was in danger of collapse for want of interest. Enthusiasm
recovered, however, and more reconstruction was begun in 1971. A new
two-storied pavilion was opened on 18 March 1961. Many fine players

3Ibid 4 Nov 1929.
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have graced the courts over the years. The ladies' section was dominated
by Mrs Betty Fraser in the nineteen-thirties and 'forties and Mrs H. G.
Escott in the nineteen-fifties while the men's championship was strong in
the nineteen-thirties with players like G. R. Robinson, G. A. F. Watson,
John Appleby, L. G. Watkins and George Carpenter. Since 1970 the club
has increased in strength and has put thirteen teams on the courts in the
various grades of the district competition.4

THE GOLF CLUB

After the North Canterbury Jockey Club moved to its present course in
1886 the racecourse reserve near Coldstream was fenced and leased for
grazing. It was in this rough condition when golfers began using it at some
indeterminate stage during the first decade of the century, a period in
the history of the game about which there is little information. Among
the few players who first shared the reserve with the sheep were William
Smith, a High Street grocer, and the Macfarlane family of Coldstream,
Malcolm, son of John Macfarlane, his sons Ewan and John and their cousin
Hugh. The earliest known record of the Golf Club is of an annual meeting
which was held on 28 March 1910. At this annual meeting, very likely
the club's first, Malcolm Macfarlane was elected president, W. P. Chapman
vice-president, H. J. Gulliver captain and W. D. Johnston secretary, while
Gulliver, Chapman and H. C. D. Van Asch agreed to act as a grounds
committee. Chapman was also treasurer and the club's funds showed a
credit balance of nine pounds. On 29 April 1911 the club played possibly
its first game against Kaiapoi, at Kaiapoi, and the team — Macfarlane,
Warner, Gulliver, Garde, Johnston, Cresswell and Skevington — won by
five matches to two. In poor health McFarlane was subdividing Coldstream
into dairy leases and he died in 1911 after only one year in office.

The nine-hole course showed obvious evidence of its riverbed origin and
until 1928 was sub-leased from the Domain Board's tenant. It was wide
open and tree-less. The board would not allow its property to be altered
and so instead of digging bunkers the members erected manuka fences
to act as hazards. The greens had to be fenced to keep the sheep off and
the first club-house was a shed on the Coldstream Road where members
made their afternoon tea on a kerosine primus.

Year by year a few trees were planted and small improvements made.
The club was incorporated in 1913 and managed to keep going during
the First World War through the enthusiasm of a small band of ladies,
among them, Miss Florence Jennings, Miss Ann Lynskey, Miss Keir and
Miss Fear. Membership began to improve after the war and shelter belts
were planted first as a school pupils' arbor day project and later by the

"The history of the Rangiora Lawn Tennis Club since 1929 may be found in detail in its
'50th Jubilee Book' by Elizabeth Brocherie.
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Domain Board. But the course remained a wjnter one for the summer
sun burnt the sand, silt and shingle-based fairways almost bare. Two of
the holes played across the road which had ruined the reserve as a
racecourse.

A turning point in the life of the club came in 1928 when it obtained
a lease of the reserve directly from the Domain Board and improved its
relations with that body. More improvements were now possible. The fol-
lowing year the club-house which had been enlarged from time to time
was destroyed by fire and a new one was built on a small piece of freehold
on the terrace purchased for the purpose.

A major reconstruction of the course took place between 1933 and 1935
to a plan by W. H. Horton and under the direction of P. G. Ellis and
J. D. Galloway. This included a watering system for the newly established
greens. Three original holes, Old Nick, Sou-west and The Terrace were
retained.

The layout completed in 1935 was used until 1966, the club struggling
through the Second World War and kept going by its older members. In
March 1953 many fairways and greens were badly flooded and damaged
by the Ashley but working bees restored them and plans were put in hand
for their extension into a full championship course. The land necessary
for this was obtained from the Rangiora County Council, which made
available an adjacent twenty-acre reserve, and this was incorporated into
the existing course hole by hole until the full eighteen were ready for use
in December 1966. A modern spacious club-house was built on the terrace
in 1969 and a semi-automatic irrigation system was installed in 1971, these
improvements bringing to an end the developments required to bring the
course closer to championship standard.

The Rangiora Golf Club's splendid country course was created through
the personal dedication and voluntary work of a large number of people
over a long period of time. The Macfarlane family of Coldstream, who
were among the club's founders, are remembered by the Macfarlane Tro-
phy, donated by John and Ewan Macfarlane. Ewan Macfarlane won the
New Zealand amateur golf championship in 1925. Howard Kippenberger
was president when the second club-house was built in 1929, E. Ryde and
A. Buckingham led the club through the difficult Second World War years
and J. D. Galloway, president in 1953, organised the great clean-up after
the flood of that year. Two presidents of the club, A. C. Fraser and R.
A. Milne, have also been president of the Canterbury Golf Association
while a prominent ladies' administrator, Mrs A. C. Fraser, has been presi-
dent of the Canterbury District Ladies Association.

Out on the fairways two outstanding players, J. D. Galloway and Mrs
R. G. Edward, dominated the tees for a number of years. Mrs Edward
began playing in the nineteen-twenties and was the club's ladies' champion
for twenty seven years. John Galloway came out from Scotland in 1922

444

and in 1929 joined the staff of the Rangiora High School. A small, stocky
and very precise player Galloway won the men's senior championship nine-
teen times and was runner up on five occasions. He held a plus one handi-
cap throughout the nineteen-thirties when he won three Canterbury
Amateur Championships and he holed in one on the course seven times.5

THE RANGIORA BOWLING CLUB

About the turn of the century a small bowling club was using the lawn
in front of the old wooden two-storied vicarage of St John Baptist. The
Reverend F. P. Fendall was a keen and active sportsman and the bowlers
had trimmed up a three-rink green there. By 1904, however, the pressures
of membership and the limitations of the rinks and their situation had
forced the club to look to its future and it approached the Borough Council
for the use of part of Victoria Park. The council declined to allow the
park, only just purchased, to be used for bowls or any other sport and
so the bowlers had no alternative but to purchase their own land for devel-
opment if the club was to remain in existence. It was also decided to
broaden its base and include croquet, which had also been played on the
vicarage lawn, and tennis which seems to have made little progress during
the eighteen-nineties and was still only a social, semi-competitive pastime.

In April 1905 a provisional committee bought one and a quarter acres
on the corner of Blackett Street and Good Street, part of a block which
had been subdivided into sections and bisected by a paper road by James
Gulliver in 1876, at the time of the post-railway subdivision boom. An
old cart track crossed it to the borough shingle pit which bordered the
northern boundary of the purchase. One section contained a cottage which
was to serve as a club-house until 1911 and to which a room was added
to house a billiard table.

The first general meeting of the new Bowling and Croquet and Tennis
Club was held at the Road Board office on 22 May 1905. Thirty-eight
people attended and John Sansom was elected president, A. S. Clarkson
secretary, and J. Borthwick treasurer. Four sub-committees were elected
to administer the separate sports, bowling, tennis, croquet and billiards
while Sansom, James Carmichael and Edward Relph, three prominent
businessmen-mayors who had already been acting for the club, were elected
to continue as a very able committee. Members were required to take out
debentures and a bank overdraft of two hundred pounds was arranged.6

Between May and December 1905 a considerable amount of work was
done to bring the property into playing condition. Greens were laid, tennis

5The early years of the Golf Club have been difficult to piece together. This short section
was written only through clippings and research made available by A. C. Fraser, Rangiora.
For early meeting see Weekly Press 6 Apr 1910; 3 May 1911

6Minute Book Rangiora Bowling Croquet and Tennis Club 22 May 1905; Lyttelton Times
27 May 1905
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courts constructed and a windmill-driven water supply was installed while
laurel and macrocarpa boundary fences, silver birch trees, shrubs and gar-
den plots were planned or planted out ready for the opening day on 16
December 1905. About a thousand pounds were spent, the club had grown
to about 160 members, and by the opening day there was a full-size eight-
rink bowling green, five croquet lawns and two asphalt and one grass tennis
courts. About three hundred members and guests attended the opening
ceremony which was performed by Mrs Sansom, who cut a ribbon across
the pavilion doorway, opened the door with a silver key and then raised
the flag which had been made by the ladies' committee. This completed,
the rinks, lawns and courts filled with players for the first time, in perfect
weather and to the music of the Brass Band.

During the summers that followed the bowlers played matches and en-
tered competitions far beyond their own home rinks, the croquet ladies
performed strongly and won the Canterbury Croquet Assocation's Banner
in 1910 while the tennis section put down another asphalt court and won
the right to make their own rules and conduct their own affairs. By 1910
the combined club had about two hundred members and for the first time
its bank account was in credit. Plans were now drawn up to replace the
old cottage with new clubrooms.

The Bowling, Tennis and Croquet Club's new pavilion was a graceful
structure, an harmonious essay in wood with spacious balconies on two
levels supported by light pillars and facing out on three sides over the
greens. The open and glassed balconies and the steeply-gabled roof with
its flag-pole gave it a high tent-like appearance and the character of a
true pavilion (from the Latin 'papilio' a butterfly) and it was, perhaps,
the most interesting building, architecturally, to have been erected in
Rangiora between 1880 and 1930, when the second and third phases of
major building construction took place.The pavilion still stands as a monu-
ment not to the early settlers but to their sons, the second generation,
and a new group of business and professional men who had come to the
town about the turn of the century to enjoy the first really prosperous
period since the beginning of the settlement. It was designed by William
Wadey, built by Arthur Vincent and John Golding at a cost of 945 pounds,
and was opened on 28 October 1911.

This occasion drew a very big crowd of visitors and there were speeches
by John Sansom, the president (1905-14), and by the Mayor, Edward
Good, who congratulated the club, to loud applause, for keeping gambling.
and liquor out of its premises, and a presentation to A. S. Clarkson the
secretary who was mainly responsible, with Sansom, for the successful pro-
gress of the club since 1905. A seedsman, commission agent, and auctioneer
who had become manager of the Farmers Co-op, Arthur Clarkson had
been an able administrator of a number of sports clubs and was leaving
the district. The ceremonies completed, the members and visitors retired
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to the greens where their play was washed out by a sudden southerly
squall.7

Sanson was succeeded as president by T. R. Cresswell, headmaster of
the Rangiora High School and a good bowler, while Clarkson's successor
was C. I. Jennings who was secretary from 1908 to 1925. In its early days
the club was in very capable hands - Thomas Ambrose, headmaster of
the Borough School, George Gibbs-Jordan the musician and a good bowler
for many years, D. W. McGill the dentist, H. C. Wilson, the Gulliver
brothers George and Harry, Harry Van Asch, Samuel Webber, P. H.
Watkins, Dr Will and James Marshall - these were but a few of the foun-
ders and good bowlers in the club's first decade.

The Bowling Club pavilion has stood as a social and sporting haven
in Blackett Street for over seventy years. In its day it has seen billiards
and snooker tournaments, card parties, euchre evenings, table tennis and
monthly socials. The tennis section became defunct in the later nineteen-
forties and its courts were replaced by another bowling green while indoor
bowling facilities replaced billiards. An additional social and indoor bowl-
ing room was built in 1973-74.

'Ibid 30 Oct 1911
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