
One of the predictions that those who opposed giving women the vote 
proclaimed was that as  soon as  women were enfranchised they would 
abandon their virtuous lives. The fear behind this dire warning appeared 
to be that women would discover that they were capable of more than 
running a household. It seems that all over the Waimakariri District 
women have discovered that they can run a successful business 
without damaging their virtue! 

CHAPTER ELEVEN - 

WOMEN'S ORGANISATIONS. 

There has always been a need for women to meet with each other. It 
is possibly romantic to imagine that groups of Kai Tahu women got 
together to work on common projects, to laugh, to gossip, and to 
generally enjoy each others' company. If they did, then there is both a 
continuity and a symmetry to the history ofwomen's organisations in the 
Waimakariri District. 

In the colonial period the earliest organisations for women were 
connected with the churches. The original purpose of many of these often 
small church-based groups was known only to the members. It is likely 
that they met first for fellowship and then following on from that for some 
charitable project. The women's prayer groups and the sewing bees were 
an indispensible part of the early church in the Waimakariri District. Out 
of these groups came the Ladies' Guild and Mothers' Union of the 
Anglican Church, the Catholic Women's League, the Presbyterian Ladies 
Guild and the Methodist Women's Guild of their respective churches. In 
the life of the churches however the women's groups were largely 
peripheral. Women either individually or in their groups had no say in 
the running of their churches. However, there was a denomination that 
was an  exception to this general rule - the Salvation Army. 

From the beginning of its work in the Waimakariri District the Army 
involved its women at the highest level of administration. Just after the 
founding of the Army in Kaiapoi, the Captain was the indomitable Lizzie 
Herdman. The Corps regularly held women's services which women were 
responsible for planning and leading. The Army showed that women 
could lead as  well as  take part in organisations. In 1974 Miss E.L.Hame1 
of Kaiapoi was awarded the B.E.M. for forty years service with the 
Salvation Army. 

The second organisation for which women were totally responsible 
was the Women's Christian Temperance Union. It grew out of the general 
temperance movement. Under the inspiration of Kate Sheppard the 
W.C.T.U., especially in Kaiapoi, was a vital organisation. Although its 
main motivation was the outlawing of liquor sales, the Union looked at  



the wider condition of women, advocating such modern concepts as 
equal pay and quality child care for women workers. Annie Blackwell, her 
sister-in-law. Fanny Evans, and Bessie Soulby led the movement in 
Kaiapoi. 

It was quite some time after the heady days of the W.C.T.U. that other 
organisations began to be run by women for women. In the Waimakariri 
District the two most notable are the rural- based Country Women's 
Institute and the Women's Division of the Federated Farmers. 

The Country Women's Institute (C.W.I.) had its beginnings in the 
small rural area of Stoney Creek in Ontario, Canada following the death 
of Mrs Adelaide Hoodles' baby son. Mrs Hoodles considered that if she 
had been able to have the advice and company of other women at the time 
then she might have been able to prevent her son's death. Out of 
Adelaide's need was born a world-wide organisation that was established 
in New Zealand in 1921. Miss Jerome Spencer, while in Britain, had 
attended a C.W.I. meeting. On her return to Napier she enthusiastically 
founded a branch in her district, the first in New Zealand. With the help 
of a friend. Francis Hutchinson. the Rissington branch was formed in 
February, 1921. By 1925 there were enough branches throughout 
Hawkes Bay to form themselves into a Federation with Miss Spencer as 
president. From 1926 the Hawkes Bay Federation began extending its 
work into other North Island centres. Jerome had asked the government 
for funds to help with the establishment of branches and federations in 
all districts but had been turned down. Jerome's solution was to raise 
enough money within the existing branches to bring a trained voluntary 
organiser (V.O.) out from England to help with the establishment of 
further branches and federations. The V.O. chosen for Canterbury was 
Agnes Stops. Agnes arrived in Canterbury in February, 1930 and by July 
there were enough branches in South and Mid Canterbury, Banks 
Peninsula and the West Coast to make the forming of a federation viable. 

In North Canterbury the first branch of C.W.I. was formed at Loburn 
in August 1930 with the help ofAgnes Stops. The idea had come from Mrs 
Wilkinson who had attended a C.W.I. meeting in Geraldine and wanted 
to have a branch in her home district. The first president of the Lobum 
branch was Mrs J.W. Macleod. From the beginning Mrs Macleod was an 
enthusiastic member of C.W.I., she formed the Ashley Federation and 
helped found the Kaiapoi branch. In 1935 Mrs Macleod was appointed 
a V.O. In that year she was amazed by the shortage of domestic help in 
the area so she instigated the first Institute Housekeeping scheme in New 
Zealand. The scheme aimed to have trained housekeepers available for 
work in country areas. In 1939 she was elected the first president of the 
North Canterbury Federation of C.W.I.. In that year also she became a 
Dominion Council Representative. 

A year later, on 6 August 193 1, the Ohoka branch was formed with 
Mrs F. Heron as  the first president. This branch has been particularly 
concerned with the welfare of mothers and babies. Each year at its 
August meeting the Ohoka branch made a practice of entertaining the 
mothers with babies who had been born in the proceeding year. 

The next C.W.I. branch to be formed in the Waimakariri district was 
the Sefton-Kowai branch. Its foundation meeting was on 3 November, 
1932. Although there had been a preliminary meeting held on 12 October 
the branch had to wait until November for approval of the members 
activities from the V.O. This branch had members from Ashley, Balcaim 
and Sefton. Its first president was Mrs A. Dalzell. Probably the branch's 
most prominent member in the early days of its existence was Francis 
Topp. She became the president of the Sefton-Kowai branch in 1939 and 
from 1943-47 she was a member of the North Canterbury Federation 
Executive becoming its president from 1947-5 1. 

The Kaiapoi C.W.I. was formed in October, 1933 with its first 
president being Mrs L.Fuldseth. Mrs Fuldseth was the matron of the 
Kaiapoi hospital at  that time. In May of the following year the Ashley 
branch was formed with Miss Croft a s  the first president. Much of the 
progress of the Ashley branch in the early years was due to the energy 
of Miss Croft. 

The Tuahiwi Maori Institute was formed in June. 1937 by Mrs 
Macleod and the first two presidents were members of the Kaiapoi C.W.I.. 
Mrs E.Corcoran and Mrs J.Rennie. The membership fell away during 
World War Two and never recovered. The Tuahiwi Institute closed down 
in 1951. 

The next branch was formed in Rangiora in February, 1946 with its 
first president Mrs R-Greenwood. Unlike Tuahiwi the membership 
growth in Rangiora was rapid. 

The last two branches in the Waimakariri District to be formed were 
Pines Beach in June 1949. with Mrs H.Giles as the first president, and 
Waikuku Beach in September. 1951 with Mrs K.Webb as  the first 
president 

One of the most respected members of the C.W.I. in the Waimakariri 
district was Eva Rennie. Eva came to New Zealand after the end of World 
War One as  a war bride. The Rennie family lived in Christchurch for a 
number of years before moving to The Pines in 1935. Eva joined the 
Kaiapoi  branch soon after her arrival and so began a long association 
with C.W.I. She served as  secretary of the branch from 1939-43, 
becoming president the year after, until 1947. Eva's second term as  
president was from 1956-59. During the time she was secretary for the 
Kaiapoi branch she was concurrently serving a term as  president for the 
Tuahiwi Institute. She was also instrumental in forming the Pines Beach 
branch and served as  its secretary in 195 1. At Federation level Eva was 
first elected to the North Canterbury Executive Committee in 1941 and 
was president from 1943-47. In addition she was the treasurer. 1958-62. 
She was a C.W.I. delegate to N.C.W.of N.Z. The C.W.I. awarded her its 
Gold Honour's badge in 1952 

Eva Rennie found in the Institute an oulet for her considerable craft 
ability especially in tapestry work. There are examples of her work in 
inany places. She worked the Christchurch coat-of-arms into tapestry 
for a chair for Government House presented by the Institute to the 
Governor-General, Lord Freyberg. She presented a beautiful tapestry 



picture of St Francis ofAssisiwith birds and animals to St Bartholomew's, 
Kaiapoi. The Kaiapoi, Pines Beach and most of the Dominion Federation 
tapestry banners were worked by Eva. Her expertise in crafts made her 
an ideal selection as  a judge of handcrafts for other organisations such 
as  the A. and P. shows, Women's Division of the Federated Farmers and 
the Townswomen's Guild. 

Eva Rennie's interests were wider than her involvement in the C.W.I.. 
She was active in the Anglican church, playing the organ at St 
Bartholomew's for many years. She presented an  altar rail to the church 
in memory of her husband. She was a foundation member of the Red 
Cross subcentre in Kaiapoi in 1939. She loved Indoor Bowls and founded 
the Pines Beach Indoor Bowls Club in 195 1. She served three terms as  
chairperson as  well as  a period as  secretary. The club honoured her with 
Life-membership in 1972. Eva also belonged to the Women's Division of 
the R.S.A. This association went back to the World War Two era when 
Eva was a member of the Kaiapoi Women's War Service Auxiliary. Eva's 
husband was stationed with the National Reserve at Sumner during the 
war and he used to come out to Kaiapoi to drill the Auxiliary around the 
streets. The Auxiliary knitted boot-stockings from hand-spun wool for 
sailors and camouflage nets on large needles from twine. It also took a 
portable sewing machine to the Army camp at Stewarts Gully to mend 
the soldiers' overalls and socks. The Auxiliary held dances in the Kaiapoi 
Orange Hall for servicemen. The potatoes for the meal provided were 
cooked in big iron pots at  the Borough School. 

Eva Rennie was a person of great energy. That she was able to 
motivate others was shown by the number of projects of which she was 
a foundation member. She had a great love of accuracy and detail which 
was demonstrated in her tapestries and also in the detailed histories she 
compiled of the Kaiapoi and Pines Beach C.W.I. Above all she was 
generous with her knowledge. Eva was awarded the Q.S.M. in 1980 

The Women's Division of Federated Farmers, (W.D. F.F.) , was entirely 
a New Zealand organisation although by virtue of its membership of the 
Associated Country Women of the World (A.C.W.W.) it has international 
links. Unlike C.W.I. with its aim of fellowship, the motivating force 
behind W.D.F.F.was more complex. 

The foundation of the Women's Division had its genesis in an 
afternoon tea meeting in the D. I.C. tearooms in Wellington and the 1925 
annual conference of the Farmers' Union. One of the items high on the 
agenda of the Farmer's Union conference was the need for cheap 
mortgage money. It was thought that if farmers were able to secure 
cheaper mortgages then they would have more money for the develop- 
ment of their properties. Most of the delegates were accompanied by their 
wives and at  some point during the conference they were addressed by 
J.K.McAlpine, M.P. He suggested to the women that if they banded 
together and gave their support to the Farmers' Union in this matter then 
the government would be bound to listen to them. At the afternoon tea 
on 27 July, 1925 the women discussed the problems they faced as  
country women. One of the difficulties focused upon was 
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the shortage of money. However wider issues in health, education and 
the general welfare of country women and children also concerned them. 
During the months after the conference the women who had been 
in Wellington began talking in their home districts about the formation 
of a women's division of the Farmers' Union. During that time, "Martha", 
a columnist who wrote on topics for women in the Farmers' Union 
paper took up the theme of a women's division to join with the Union 
to press the government for the formation of a farmers' bank. It is a 
matter of debate whether "Martha" was in fact Florence Poison, the wife 
of the Fanners' Union president, W.J.Polson, M.P. It is also a matter 
of debate whether the women were used by the Farmers' Union or 
whether they in fact used the men in order to obtain recognition for 
their organisation. 

Whatever the facts of the situation the Women's Division of the 
Farmers' Union had its first meeting in 1926 when it approved its 
constitution and adopted its aims. The first aim was concerned with 
forming a co-operative partnership with farmers to press for cheaper 
mortgage money. All the other aims were related to the improvement in 
the welfare of country women and their children. The Women's Division 
aimed for better medical and dental care for themselves and their 
children. It sought trained domestic help for country women, and aimed 
for the establishment of home science schools at the Agricultural 
Colleges. It seemed from the correspondence in the Farmers' Union 
paper that some men at least did not think that the foundation of the 
Women's Division was anything else but a flash in the pan. 

These men could not have been more wrong. Not only did country 
women take the formation of the Division seriously but in time it was seen 
by the community at  large as  an influential women's organisation. The 
first North Canterbury Provincial was formed in 193 1. It encompassed 
the area south of the Hurunui River to Christchurch. By the early 1950's 
it was realised that this was too big and in May, 1953 the North 
Canterbury Provincial shrunk to the area between the Ashley and 
Waimakariri Rivers, from Oxford to the sea. 

Since the beginning 0fW.D.F.F. in the Waimakariri District there have 
been many women who have derived pleasure from belonging to an 
organisation that provided the fellowship and craft activities of the C.W.I. 
but had the extra dimension of actively seeking better conditions for 
country women and children. One of these women is Jean Ann Smith 
whose association with the North Canterbury Provincial has spanned 
fifty-five years. Jean was born in February 192 1 at  Kaiapoi. She had her 
schooling at the Clarkville Primary School and at Christchurch Girls' 
High School where she was a boarder at the school's hostel, "Acland". 
Jean's family was a musical one and so it seemed natural that Jean 
would gain her A.T.C.L. and go on to teach the piano In the Clarkvffle 
district. The Clarkville-East Eyreton branch of the W.D.F.F. was formed 
in 1935 and Jean joined as  a junior member. She later held the offices 
of secretary/treasurer and president. The branch conferred Life 
membership on her in 1956. 



Jean was involved in the forming of the second North Canterbury 
Provincial in 1953. She became its president from 1956-60 and then its 
secretary from 1960-62. The Provincial awarded Jean Life Membership 
in 1967. At the national level, in 1960, Jean was the first North 
Canterbury representative to be elected to the Dominion Council. She 
was elected to the position of vice-president in 1963 and then was elected 
Dominion President in 1969, a post she held until 1972. In 1973 the 
Dominion Council granted her Life-membership. 

Through her membership of the North Canterbury Provincial, Jean 
was on the board of "Strathedna" a W.D.F.F. training school for junior 
housekeepers. The establishment of 'Strathedna" was a fulfilment of one 
of the original aims of the organisation. Jean's interest in cooking 
resulted in her compilation of the very popular W.D.F.F. Cookery Book 
and the Jubilee Cookbook. 

During Jean's Dominion presidency she led the New Zealand delega- 
tion of W.D.F.F. to the thirteenth triennial conference of the Associated 
Country Women of the World in Oslo in 1971. Her international 
experience was broadened in 1983 when she was elected South Pacific 
Area president of A. C .W.W. She held that position for three years. Much 
of the work of the A.C.W.W. is done in the developing countries of the 
world and so there is always a need for the accumulation of funds. Jean 
continues to contribute to the funds by collecting used stamps and 
cards. 

Although very involved with the activities of the W.D.F.F., Jean was 
also involved with other community work. She played the organ at  St  
Augustine's church in Clarkville for thirty-five years and she was on the 
vestry for the Kaiapoi Anglican parish for a number of years. Jean found 
time to be the secretary/treasurer of the Clarkville Hall Association. As 
well as being on the Kaiapoi branch of the Nurse Maude Association, 
Jean served four terms on the North Canterbury Hospital Board. She is 
president of "Acland" Old Girls Association, and has given service to the 
Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind. 

Jean has enjoyed membership of the Canterbury branch of the Royal 
Commonwealth Society and has been its treasurer. Currently she is the 
treasurer of the women's group of the Royal Commonwealth Society. In 
between times Jean had found the energy and time to write the Clarkville 
School centennial history. Her love and knowledge of handcrafts and 
cookery has resulted in her not only exhibiting at various A. and P. shows 
over the years but also in becoming a judge. 
Jean Smith was awarded the B.E.M. in 1973 for her work in both the 
community and for W.D.F.F. 

Another early member of the W. D. F. F. in the Waimakariri District was 
Rangi Gibson. Rangi's parents were the Reverend and Mrs Fraer. Her 
father had been the vicar at Tuahiwi and was the founder of Te 
Waipounamu College. Rangi was educated at  St Margaret's College in 
Christchurch. She later became the president of the St Margaret's Old 
Girls Association from 1946-48. Rangi was married to E.M.Gibson in 
1924 and went to live in Lees Valley. That area, because of its geography, 

is still very remote but in 1924 it must have been like living in colonial 
times. In fact Rangi had called herself a pioneer bride. The Gibson's 
furniture and belongings had to be taken in by horseback, fording three 
rivers to reach their home. Farming in the Valley then, as now, was a 
difficult battle with the elements. When, after a time, the Gibson family 
moved to a farm at  Lobum Rangi must have felt she was back in 
civilisation. A naturally outgoing person she soon became involved in the 
affairs of her community. She was a dedicated member of the Anglican 
Church and was appointed to the vestry, one of the first women to serve 
the church in this way. Soon after the Gibson's shift to Lobum Rangi 
joined the Rangiora branch of the W.D.F.F. In 1947 she was elected 
president of the branch. As part of the W.D.F.F.'s belief that medical 
services to country people should be improved, Rangi Gibson began 
lobbying the politicians for a District nurse for the area. While Rangi 
was attending a W.D.F.F. conference in Wellington she approached 
Mabel Howard for government help to establish a district nurse in the 
Rangiora area, and although Miss Howard was sympathetic nothing was 
done until her successor, Hugh Watt, authorised the establishment 
of the position in 1950. During this period however Rangi Gibson did not 
allow the government to forget the need for a nurse, as  she made several 
visits to Wellington to plead the cause. The establishment of the Nurse 
Maude District Nursing Service in the district is an continuing memorial 
to Rangi Gibson's perseverance. In 1956 the Rangiora branch of 
the W.D.F.F. conferred Life Membership on Rangi Gibson. On her death 
in 1960 many people felt that they had lost a lifetime friend. Her kindly 
and hospitable nature had endeared her to a wide circle of friends. In 
addition to the continuing memorial of the district nurse service there 
is also a scarlet oak in Dudley Park which Rangi Gibson donated to 
the town. 

The third woman whose name is synonymous with W.D.F.F. is Betty 
Tyson. Betty's association with the organisation began not long after she 
and her husband moved to the Clarkville area. Mr Tyson had 
been managing a soldiers' rehabilitation block shortly after his return 
from World War Two and in 1947 he gained his own dairy farm in 
Clarkville. Betty had been brought up in the Ellesmere district 
and although country life was not unfamiliar to her, like any young 
mother new to a rural district she was glad of an opportunity to met 
other women. It was Jean Smith who took Betty under her wing 
and introduced her to the Clarkville-East Eyreton branch of the W.D.F.F. 
So only weeks after arriving in the district Betty was a member. She said 
that she was glad of the chance to be able to get away from the routine 
of the farm and not have to worry about her young children who 
were welcome at the meetings. Betty was also able to learn new hobbies 
through the W.D.F.F. classes in such activities as floral art. However 
as  she became more involved with the organisation it was its role in the 
enhancement of the quality of rural life that appealed to her. The fact 
that the W.D.F.F. has a special committee in Wellington which scruti- 
nises upcoming legislation and prepares submissions on any legislation 



that might affect rural people is a source of pride to her, as  is the passing 
of the Farm Vehicle Safety Act which was in large part the work of the 
W.D.F.F. 

Betty's involvement in the organisation has been at  Branch, Provin- 
cial and Dominion levels. She has served several terms as  Provincial 
president and she is currently the Provincial treasurer. Currently she is 
also the North Canterbury Provincial representative at Dominion level. 
She has represented the Provincial at  the Federated Farmers and has 
been on that organisation's Rural Services committee for four years. In 
addition she has represented the Provincial on the North Canterbury 
Cadet scheme for beginning fanners. Betty was a foundation member of 
the North Canterbury Rural Support Scheme and she is a trustee of the 
Scotlands-Tekiteroa Charitable Trust. This was set up after the sale of 
two of the W.D.F.F.'s rest homes and it allocates money to various 
charities in the community. One of the original aims of the W.D.F.F. was 
to run rest homes to provide a service for country women that did not 
exist in the 1920's, but over the years the W.D.F.F's rest homes were 
competing with much more modem facilities and so were considered no 
longer necessary to the organisation. 

Betty's hope for the future of the W.D.F.F. is that more young women 
will join and although that seems to be the trend in other parts of the 
country it is not yet so in the Waimakariri District. There are many 
current issues that concern the W.D.F.F. with and Betty believes that 
it is an  organisation which is changing in response to the needs of today's 
country women. The North Canterbury Provincial awarded Betty Life 
Membership and in July 1992 she was made a Dominion Member of 
Honour. Betty's forty-five years of membership of the W.D.F.F. have been 
immensely satisfying to her. 

A third organisation for women had its origins in the 1920's. The 
League of Mothers and Homemakers was founded in 1926 by the wife of 
the Governor General, Lady Nice Ferguson. The organisation was known 
in its early days as  the League of Mothers. It is a Christian-based society 
in comparison with the C.W.I. and the W.D.F.F. who, although they 
espouse Christian values, do not require their members to have specifi- 
cally Christian beliefs. The League of Mothers and Homemakers require 
its members to accept belief in the Christian concept of marriage. It also 
endeavours to help parents realise the great responsibility involved in 
raising children and to establish a fellowship of women who try to foster 
mutual respect and tolerance within the family and community. It seeks 
to encourage children to pray, to love God and to show concern for others. 
The Rangiora branch was formed in June, 1949 with thirty-two mem- 
bers. It has grown to in excess of ninety members at the present who met 
monthly. Within the Rangiora Branch there are different interest groups 
such as  the knitting group, the singinggroup, the strollers group and the 
cards group. As there are a number of younger members the life of the 
branch seems assured. 

In  the last twenty years or so many more organisations have been 
formed by women, for women. Many are part of international organisa- 

tions such as  Soroptomists and Lionesses. In the Waimakariri District 
the umbrella group for women's organisations and women members of 
other committees, is the North Canterbury branch of the National 
Council of Women of New Zealand. The N. C .W. of N.Z. was formed by Kate 
Sheppard in 1896 to act as  a voice for all women's organisations on 
matters of interest to women at  local and national levels. A meeting to 
gauge interest in forming a local branch of N.C.W. of N.Z was held on 31 
July, 1980. Interest was such that in the following month the first 
meeting of the branch was held with Joyce McIvor as  the founding 
president. The first annual report in May 1981 showed that there were 
16 organisations affiliated to the North Canterbury branch. In the twelve 
years that the Branch has beenoperating the membership has remained 
at  that level. Over the years some organisations have dropped out and 
others have come in. The current membership is seventeen affiliates and 
approximately eight associate members. Associate members are indi- 
viduals who wish to belong to the N.C.W. of N.Z. but do not belong to any 
of the affiliated groups. 

Each month the branch considers remits from its affiliates and 
considers submissions on bills which are before parliament. Many of the 
issues that the N.C.W.of N.Z. concerns itself with fall into the broad 
category of social reforms at  both national and local level. One of the 
better known of the branch's projects in the District was the setting up 
of the Part Time Services scheme. This was established in response to the 
need for people, and especially women, to obtain part time jobs. The 
scheme had a government-funded co-ordinator and it endeavoureded to 
match people with jobs. If an  employer in the district had a part-time or 
seasonal job then she could obtain a worker for that job through Part 
Time Services who had compiled a list of those who were searching for 
a job. One of the projects that the North Canterbury branch pursued with 
vigour was the district-wide adoption of the use of paper rubbish bags. 
There was agreement from the District Council that paper bags were 
preferable although currently the Council is phasing in the use of plastic 
bags. The branch has now to study the effect of the use of plastic bags 
and determine its response. In this issue, as  in many others that the 
branch has looked at  over the years, it will make a careful and well 
researched response. 

Women in the Waimakariri District have over the years found much 
of value in their own organisations. They have provided fellowship and 
have enabled the concerns ofwomen to be heard in the wider community. 
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