
CHAPTER FOUR

The Early Agricultural Freeholders

It was not until the arrival of the very last of the Canterbury Association's
ships early in 1853 that small freeholders or agricultural settlers showed
any interest in the Mandeville District. Of all those immigrants who had
been put a-shore in Canterbury by the twenty-three chartered ships that
had arrived prior to February 1853 very few people had chosen to farm
freehold north of the Waimakariri. Only William Philip Welch, at Kaiapoi,
and his neighbour on the lower Cam, Thomas Haynes Harrison, had come
to live in that district which Torlesse and Boys had prepared for immediate
occupation and only Captain T. H. Reeves and his party has settled be-
yond it. Reeves may have already gone. The two surveyors had made no
fortunes putting freeholders on their sections at five guineas a time, in
fact, it might have seemed at the beginning of 1853 that the whole scheme
had been a failure.

On the second day of February 1853 the Minerva dropped anchor at
Lyttelton and while it carried the smallest number of settlers yet it did
discharge some interesting people. Charles Torlesse's brother Henry was
on it with his uncle, Edward Gibbon Wakefield. Wakefield went out to
Rangiora to see his nephew's place for himself, taking with him a bull
and a heifer, the gift of a well-wishing gentleman of Reigate. The bull
was drowned in a creek on the way. Among the other passengers were
the Reverend John Raven and Captain Francis Fuller, the advance party
for a group which planned to found another settlement within the Canter-
bury block, a township and agricultural community which was to be called
Gladstone. Five days after landing Raven and Fuller were at Rangiora
looking for a suitable site for their township and Torlesse took them up
to Miraki where, from the summit of the downs, they were able to view
a large part of the plains. They chose Kaiapoi but because the best land
and river frontage there had been reserved for an ecclesiastical endowment
and because they could get no co-operation from Henry Sewell, the Canter-
bury Association's new agent and a fellow passenger, Gladstone was aban-
doned.1

'For the politics of, the decision not to proceed with the Gladstone scheme, and the sub-
sequent founding of the Kaiapoi settlement on the site, see The Journal of Henry Sewell
1853-7 edited by W. D. Mclntyre Vol. 1 pp 126-32, 423-9; Beyond The Waimakariri D.
N. Hawkins pp 21-4.
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Regardless of the decision not to proceed with Gladstone some of those
who held land orders preferred to go north rather than remain around
Christchurch, Raven and Fuller leaving immediately, in almost indecent
haste, following an angry confrontation with Sewell in the Heathcote ferry
public house. Raven chose freehold out of Hamilton Ward's cattle run
near the old Ngai-tahu fortress, Kaiapohia, and a section at Rangiora bush
including a fine stand of forest trees, but he decided to settle on the former,
near the Waikuku Stream. It was probably Raven who cleared away the
remains of the massacre as he prepared his land for cropping and the
farm was named Ravenswood. Fuller bought land between the sandhills
and Tuahiwi Bush, calling his farm Beaconsfield, while the Revells, a large
family who had been on the Minerva and who accompanied Fuller north,
settled by the river at Kaiapoi.2

When the remainder of the Gladstone settlers arrived on the Hampshire
in May 1853 and discovered that the scheme had foundered some of them
followed Raven and Fuller to Kaiapoi and Henry Sewell, seeing this move-
ment of settlers to Baxter's Ferry and recognising the qualities of the site,
decided to release some of the church land there for a township. He also
persuaded Charles Sidey, an enterprising stock importer, to invest money
in the new town and Sidey, seeing in it a good investment, soon had car-
penters on the job and some buildings up. To the people at Rangiora
Bush Kaiapoi now meant neighbours and new friends only seven miles
away and before the year was out they were buying their supplies from
George Black's store on the river bank.

The last ship chartered by the Canterbury Association, the Tasmania,
made Lyttelton on 15 March 1853 between the Minerva and the Hampshire
and on it were John Boys's brothers, James and Robert, and a Cumberland
party led by a bank clerk named George John Leech. The brothers Boys
followed Henry Torlesse to Rangiora and were given jobs around the bush
until they could find a more permanent occupation and acquire some land.

• Leech, who carried a Gladstone land order, soon met the Reverend Raven
who described to him the country around Kaiapoi. He decided to go up
there immediately and see it for himself.

BROOKLANDS

George John Leech's journey to New Zealand was the result of a business
arrangement he had made with his brother-in-law, a wealthy solicitor
named William Brooks. The son of a parson he was working in a bank
at Penrith when Brooks put up the financial backing for a family business
enterprise in Canterbury which Leech agreed to lead. The idea was that

2ln 1859-60 Fuller subdivided some of Beaconsfield into township lots and attempted to estab-
lish a second township named Gladstone but the settlers there preferred the name more
appropriate to the locality, Woodend.

51



Brooks would provide money for George Leech and his brother Charles
to buy land in the colony. After the land had been converted into farms
and had appreciated in value it would be sold and they would return to
England and retire. When the Leeches joined the Tasmania they had with
them two workmen, Edmund Robinson and his family and Robert Noble,
whom they had sponsored. These men were to provide labour and, in time,
would set themselves up as they wished. A friend of the Leech family,
H. C. H. Knowles, who later married the Leeches' sister Isabella, followed
the party out and joined them in October 1853.

Upon his arrival at Lyttelton George Leech rented a cottage for ten
shillings a week and left his wife there while the men explored the northern
plain for suitable land. They set off, as advised by Raven, to the proposed
site of Gladstone on 22 March and spent the night with W. P. Welch
for whom they carried mail. The following day they went on to Raven's
newly-erected but temporary house, actually the stewards' hut from the
show ground at Lewes, Sussex, and Raven took Leech across to see Torlesse
at Rangiora Bush. Leech described this day and his observations and feel-
ings in a letter home.3

23rd. Morning, got to Mr. Raven's early and afterwards 5 miles on to
Mr. Torlesse's of Rangiora. I can scarcely name the places yet much
less spell them properly. Kiapoi is the name of the district. It looks deso-
lation and yet is good land and Edward says may easily be cultivated.
He is in good heart about the matter and says it is twice as good to
manage as ever he expected. We had a 20 miles walk this day and staid
overnight with Mr. Raven in his wood house, brought from England
and newly erected. The following morning whilst at breakfast the roof-
composition tarpaulin, gave way before a strong norwester which came
suddenly with rain. We all flew or nearly out that is Mr. Raven, his
sister and daughter and Miss Rees or Reves of Higham, Mr. Birch,
Charles and I. When after considerable trouble without much damage
all was made secure, and at 11 o'clock we set sail without coats and
blankets, and at | past eight landed at Lyttelton safe and sound 35 miles.
I believe no man ever came to this colony that performed near so much
work in the time we explored it because we went without a guide and
had to be ferried over two rivers by the natives with their sharks teeth
earrings and chatter. They are a fine race, cultivating potatoes and other
vegetables for sale and some have lately added wheat besides some cattle,
a horse is evidently their pride and ambition. But they make no use
of him beyond the saddle, and they keep him in first rate condition.
There is an old woman near 90 about 4 miles of where I think of choos-
ing, who has eat a good deal of white flesh she says, and would like

3 From a typescript copy of an original letter in the possession of the Leech family, Rangiora.
'Edward' is probably Edmund Robinson.
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to have some. more. I shall be close to a native reserve if I choose as
I expect to do.
His first impressions of the Rangiora area left Leech quite depressed.

'The future looking dreary,' he wrote in his diary but the party returned
again to the Mandeville District and chose land, which they had already
decided to name Brooklands, near a point marked by a flagstaff. This
land proved to be too light and stoney so they changed their selection
to another site further west on the banks of the Waikoruru Stream (upper
Cam) about a mile or two east of the Torlesse home. They took possession
of this land on 11 April 1853 and on it erected a frame house which George
Leech had bought for twenty pounds, but lived in the meantime in a tent.
They also bought a pair of work-horses for a hundred guineas.4

The two Leech brothers, Robinson and Noble worked on the house and
cleared their ground as the winter of 1853 approached and on the 8 June
they were able to begin ploughing. By August sufficient progress had been
made to encourage George Leech to collect his wife and new-born child
and bring them north to Brooklands while the Robinson family also moved
into a cottage they had built. Torlesse had gone into Christchurch that
day and he noted in his diary (27 August), that he returned to Rangiora
by cart with a Mr and Mrs Leech, finally arriving home 'after many adven-
tures.' The Robinsons' cottage was made of sun-dried cob and stood a
short distance to the north of the Leech house on the Taranaki Stream.

With the accommodation problem solved and the coming of spring the
men threw themselves into their work. In early September, and the weeks
that followed, they sowed an almost complete range of garden vegetables.
It was a hot dry summer with very little rain which helped them with
their clearing. The flax was burnt and the soft ground drained and by
Christmas 1853 two fields of oats and one of potatoes had been hacked
out of the wilderness. George Leech bought an acre of bush from Torlesse
for twenty-five pounds and it was reduced to posts and railing. By the
end of March 1854 between forty and fifty dray-loads had been taken
off this acre to fence the farm and its fields as well as some of Robinson's
land.

The first harvest at Brooklands was from a patch of sabre peas which,
with hot duck pie, made up the family's first Christmas dinner at Rangiora.
Ducks were plentiful, eels too and mutton was obtained occasionally so
that with the oats and potato crops about to be harvested the Brooklands
venture was safely established in its first year. The oat harvest began on
26 January 1854 and took about a fortnight, Edmund Robinson mowing
with his sickle and Mrs Robinson gathering and Charles and George Leech
likewise, day after day, twelve stooks one day, twenty three the next, forty

4The flagstaff mentioned by Leech was either one of Alfred Wills's native reserve marker
poles or one left by Torlesse to mark the track to Rangiora and Harewood Forest.
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stooks the next and so on. The first field stacked one hundred and sixty
stooks.

In this way Leech broke in Brooklands, Rangiora's first freehold farm.
In time it grew along the Cam and took in land on the native reserve
which Leech leased from his Maori neighbours. The Canterbury Ngai-tahu
were still drifting back to Kaiapoi from the Peninsula pas and they eventu-
ally established Tuahiwi, a new village, only a mile or two down the Cam
from Brooklands. Leech came to know the elders well, employed some
of the younger men and taught them how to cultivate crops, manage milk-
ing cows and use cattle. As they watched him drain his heavy flax land
they called him 'WaikoruriC — all of a shake — after the nature of it,
and the stream which flowed through it.

George John Leech did not return to Cumberland. His brother Charles,
who was single, did not like the hard, lonely life of a pioneering small
farmer and left the place to take a job on Highfield sheep station where,
as station manager, he was killed by a bullock dray in 1864. Knowles
had a house beside the bush but took up the Glentui run and worked
it until Richardson's freeholding tactics drove him off it. Robinson and
Noble eventually got farms of their own.

THE RECEDING TIDE OF MIGRATION

While Leech was breaking in Brooklands the two Townsend brothers,
Robert and William, leased John Boys's property. After his marriage to
Priscilla Townsend in October 1852 Boys found that his work was keeping
him away from home so much that he went to live in Christchurch. The
Townsends planted wheat as soon as they moved on to the place, in July
1853, but their father, James Townsend, bought a section on the south-west
side of the wood and they also farmed an adjacent section belonging to
Dr. William Donald, the Lyttelton doctor, and which James Townsend
was to buy. The brothers lived in the Boys house until May 1854 by which
time a house had been built on the Townsend land and the whole family
moved up to Rangiora from Ferrymead.

James Townsend, at sixty-two, had been the oldest passenger on the
Canterbury Association's first immigrant ships which reached Lyttelton in
December 1850, arriving on the Cressy with his wife, six daughters, four
sons and a nephew. Another son had gone to sea. A wine merchant by
trade, Townsend had settled first at Ferrymead, his sons farming his land
and helping with the ferry while his daughters made up the greater part
of the settlement's available young womanhood. The marriages of Mary,
a competent artist, to Dr. Donald and Alicia to Charles Torlesse in 1851
had taken place a month apart and preceeded Priscilla's to John Boys
by just a year. Three of the young ladies were still single when the move
to Rangiora was made but Frances, the eldest, married W. J. W. Hamilton
in 1855 while Margaret, the youngest, and Marcia, married Crosby and
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Hamilton War4 respectively in 1857. Little is known of the activities of
Charles and the younger James but Robert worked with Torlesse on his
Miraki run in the early 'fifties while William was associated with Fernside.

The Townsend farm and home were on the stream which flowed along
the southern flank of Rangiora Bush, the South Brook as it was then called.
James Townsend named his property Southbrook, running the words
together, as Torlesse was to record in his diary after calling there on 17
September 1856.

About six weeks after Robert and William Townsend took up their lease
of the Boys farm George Hanmer selected a freehold section between the
Harewood Forest road line and the Cam above Leech. Hanmer was one
of three sons of the vicar of Hanmer, Flintshire, Wales, who had come
to Canterbury and he had been in the colony since 1851. He chose his
Rangiora land about 1 September 1853 and Torlesse agreed to sell him
some standing timber and allowed him to make a track into the bush
to get it out. With his brothers, Humphrey and Philip, George Hanmer
built a wooden house with cob chimneys and a stockyard at the ford where
the track from Kaiapoi met the Cam. This track followed the course of
the Taranaki Stream flowing along the crest of a faint ridge of higher
ground which levelled off gently into the swamps bordering the Ashley
and the native reserve on either side. It was much drier along this ridge
and so it became the preferred route from Kaiapoi to Rangiora in the
early eighteen-fifties. The activities of the Hanmers blocked the track and
so in February 1854 Torlesse put Robinson to work building a wooden
bridge downstream, nearer Leech, and possibly where the surveyed road
crossed the Cam. The Reverend Raven brought the timber across from
the bush in his bullock wagon. The house stood where the two streams
were only yards apart and, with the support of a small petition, George
Hanmer obtained a 'bush licence' for it, opening an accommodation house
called the Ashley Arms about 1 June 1854.

The Ashley Arms was not situated merely to provide shelter and comforts
for the few travellers using the track from Kaiapoi; it was also on the
stock route from the Waimakariri to the Ashley. For three years Torlesse
had given shelter to a fairly constant procession of shepherds, aspiring
runholders, explorers and casual travellers while drovers taking sheep north
to the new runs on the Hurunui and the Waiau frequently camped at
the wood or on the banks of the Ashley a mile or two away. Although
there were ferries over both branches of the Waimakariri in 1853 mobs
of sheep and cattle were still being taken across that river at the islands
and shallows above Kaiapoi Island, where the Miraki flock had so narrowly
escaped disaster in August 1851, and then round the western edge of the
Mandeville and Rangiora Swamp to Rangiora Bush. This route was a natu-
ral one for sheep newly-landed at Lyttelton and driven over the hills at
the head of the harbour and the ferries further down did not always guaran-
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tee safety. In May 1852 Wortley and Woollcombe, while on their way
to their run on the Hurunui, lost ninety sheep before they reached Rangi-
ora, sixty at one of the ferries. The opening of the Ashley Arms was timely
and it became a popular stopping place. Stock could be conveniently con-
fined by tethered dogs on the narrow neck of land between the two streams.

By the end of 1853 the two original houses, three new ones, four or
five huts perhaps and a half-completed accommodation house were all
that Rangiora had to show for three years of settlement. Kaiapoi on the
other hand, as a result of Charles Sidey's patronage, had grown to about
thirteen houses, a wool store, a general store run by George Black, a
butcher and a half-finished hotel. Torlesse records that his brother Henry
first picked up their provisions at Kaiapoi on 23 July 1853 and by Novem-
ber he was supplying the butcher, Henry Royal, with salted mutton and
wethers. Among the Hampshire people who went out to Kaiapoi were the
Beswick brothers one of whom, Samuel, was a doctor of medicine. In the
past whenever a doctor was required someone was sent to Christchurch
to get Dr. A. C. Barker or north to Birch Hollow on the Waipara for
Dr. Hodgkinson. Hodgkinson came down to Rangiora quite willingly when
called but the settlers made a presentation of a few pounds to Dr. Beswick
to induce him to set up a practice in the district. Beswick was thinking
of leaving Kaiapoi but he was persuaded and he stayed.

While the Minerva and the Hampshire people gave Kaiapoi its start the
small surge of settlement at Kaiapoi and Rangiora in 1853 turned out
to be only the last ripple of a receding tide of migration to Canterbury
under the auspices of the Canterbury Association. That migration came
to an end officially with the Tasmania and in fact with the Hampshire
and it was another two years before the Provincial Government was able
to prime a new flow of immigrants towards the colony. In the meantime
the Leech brothers, the Townsends, the Hanmers and Robinson drained
their land and put up more post and rail fences while Torlesse, hard-pressed
for hands, managed to intercept men drifting from job to job and from
colony to colony, the only source of labour in the mid-eighteen-fifties as
more and more people shipped themselves off to the Victorian goldfields.

Robinson worked for Torlesse when Leech did not want him and two
labourers named Harrington and Snell, who were brothers in-law and poss-
ibly from Stoke, and a French cook named Solaire, also found employment
there. In September 1853 a friend of the Torlesses, William Christopher
Ashton Sadler, of West Bergholt near Stoke, arrived at Rangiora and the
following month another Stoke-by-Nayland man, Frederick Elmer, turned
up from Nelson. Elmer and Sadler were the first of a trickle of Suffolk
people who were encouraged to come to New Zealand by the Torlesses
of Stoke-by-Nayland and who set a course for Rangiora. The Torlesses
appear to have helped local parishioners who wished to migrate with the
guarantee of a job. Any debt involved could be paid or worked off in
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Canterbury. But Sadler and Elmer seemed to have been closer to Charles
Torlesse than any of the Suffolk migrants and they remained, carting sup-
plies and timber, doing odd jobs and later playing an important role in
the expansion of Torlesse's pastoral operations beyond Rangiora.

Throughout 1854 the stream of expected land purchaseers continued to
run thin indeed. The Townsend family arrived in the middle of the year,
John Boys returned to his vacated home to farm again for a while about
the end of it while Torlesse was still recruiting labour and shepherds for
the westward expansion of his pastoral activities only with difficulty. On
Christmas Day, however, a newcomer named Smith Howard arrived to
settle on a rural section he had purchased between Torlesse's house and
the Hanmers.

Howard was a widower from Sevenoaks, Kent, and he had brought his
five children and a house-keeper out to Canterbury with him on the Char-
lotte Jane in 1850. The family lived in tents at Lyttelton for a time before
moving on to Hoon Hay where Howard had acquired land but for some
reason they decided to make another start at Rangiora. The three girls
stayed with the Torlesses while their father and two brothers built a cob
house on a small creek which ran into the Northbrook Stream. It was
very wet down there with heavy stands of flax. Howard obtained his milk
from Torlesse who lived about a half a mile to the west, and when he
collected it every evening, often after dark, two lanterns were hoisted to
the top of high poles to enable him to work his way through the fourteen-
foot flax, the creeks and the bog-holes which lay between the two houses.
The Howards were one of those settler families who suffered more than
their fair share of tragedy and after the death of a son and a daughter
in 1858, both in their early twenties and within a week of one another,
Smith Howard decided to build another home at the north end of his
farm, on the Woodend Road and where it was much drier. He named
this house Tankerdale and along the road he and his son George built
a small brewery which provided the settlement with its beer until the mid-
'seventies.

Early in 1855 another widower named George Thomson bought a rural
section on the west side of the Hanmer farm. A Londoner, he had been
farming near Melbourne and, like his neighbour across the Woodend Road,
Howard, he had brought five children with him. Torlesse helped him cart
shingle and timber to the site of his house and when the first church services
were held in the settlement Thomson, a lay-reader, took them.

The arrival of George Thomson brought the number of homes at Rangi-
ora to nine or ten and the population to between forty and fifty, including
children, a few sawyers and workmen but excluding the Miraki shepherds.
They were in two clusters, the Torlesse, Boys, Ward, Townsend and Howard
homes, some whares, stables and sheds, and possibly a house belonging

57



to Charles Knowles, all close to the bush on the Northbrook Stream,5 while
the second group, the Thomson, Robinson, and Leech homes and the
Hanmers' accommodation house, were strung out across open land towards
the north-east and the Cam. George Leech was acting as their storekeeper.
William Brooks was shipping out consignments of tools and equipment
which he thought new colonists would need and so Leech was in business
supplying his neighbours and the run-holders with spades, axes, shears,
nails and other essential hardware. Otherwise their supplies were obtained
from Kaiapoi.

In spite of the slow pace of land sales north of the Waimakariri in the
mid-eighteen-fifties the Provincial Government appointed William Revell
resident policeman at Kaiapoi in May 1854. Kaiapoi was growing, Henry
Sewell believing that the place would eventually rival Christchurch. The
Mandeville settlers were quite offended by this move and protested but
the Government followed it with the appointment of Charles Torlesse as
a Justice of the Peace. There were pit sawyers working in all the forests
now, coastal craft were coming up the Waimarkariri as far as Cookson's
woolstore at Kaiapoi and problems were arising from the closing of land
once freely crossed by mobs of sheep and cattle. From time to time there
were rumours of disputes among the Maori over land and timber claims
and between settlers over boundaries while drunkedness wasn't uncommon.
Revell was to earn his pay.

Torlesse's first case as a Justice, and probably the first to be held at
Kaiapoi, took place on 23 January 1855 and was an embarrassment to
him. George Hanmer and his barman at the Ashley Arms, Benjamin
George, were charged with assaulting a Maori named Solomon who had
assisted William Revell capture three runaway sailers. Hanmer was found
guilty.

A week later a station hand from Mount Grey rode down to Rangiora
to report that the O'Connells had been burgled and Torlesse and Revell
set out to catch the thief. They followed a suspect as far as Double Corner,
searched him there but found him to be innocent. For a week small parties
of men scoured the country from the Waimakariri ferries to the Waipara,
checking reports of suspicious characters camped out in the flax until, act-
ing on information obtained at the Ashley Arms, Torlesse, the station hand
and Captain Fuller cornered their quarry in a Maori wharre near Kaiapoi.
There they arrested an Irishman named O'Sullivan with the loot from two
homesteads. An accomplice named Johnston was also found but before
they could be properly brought to trial the pair had bolted. As a result
of this escape, and Torlesse's pleas, the Provincial Government built a
gaol at Kaiapoi in June 1855.6
5The name of this stream flowing along the north side of the bush, the North Brook, became
Northbrook as early as 1855 when, on 7 November, Crosby Ward gave it as his address
on an election letter to the Lyttelton Times.

6Toriesse Journal 11 Jan to 10 Feb, 19 Feb 1855; Lyttelton Times 27 Jan 1955.
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The Rangiora Bush Settlement in the mid-eighteen-fifties. The settlement of the Mandeville
Agricultural District and the location of the early Rangiora agricultural freeholders.
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Leaving Revell to pursue the fugitives to the Hurunui Torlesse began
to clear some ground at his house for a cricket match he had arranged
against a team of ten men from Christchurch and which was to take place
on 27 February. Some ladies arrived from Kaiapoi and Mount Grey for
the occasion and dinner was laid out the previous evening for thirty-two
people but the visitors failed to appear. While the Rangiora team was
using the extra day for practise the Christchurch captain, C. C. Bowen,
arrived from Raven's and the rest of the team turned up in the evening.
The match was played on 28 February and was won by the Rangiora
men by three wickets. Charles Torlesse had got a side together consisting
of himself and brother Henry, Hamilton and Crosby Ward, John and James
Boys, James and Robert Townsend, William Sadler and a young man
named Green who had arrived from Stoke-by-Nayland in December arid
who had been put to work driving carts and timber wagons.7

The cricket team was a family and Stoke affair and the day does not
seem to have involved any of the freeholders in the vicinity of the Ashley
Arms. The days of the accommodation house were in fact numbered for
in July 1855, by which time Torlesse had been appointed Resident Magis-
trate for the northern districts, Hanmer faced a special court at Rangiora.
These court appearances and the drunkedness which was becoming preva-
lent among the habitues of the Arms cost him his Licence and its bar was
closed. A man named Henry Miller applied to re-licence the place but
the provincial authorities, noting that cart traffic and most of the station
drovers were now using the Waimakariri ferries and the North Road, de-
cided that accommodation and refreshment were more urgently required
at Saltwater Creek and Miller was permitted to open an hotel there instead.

It is doubtful whether the Ashley Arms was anything more than a re-
freshment stop for workers and passing drovers or that its accommodation
was very important to the settlement. Very few people came to live at
Rangiora during the year or so it was open while improvements at the
Waimakariri ferries and the need for the close supervison of stock being
driven across the runs which now covered the Eyre and Mandeville districts
drove much of its trade to the North Road. The accommodation was hardly
missed, the Hanmers continued farming and two years were to pass before
another licence was granted for a Rangiora public house. On the other
hand Torlesse's home by the bush remained the focal point of the settle-
ment into the later eighteen-fifties, more than a landmark on the northern
stock route as new settlers, farm workers, friends and travellers — Charles
Bowen's entire cricket team — were given a berth with ease and courtesy.

As the years followed one upon another much was done to convert the

'This young Stoke man is the only known Green in early Rangiora and is presumed to be
the Samuel Green who once had the Masonic Hotel. If this is so then Green Street, an
old bush track, is probably named after him.
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Rangiora farm-house and its garden into something a little more English
if one overlooked the whatta which Te Aika had built when showery
weather had interrupted the 1852 shearing. In that year, 1852, a small
orchard of fruit trees was planted and rhubarb asparagus and strawberry
beds had been laid out. Ground had been prepared for a lawn and flower
seeds had been broadcast to add a little colour to the following summer.
In March 1853 a picket fence was erected between the Torlesse and Boys
properties and later some poplars and more fruit trees were planted out.
About the middle of 1854 workmen set out willows, holly, pines and stone
pines and by the end of that year fifty acres had been fenced with posts
and railing. It took a long time for all these improvements to show to
any effect and the first descriptions we have of Rangiora through the eyes
of diarists and artists fail to capture much evidence of them.

After he and the Reverend Raven had reconciled their differences over
the Gladstone affair Henry Sewell stayed at Ravenswood in January 1854
and, on the 7th, went over to Rangiora with Raven in his dog cart to
dine with Torlesse. ' - to Rangiora, another bush, about 5 miles off,' he
wrote, ' - Torlesse's Station - a decent comfortable place, prettily sheltered
by the wood at its back - the most habitable place I have seen.'8 The
Torlesse and Boys houses were sketched twice, the Boys home by Dr. A.
C. Barker on 21 November 1854 while he was answering a call there, and
the Torlesse house by W. J. W. Hamilton, the explorer, customs officer
and now a leading member of the Provincial Executive, on 11 November
1855 while on his honeymoon after his marriage to Frances Townsend.
Both sketches depict a fairly primitive scene still, with few material changes
apart from the picket fence, the whatta and some stockyards in the distance.
One sees only two plain colonial houses against a background of tall native
pines with an undeveloped foreground of grass, a few stumps and some
flax.9

8The Journal of Henry Sewell 1853-7 Ed. by W. D. Mclntyre Vol 1 p429.
'Both sketches are reproduced here by courtesy of the Canterbury Museum. The Hamilton
sketch also appears in Beyond the Waimakariri near p50 and is erroneously attributed to
J. E. Fitzgerald.
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