
CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

The Churches

One of the measures Charles Torlesse made of the site of his first house
at Rangiora Bush was its proximity to Christchurch, about twenty-six miles
away, he estimated, by the most convenient route and a distance which
would enable him to leave his work and attend church there twice a month.
Torlesse never abandoned the strong traditional Anglican upbringing of
his younger days at the Stoke-by-Nayland vicarage and while the sabbath
may have been difficult to recognise during his timeless months on the
northern survey and in the company of shepherds, Maori and farmhands,
once he had built his homestead on the Northbrook Stream and married,
Sunday was again regularly observed and the family service in the parlour
became a normal Sunday practice.

Late in May 1852 the Reverends Hogg (from Melbourne) and Puckle
arrived at the bush while exploring the country north of Christchurch. Hogg
set off towards Greymount but on becoming lost, returned, and the next
day went to Kaiapoi, 'to a service there'. W. P. Welch recorded in his
scrap of a diary that, on 30 May, Hogg arrived at Kaiapoi and that 'we
all went up to Fletcher's where he performed evening service'.1

Fletcher was a missionary-teacher who had stationed himself at Kaiapoi
to work among the Maori but he had little to do with Rangiora where
Torlesse himself conducted services for his farm hands. On Sunday 8 Au-
gust 1852 Torlesse rode up to HighclirT to see Dumford about his employ-
ment and while there he read evening service in the Miraki cottage for
the shepherd and his family. He also occasionally went down to Kaiapoi
and he records one such journey on Good Friday 1854 when he drove
over to Ravenswood for a morning service with the Reverend Raven and
then went on to Kaiapoi to an afternoon service at the house of Jones
the carpenter.2

All this time Torlesse had been planning to build a chapel and books,
music and a harmonium for it arrived from England in October 1854.
His brother Henry carted the harmonium up to the Bush and it was used
for the first time at an evening service in the house on Sunday 29 October
1854. But building was delayed while all Rangiora's resources and man-
power were occupied erecting the Waikoko quarters and yards at the foot

'Torlesse Journal 28-30 May, 1852; W. P. Welch diary 30 May 1852.
2Torlesse, Journal 8 Aug 1852; 14 Apr 1854
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of the downs and it was not until 31 July 1855 that Torlesse was able
to call a meeting of settlers and put his plan for a church before them.
A committee was formed to carry the project through and despite all the
labour, timber, money and effort being expended on the new Fernside
homestead, which was begun at the same time, the chapel was completed
in June 1856.3

This building was not really a chapel at all but a communal church,
meeting place and schoolroom and it stood only a stone's throw across
The Northbrook Stream from the Torlesse house and where the
Northbrook Road would one day form a corner with Victoria Street. Not
too far from the homes of those who would make up the core of its congre-
gation, the Ward, Howard, Torlesse, Thomson and Townsend families, this
building became known as the Rangiora Assembly Room and then, when
its main occupants changed, the schoolroom. It was placed so that it would
be near the centre of any township which might spring up at Rangiora
Bush and was opened on Sunday 15 June 1856, an unseasonably fine nor'-
west day, with a service conducted by George Thomson.4 Thomson prob-
ably helped to cut the timber and build the church and he became its
official lay-reader, holding services there regularly from 1856 to 1860.

This room had been in use for six months when Priscilla Torlesse arrived
on the Egmont with a small company of Stoke immigrants including the
Mertons and Deals. On the Sunday after their arrival, dn 28 December
1856, what could best be described as a family and Stoke reunion service
was held at Rangiora. Bishop Selwyn preached, the Reverend Raven read
the prayers and the whole congregation had tea at the Boys house after-
wards. Selwyn, staying with Raven, was in Canterbury to welcome H. C.
J. Harper the new bishop-designate who had also been a passenger on
the Egmont and who rode up to Rangiora three weeks later to meet the
new congregation and to preach his first service in the assembly room.
Harper was back in the settlement on 13 April 1857 administering Holy
Communion to twenty-one communicants and baptising Torlesse's son and
first surviving child, Arthur Ward Torlesse. A violent storm and torrential
rain washed out the afternoon service and the baptism was held in the
house.5

Harper was to preach again in the schoolroom in the course of his pas-
toral journeys across Canterbury but it was used for religious purposes
for only four years. Although the services were Anglican the congregation
was probably inter-denominational until the Anglican Church of St John
Baptist was built in 1860. By this time sectarianism had been strengthened
by immigration and it wasn't long before small groups of Methodists, Bap-
tists and Presbyterians were meeting in cottages. As settlement spread over
3Ibid 12, 25, 29 Oct 1854; 31 Jul 1855
4Ibid 15 Jun 1856
5Ibid 28 Dec 1856; 18 Feb, 13 Apr 1857.
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the plains other missionary-priests followed Harper to the northern hills
and their homesteads. The Reverend William Kirton worked out of Kaia-
poi for a while visiting scattered Presbyterians beyond the Waimakariri
until 1863 when the Reverend William Hogg was given the whole distict
between the Waimakariri and the Clarence as his special responsibility
for the Presbyterian Church, a monthly circuit of one hundred and eighty-
five miles. Wesleyan missionaries were active around Kaiapoi in the
eighteen-fifties but Roman Catholicism did not make an appearance until
the 'sixties. Nevertheless the Reverend Father J. C. Chervier followed a
path as identical and as difficult as that of Harper and Hogg, locating
and reaching his thin band of parishioners sprinkled lightly across the
northern part of the province.

The little cottage congregations, with much sacrifice and hard work, built
their own chapels quite early. One cannot be precise but about three or
four years after the opening of St John Baptist, that is about 1863-4 the
Baptists and United Free Methodists built chapels in Victoria Street and
in 1868 the Wesleyan Methodists built another in Ashley Street. The first
Catholic Church, which was built on the corner of George and Victoria
Street in 1870, was also described as a.chapel at the time and the Presby-
terians' first church, which was built in High Street in 1872, was a very
modest little hall.

These original chapels were all built in the knowledge that their small
congregations would have to find their preachers and lay-readers among
their own ranks. This they did quite easily. George Thomson, a farmer
on the Woodend Road, officiated at the Victoria Street schoolroom and
the United Free Methodists had, at first, George Booth and then James
Sharplin, a sawmiller and a vigorous preacher who would deliver his ser-
mon on hot days with his coat hanging from the pulpit. The Baptists, who
observed doctrines of a Calvinist character, had among them members
of the Ivory family whose father was a pastor of a chapel in the suburbs
of Norwich. William Ivory became leader by common agreement, and an
enthusiastic preacher he soon proved to be. William Sansom the tailor
succeeded Ivory. T. S. Mannering of Birch Hill sometimes came down to
preach at both the Baptist and Free Methodist chapels while David
Graham of Southbrook filled in when required by the Wesleyans. The
Presbyterian and Roman Catholic congregations, however, relied on the
visits of itinerant priests.

ST JOHN BAPTIST

By the end of 1857 the church room was being used as a school, visiting
clergy were attending there only infrequently and some of the congregation
were travelling to Kaiapoi where the Reverend Raven preached. George
Thomson, the lay-reader, continued to take regular services but he and
Torlesse now felt that the building had become unsuitable and that the

371



community was large enough to provide a more dignified place of worship.
They called a meeting of settlers together on 5 December 1857 to consider
what could be done. It was a very wet night and only fourteen turned
up but it was decided to erect a building similar to the one in which they
were meeting for worship only, to levy a subscription of one shilling and
to invite donations. Three weeks later, on Boxing Day, Bishop Harper
arrived in the settlement unexpectedly so Torlesse scouted around, gathered
up a group of interested Anglicans and they put their plans to him. After
a discussion with the Bishop it was agreed that the old room should be
left entirely to Priscilla Torlesse and her school children and that a church
would be built on a new site some already had in mind.

A building fund was immediately established and in May 1858, by which
time two hundred and fifty pounds had been collected, a decision was
made to go ahead and build. Progress was slow. Timber was in demand.
The saw pits had been unable to cope and Harold de Bourbel and Josiah
Birch had only recently set up their steam sawmill. Nor was there quite
unanimity as to the best site. It had been expected that when a church
was built at Rangiora it would be near the Torlesse home, perhaps near
the corner of Northbrook Road and Victoria Street, on the glebe land.

A further public meeting was arranged to consider procedures and the
election of a building committee and officers in January 1859 but some
of the original planners, Charles and Henry Torlesse, Ingfam Shrimpton,
William Reeves, George Thomson, Hamilton Ward and Smith Howard
got together quietly beforehand, round a fire, deep in the wood, 'like con-
spirators', as Torlesse described the scene, apparently to discuss points they
intended to put before the public meeting two nights later. In addition
to the building committee, the congregation that night elected two church
wardens, George Thomson and Ingram Shrimpton.6

The building committee was composed of a mixture of old and new
faces round the settlement: George Thomson, chairman, Captain J. R.
Brandon, secretary, Captain Charles d'Auvergne, James Gulliver, Henry
Blackett, Smith Howard, Samuel Andrews and George Leech. Ingram
Shrimpton donated a section on the Harewood Forest Road and plans
were drawn up by B. W. Mountford and I. Luck. The voluntary contri-
butions were supplemented by a Provincial Council grant and building
was begun on 29 June 1859.

On 3 September a special meeting of the congregation drew up a mem-
orial to the Bishop asking him to proclaim Rangiora a parish. When Harper
came up to preach the following week he found the schoolroom packed
and so he confirmed the appointment of the Reverend Benjamin Woolley
Dudley Minister to the new parish. Dudley had accompanied the first body
of Canterbury settlers as a chaplain on the Cressy and since his arrival

6Ibid 15, 17 Jan 1859.
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he had been stationed at Lyttelton. He took his first service at Rangiora
on 9 October 1859 making his way there from Christchurch on foot and
taking the Kaiapoi Direct Road which he had heard went straight to the
settlement and was the shorter route. Leech and four other parishioners
went as far as Southbrook to meet him finding, when they got there, that
workmen had recently cut a drain across the swamp and had piled the
mud along the surveyed road line. After a short wait the party spied a
mud-spattered figure approaching them and it soon became apparent from
the clerical collar and the bell-topper that this was their new vicar.

The Church of St John Baptist was consecrated on 25 April 1860 by
the Bishop of Christchurch asisted by the Venerable Archdeacon of Akaroa,
Reverend John Raven, Reverend H. Fendall, Reverend W. Willock of
Kaiapoi and the Reverend Dudley. After the consecration Dudley was in-
stalled as vicar of the parish of Rangiora, a morning service was held and
Harper delivered an address based on the First Epistle of St Paul to the
Thessalonians chapter four verses twelve and thirteen. The singing was
led by a children's choir trained by Charles Merton. The church was simply
described as 'a pretty commodius structure . . . capable of seating one hun-
dred and seventy people'.7

To mark the opening of their new church the building committee had
prepared an illuminated tablet bearing their names and an appropriate
inscription. Before it was placed in the church some of its members began
to express misgivings as to the propriety of so displaying it and it was
stored away, to be brought out only after the last member of the committee
had passed on. George Thomson, and then his family, held the tablet until
the last member, Henry Blackett, died in 1907 when it was at last fixed
in an honoured place in the church.

When it was finished St John Baptist stood quite alone some distance
from the rest of the settlement which still nestled down by the northern
fringe of the bush. It had only a little flax and a few cabbage trees for
company and was enclosed by a post and rail fence. Its first representative
at the Christchurch Synod was Charles Torlesse, the first verger and sexton
was James Gulliver and the first organist and choirmaster was Charles
Merton, who, no doubt, played the harmonium which had been sent out
from England in 1854. Dudley provided his own vicarage about two hun-
dred yards west of the church, a fine two-storey house which he named
Earnley after his first parish in England. Taking his new parish in hand
Dudley saw its numbers grow so rapidly that he had to enlarge the church
by adding an aisle in 1863-4. He also obtained the services of Charles
Merton as master at the schoolroom which he organised as a Church of
England day school for boys and girls.

Dudley was vicar of St John from 1860 to 1887, twenty-seven years,
and for part was Archdeacon of Rangiora and Westland. He was a kind
1 Lyttelton Times 2 May 1860
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and thoughtful man and his generosity and charity brought comfort to
many during the hard years of the late 'sixties and the eighteen-eighties.
He represented that class of rural landed clergyman with a fine house
and property who were common in England but he possessed a deep sense
of duty towards his church and parishioners, holding services strictly ac-
cording to the festival calendar and reputedly giving his sermon on week-
day festivals even though his pews might be empty. He was a strong
prohibitionist in later years although his florid complexion may not have
suggested it. There is a story about his holding all the threepenny pieces
put in the collection plate in order to force people to give more. As his
hoard grew, and there being no banks in the town at that time, the place
ran out of tray bits and his congregation began to give copper. Seeing
his collections falling Dudley was forced to release all his small coin back
into circulation. But his voice in public affairs was a strong one and he
was loved and respected by people of all denominations.

The same pressures of growing population and change which ex-
tinguished Dudley's church school in 1873 also found the original church
and facilities too small for his expanding parish. During this decade the
vestry embarked on a number of building schemes beginning with a new
vicarage in 1873-4. Built on four acres donated by Dudley the new building
was designed by Mountfort — two storeys, of wood, seven rooms on the
ground floor, five rooms upstairs, offices, a coach house and stables,
altogether an elegant structure and soon comfortably set among the trees
and shrubs which he planted liberally around his land. When he moved
into the new vicarage he leased Earnley to Charles Chapman, the head-
master of the new state primary school, who resigned that post and turned
Earnley into a private boys boarding and day school named Earnley Acad-
emy.

Planning for the extension of the church began in 1874. The foundation
stone was laid on 4 November 1875 but construction did not start until
1876 because of the difficulty of re-building on the same site. Not only
was the old church too small but it was also too low in the roof and plans
were drawn up for the removal of the chancel, transepts and vestry and
their later replacement when the nave had been enlarged. The chancel
was removed to the cemetry where it long served as a chapel and a high
eastern section was then built first so that the body of the church could
be dismantled and re-built afterwards. The idea was that the congregation
would continue to use the old church while a completely new one was
built around it. The foundations and walls would be concrete as far as
the window sills but with stone quoins. There were to be gables in the
roof and a circular coloured light but the interior was also to be lit by
three-light gothic-headed windows. The original plans called for a bell-
tower, steeple and organ loft.8

* Weekly Press, Canterbury Times 21 Oct 1882.
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The new St John Baptist, another Mountfort design, was to have been
built by J. J. Robinson for eight hundred and fifty pounds but its com-
pletion was long-delayed and it was not seen in its final form until 1882.
In that year a new nave and aisles were completed by the builders Pollock
and Thompson, the nave pillars being fashioned from the heart of whole
black pines. The unique dormer windows set in the shingle roof gave light
to the strongly contrasting dark-stained arched roof timbers, beams and
white walls. It wasn't quite as long a church as the vestry had hoped for
and was without a west porch. The tower, steeple and organ loft were
left until more money could be raised but the tower and steeple were never
built and the organ consol has been raised only in recent times. A separate
belfrey which was erected behind the church in 1879 as a temporary
measure became a permanent fixutre. The result was a charming, if unfin-
ished, wooden church showing its best face towards High Street and backed
by the towering English trees of Dudley's vicarage.

Dudley must have pressed his congregation very hard in the eighteen-
seventies for he made other demands on their giving — and his own no
less. Apart from the extensions to the church and the vicarage his par-
ishioners also raised the money for an organ and a Sunday school. No
one worked harder for the pipe organ than Charles Merton who organised
a series of concerts from 1875 to 1879 to raise the money for it. The organ
was assembled for dedication and playing at a service in the afternoon
of Thursday 13 February 1879 and in the evening Merton put on another
concert to help pay off the sixty pounds still owing on it.

Disappointed by the direction education was taking at the new primary
school, by the almost total abandonment of the religious education of the
children there, Dudley decided to build a Sunday school on the church
grounds. So while Merton was valliantly raising funds for his organ a
parallel series of bazaars and functions were being held in aid of this new
project. Robinson built the Sunday schoolroom in concrete with stone fac-
ings to a plan by C. G. and C. J. Chapman for four hundred and seventy-
five pounds and it was officially opened on 29 July 1879.

The advancing years wrought little change but age to St John Baptist.
Only four vicars served there in seventy-one years. Archdeacon Dudley
retired to Earnley in 1887 but continued to take services at St Matthews,
Fernside, until his death while preparing for one of his regular Sunday
journeys there in 1892. He was succeeded by the Reverends W. E. Gillam
(1888-1892), F. P. Fendall (1892-1921) and J. F. Feron (1921-31). The
appearance of the church also changed little. The reredos was put in in
1883 and the original shingle roof was replaced by iron in 1901. A new
parish hall was built on to the Sunday school in 1923 during the Reverend
Feron's ministry.9
9 For details of the later Church and its parish organisations see St John Baptist 1860-1960
a booklet history by Keith O. Bathurst.
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While he was building up his parish facilities Dudley was able to call
on strong lay support. In the earliest years his right-hand laymen were
George Thomson, the lay-reader, G. J. Leech of Brooklands and Charles
d'Auvergne. Much of the money-raising in the eighteen-seventies was or-
ganised by Charles Merton and Charles Chapman. Since those days suc-
cessive generations of a number of families have worked consistently in
the interests of St John Baptist and its congregation, notably the Leech,
d'Auvergne, Mehrtens, Thompson, Golding, Tyler and Smith families. A
few are rememoered by a plate or by furniture but the majority remain,
understandably, un-recognised.

As the years passed the church became a repository of memorials to
parishoners, vicars, and vestrymen and, like the parish churches of England,
a little of the history of the town can be seen on its pillars and walls,
in the windows and furniture, on the woodwork and around the grounds.
Dudley is remembered in the east window and the dead of two world
wars in the churchyard cross and a stained glass window in the south tran-
sept. The lectern, vestry and lychgate are memorials to members of the
Dickhoff family while the communion vessels are in memory of George
Gibbs-Jordan who was organist and choirmaster for thirty years. The chan-
cel holds a number of small memorials to the Fendall family and through-
out the church there are tablets, furniture, windows and religious objects
bearing names once prominent in the affairs of the town.

The old vicarage stood in semi-seclusion among its sycamores, oaks and
hazels for eighty-four years, reached by a shaded curving shingle drive
and overlooking a well-groomed lawn. Bowls and croquet were being
played on the lawn about the turn of the century, encouraged by the Rever-
end Fendall who was himself quite a sportsman. The vicarage lawn was
also the setting for the annual garden parties every November. Work stalls
and produce tents were tucked in amongst the trees, the brass band played
lazily in the warm summer sun and there were strawberries and cream,
a lucky dip and a treasure hunt among the deep shrubberies for the chil-
dren. This very English scene, for which the grounds were so naturally
suited, lost some of its charm with the dismantling of the old vicarage
in 1958. The new vicarage, which was completed in that year, took the
form of a modern bungalow and was sited to the front of Dudley's grounds,
close to the roadway.

THE BAPTISTS

The first non-Anglicans to appear among the immigrants of the eighteen-
fifties were the Baptists who formed around William Ivory. Ivory arrived
at Rangiora in 1855 with William Stapleforth and other members of the
family followed. They were all Baptists, William Ivory's father being pastor
of a Baptist church at Costessy, Norwich, and they met first in Ivory's
cottage and then in the Church of England schoolroom.
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On 20 October 1862 William and Aquila Ivory, T. S. Mannering and
seven others formed a Baptist congregation and the following year they
built a small chapel in Victoria Street almost opposite Queen Street. Known
to its members as Little Bethel it was the first Baptist church in Canterbury
and its teachings followed Calvinist doctrines.

William Ivory was the leader of the group from its foundation until
1874 and in the nurseryman they had an eloquent preacher. Seldom did
his sermons finish in less than an hour and a half, often they took longer,
so that the hour of the congregation's Sunday dinner was dependent on
his casual sense of time. After discussing this delicate matter with him
the deacons procured a clock with a large and bold face and hung it in
full view of the pulpit. Ivory was followed by William Sansom senior, a
tailor by trade, and Sansom's sermons followed the same tradition, running
to thirteen or fourteen foolscap sheets.

Sansom acted as pastor for a considerable time but after he had retired
the congregation was unable to find a successor and Little Bethel was
closed. One by one its members scattered themselves among the other de-
nominations some going to the Anglican and Presbyterian churches while
others formed the nucleus of a group later to be known as the Bretheren
and who were to meet in the Gospel and Oddfellow halls.

In September 1895 the Canterbury Baptist Association took over the
church and was able to appoint a student, the Reverend W. Lamb, to
take charge there. Lamb was ordained the following year and the church
was enlarged, continuing to serve a small Baptist community until 1962.
Little Bethel stood inconspicuously among some gum trees at the end of
a short pathway. At the front stood an oak named the 'Cossy Oak' after
the Ivory Chapel at Norwich. Miss M. Breach played the organ there for
fifty-eight years.1.

The final services.in the old chapel were held on 27 October 1962 and
a week later the first services were held in a new church, formerly the
Bretheren church on the corner of Victoria and Queen Street. This change
took place just one hundred years after the formation of the first Baptist
congregation in 1862.

TRINITY CHURCH

Trinity Church is a union of two streams of Methodist belief, two variants
of Methodism which arrived on immigrant ships during the years 1857
to 1864. Few in number at first the Rangiora Methodists gathered regularly
at cottage meetings in their homes but at quite an early date a philosophical
division appeared in their ranks and they split. When it would have been
better to unite to gain strength and to survive in such a small and isolated

1 Most information about this old chapel comes from the reminiscences of C. I. Jennings
but see also Canterbury Times 15 Oct 1902 and Press 30 Oct 1962.
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place one group, the more numerous, styled themselves United Free
Methodists and built a church in Victoria Street. The loyal followers of
John Wesley took a year or two longer to increase their numbers and then
built a chapel in Ashley Street. The two sects worshipped separately until
the national union of the United Free and Wesleyan churches took place
in 1896.

The leader of the United Free Methodists was George Booth who came
out from England on the Zealandia, arriving in November 18592 Booth
had trained as a ship-builder but he bought land on the west boundary
of Brooklands and, in April 1860, an acre section in Victoria Street, and
turned to farming. Tradition has it that a handful of his followers first
met in his cottage but of its whereabouts — on the Woodend Road or
in Victoria Street — there is no certain clue. A year or two after Booth's
arrival the small band began to plan a chapel. It is generally accepted
that this church was built before Booth left for Christchurch where he
founded the Methodist Free Church in 1864 but very little is known of
it or its date of opening. It was the first United Free Methodist Church
in New Zealand and was built on Booth's Victoria Street section in 1863-4.
T. S. Mannering of Birch Hill conducted the first services in it and its
scattered congregation walked and rode in from Fernside, Woodend, Flax-
ton and Ashley. The building was also used as a day school and the services
were usually taken by laymen.

The first chapel was replaced by a larger church in 1875. This new build-
ing had a plain dado and plaster interior, a raised platform instead of
a pulpit and a bible board. It had a capacity of about two hundred and
the opening services were conducted by the Reverend Samuel Macfarlane
on 12 December 1875. Macfarlane was appointed to the new church as
its first permanent resident minister.3

Apart from Booth, who maintained contact with the Rangiora chapel,
the early pillars of United Free Methodism were J. and H. Seed, James
Withers, J. Strong and James Sharplin. Their numbers increased from con-
tinuing migration throughout the eighteen-sixties but at the same time the
Wesleyans were also growing in number.

The Wesleyan Methodists began to gather at cottage classes a year or
two after their Free bretheren, that is, about 1862. A Wesleyan Church
Society was in existence in 1862 but its numbers were small. In the mid-
'sixties David Graham, a Southbrook farmer, assumed the leadership of
the society while services were being conducted by visiting preachers from
the Durham Street Methodist Church in Christchurch. The congregation

2 See immigrant records, Canterbury Museum. This should be noted in view of the claim
that Booth first brought the Rangiora United Free Methodists together and that their chapel
was the first church built in Rangiora. Apart from the Anglican chapel built in 1856 St
John Baptist was actually under construction when Booth first arrived in Lyttelton.

3 For a detailed account of Methodism in Rangiora see Light in the Clearing by F. A. Lane.
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came from well-beyond the town, as far away as Oxford, and in 1868
they were able to build a church on their own freehold land in Ashley
Street. Little is known about this Wesleyan chapel except that it was a
small wooden building, that it cost one hundred and fifty pounds to build
and was opened free of debt. The Reverend J. B. Richardson, the resident
minister at Kaiapoi, took the first services for the chapel was within the
Kaiapoi circuit but in 1869 a second minister, the Reverend W. Beck, was
appointed to Kaiapoi and given the preaching appointments at Rangiora.

This early church was in fact a district church for its trustees represented
a congregation which lay scattered between the hills and the sea. Apart
from Graham its founders were John Thompson, the Southbrook
storekeeper, James Sharplin, an Oxford sawmiller, Joseph Kine, a car-
penter, James Thompson, the Ashley school teacher, Thomas Free, who
had a store across the Ashley, Thomas Wilson, a Woodend farmer and
Matthew Hall, a cooper and the first mayor of Kaiapoi. As the eighteen-
seventies came and their tide of new immigrants touched North Canterbury
little knots of Methodist settlement began to appear in the country around
the town. Consequently new chapels were built in numbers, some under
the guidance of Rangiora trustees. Southbrook and Woodend were two
townships whose Methodism was as strong, possibly stronger than Rangi-
ora, but nevertheless Rangiora was made the centre of a new circuit in
1873.

It was now apparent that the Ashley Street chapel was badly situated.
The railway line to Oxford was being built beside it and the Club Hotel
had opened across the line on the opposite corner. The chapel was moved
to Southbrook, on the way getting stuck in the Northbrook Stream and
requiring a bullock team from Oxford to get it out. The site was sold to
William Burt and the congregation followed the chapel to Southbrook until
a new church was built.

The site chosen for the new church was in King Street south just a few
yards from High Street. The church itself was designed by John Rutland
and was another example of the work of the builder J. J. Robinson. It
was opened by the Reverend James Buller, President of the Conference,
on Sunday 5 December 1875 and was dedicated to the Holy Trinity. More
ecclesiastic in appearance the new building was also much larger than the
two chapels and supported a slim, steeple-like bell turret. It was lit by
regularly spaced gothic-headed lights and had four ventilation gables on
each side of its high steeply-pitched roof. When it was first opened King
Street south was known as South Street and had hardly been formed and
it stood in an open paddock with long grass all round it.

The Church of the Holy Trinity was the church of the Wesleyans from
1875 to 1896 and during those years the congregation gradually built up
a very close Methodist society. Soon after the building was completed a
Sunday school was meeting under the superintendency of Samual Ayers
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and a schoolroom was built in 1886 to house it. A large two-storied parson-
age was erected in King Street south in 1876-7 and between 1885 and
1897 the choir was trained by F. J. Cumberworth the headmaster of the
Borough School. Class meetings also became a unifing force within the
church, each class being composed of twelve people and including a leader
who was responsible for observing Wesley's dictum that he must see its
members once a week and enquire how their souls prospered. A mutual
Improvement Society was also started in 1884 and, like the Free Church's
Social Institute, it held readings, recitations, discussions and debates on
all kinds of literary religious, moral and material themes.

The union of the United Free and Wesleyan congregations took place
in 1896 under the guidance and mediation of the Reverend T. C. Carr,
Superintendent Minister of the circuit. Members of the Free Church Trust
joined the Wesleyan Trust Board to manage the affairs of Trinity Church
and the church itself was enlarged. The old United Free church was shifted
from Victoria Street in 1898 to become part of A. Plackett's business prem-
ises in High Street.

In the period 1896 to 1920 the congregations combined quite har-
moniously and the younger members of both chapels gradually took over
the duties of their pioneering elders. A pipe organ was bought from the
East Belt Methodist Church Christchurch for seventy-five pounds in 1907
and J. T. Withers, a Free Methodist, became organist. C. S. Ayers took
over the Sunday School in 1910 when W. H. Foster retired after a superin-
tendency of twenty-four years. Others to take a leading part in church
affairs were F. B. Lane, Harry Taylor, and members of the Ayers family.

In April 1921 the Reverend Adolphus N. Scotter B.A. took up residence
in the ageing King Street south parsonage and there began a new post-war
surge of activity around Trinity Church. Scotter arrived by motor-car and
was therefore able to give a speedier and more frequent service to the
outer chapels of his circuit. The horse and trap on which his predecessors
had relied was sold. A telephone was also installed in the parsonage. In
September 1921 a bazaar luncheon and flower show was held in the Drill
Hall, the first of a long annual series, to raise money for a new parsonage.
This was built in King Street north on a section donated by Samuel Ayers
and it was first used in 1926 just after Scotter had gone. A young people's
club was formed in 1934 and by the late nineteen-thirties the congregation
had begun to consider the building of a new church. The shingled roof
of the old church was in a poor condition, in fact too dangerous a state
to work on to repair. On wet days the rain poured through the roof and
services had to be held in the bible class rooms. This situation was aggra-
vated by the Second World War, the consequent shortage of building
materials and government building restrictions.

The new Trinity Church was finally completed in concrete and opened
with a ceremony on a showery midwinter Saturday afternoon, 7 June 1952,
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during the ministry of the Reverend C. E. Dickens. It had been built by
A. H. T. Benjes. The door was unlocked and opened by Mrs F. B. Lane,
a former Free Methodist and mayoress and mother of the church organist
Alec Lane who had been accompanying services since 1922. The furnish-
ings of the new church were soon provided by different societies and indi-
vidual members of the congregation, the pulpit in memory of the Foster
family, the Bible by Mrs F. B.Lane and the pulpit chair by Mrs M. Oates
and Miss N. Harman. Harry Taylor restored the original kauri pews which
continued in use until 1959 and there were many gifts from those, like
the Ayers, Bennett, Rowe, Dennis, Dodge and Smith families, who had
given a lifetime of loyalty to their church.

Trinity Church continues to prosper. Since 1952 its congregational societ-
ies and clubs have remained healthily active and while, at the turn of
the century, they would have put a lot of their energies into the temperance
movement, since 1952 it would appear that the trend has been more
towards the provision of facilities and training for youth.

ST MARY AND ST FRANCIS DE SALES

Roman Catholicism was not strongly represented among the first Canter-
bury immigrants but the few catholics who settled around Rangiora and
Loburn were visited occasionally by the Reverend Father John Claudius
Chervier, a French missionary priest who came to Christchurch in 1861
and who held mission services at Kaiapoi and Brackenbridge from time
to time. Chervier was a builder of early churches and in the late eighteen-
sixties he started a fund for the building of a church at Rangiora. Among
the money-raising activities was the raffling of two acres of land at Kaiapoi,
donated by the Reverend Chartaignier, and Mrs Percival gave the church
site in Victoria Street.

The new church, a wooden building, was described on its completion
as 'a chapel' and, 'no small edifice', and it was opened by Father Chervier
with Divine Service on Sunday 31st July 1870. After Mass Chervier
delivered a special sermon to a good attendance of local parishioners and
visitors from Kaiapoi and Christchurch, the Christchurch congregation pro-
viding a choir for the occasion.4

Mrs Percival gave land in one acre blocks for a cemetery, a school and
a priest's house. The cemetery, which was situated behind the church, was
consecrated on 28 July 1871 by the Reverend Father Boibieux the occasion
being the first burial, that of Donald McGrath, who had died after an
accident while ploughing at Oxford. A year later a large churchyard cross
was erected in the cemetery. This cross stood fifteen feet high and was
carved from a solid black pine trunk twenty feet in length.5

*Lyttelton Times 30 Jul, 2 Aug 1870; Weekly Press 2 Aug 1870.
sLyttelton Times 31 Jul 1871; 2 Jul 1872.
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The growing population in the early 'seventies put a severe strain on
the small band of Canterbury missionary priests so that the northern Cath-
olics experienced long periods of neglect. In February 1873 the Bishop
of the newly-created see of Dunedin, Bishop Moran, visited Rangiora
preaching with the assistance of Father Chervier and again consecrating
the burial ground. After the service Westby Brook Percival delivered an
address on behalf of the congregation praying that a priest be found who
would reside permanently in the town. But there was a critical shortage
of priests everywhere and Bishop Moran was unable to offer any immediate
hope.6 Two years later another attempt was made to obtain a resident
minister to serve the wider district of Kaiapoi, Rangiora and Loburn, but
it was not until 1877 that someone was found.

In that year Father Chervier gave up the northern part of his rural circuit
to the Reverend Father Binsfeld S.M. who had been the first churchman
to invade the rugged quarters of Westland's goldmining community and
who had performed exacting missionary work there under the most appal-
lingly difficult circumstances and primitive living conditions. A popular
and genial man Binsfeld gathered up his one hundred and eighty scattered
families and organised them into a proper parish centred on Rangiora.

His first task as resident priest was to establish a residence. The new
presbytery, a large two-storey building containing eleven rooms, was com-
pleted adjacent to the church on 2 May 1878 and on that evening Binsfeld
entertained the twenty gentlemen of the building committee in his new
quarters. A dominant feature of Victoria Street for about eighty years this
full, four-square, wooden edifice was built by J. J. Robinson. It was de-
signed by, and the work was supervised by, James Taaffe, the Mandeville
and Rangiora Road Board's clerk and surveyor. The house and stable cost
about nine hundred and seventy pounds and when they were finished one
hundred and eighty pounds still remained to be paid.7

The Reverend Father Binsfeld covered a very extensive tract of country
from the Waimakariri to the Conway. He preached at Kaiapoi, Rangiora,
Brackenbridge, Loburn and Oxford and had a most difficult task uniting
his widespread charges into a homogeneous congregation. To help achieve
this he organised picnics and social gatherings and with the aid of itinerant
temperance missionaries he built up a strong temperance movement
around his church in the late eighteen-seventies.

In the early eighteen-eighties planning began for a new church but at
the same time Binsfeld continued to improve and extend the old one. In
1883 the sacristy was enlarged and the aisle and transepts were match-lined
and dado-ed. An 'American organ' was purchased, a choir organised and
a new bell was ordered from Paris. The bell, in A Flat, was shipped out

'Weekly Press 8 Feb 1873.
7 Canterbury Times 11 May 1878.
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from France on the British King and was delivered at the church in January
1884. Because the bell-tower was not strong enough to support it the bell
was hung from a temporary tripod outside. It was consecrated by Bishop
Redwood on 27 April 1884.8

The new church was opened on Sunday 17 October 1886 by Bishop
Redwood with a special consecration service and confirmation and it was
dedicated to St Mary and St Francis de Sales, the latter a martyr killed
by natives in the pacific. After the building was blessed the doors were
thrown open and about four hundred people crowded in, a special train
having brought a number of visitors and a choir from Christchurch. The
interior was decorated with ferns, tree fronds and flowers, the Reverend
Father Binsfeld said Mass while the Christchurch choir conducted by H.
H. Loughnan sang the Ave Maria. Mrs Loughnan played the organ. The
Reverend Dr Redwood preached his sermon on the words of the Evangelist
John — 'The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and
truth'.9

The old church was converted into a primary school which opened with
thirty-two pupils in February 1887. Named St Joseph's it was first staffed
by the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart who had moved the previous
year into a house opposite the church, a building absolutely unsuited as
a convent and to their calling. The Sisters of St Joseph lived there until
1898 when they were replaced by the Sisters of Notre Dame des Missions,
for whom the large brick convent was built on the corner of George and
Victoria Streets. In great contrast to the old convent this fine new structure
was a contemporary of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament and, costing
about two thousand pounds, was competing with it for funds. The burden
on the parish was therefore heavy but the money was eventually found
and the convent was opened during the priesthood of the Reverend Father
Hyland by Bishop Grimes on Sunday 3 March 1907. It was built by Wadey
and Efford.

Father Hyland, later Dean Hyland, occupied the Presbytery from 1899
until his death there in 1922 and was therefore the parish's first really
long-serving priest. The roll of St Joseph's rose towards the hundred mark
during his earlier years and the convent was just one of the changes he
introduced. A new brick school was built in 1913 and the Sanctuary was
added in 1922. At the same time Hyland had been encouraging the social
life of the parish and about 1923 the old Church of England schoolroom
in High Street was acquired and moved to Buckham Street where, as the
Celtic Hall, it became the headquarters of the Celtic Club. For many years
this long and narrow little wooden hall was used for debates, rifle shooting,
euchre parties, concerts and dances while the Celtic Tennis Club had courts
on the property.
iLyttelton Times 17 Jul 1883; 12 Jan 1884; 29 Apr 1884.
9Ibi 18 Oct 1886.
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Fathers Lean (1923^17) and Joyce (1947-55) followed Hyland but when
Father Ron O'Gorman arrived in 1955 further improvement of the parish
facilities was begun. The old presbytery, now nearly eighty years old, was
replaced by a modern bungalow-style presbytery on the north side of the
church. It was dedicated by Bishop Joyce on 25 June 1956. The old bell
tower was then found to be unsafe and the main supports barely able
to carry the steeple and heavy bell. The steeple was dismantled and the
bell mounted in a low, open, modern, concrete tower in front of the church
in 1960.

Shortly after Father O'Gorman's appointment a start was made to find
the money for a new parish community centre. It was the biggest project
in the history of the St Mary and St Francis de Sales congregation and
took fifteen years of fund-raising before construction could begin. The pro-
ject cost fifty-eight thousand dollars and the building, on the old presbytery
site, was opened and dedicated by the Most Reverend B. P. Ashby on
30 October 1971. Appropriately enough it was named Chervier Centre to
perpetuate the memory of the pioneer French priest.

JOHN KNOX CHURCH

Most of the very early work in the name of the Presbyterian Church in
North Canterbury was accomplished by the Reverend William Hogg who
traversed a long and and difficult missionary circuit out of Kaiapoi, and
later Sefton, between 1863 and 1872. There were very few Presbyterians
in and around Rangiora before 1870 but these few, mainly Scots, helped
to swell the Reverend Kirton's small congregation at Kaiapoi. Sometimes
they gathered to hear Kirton or Hogg preach in the Oddfellows' new hall
but they were never very strong in number. Kirton died in 1871 and he
was succeeded by the Reverend W. McGregor who came to North Canter-
bury at a time when an increase in immigration was just beginning to
show itself. McGregor was a missionary of the Canterbury Presbyterian
Church Extension Association and he began holding services in the Odd-
fellows Hall every Sunday afternoon. From the moment of McGregor's
arrival the numbers began to grow and the small hall's cramped quarters
could not hold them.

Early in 1872 a small committee was set up to plan a new church —
the four 'Johns' of the congregation, John Johnston, John Mcfarlane, John
Sinclair and John Duff, with Thomas Keir and Mrs Sinclair. At their first
meeting, at the Junction Hotel, of which Sinclair was the proprietor, it
was decided to canvass the town for donations and support and within
two months the committee was able to purchase a quarter-acre section
on the main road through the town and commence building. The site was
on the south side of the main street, near the Anglican church, and the
church itself, a small plain rectangular hall only thirty feet long and twenty-
two feet wide but seating one hundred and four people comfortably, was
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Rangiora Borough Council and staff, 1947-50. Rangiora Early Record Society
Standing L. to R., H. O. Alford, R. A. Carpenter, C. J. Edlin, H. R. Taylor, J. V. Rowland, G. A. McAlpine, A. E. Whitehouse,
W. K. Nicholson, H. H. Matthews, R. W. Burgess. Sitting L. to R., C. S. Ayers, J. M. Fraser, C. W. Tyler, Mrs M. Tyler, F. T. Ager.
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Museum

Hon. David Buddo. Canterbury
Museum

Major-General Sir Howard K.
Kippenberger K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O.,
ED., L.L.D.

James Ernest Strachan. G.C.
Beattie.

Mrs Dorothy Harris, Lady Mayor of Rangiora. Rangiora
Borough Council.

Opening Day, Bowling Croquet and Tennis Club. Rangiora Early Record Society

Lawn Tennis Club Executive 1929. Rangiora Early Record Society
Standing L. to R., Dr. L. M. King, L. P. Devlin, H. H. Schluter, W. C. Prosser, A. H. Palairet,
T. H. Blain, Dr. E. S. McPhail. Sitting, Mrs. T. Shankland, J. R. Deal, E. D. R. Smith,
F. B. Glasgow, Miss J. Glasgow.
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Record Society

The Rangiora Cricket Team 1934-35. Rangio,* ^ui., kc^ord Society
Standing L. to R., F. E. Devlin, L. S. Smith, T. H. Blain, W. Steel, J. C. Lain, H. L. Kinley,
A. J. Woodward, H. A. Bennett, A. V. Miller. Sitting, P. G. Roberts, G. M. Morgan, A.
L. Lockhard, H. K. Kippenberger, F. W. Mehrtens.



built by J. J. Robinson at a cost, with the land, of 208 pounds. It was
opened on Sunday 15 September 1872.1

The inaugaural service was conducted by the Reverend A. F. Douglas
who was Moderator of the Kaiapoi District and he took as the text for
his address Acts, chapter five, verse twenty — 'Go stand and speak in the
Temple of the people all the words of this life'. There were two hundred
people present at the morning service and one hundred and fifty at the
afternoon service which was taken by the Reverend McGregor. It was the
first church to open under the auspices of the Presbyterian Extension As-
sociation.

On the Monday evening folowing the inaugaural service the public were
invited to join a meeting in the church. A party from Christchurch attended
and one of them, John Anderson, presided. There were several speeches
and Charles Merton, as was usual whatever the occasion, provided the
music. His choir of Melford House school boarders, supplemented by Luke
Hunnibell, John Johnston and himself, sang anthems. Johnston, as
treasurer for the enterprise, gave an account of his spending and some
of the twenty-six pounds remaining to be paid on the church was collected
during the evening. Others urged those present to start a Sunday school
and someone touched a raw nerve by recommending that the congregation
purchase a harmonium for such an instrument, it was said, should be an
absolutely necessity. There was strong opposition to a harmonium among
the older members of the congregation.

Five years later the church was enlarged to seat two hundred and on
8 April 1880 the congregation finally arranged a disjunction from Kaiapoi
so that they could be a separate charge. Until 1885 students of the Christ-
church Presbytery took the morning and evening services but in that year
a request to become a charge with a fully-ordained minister was granted.
The first minister was the Reverend James McKellar, who had been only
recently licensed, but his health failed after two years and he resigned.
Before another call could be made the church found that it was in financial
difficulty and that the supporting of another minister would only add to
its problems. The congregation did, however, secure the services of the
Reverend James Smellie, recently arrived from Scotland, on a temporary
basis until they were in a position to make the arrangement a permanent
one. Smellie and his congregation worked to repair the financial situation
so successfully that in 1888 they were able to build the first manse in
Church Street north.2

Smellie was followed by the Reverend P. R. Munro (1891-96) a forceful

1 Weekly Press 11 May 1872; Lyttelton Times 18 Sept 1872
2A detailed study of John Knox and its associated activities and societies may be found in
two booklets, one written by C. I. Jennings (pub. 1947) the other by Eileen M. Campbell
(pub. 1972).
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preacher, a leading prohibitionist and a popular man who did not like
the simple lines of his church or its setting and he had it turned through
ninety degrees so that it stood parallel with High Street, and added some
ornamental woodwork to it. The church remained in this way, on the south
side of High Street between Church Street and King Street, and behind
a road-side row of ornamental shrubs and trees, until 1922 when the present
John Knox was opened on a corner of High and King Streets. After this
it became the hall of the Orange Lodge and, more recently, a grocery
store.

In the opening years of the new century the congregation debated two
matters of importance to them, union with the Methodist and Congre-
gational Churches and the building of a new church. The first was rejected
while the replacement of the old church was brought up again in 1912
when a building fund and a building committee were set up. About this
time a good site on the corner of High and King Streets became available
and was bought for two hundred and fifty pounds, this sum being guaran-
teed in loans and donations by three gentlemen of the congregation. Fund
raising was intensified during the First World War in spite of all the other
wartime demands and when two thousand pounds had been raised a start
was begun.

John Knox was designed by a Christchurch architect, Duncan Brown,
and after a long delay caused by post-war shortages of material and rising
costs C. I. Jennings laid the foundation stone on 9 May 1922. The church
was to cost 3,800 pounds altogether and was completed the following Sep-
tember by the Christchurch builder C. Calvert. The dedication ceremony,
on 28 September 1922, was held in conjunction with the fiftieth jubilee
of the old church. The dedicatory prayer was offered by the Moderator
of the General Assembly, the Reverend D. Dutton, and in the evening
the new church echoed to a musical programme presented by the choir.

A choir had first been formed by John Johnston soon after the opening
of the first church and a small organ was installed over the protestations
of some of the older folk who were quite content with the custom of singing
psalms and paraphrases unaccompanied. The first organist was Edward
Jennings a fifteen year old pupil teacher at the primary school.

The Sunday School dates back to March 1875 when it was first organised
by the choirmaster's father, William Johston. It was held in the old church
until 1922 and then in the Oddfellows Hall. In September 1934 the Sunday
school was opened adjacent to the church and thereon it also served as
a social hall for the congregation.

Over the years, particularly those first difficult years before 1885 when
the Rangiora Presbyterians were unable to support a resident minister,
the congregation did not want for leaders. They owed much to their early
elders notably William and John Johnston, Malcolm Macfarlane (who gave
the old manse site) and Thomas Keir. For length of service it would be
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difficult to ignore that of Charles Ivory Jennings who was fifty-five years
in the choir, part of it as choirmaster, and thirty-seven years as church
secretary as well as filling other functions on the church's executive.

Apart from the addition of the Sunday school hall in 1934 there have
been other changes to John Knox and its environs. The handsome stone
and iron fence along King and High Streets was built early in 1932 the
gift of Mrs T. Wyllie, a generous friend of the church. When the hall
was completed the Board of Managers sold the old manse and built a
new one in King Street opposite the church. It was dedicated in April
1937. The church itself was considerably altered in 1957 and in 1964 the
adjacent property in High Street was purchased as a Sunday school and
youth centre.

THE SALVATION ARMY

The Salvation Army made its first attack on Christchurch in May 1883
when a group of Salvationists led by a Major Pollard, the commander of
the Army in New Zealand, arrived from Dunedin and held a week of
meetings in the Gaiety Theatre. It was a startling experience for Christ-
church and a bemused public crowded in to the theatre drawn by the
military style of the evangelists, their smart uniforms and their band, the
direct and open confessions, the 'knee drill' and the Hallelujah responses.
A great 'Council of War', a service followed by a feast, drew two thousand
people but the novelty of it also attracted ruffians from the streets and
the police were called in to keep order.3

The standard of the Salvation Army was first raised in Rangiora by
a Salvationist calling himself Happy Tom who conducted two meetings
in that same Army style in the Institute Hall on Sunday 2 December 1883.
The afternoon service was well attended and in the evening the hall was
crowded to the doors.

After setting up a barracks in Eckersely's grain store, Kaiapoi, the Army's
Flying Squad opened its main assault on Rangiora in the evening of Satur-
day 21 March 1884 to a quiet reception but on the Sunday evening the
hall was again crowded to excess. It was reported that while the Army's
enemies were present in force, contrary to expectation there were no dis-
turbances.

Some of these enemies, the hooligans and hecklers who made things
difficult for the Army as it advanced across Canterbury, met their match
at a meeting held by a Captain Patrick in the Good Templar Hall in July
1884. Two of them tried to man-handle a young Salvationist named Buck-
ingham, otherwise known as 'the baby' and who stood six and half feet
tall. One was ejected with such force that he required medical attention.
The fracas had a sequel in the courthouse where the magistrate weighed

^Lyttehon Times 21 May 1883
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up the assaults against the provocation, apportioned blame equally and
dismissed the charges.

A corps was officially established in the town on 29 July 1884 at a cer-.
emony in the Institute Hall where, before an audience of four hundred
people, the Rangiora Royal Rangers became the 20th New Zealand Corps
of the Salvation Army and received their colours from Mrs Pollard.4

The Flying Squad having completed its work it then moved on to Sefton
where it was soon helping the local residents raise money for a church.
It left behind three lassies to keep the blood-red banner flying, Lieutenant
Lizie Cowper and cadets Needham and Sneddon who held their first meet-
ings in a private cottage. From the cottage they moved to Noble's blackr
smith's shop on the corner of Cone Street using the anvil as a penitent
form, that is, where penitents knelt and made their confession. Towards
the end of 1884 the corps was granted the use of the hall of the Good
Templars in Albert Street after coming to some agreement that it be length-
ened to accommodate the numbers the Army had been drawing to its meet-
ings. Within a year or two the corps also had its own band which not
only accompanied the hymn singing but also joined the Brass Band carroll-
ing through the town at Christmas, an old custom which was already being
observed in the mid-'eighties.5

Before the end of that decade the Salvation Army had also begun to
make its traditional stand before the public in Victoria Street, just round
the corner from High Street, but the right to hold these outdoor services
was not won easily. There were many in the town who objected to hymn
singing, praying and sermons on the road-side. Opposition to the practise
grew in the late 'eighties and there was much pressure on the local police
to have it stopped, as had been done in other parts of New Zealand. That
time came on a Sunday morning in 1889. A man was driving his trap
along Victoria Street when he came upon the Salvation Army kneeling
in a circle on Johnston's side of the road so that he could not pass. Retreat-
ing down the street he returned a few minutes later to find his way again
obstructed. The third time the trap approached the kneeling circle a police-
man, who had been standing on the footpath, arrested three of the kneeling
Salvationists.6

Two young men duly appeared in the Magistrate's Court on a charge
of obstructing a public road and in spite of evidence by William Bridget,
who had been watching, that there had been room for the trap to pass
on the far side of the street, the Magistrate found for the prosecution.
The men were fined but refused to pay, accepting instead the alternative
of twenty-four hours hard labour. On their return to Rangiora from prison

*Lyttelton Times 4 Dec 1883; 25 Mar 1884; 24, 31 Jul 1884; 13 Aug 1884
Mbid 11 Dec 1884
6Ibid 11, 13 Sep 1889.
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the Salvationists found the whole corps at the railway station to meet them
and after a hearty welcome the band led them, and a supporting crowd,
in triumphal procession through the town.

After the court case the Salvation Army were not allowed to meet on
the street so they gathered on an open section by Johnston's blacksmith
shop on the corner of High and Victoria Streets. They met here until John-
ston's new buildings went up in 1896, finding it difficult to win acceptance
from the town and suffering from time to time from eggs and flour thrown
at them by passers by, particularly from the bar door of the Junction op-
posite. These were the days of Saturday late-nights when the army sang
to, and called for the conversion of, the crowds of shoppers, drinkers and(

footballers who thronged the streets until late. Later they went back on
to Victoria Street on the east side but keeping well to the side of the road.

After some years based at the Good Templars' Hall the corps acquired
a building of its own in Ashley Street, probably about 1893. This building
had been used by A. P. Tutton as a wool, skin and grain store but it
was cleaned up and renovated and served the Salvation Army until 1961.
Its replacement was a larger, modern hall and was built on the same site
by Lieutenant G. S. Waring and a number of helpers. It was opened on
21 April 1962.
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