
CHAPTER EIGHT - 

POLITICAL WOMEN. 

To apply the term "political" to a woman these days is almost 
derogatory, but in the broader sense of the word it was what the 
promoters of the enfranchisement of women were seeking. It was hoped 
that through their enfranchisement women would be able to participate 
in decision-making at all levels of society so that society itself would be 
more balanced. What the promoters did not foresee was the length of time 
it would take for women to have sufficient confidence in themselves to 
seek office in any organisation. Most, if not all, of the women in the 
Waimakariri District who have gone on to gain an  elected office have 
begun in some child related organisation. Plunket, kindergarten, 
playcentre, nursery school, P.T.A., sports clubs, guides and scouts, 
committees have all acted as  training grounds for the political women of 
the District. These voluntary committees in many cases would collapse 
if their women members withdrew. Work on very small committees has 
led some women to work on the regional and then national bodies of the 
respective organisations. 

On the invitation of a neighbour Linda Stone attended a few very 
interesting meetings at the Ohoka School in about 1955. The meetings 
were run by the Ohoka School P.T.A. On the enrolment of her oldest child 
at  the school in 1959 Linda had no hesitation in becoming a member of 
the P.T.A. and it was not long before she became a delegate to the North 
Canterbury Federation. As a delegate she was then entitled to attend the 
national conferences. At her first conference Linda Stone met the 
founder of the P.T.A. movement in New Zealand, Arny Slack of Auckland. 
Mrs Slack, a teacher, had arrived in New Zealand from England during 
World War Two and had worked very hard to establish the movement in 
her adopted country. Linda remembered Mrs Slack with a great deal of 
affection because of her kindly manner in guiding the young and 
inexperienced Ohoka delegate both through the intricacies of her first 
national conference and, in particular, through the frightening task of 
speaking to her remit on rural education. Linda felt that the help she 

received from Mrs Slack was invaluable in her decision to remain as  a 
delegate. In 1974 Linda was elected to the national executive and in 1978 
she became the national president of the P.T.A. making her only the third 
woman president in the thirty year history of the association to that date. 
At the same time as  she was assuming the national leadership of the 
P.T.A. Linda was still working just as  hard at  the local level. In 1978 she 
began a two year term as  the president of the Rangiora High School P.T.A. 

In 1980 the organisation contained twenty one district federations 
throughout the country. As the federations ranged in size from five to 
more than one hundred school affiliates Linda Stone headed a movement 
that represented thousands of parents. She believed that the P.T.A. was 
the most effective way to bring the thoughts and opinions of parents to 
the notice of the Minister of Education and his Departmental officials. 
Linda found that there was feedback from the Government on the issues 
raised by the Association and because of this there was a very strong link 
for the P.T.A. to decisions made on policy considerations of the govern- 
ment concerning its educational policies. An example of the process in 
operation was evidenced by the discussion that took place after the 
release of the 1977 Johnson Report on Education. The P.T.A. spent ayear 
in obtaining as  many views from parents on the report a s  it could. There 
were some disagreements with some of the recommendations of the 
Report but overall the basic concepts were accepted by most members. 

Linda's husband Harold was also involved in educational matters 
through his membership over the years of the Ohoka School Committee, 
the Rangiora School Board of Governors and the Canterbury Education 
Board. Linda observed that the Stone household was a meeting place of 
both idealism and practicality. Idealism was typified by the P.T.A. with 
its concern over the aims of education rather than the means by which 
education was to be achieved. 

Linda Stone's achievements on the national body of her voluntary 
organisation were mirrored by other women in the District who 
graduated to serve at national level. For many women, however, the next 
step after the voluntary committee work to a more influential political 
career took the form of election to a primary school committee or a 
secondary school Board of Governors. Since the advent of 'Tomorrow's 
Schools" this has meant election to a Board ofTrustees. In the beginning 
the least intimidating option was election to a primary school committee 
but even towards the end of their existence school committees were 
mostly run by men. It was also rare for women to serve on secondary 
school Boards of Governors. However that situation changed dramati- 
cally with the first elections to Boards of Trustees in 1989. The very 
effective advertising campaign leading up to the elections almost cer- 
tainly encouraged large numbers ofwomen to let their names go forward 
for nomination and from these a substantial proportion were elected to 
Boards. In some cases women became the first chairperson of the new 
governing body of their schools, a situation that was not possible when 
the first school committees were instituted as  women were not eligible to 
S [and for election. 



In the era before 1989, politically aware women often took their 
first step in politics through local bodies. Florence Clemett was the first 
woman in the Waimakariri District to be elected to a local body. In 
1962 at  the age of fiftysix Flo was elected to the Kaiapoi Borough 
Council. Her community service up until that time had been 
with her membership of the Red Cross, the Country Women's Institute 
(C.W.I.) , the Women's Division of the Federated Farmers (W.D .F.F.) 
and the women's section of the Returned Servicemen's Association 
(R.S.A.). She was also an  active member of her church serving at 
many levels. 

Before her marriage Flo had trained as  a dental nurse and then after 
five years in practice she trained as  a general nurse. At the completion 
of her general nursing training at Christchurch Public Hospital Flo 
worked her way through the various promotional steps until she reached 
the status of sister. She was then offered a job in Raetihi which she 
accepted and there, Flo met her husband. After the birth of their first 
child the Clemett family moved south to Christchurch. Six years after the 
birth of their second child the family moved to Kaiapoi where Flo herself 
had come at the age of six. Both of her children were educated at  Flo's 
old school, Kaiapoi Borough. 

Flo served for four consecutive terms on the Kaiapoi Borough Council 
and during that time chaired the committees concerned with the Library, 
Pensioners' rental and ownership flats, Welfare, Council buildings and 
Housing. Through her membership of the Kaiapoi Borough Council Flo 
became a member of the Summit Road Authority and was a Christchurch 
Regional Planning representative. In addition to her Council and regional 
bodies work at this same period Flo took on full time work as  the Kaiapoi 
Borough's Pensioners' Liaison and Welfare Officer. Her achievements 
during this time when many people would be considering retirement 
were remarkable. In 1976 Flo was awarded the Q.S.M. 

The first woman to serve on the Rangiora Borough Council was Lynda 
Jean Bamford who served from 1968 to 1972 but her achievement has 
largely been eclipsed by Dorothy Harris who was elected to the Rangiora 
Borough Council in 1974. Dorothy's experience of community work 
began with her membership of the Te Kuiti branch of the Plunket Society. 
She held the position of secretary of that branch for fifteen years. While 
in Te Kuiti Dorothy was a co-founder of one of the first Play Centres in 
the area. After the Harris family settled in Rangiora Dorothy took on the 
task of being the Secretary-Organiser of the Educational Development 
Conference for Canterbury-Westland in 1973. 

Dorothy's responsibilities during the six years she was a councillor 
included Borough representation on the Library Services Committee. 
the Community Arts Council, the Nurse Maude Committee, 
the Canterbury Promotional Council and the Recording of Canterbury 
Early Settlers. In addition she was the North Canterbury Representative 
on the Geriatric Advisory Committee of the North Canterbury 
Hospital Board, a member of the Sports Stadium Trust and Youth 
Trust. In 1978 she was a member of the Borough Centennial 
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Committee. As if that was not enough, Dorothy also involved herself in 
Adult Education and the Adult Reading Programme. 

In 1980 Dorothy stood for and was elected Mayor of the Borough, a 
position she held for two terms. It was during this time that she began 
the work that she is most remembered for. Soon after the passing of the 
Local Government Amendment Act in 1 985 Dorothy initiated amalgama- 
tion talks with the Rangiora County Council. It seemed obvious that the 
interests of both local authorities were parallel in most aspects of 
administration and in some areas such as  Civil Defence one in the same. 
It had also become faintly ridiculous to have the headquarters of 
both authorities in the one town with two staffing groups performing 
duties which could quite simply have been done by a single group. In 
conjunction with the Chairman of the County Council, Trevor Inch, 
Dorothy Harris issued a statement in March 1985 advising that it was 
the intention of both bodies to work towards amalgamation. In fact 
the negotiations were remarkably trouble-free and the two bodies 
achieved amalgamation shortly before the 1986 local body elections. 
Dorothy Harris therefore, was not only the last mayor of the Rangiora 
Borough Council but she was also the first mayor of the new Rangiora 
District Council. 

During her time as  Mayor, Dorothy, a s  a member of the Canterbury 
United Council, was on the Transport, Regional Planning, Policy and 
Resources and Air Pollution Committees. As well as  a local view of such 
matters she also gained a regional appreciation of them. Dorothy also 
spent five years of the period between 1980 and 1986 as  chairman of the 
North Canterbury Branch of the Heart Foundation. She recommenced 
her regional work from 1992 with her membership of the Canterbury 
Regional Council representing the North Canterbury Constituency. On 
this body she has undertaken work on the Consents and Environmental 
Resource Planning and Resource Management Services and is a member 
of the sub-committees and working parties dealing with the Waimakariri 
River, Landfill Management, the Waipara River, Noxious Plants, Policy 
Statement and Coastal Management. 

Dorothy keeps up her membership of the Historic Places Trust, the 
Federation Of University Women and the Federation of New Zealand 
Justices of the Peace. She is the current Patron of the Rangiora Garden 
Club and a former Patron of the Rangiora Arthritic Society. One of 
her regrets is that she has been unable to retain her membership 
of Soroptimists as  the meetings of that group often clashed with 
Council meetings. 

The community service that Dorothy Harris has undertaken appears 
to be overwhelming. However in the context of the political women of the 
Waimakariri District it is the norm. 

Lyn Clark's path to election came through her work. She is one of the 
youngest women Councillors to have served the District. In a sense her 
a-chievements have been in the reverse order to that of most of the other 
political women. Her family background had inclined her towards local 
body politics. Her grandfather, William Henry Radcliffe, was involved in 
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local affairs in both Governor's Bay and Heathcote. Her great-uncle, 
William Radcliffe, was a Lyttelton Borough councillor between 1890 and 
19 17 holding the mayoralty of that town three times during that period, 
1899-1900, 1903-04 and 1915-17. 

Lyn was appointed to the position of secretary to the Kaiapoi Town 
Clerk in March 1970. She continued in that work until the birth of her 
daughter in 1973 at which point she took on part-time work as  the 
Council's Committee Secretary. Both of these positions gave Lyn the 
necessary insight into the job of a Councillor and so in 1974 she put her 
name forward and was elected to the Council. During her time on the 
Council she was Chairman of the Library, Housing and Municipal 
Buildings Committee. In both political and personal senses Lyn's life was 
extraordinarily busy during the three years she was on the Council. 
Kaiapoi was undergoing a period of expansion with the development of 
the Golden Groves Sub-division. This required the extension of the 
sewerage, power and lighting services. In addition the public water 
supply for the whole town was upgraded. The provision of the high 
pressure water system modernised the service thus making the town a 
more attractive place in which to live. Lyn's most lasting contribution to 
Kaiapoi, however, was her submission that the main throughfare should 
be renamed Williams Street. She believed this to be an appropriate 
recognition for both Williams families who had father and son members 
of the Council and serving Mayors. There was a great deal of discussion 
firstly on the wisdom of changing the names of the thoroughfare and 
secondly on what name should be adopted. It was finally decided adopt 
Lyn's suggestion and in April 1978 the throughfare officially became 
Williams Street. At that date Lyn was no longer on the Council having 
failed to be re-elected in 1977. While probably a disappointment at  the 
time, it allowed Lyn to be involved in other community activities. Lyn's 
second child was born in 1975 while she was on the Council which made 
her the only Councillor in Kaiapoi's history to have combined early 
motherhood with Council work. The demands of both tasks are enor- 
mous and while there is every reason to believe that Lyn was able to cope 
with both roles it was, no doubt, a relief to her family to have more of her 
time after 1977. Lyn then involved herself in the local Plunket mothers' 
group and in the establishment of Kaiapoi's second kindergarten in 
Vickery Street. She also served on the St Patrick's School Committee 
holding the office of secretary/treasurer. She has also been on the 
committees of the various sporting clubs to which her children have 
belonged. Lyn looks back on the time she spent on the Council with 
pleasure at a job achieved with the co-operation of others. 

In 1977 as  Lyn Clark was leaving local body politics Edna Mae Smith 
was beginning her involvement which has continued to the present day. 
She is the longest serving woman local body politician in the Waimakariri 
District. Edna was born in Wyndham in 1930 and spent the first ten 
years of her life in Southland. Her first school was St George in South 
Invercargill. In 1940 her family moved to Woodend and Edna's schooling 
was completed at the Woodend School and at  Rangiora High School. The 
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first committee work she was participated in was as  a third former when 
she represented her class. This was such an  enjoyable experience that 
Edna has continued ever since to work on all sorts of committees. She 
has served on the Woodend Library, Church, Plunket, Drama, Hall, 
Brownie, and Community Centre committees. Her great love of sport led 
her to take an interest in local and district sports committees. Edna has 
been a member of the committees which have worked towards the 
provision of better netball and tennis facilities in the district. 

Edna's service to local bodies began with her election as  a Woodend 
Community Councillor and from that position she was elected to 
the Rangiora District Council. Since its inception in 1989 Edna has been 
a Waimakariri District Councillor. As with all the political women in 
the District Edna has managed a full family life as  a wife, mother and 
grandmother. Her current leisure activity is outdoor bowls and this 
gives her a great deal of pleasure and moments of peace in an 
otherwise busy life. 

Another political woman who elected to the Kaiapoi Borough Council 
in the same year Edna Smith became a Woodend Community Councillor 
is Margaret Orpah Cleland. Margaret's life has been one of service to 
whatever community she has belonged to. She was born in Christchurch 
in 192 1 but spent the first ten years of her life at  Barrhill where her family 
had a farm. In 193 1 the family shifted to Highbank to another farm and 
Margaret attended the Methven District High School. She records that 
despite the rather desperate economic times of the depression her family 
was able to send her for her last two years to Christchurch Girls' High 
School. Margaret went from there to Canterbury University and later to 
Christchurch Teachers' Training College where she received her first 
. .  - 
taste ot politics when serving 5s the-vice-president of the student 
Teachers' Association. - - 

After her graduation from Training College Margaret's first appoint- 
ment was to the Methven District High School. This was the period 
immediately prior to the outbreak of World War Two and so Margaret 
spent about ayear relieving in sole charge schools in the Mid-Canterbury 
region before accepting a war appointment at  the Ashburton East 
School. This position enabled her to go home at the weekends to help with 
the farm work as  many of farm workers were overseas serving in the 
armed forces. At the end of the War Margaret returned to Christchurch 
where she had a relieving position at Christchurch East School. It was 
here that Margaret met her husband Lloyd Cleland who was on a 
refresher course after his three years service in the New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force. Margaret and Lloyd were married in 1946. During 
the next ten years they lived in Mid-Canterbury while Lloyd taught at the 
Ashburton Forks and Rokeby schools. While the family was in Ashburton 
Forks Margaret joined the Greenstreet-Ashburton Forks branch of the 
Women's Division of Federated Fanners. She held the offices of treasurer 
a i d  delegate to Provincial. On their move to Rokeby Margaret became 
president of the Mitcham-Rokeby branch of the W.D.F.F. While in 
Rokeby Margaret's pleasure in the spiritual side of life lead her to 



organise an Undenominational Sunday School for sixty-five children 
incorporating four teachers. 

From Rokeby the family moved to the outskirts of Rangiora where she 
and Lloyd combined market gardening and teaching with the raising of 
their four children. After eight years of what Margaret described as avery 
happy period of her life the family moved to Waimate. It was in Waimate 
through her daughters' membership of Guides that Margaret became 
involved with the National Council Of Women of New Zealand. (N.C. W. 
of N.Z.) She was the local Guides Association delegate to N.C.W. of N.Z. 
In the last three years of her time in Waimate she became the president 
of the local N.C.W. of N.Z. 

Margaret Cleland - 
Courtesy M.D. Cleland 

The last move for the family came 
at  the end of six years in Waimate. The 
Clelands returned to North Canter- 
bury, this time to Kaiapoi. Margaret 
continued her membership of N.C.W. 
of N.Z., serving on the Christchurch 
Branch Executive and as  President 
before being made a life member in 
1985. Her return to North Canterbury 
signalled the beginning of a much 
deeper involvement for Margaret in 
community organisations. In 1976 she 
was appointed to the Christchurch 
State Housing Allocation Committee. 
That appointment lasted twelve years, 
the last nine of which was spent as  the 
chairperson. The enrolment of her 
youngest son at Kaiapoi High School 
saw Margaret elected to the Board of 
Governors. She served as  Deputy chair- 
person of the Board from 1976-79. 
This coincided with her election to the 
Kaiapoi Borough Council in 1977. 
Margaret remained on the Council for 
the following three terms until 1986 
when she declined to stand again. 

As is the common experience of 
women councillors, Margaret was the 
chairperson of the Council's Library 
and Community Services Committee. 
a position she held for six years She 

was also the chairperson of the Town Planning Committee for three 
years. These years were significant years for the Borough Council 
with the establishment of the Kaiapoi Community Services Centre and 
the building of a new library for the town. Kaiapoi was experiencing rapid 
growth and there was a need for a centralised community services 
organisation as well as  for the upgrading and expansion of the library. 

Her involvement with the library committee led to Margaret being 
the Local Authorities' delegate on the New Zealand Libraries 
Association Council. 

As well a s  being aware of the needs of the Kaiapoi Borough Margaret, 
through her Council membership of the Canterbury Air Pollution 
Committee of the Canterbury United Council and the Canterbury 
Promotion Council, became aware of the needs and attractions of the 
region. Margaret Cleland appreciated that it was vital that local body 
councillors had an appreciation of the wider context in which their 
decisions for their local area were made. It was this wider consideration 
that led Margaret in the early 1980's to be in favour of the Kaiapoi 
Borough being involved in the regional scheme for the disposal and 
management of waste materials. However it was a cause before its time. 
Although she pressed hard for the Borough's inclusion in the scheme she 
was not supported by the majority of councillors who were against it. 
Kaiapoi developed its own waste management scheme. 

In 1986, at the time of her decision to step down from Council work, 
Margaret began three years work on the North Canterbury Community 
Organisation Grants Committee. In 1989 she was appointed Chairper- 
son of the Papanui District Executive Committee of the Department of 
Social Welfare a position she held until the committee's disbandment in 
199 1. Within her own community Margaret was an original member of 
the Kaiapoi Community Trust and through that organisation saw the 
appointment of a Community Development Officer for the Kaiapoi area. 

Her personal interests have led Margaret to membership of the local 
Red Cross branch, the Day Care for the Elderly Management Committee, 
the Kaiapoi Budget Advisory Management Committee, the Kaiapoi 
Beautiful Towns Committee, and the Waimakariri Environment Com- 
mittee. In addition to the work these committees involve, Margaret is also 
the chairperson of the Waimakariri District Libraries Trust. In 1992 
Margaret joined the Waimakariri District Women's Suffrage Centennial 
Committee and has lent her considerable expertise to a number of the 
projects that have been undertaken by the committee including the 
compilation of this book and organisation of the commemorative church 
service. In 1993 Margaret was awarded the M.B.E. 

As mentioned earlier the spiritual dimension to life has always been 
important and her close involvement with her church resulted in 
Margaret being appointed a Presbyterian Elder in 1975. She has served 
in all branches of the life of the Church. The association with the 
Women's Fellowship and her appointment as  delegate to the Christchurch 
Presbyterial have given Margaret an especial pleasure. 

It would be an understatement to say that her community life has 
been full but throughout it Margaret has had time for her family, home 
and garden as  well as  enjoying the occasional round of golf. 

In her second term as  a councillor Margaret Cleland was joined on the 
council by another woman Peggy Wade. Peggy was born in 1920 in 
England and was educated at Risely Avenue Primary School and 
Tottenham Girls' High School. Peggy's mother, Charlotte May, was a 



suffragette. As a young child Peggy remembers meeting Emmeline 
Pankhurst, the leader of the Suffragette movement in the United 
Kingdom. During World War Two Peggy worked in various areas of war 
service. She had joined the W.V.S. in 1938 and was a courier during the 
evacuation of children and mothers from London to the safer country 
areas. She trained as an medical ambulance attendant with the A.R.P. 
and was stationed in North London. Peggy was married in 1942 and lived 
in London until 1944 when her home was bombed. She then moved to 
Berkshire and began work in the Royal Arsenal Munition Factory. When 
the war ended Peggy moved back to London. 

Emigration in the austere days after World War Two was an attractive 
option that Peggy took up. In 1951 she arrived in Christchurch. Two 
years later she shifted to Kaiapoi which has been her home ever since. 
Peggy's community work began with her voluntary work for the Intellec- 
tually Handicapped Children's Association. (I.H. C.). Peggy began the 
organisation, Friends of the I.H.C., which raised money for the establish- 
ment of a Day Centre in Cashel Street. In Kaiapoi, with her friend Poppy 
Arps, Peggy ran the Kaiapoi Aged Peoples' Occupational Craft class. This 
ran for seventeen years eventually closing down because of lack of 
money. The Craft class catered for approximately forty elderly, disabled 
or hospital referred people who needed a social activity. Over the years 
running the class Peggy always had a band of willing helpers who 
provided transport and hostess services to the participants. 

Peggy's political life began in 1977 with the formation of the Kaiapoi 
Ratepayers and Residents Association. The Association was concerned 
about the direction of the Council and was keen to see more direct 
accountability to the citizens by the Council. It pressed for regular 
meetings with the Council for councillors to be appraised of the feelings 
of the ordinary ratepayers and residents. The Association organised a 
course for would-be councillors just before the 1980 elections. Peggy 
went on the course and through it gained enough confidence to stand for 
and be elected to the 1980 Council. Her area of responsibility was 
chairperson of the Housing committee. During her time on the Housing 
Committee, the Borough Council built twenty-four single pensioner 
flats. Peggy takes pride in her involvement through her membership of 
the Library Committee for the building of the new Library. Her duties on 
the Council also encompassed the chairing of the Social Services 
Committee. Peggy has been the vice-president of the Nurse Maud 
Association in Kaiapoi for ten years. Peggy Wade's contribution has 
perhaps not been as  broad as some of the other political women but 
nevertheless has been most valuable. 

Janice Skurr had a long and varied apprenticeship before she was 
elected to the Oxford County Council in 1980. Janice was born in Akaroa 
in 1940 . In 1964 she married Edward Skurr and took up farming with 
him in the Oxford District. Janice's farming interests led her to join the 
local branch of the Country Girls Club rising to become the president of 
the North Canterbury Country Girls Clubs. In 1969 she became a 
Dominion Executive member. She has also been president of the Oxford 

branch of the Plunket Society and has been awarded the Royal New 
Zealand Plunket Society Loyal and Devoted Service Award. Janice has 
been a member and President of the Oxford District High School P.T.A. 
Her farming expertise has been recognised by the Oxford Young Farmers 
Club who made her their Patron. She is also an  executive member of the 
Rangiora St John Association. In 1976 Janice became the Secretary/ 
Treasurer of the Oxford Agricultural and Pastoral Association, a post she 
still held in 1993. 

In 1980 Janice was elected to the Oxford County Council and in the 
following year she organised the visit of His Royal Highness, Prince 
Charles, to the Oxford Show. Just  after the beginning of her second term 
on the County Council in 1984 Janice was appointed a Justice of the 
Peace. Somewhat unusually for the political women of the Waimakariri, 
Janice was appointed to the chair of the Finance Committee, probably 
the most powerful committee of any local body. She also chaired the 
Reserves and Planning Committees. By her third term beginning in 1986 
Janice had become the Deputy Chairperson of the Oxford County 
Council. As a member of that body she was involved in the amalgamation 
process that took place from 1988 until the formation of the Waimakariri 
District in 1989. One of her most pleasant duties commenced in 1988 
when she became a marriage celebrant. 

Since Janice's election to the Waimakariri District Council in 1989 
she has become the Deputy Controller of Civil Defence in the Waimakariri 
District. She is a committee member of the Waimakariri Irrigation 
Feasibility group. From 1989 until 1992 Janice was the chair of the 
Oxford Ward Committee since which time she has been Deputy Mayor 
of the Waimakariri District. In 1992 she was appointed to the Crown 
Health Enterprise Board. 

Janice's straightforward no-nonsense manner has meant that what- 
ever she has had responsibility for has been accomplished in an efficient 
manner. Janice is a "no frills" person. 

Of all the political women in the Waimakariri District there has been 
only one that can truly claim to be exclusively from the area. Sheila Alice 
Wright was born in 1925 in Rangiora and has lived all her life in the 
district. She was brought up in Ashley. She attended the Ashley School 
from 1930 going from there to Rangiora High School. Sheila completed 
her formal education at  Digby's Commercial School in Christchurch. She 
left Ashley on her marriage to Peter Boyce and went to live in Rangiora 
where she has remained. Her first community involvement, as  with so 
many of the other women, was with the P.T.A. of her children's school. 
Sheila has always been active in her church and that too she shares with 
many of the others. Her love of sport led her to play basketball (netball) 
E nd tennis in her younger days and in her mature years she has taken 
up golf. She has served eight years on the Rangiora Golf Club Committee 
ind was the Ladies captain in 1989-90. Sheila is also a qualified golf 
referee. In 1980 Sheila was elected to the Rangiora Borough Council on 
v-~hich she served two terms. She was then elected to the Rangiora 
District Council and served a term before amalgamation. Somewhat 
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usually for the political women of the Waimakariri Sheila has also 
involved herself in national politics albeit a t  the local level. She is 
currently the Chairperson of the Rangiora Branch of the National Party. 
She ruefully reacted to the statement that she was active in politics with 
the comment " I would rather not be at the moment!" 

Sheila Boyce was joined on the Rangiora Borough Council in l982 by 
the flamboyant, articulate and capable Devon Hotop (or Cooke as  she 
was then known ). It is probably true to say that Devon's presence 
enlivened the discussion around the Council Table. At one point in her 
career a s  a councillor there was some discussion over a pile of dirt in 
Dudley Park, the result of some upgrading work that was being done. 
Devon was proposing all sorts of solutions when one of the other 
councillors, somewhat dryly, chipped in with the comment that it should 
be called Mount Cook(e). 

Devon was born in Cromwell in 194 1 but spent most of her childhood 
in the tiny North Otago settlements of Hampden and Moeraki. Her father 
who had been a fat lamb buyer, bought a farm at Moeraki. Devon 
attended Waitaki Girls' High School and on finishing there decided to 
spend a year working at the Seacliff Psychiatric Hospital to earn enough 
money to finance herself through University. She entered the University 
of Otago's school of Physical Education in 1960 and graduated from 
there with a diploma of physical education in 1962. In 1963, the year of 
her marriage to Brian Cooke, Devon was appointed to the staff of 
Glendowie College in Auckland where she began sports coaching and 
general science teaching. By the time Devon left there in 1965 she was 
the Head of Department in girls' sports. From 1965 to 1968 Devon and 
her husband were in Britain where Devon had extensive teaching 
experience in both primary and secondary schools. Their decision to 
return to New Zealand was predicated by the condition that the place the 
family was to settle should be within easy reach of good skiing slopes. 
Rangiora was the obvious choice. In this period, 1969-74, while her 
children were very young, Devon decided to begin a B.A. degree in history 
and English extra-murally through Massey University. She commented 
that her reading of feminist writings at  that time made a great impact on 
her. At the same time she became interested in community organisa- 
tions; setting up a gym club with her sister-in-law, also a physical 
education graduate, and running an exercise group as  part of an  adult 
education course. In 1974 Devon was offered the opportunity of a short 
term teaching job at  the Otago School of Physical Education. She took it 
on the understanding that she would return home for the December to 
February break. She and her daughters spent the next two and a half 
years commuting between Rangiora and Dunedin. While she was in 
Dunedin, Devon took the opportunity to finish her B.A. In 1976 Devon 
returned to Rangiora and began full-time studies for her M.A. in 
sociology at Canterbury University. Towards the end of that year Devon 
began a job with the Ministry of Recreation and Sport as  an advisory 
officer. Although she was based in Christchurch Devon served the South 
Island from the Waitaki River north. She spent ten years in that position 

while at the same time continuing and completing her university studies 
and sharing in the bringing up of her daughters. It was also during that 
time Devon was elected to the Rangiora Borough Council. She was 
appointed chairperson of the Community Development sub-committee 
and after she had left the Council she remained on the committee as a 
co-opted member. In 1986 she moved from field duties to an  administra- 
tive and managerial role within the Ministry. Devon was now responsible 
for the organisation of the field officers in the South Island north of the 
Waitaki River. From June 1988 until December 1990 Devon was 'the 
South Island Regional Co-ordinator for the New Zealand 1990 Commis- 
sion. This was a mammoth but rewarding task that admirably suited 
both Devon's managerial abilities and people skills. It was during this 
period that she re-entered local body politics through her election to the 
Rangiora Community Ward Committee. This led to Devon's appointment 
to the Regional Inititatives Committee of the Canterbury Regional 
Council. This committee has since been disbanded by the Regional 
Council because of economic restrictions. 

After the 1990 Commission work had been completed Devon accepted 
an acting managerial position with the Ministry of Internal Affairs in 
Wellington. The job involved being responsible for a team developing 
policies which support the Internal Affairs Community Affairs Pro- 
gramme. At the end of that appointment in November 1991 Devon 
accepted the position of acting Field Manager for Community Organisa- 
tion Grants Scheme (COGS) for the South Island. This involves oversee- 
ing the running of the scheme throughout the South Island and being 
responsible for eleven staff, six community co-ordinators and five 
administrative staffwho are based in InvercargUl, Dunedin, Christchurch, 
Westport and Nelson. 

Over her years a s  an employee of the Ministry of Internal affairs Devon 
has been invited to be a visiting lecturer in such institutions as  the 
Christchurch Polytech, Lincoln College (now University), the College of 
Education and various secondary schools in Christchurch. She has also 
been invited to deliver papers at  various local, regional and national 
conferences. 

Although.much of Devon Hotop's time and energy has been spent on 
projects outside the immediate confines of the Waimakariri District, 
because of its nature, her work has had an impact on the area. More 
importantly, she has somehow found the time to participate in commu- 
nity organisations such as  the Rural Women's Educational Trust of 
which she was an  initiating member during 1987-90, the North Canter- 
bury Women's Electoral Lobby Group from 1989, and the Waimakariri 
District 1990 Committee. In 1991 Devon was asked to be the convenor 
of the Waimakariri Environmental Committee which was set up to advise 
the Council on environmental issues in the District. In 1992 she became 
a member of the Waimakariri District Women's Suffrage Centennial 
Committee. 

One of the two women elected to the Kaiapoi Borough Council for the 
first time in 1986 was Patricia Ward. She was born in Christchurch in 



1930 and attended the Mayfield and Linwood North primary schools and 
Avonside Girls' High School. On leaving school Patricia worked as  a proof 
reader at  Simpson and Williams Ltd in Christchurch. She had two office 
jobs, one at  Robert Francis Ltd and the other, also involving sales work, 
at Direct Supply Ltd. Patricia then moved on to work as  a bookings clerk 
becoming one of the first four ground hostesses for the National Airways 
Corporation at  Harewood. With her husband she was a director of Ward 
Photos Ltd a s  well a s  being one of the company's photographers. At about 
the same time she was a freelance writer, mostly of non-fiction, for 
newspapers and magazines both in New Zealand and overseas. From 
1964 until 1982 Patricia was the Kaiapoi correspondent for T h e  Press. 
She was the first woman to do the job and she was mostly self taught. She 
was also the Kaiapoi correspondent for the North Canterbury N e w s  
during its first seven years. After that she became the editor of the 
Northern Outlook, a position she held for two years. In between she found 
time to write and publish three books, Bobs and  Singles, T h e  First 
Century and One Hundred Years  Learning. 

In 1955 Patricia and her husband moved to Kaiapoi where they built 
a new house. In the familiar pattern for political women Patricia became 
involved in community work through the needs of her children. She 
began by going on to the Kaiapoi Plunket Mothers' Club committee and 
then on to the Charles Street Kindergarten Committee. She was presi- 
dent of that committee from 1964-66. Patricia then became the first 
secretary of the Vickery Street Kindergarten Establishment Committee. 
Over the years she also served on committees for the scout group, the 
Brass Band, the Young Wives group of which she became a leader, the 
Kaiapoi W.E.A., the Kaiapoi Borough School P.T.A., the Ranui Club, the 
Waimakariri Covered Pool group and Health group. Patricia served as  
secretary for a number of organisations, the Borough school committee, 
the Riverside Theatre, the Kaiapoi District Historical Society, and the 
Community Centre. She became chairperson of the Day Centre and 
president of the South Island Writers Association in 199 1. 

On her election to the Borough Council in 1986 Patricia Ward was 
appointed to the Town Planning and Electricity committees. She was the 
Council representative on the pollution committee of the Canterbury 
United Council a s  well as  the representative on the Canterbury Promo- 
tion Association. The three years of Patricia's term on the Borough 
Council were the last three years of its existence and so as  a councillor 
she was concerned with the amalgamation of the Borough into the 
Wairnakariri District Council. At the 1989 election Patricia stood for and 
was elected on to the Kaiapoi Community Board. On that body she was 
appointed to the Properties Committee and was the Board representative 
on the Council's electricity committee. During the period 1989-92 
Patricia was the deputy chairperson of the Ashley Promotion Association 
and the secretary for the Kaiapoi Community Trust. 

In the 1992 local body elections Patricia was elected to the Waimakariri 
District Council. This led to her appointment to the Council's committees 
on communication and on resource planning and regulation. She is the 

Council's representative on the Kaiapoi Community Board and the 
Council's nominee director for the proposed Kaiapoi Electricity Ltd. 
She has also been selected a s  the Council's representative on the Ashley 
Promotion Association and the Kaiapoi Community Development 
Trust on which she held the position of secretary. Since the devolution 
of the Kaiapoi Community Trust into the Waimakariri Development 
Trust Patricia has become the Kaiapoi Community's representative 
on the Trust. 

Patricia is the kind of woman who is not afraid of new challenges. This 
has been illustrated by her work in the community. It is more graphically 
shown by her achievements in second chance education. Her first 
challenge in this area was an eighteen week course in creative writing at 
the Christchurch W.E.A in 1962. She followed that with a number of 
other courses over the years until 1977 when she enrolled for the Sixth 
Form Certificate course in English at  Kaiapoi High School. It was not 
documented by the school but both Patricia and the school believe that 
she was their first adult student. At the time Patricia's daughter, Karyn, 
was only three years old and so the school arranged, with the voluntary 
help of fourth form girls, child care. Karyn was joined shortly after by two 
other small girls forming a group for the fourth formers to use a s  part of 
their child development studies. This arrangement was a first for the 
Kaiapoi High School. In 1986-88 Patricia studied at  the University of 
Canterbury for her Certificate of Liberal Studies. 

The other woman to be elected to the Kaiapoi Borough Council in 1986 
as  Barbara Linsey Burgess. She is known by her second name, Linsey. 
Linsey was born in Christchurch in 1946 and was educated at  Hornby 
Primary School and Riccarton High School. When Linsey left school she 
went to work in an accountants office, a position she held for twenty-five 
years. While her children were still young she worked from home and 
when her youngest child went to school she worked part time. 

Linsey married Ron Burgess in 1964 and they came to live in Kaiapoi 
at that time. As with all the other women Linsey became hooked on 
community work through her children. She belonged to the Kaiapoi 
Plunket Mothers' Club and from there went onto the Kaiapoi Plunket 
Committee holding the offices of treasurer and president. When the 
Waimakariri Branch of Plunket was formed Linsey became its treasurer. 
In 1973 she began taking a Girl Guide Company only stopping in 1977 
when she had her fourth baby. In the education field Linsey was on the 
Kaiapoi Kindergarten committee for four years two of which were spent 
as  secretary. She was on the Kaiapoi North School P.T.A. for about four 
years with one as  president of the Association. Linsey was also on the last 
school committee of the Kaiapoi North School before Boards of Trustees 
were introduced in 1989. 

Linsey's major interest in the sports area has been swimming. She 
joined the Kaiapoi Swimming Club committee in 1981 and held 
the offices of secretary and president before resigning in 1992. Linsey 
is still involved with the Club as  the treasurer of the Administration 
Account which runs the pool with a Council grant. She has also been 



involved in the Covered Pool Project since it started in 1986. Her 
other sporting interest has been the Kaiapoi Soccer Club for which 
she acted as treasurer. In addition to these, Linsey has been on the 
Kaiapoi Scout Committee for four years, two of which were as  secretary. 
She has been on the Kaiapoi Co-operating Parish Finance Committee 
for five years. 

Linsey's Council work included membership of the Works and 
Reserves committee. In 1989 Linsey was elected to the Waimakariri 
District Council and was appointed to the Council's Resource Planning 
and Regulation committee. She is also the Council's representative on 
the executive of the Canterbury Tourism Council. 

In common with Patricia Ward, Linsey was the Council's representa- 
tive on the Kaiapoi Community Trust and remained the Council repre- 
sentative when it was turned into the Waimakariri District Community 
Trust in February 1992. At the end of 1992 Linsey was re-elected as  
Waimakariri District Councillor. 

Helen Turnbull was born in Christchurch in 1936. She went to the 
Richmond Primary School and Avonside Girls' High School after which 
Helen trained as  a primary school teacher. She married Harley Turnbull 
in 1954 and moved to a Waikuku town supply dairy farm. The Turnbull 
family stayed on the farm until 1990 when Helen and Harley moved to 
Rangiora and began new careers selling real estate. 

All Helen's community service has been connected with swimming 
either at a provincial level or at a national level. She started in 1949 by 
being a Canterbury Swimming Association representative. In 1949 
Helen also became a member of the Taylor's Mistake Surf Life-saving 
Club and through this association held many women's surf life-saving 
titles. Helen has been a New Zealand timekeeper and examiner for the 
New Zealand Surf Life-saving Association. Shortly before Helen joined 
the Taylor's Mistake Club in 1947 she had become associated with the 
New Zealand Royal Life-saving Society. She has served the Society as  a 
Field Officer, an instructor, an  examiner and as  a councillor. Helen had 
earned many awards from the Society including the Service Cross in 
1990. This led Helen into the administrative side of the sport when she 
became an instructor and coach for the Rangiora Amateur Swimming 
Club. She has served as  president and has been made a Life Member of 
the Club. The Waikuku Beach Life-saving Club has conferred the same 
honour on Helen and she has served it in the same capacities as  she 
served the Swimming Club. 

From 1979 Helen has passed on her love of swimming to many 
children in the Waimakariri District through various learn to swim 
programmes. Some of these she did voluntarily and for others she 
was employed by such organisations a s  the New Zealand Water Safety 
Council and the New Zealand Swimming Federation. In 1980 Helen 
was awarded the New Zealand Swimming Federation's Service Award 
and in 1987 she gained her New Zealand Swimming Teacher's 
Certificate. The Rangiora Borough Council awarded her its service to 
the community award. 

Helen was elected for one term to the Waimakariri District Council in 
1989. 

The last political woman to be considered in this chapter is Beverly 
Shepherd Wright. She was born in Christchurch in 1951 and attended 
the Riccarton Primary School, the Kirkwood Intermediate School and the 
Riccarton High School. When Beverly left school in 1968 she worked as  
a receptionist for J.P.Young and Associates. Her next job was with Mill 
Valley as  a sales consultant working her way through the company until 
she was the North Canterbury manager. Towards the end of Beverly's 
association with Mill Valley she began working in the office of E. J.Adcock 
and Sons. This was a sole charge position. From 1983 Beverly worked in 
sales positions, firstly for Fanners in Rangiora and then as the South 
Island sales representative for D.R.G.Stephens. It was in this company 
that Beverly gained experience in promotional work and that took her on 
to her next job as  Promotions and Marketing Officer for the Orana Park 
Trust Board. In 1992 Beverly established her own promotions company 
and she has worked on a number of exciting projects such the Christchurch 
Action Attractions advertising strategy and the 1992 Christchurch City 
Council's Kidsfest. 

Beverly's community work began with her membership of the 
Somerfield Plunket Committee. From that committee she went on to the 
Somerfield Playcentre committee and this was followed in 1975 by 
membership of the Waikuku Playcentre committee. In 1978 Beverly was 
on the inaugural Queenspark School Committee. She served two terms 
on this committee from 1978-8 1. In 198 1 Beverly was the assistant 
organiser of the World Veteran Games. In 1982 Beverly became the first 
woman member of the Rangiora Jaycee organisation. She followed this 
break through in 1983 by becoming the first woman president of the 
Rangiora Jaycee chapter. During the New Zealand Jaycee Asian Pacific 
Conference in 1983 Beverly was the officer in charge on the site. In 1984 
she took up a position as  the Jaycee Regional training Officer and in 
1986-87 Beverly was the New Zealand Jaycee training team's treasurer/ 
secretary. From 1988-90 Beverly was a member of the Promotions 
committee of the Canterbury Promotions Council. In 1992 she was 
elected a s  a Councillor to the Waimakariri District Council. Beverly is at 
the start of her political career. It is clear that if she chooses to go one with 
it she will do so with the dynamism that she has already shown in her 
work and community service especially that connected with Jaycees. 

Of the twelve women who have been written about in this chapter only 
two have not taken the usual route for women into local body politics, 
that is through a child-related organisation yet all of them have had 
children. The two exceptions, LF Clark and Devon Hotop, both gained 
the confidence required to put themselves forward for public office 
through their employment. In the case of Devon Hotop it is possible that 
her ebuliant personality has always made her sure of herself and the 
direction she was taking. Certainly for Lyn Clark her work for the Kaiapoi 
Borough Council gave her an  insight into the demands placed on a 
councillor. 



All of the political women have combined their service to the various 
Councils to which they have been elected with either a career or a major 
commitment to other communiQ projects and the raising of their 
families. Only they know the extent of the stresses their work loads have 
put on themselves and their families. From an outside perspective it 
seems as  if they were all successful in maximising their talents and 
perhaps making the best of the opportunities that were presented to 
them. CHAPTER NINE - 

WOMEN AND THE LAND. 

In the predominately rural atmosphere of the Waimakariri District 
nobody is very far away from the open spaces of the countryside. Even 
those people living in the towns of the district have more direct 
connections with farming and farm life than those who live in the cities 
of the nation. It was said some years ago that all people in New Zealand 
had links either directly or indirectly with country life. While that may 
no longer be so for many city dwellers it is still true for those living in the 
Waimakariri District. Most people in the district still attend the A and P 
shows held annually in Oxford and Rangiora. These shows give the rural 
town dwellers a s  many opportunities to show the best of what they can 
produce as  they do the country people. It is at  these shows that many of 
the crafts people of the district get the opportunity to exhibit their 
particular goods. But more than that, the shows provide a meeting place 
for the people in the district that is valued by them all. 

Women in the Waimakariri District have always had a close associa- 
tion with the land. At the most basic level women have generally had 
responsibility for the gardens. In the colonial period families were 
dependent on the produce from the garden for most of their fruit and 
vegetable supplies. One of the reasons the settlers gave when seeking to 
have Kaiapoi gazetted as  a town was to gain the authority to put in place 
by-laws prohibiting wandering stock due to the enormous damage such 
animals did to the gardens of the settlers. It was not pleasant to get up 
in the morning and find that a wandering bullock had trampled through 
the next season's plantings. In his survey of the Oxford district in the 
1930's Hugh Somerset found that every home he visited had a garden 
which was worked by the woman of the household. Somerset was told 
that the men were too busy to bother with vegetables but that the garden 
was regarded as half their living. In Oxford at that time fruit was not 
grown to any extent because of the late frosts and the drying effect of the 
nor-west 'wind. Somerset re-visited the area again in the early 1950's and 
recorded the changes that he observed. In the interviews gardening was 
not mentioned specifically as  presumably, by this time, people were 
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