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Preface

The publication of this history of Rangiora arose out of plans to celebrate,
in 1978, the centenary of the formation of the Borough. As always, on
occasions of this nature, the whole town entered into the spirit of the anni-
versary in grand style, beginning on the 24 June with a re-enactment of
the first council meeting which was held on that date in 1878. Before a
big crowd seated in the Public Library (actually the Council Chambers
built in 1907) the Mayor, the Town Clerk, and the councillors of 1978,
attired in period dress and acting the parts of the first councillors, took
their seats round part of the original council table and, by the light of
kerosine lamps, took the oath. The minutes of the first meeting were read,
the author gave biographical details of each member of that original ad-
ministration and a record of the proceedings was filed away for the bicen-
tenary in 2078. In September there was a procession, a banquet and a
ball, the procession surely outclassing all previous processions for size and
the variety of its floats and displays. The Holmwood Home for the Aged
was furnished as a memorial to that first century and this history contains
a record of its achievements.

The first attempt to write down something of Rangiora's past was made
by Miss C. A. Turner in a university thesis in 1921. The Borough Jubilee
celebrations in 1928 inspired C. I. Jennings, a former mayor and resident-
journalist to write a series of articles on facets of early Rangiora and these
appeared periodically in the newspapers between 1928 and 1937. I added
to the general picture with a university thesis in 1949 and again, in 1957,
in Beyond the Waimakariri, which the seven local bodies between the
Waimakariri and the Waipara Rivers had commissioned in 1951 to mark
the centenary of Canterbury. Rangiora occupied only part of that history
which, because of the large and populous area it covered, was restricted
mainly to early and obvious themes. The commissioning of this book has
allowed me to take one of those seven parts and study it in depth and
in detail.

These past works depended a lot on reminiscences, local traditions, pre-
vious articles, reports and material which scattered facts and dates about
freely without regard for accuracy. This made things difficult for the serious
historian. Today, however, through the dedicated work of people in the
archives and libraries of Canterbury, and of a number of scholars who
have spent many years researching a variety of specific interests — biogra-
phy, land, the railways, post offices, to mention some — far more basic
material is available for research and it is far more accessible and reliable.
Consequently, I am tempted to say that it is much easier today to find
out about the past than it used to be. Historians are grateful to archivists



and historical enthusiasts and I have mentioned those to whom I am per-
sonally indebted in my acknowledgements.

This story of Rangiora would not have been published without the in-
terest and goodwill of the Rangiora Borough Council. Canterbury local
bodies have a fine record of sponsoring local histories and without their
financial backing our bookshelves would contain fewer of them and our
appreciation of our local heritage would be very much the poorer. In this
respect we are indebted to Mr John McKenzie, who was Mayor at the
time of the celebrations of 1978, and the councillors of that period, for
their decision to support this project. That interest has been continued
by the present Lady Mayor, Mrs Dorothy Harris. I am particularly appreci-
ative of the assistance and co-operation of Mr Frank Rapley, the Town
Clerk, who has been an indispensible associate in this venture and my
link with the Council and who has attended to the typing of the manuscript
and the business negotiations.

The writing of books, any book, takes a toll of one's own personal in-
terests, one's free time and one's family time and this preface would not
be complete without my acknowledging the patience, tolerance and support
of my wife, Patricia, over the time it has taken to put this story together.

It has been said that while there is a sheep station left in Canterbury
someone will write a book about it. This particular book tells of the passing
years, their highlights and their tragedies, and of the people, of a com-
munity which has always been at the heart of agricultural Canterbury.
It is not an account of the large and the few but of the small and the
many, the agricultural freeholders and their market town and the society
which they have created since the eighteen-fifties. Rangiora, as the Lyttel-
ton Times once reminded its readers, was where the bone and sinew of
Canterbury agriculture had come to reside and so it has been that the
town has played an important role, as yet unsung, in the history of this
province. It is my earnest hope that this book will add a new perspective
to our view of our past and that the reader will gain both instruction and
pleasure from its pages.

D. N. Hawkins
Point Busk Road
Waimate
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