
CHAPTER NINE

The Making of a Market Town

The increasing purchase of waste land in the Mandeville and Rangiora
District and the growth in the number of freehold farms which followed
in the eighteen-sixties put a premium on the limited supplies of stock,
timber, seed and farm equipment. There were certainly opportunities await-
ing the arrival of some entrepreneur in the north from 1858 onward as
the first of the original rural sections began to change hands and farmers
became anxious to procure sheep, cows and horses and to get their first
crops in. Several immigrants attempted to fill this role but where the market
centre of the district was to be wasn't finally determined until the early
eighteen-seventies.

The first sale of any importance north of the Waimakariri took place
not at Kaiapoi but at the accommodation house Alfred St. John White
opened at the north end of Maori Bush about four miles up the North
Road from Kaiapoi. At this sale, in May 1856, G. H. Moore of Glenmark
sold 140 head of cattle which he had imported from Norfolk Island and
some working bullocks.1 About this time an Ohoka sawyer named James
Wylde set himself up as an auctioneer, surveyor, and land and commission
agent at Kaiapoi and began holding sales of stock at the Kaiapoi Hotel
and at White's Woodend stockyard.

James Wylde had landed at Nelson from the James Taylor with Alfred
Rich and Frederick Elmer in October 1853 and the party had made its
way immediately down to Canterbury. Elmer found work with Charles
Torlesse at Rangiora while Wylde and Rich joined the Revells cutting
timber in Ohoka Bush. Wylde also helped form the Kaiapoi-Ohoka cart
track and then entered the commission agency business in a small way
selling Ohoka timber and bush sections. In October 1857 he advertised
that his sales were to be held weekly and that they would be followed
by a sale-dinner in the Kaiapoi Hotel.2

Frederick Elmer soon followed Wylde's lead with a similar business at
Rangiora. He had kept in touch with his ship-board friends, in fact, he
had surprised them one day by turning up at Ohoka Bush after crossing
the swamp from Rangiora, which they had thought impossible, by jumping
from niggerhead to niggerhead. After three years as one of Torlesse's right
lLyttelton Times 4 Jun 1856
2Ibid 13 Dec 1858
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hand men Elmer spent a year overseas and on his return went into business
with his former employer's assistance. In October 1858 Torlesse gave him
the agency for his remaining forested lots and Elmer was in business as
a commission agent. His first auction was held on 5 July 1859 when he
sold some timber belonging to the Reverend Raven but this was not the
first auction at Rangiora. Seven months earlier, on 13 December 1858,
Wylde had held a cattle sale at the Lion Hotel stockyards. Sixty-two head
were sold at what was described as fair prices, steers at twenty-two pounds
ten shillings a pair, cows six pounds ten shillings to nine pounds ten shill-
ings each and young beasts at four pounds a head.3 Torlesse records that
he attended a land auction of Wylde's on 16 May 1859 but found it 'a
very slow affair', perhaps because the Christchurch agent Claude Ollivier
was holding another the following week. Ollivier held stock auctions and
land sales at both Kaiapoi and Rangiora and was probably Wylde's and
Elmer's main competitor.

As immigration increased after 1858 more rural sections, subdivisions
and small-holdings came on the market and Wylde, now wearing Sidey's
mantle, tried his utmost to promote Kaiapoi and to make something of
a commercial centre out of it. He worked from an office in the Assembly
Room, a large building containing an auction room, public hall and shops,
which was built for him in Charles Street. Elmer expanded his Rangiora
business into that of auctioneer, surveyor, land estate and general com-
mission agency based on his store on the Junction Hotel site and with
a partner, Frances Calvert Wilson, who did the surveying. Both Wylde's
and Elmer's agencies were short-lived, however. Wylde, an engineer by
profession before he emigrated, was appointed overseer of public works
for the northern districts by the Provincial Government in 1859 and he
gradually phased out his auctioneering activities to follow his original career.
He joined Edward Dobson as a provincial engineer. Alfred Rich carried on
the agency but did not last very long at it. Elmer and Wilson dissolved their
partnership about 1864-5 Elmer leaving for other parts while Wilson joined
the district surveyor, C. F. Pemberton of Sefton, as his assistant.

By the mid-sixties the marketing of stock and property was in the hands
of others, notably, the Rickman brothers, Robert and Frank, and William
Buss. The Rickmans had arrived on the Royal Stuart in 1855 and had
come up to Rangiora about 1860 to settle on Samuel Andrews's land. They
farmed this land, Ricton, and, indeed, became one of the earliest breeders
of Romneys, but their chief occupation was brewing (which they carried
out at Ricton) and as merchants, valuers, auctioneers and stock dealers.
The brothers leased land on the Direct Road from Westby Percival and
held stock sales there while Robert Rickman filled the void left by Wylde
and Rich at Kaiapoi by conducting sales at the Kaikanui Hotel stockyards.

3Ibid 18 Dec 1858
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But Robert Rickman died and the Kaiapoi branch of the business was
abandoned. Frank Rickman sold his Rangiora yards and business to
William Buss in July 1867 but continued to operate as a land and stock
agent and auctioneer.

William Buss was a Kentish man, from Sellinge, and he came out on
the Roman Emperor in 1860 with his sister. His first big sale was Captain
Fuller's estate, Beaconsfield, at Woodend, and he was advertising land for
sale at the end of 1861. Like those of his predecessors his first sales were
also held at the Lion Hotel stockyards and in 1864 he was joined in a
partnership by E. D. Hepworth which lasted until 1868. Buss and Hepworth
expanded their activities to hotel stockyards at Woodend and elsewhere
but after they bought out Rickman in 1867 the business was based on
the new yards on the Direct Road (Victoria Street).

These fitful efforts to establish a central rural market were not taking
the form that custom might have prescribed. No single feature was so
characteristic of the towns and villages of rural England as the open market
square, the common, the green or central fair ground with an attendant
guildhall, corn exchange or wool mart. The settlers were descended from
men who, for centuries, had bartered and bargained for their calves, horses,
hens and pigs in the village market while their wives sold eggs, vegetables,
butter and home-woven cloth. They could also recall the quarterly and
county fairs which attracted itinerant craftsmen, musicians and entertainers
from far-a-field. It became a matter for debate in the later eighteen-sixties
as to whether these customs of the old country could not be transplanted
into the colony for, far from being an alien form of commerce, it was
also common to the Irish, Scottish and German settlers who made up a
good proportion of the Mandeville District population.

In 1868, the year of the great flood and in times which were becoming
increasingly difficult, there appeared in the Mandeville District a move-
ment to establish quarterly fairs at Rangiora. A small committee — J. E.
Brown, a farmer of Swannanoa, Henry Blackett and Charles Merton, a
man named Pierce and Buss's recent partner, E. D. Hepworth — was formed
to organise one and the group obtained a twenty-one year lease of forty
acres of Westby Percival's land in the centre of the township with access
from the Harewood Forest Road. Yards and pens were built with a capacity
for 20,000 sheep, 2,000 cattle, 500 pigs and horses, as well as a building
or two. Percival supervised the work and managed the first fair which
took place on Thursday 7 January 1869.4

The town rose early as drovers, farmers and visitors began arriving about
day-break. Dealers came up from Christchurch to buy and by mid-morning
quite a crowd had gathered at the fairground. Flags were flown from hotels
and shops and there were stalls and a busy liquor booth, for the day turned

4Press 17 Nov 1868, 8 Jan 1869
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hot and dusty. The farmers sold their own stock (even William Buss sold
some of his) about 1600 sheep, 250 cattle, 50 pigs and 50 horses changing
hands. Percival was congratulated on his conduct of the fair and the enter-
prise was finally judged to have been wholly satisfactory.

The second fair took place in March 1869. The yards were enlarged,
about the same number of people attended but the entries were down.
Selling began about lunch-time and while a satisfactory trade was said
to have been done it began too late for those with a distance to travel
to return home before nightfall. Percival also organised this fair and prob-
ably the others scheduled for June, September and December 1869 and
over which there was a fall in the number of stock presented. The April
fair in 1870 was to have been a harvest fair.

But the Rangiora fairs passed into history, consigned there in 1870 by
the economic recession and by the convenience of Buss's regular market.
Although enthusiasm for the idea re-surfaced from time to time during
the next decade and horse fairs did become a regular occurrence, no open
market of this type was attempted again. The fair-ground yards which
were built for permanency and which were close to Buss's yards were prob-
ably taken over by Buss to become his Central Market and by the time
the eighteen-seventies had advanced very far he was well on the way to
a monopoly of the North Canterbury stock and produce market. Sales
continued to be held at the stockyards of one or two of the Kaiapoi hotels
but rather the Kaiapoi merchants became pre-occupied with the shipping
of the products of North Canterbury across their wharves. The decade
prior to the opening of the railway in 1872 saw the port on the Waimakariri
at its most useful and its busiest. Wool, grain, timber, flax, potatoes, flour
and hides were loaded into small coasters which regularly crossed the
Waimakariri bar in season, weather and seas allowing, and tied up at the
wharves on either side of the swing bridge in the middle of the town.
This, in the eighteen-sixties, appeared to be Kaiapoi's natural function.
Rangiora, on the other hand, was to grow up round its stock and produce

market and its stores.
William Buss started his business with a fine voice but little cash and

no security upon which to base a bank account. Forced to borrow money
on a three months bill at fifteen per-cent he kept going and through hard
work and sound judgement he eventually won the support of the banks
and was able, with their backing, to extend aid to many a struggling farmer.
He married Mary Elizabeth Howard, the youngest of Smith Howard's
daughters, and in the later 'sixties he purchased a farm on the Woodend'
Road on the east side of the Howard farm and brewery. A tall, good-
looking and well-informed man with a bushy beard Buss provided a service
which brought farmers into the town once a month, then once a fortnight,
then every Tuesday, for over forty years. His word was his bond and it
was his integrity, his persistence and his optimism which led to the re-
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forming of the Northern Agricultural and Pastoral Association in 1874 with
its headquarters in Rangiora. It was Buss who made Rangiora a farmers'
town and in time his Central Market spread over much of the block be-
tween Victoria, Alfred and Percival Streets.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE TOWN IN THE EIGHTEEN-SIXTIES

When the Rickman brothers and William Buss began holding their sales
and auctions at the Lion Hotel in the years 1861-2 the hotel, its stables
and stockyards stood in a five acre paddock on the south side of the road
to Harewood Forest and where it was attended by John Wilson's store,
William Sansom's bakery and James Horniblow's wheelwright's shop a few
steps, in that order to the east. Three other small clusters of buildings
then appeared further along the road, one at the corner of the cart track
leading to the Ashley, a second around Henry Blackett's store about the
centre of the township and a third at the Rangiora Arms, some distance
to the west. As the Mandeville District settlers made more use of Rangiora
as their market town the stores, hotels and tradesmen's workshops along
this mile of roadway slowly increased in number throughout the eighteen-
sixties but not in any spectacular fashion, for the decade was quite a diffi-
cult one. About forty men were in business in 1861 in a small way and
after ten years in which many of them experienced very hard times their
number had just doubled.

In 1863 a blacksmith named Mark Melbourne opened a shop between
Sansom and Horniblow but he died two years later. This opened the way
for William Noble, another blacksmith, but whether he practised in Mel-
bourne's premises or between Wilson's store and the Lion, a site he occu-
pied in the later eighteen-seventies, is not known. John Wilson sold up
in 1865 to return to England, or so he advertised, but the sale was a mort-
gagee's sale and coincided with the bankruptcy of his good friend George
Black, Kaiapoi's first storekeeper. Black probably had an interest still in
the Rangiora store. After Wilson closed his neighbour, William Sansom,
added general storekeeping to his bakery and tailor's business. The land
behind this row of four shops and their two or three cottages, was being
used by the Rangiora cricketers as a cricket ground.

The front block of Torlesse's section from the Lion Hotel to the Direct
Road came into the hands of a sawyer named Jabez Frost in 1857 but
G. J. Leech bought it from him for eighty pounds. Leech planted some
gorse, put a post and rail fence round it and kept it as an investment.
In 1864 two nephews of Mrs Leech named Thomas and John Thompson
arrived from Cumberland and Leech sold them a quarter-acre on the Direct
Road corner for forty pounds.5 The two young men grubbed up the gorse
and opened a grocery and drapery store which also became the favourite

'Reminiscence by Charles Leech, North Canterbury Gazette 13 Jul 1934
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sweet shop of the children of the town. The Lyttelton Times was delivered
there by the six o'clock coach in the later 'sixties and Robert Aherne, who
worked in the store after the early death of John Thompson, became the
agent and Rangiora's first newspaper reporter.

The land to the west of Thompson's store and the Direct Road lay empty
and flax-covered, fifty acres of it, right down to the Northbrook Stream.
This was nominally Westby Percival's land, part of a two hundred acre
parcel which did not come on to the open market until 1873. Percival
came from Carrickmakeegan, Ireland, and had served with a cavalry unit
in India. His father, Captain Westby Percival, had been an officer in the
42nd Highlander Regiment and his mother was a daughter of a General
Hawkshaw. His wife, formerly Sarah Brook Bailey, was the daughter of
a John Bailey, of Harwich and Great Oakley, Essex, a doctor of medicine.
John Bailey had died leaving his daughter two thousand pounds in property
and assets so that upon her engagement to Percival and their decision
to emigrate to New Zealand six hundred pounds was raised against the
estate and invested in a Canterbury Association land order. A marriage
settlement was then made whereby the property, and any investments of
the inheritance, were placed in the hands of two trustees, Edgar Bailey,
an uncle of Southsea, Hampshire, and Frederick Davison, an organ builder
of London, and the income obtained was to be paid to Sarah Bailey free
of her husband's control and his indebtedness. In this way the Bailey family
in England kept a firm hand on the Percival assets in Canterbury.6

Some time after their marriage the Percivals sailed for New Zealand
by way of Tasmania where a son, Westby Brook, was born and they did
not arrive in Canterbury, apparently, until early in 1855. Their two hundred
acres had been chosen long before, fifty acres at Governor's Bay, two simi-
lar sections at Papanui and the one at Rangiora. The Rangiora section
(226a) had been selected by Charles Torlesse who leased it for fifteen
pounds a year until Percival's arrival when, as Percival had agreed, Torlesse
would buy it for two hundred pounds. The sale never went through and
Torlesse was probably the first to discover, much to his disgust, that despite
agreements that Percival might make over this land he had no legal right

to sell it.
Westby Hawkshaw Percival was a tall, powerful, strongly-bearded,

broad-shouldered Irishman with a big voice and a quarrelsome nature
which was to colour his reputation with both the public and the law. He
first appeared as a joint proprietor of the Golden Fleece in Christchurch
in 1855 but the hotel was badly'run and a nuisance to the police. In a
short time, and not for the last, he was bankrupt and there followed a
long-running dispute with the Provincial Government over a road it had

6 References, Deeds Register: 2D233, 60D295, 65D294, Lands and Survey Department Christ-

church.
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mistakenly constructed over his land at Governor's Bay. By 1859, after
further battles with the law and his creditors, he was to be found living
in Lincoln Road and towards the end of that year he stood for the Avon
District in a Provincial Council by-election. He received not a solitary vote.7

Ever ready to attack his detractors and those who crossed him in long
well-penned but arrogant and aggressive letters to the newspaper he was
in turn publically branded as a loud-mouthed agitator, a braggart and
a bully. In June 1861 he was sentenced to a year's hard labour for assault
on a female and after his release from prison he brought his wife and
young son up to Rangiora and built a house on his section. Notoriety
followed him there. The long dispute over the Governor's Bay road was
brought to a conclusion in 1864 by arbitration in his favour. He was
awarded 1218 pounds compensation, far more than the land was worth,
and much to the disgust of an enraged public.8

After his arrival at Rangiora Percival made different attempts to earn
a living. In 1864 he opened a timber yard and agency for the two Oxford
sawmills but the following year he was running a covered passenger con-
veyance between Rangiora and Kaiapoi, going bankrupt again and losing
his horses and vehicles. After this failure he fell back on his only asset,
his wife's land. The Rangiora section had been subdivided in 1859 into
building lots, with reserves for a saleyard, a market building, an hotel and
an access road but the plan remained undeveloped because, in all prob-
ability, the trustees blocked possible sales. In 1866 he was advertising
quarter-acre sections on a twenty-one year lease at seven pounds ten shill-
ings per annum and offering his creditors first option. There were also
three six-roomed cottages available for rent and Percival appears to have
resigned himself to the life of a gentleman dependent on the income from
his wife's property.9 There was one more disreputable episode, in 1866,
when he attempted to incite the entire newly-formed volunteer rifle com-
pany to resign because his command was not acceptable to the authorities
but in spite of this, and although further dogged by bankruptcy, he spent
the remaining few years of his life working to promote Rangiora as a busi-
ness and market centre and fighting to win for it a place on the northern
railway. He organised public meetings and his undoubted literary and ora-
torical qualities were allowed to flourish at last in a good cause. He was
thus able, in those last years before his death in 1872, to redeem his repu-
tation to a certain extent.1

1 Lyttelton Times 30 Nov 1859
8lbid 3 Mar 1864
'Advertisements Ibid 9 Mar 1859, 18 Aug 1866.
•In the burial register of the church of St. Mary and St. Francis de Sales Percival's name
is recorded as Francis Westby Percival. His mother's name, Hawkshaw, which he always
used, is missing. His son, Sir Westby Brook Perceval, later changed the spelling of his name
from the Irish to the more acceptable English form.
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The availability of the Percival sections for lease in the mid-eighteen-
sixties opened up a long frontage on the Direct and Harewood Forest
Roads but only a small handfull of businessmen took them up, namely,
John Johnston, Hugh Boyd, Thomas Keir, John James Robinson and Frank
Rickman, the last-named being the only lessee on the Direct Road.

John Johnston, a Scot from Aberdeenshire and a blacksmith, had arrived
with his father on the Mystery in 1859. He worked first for a Lyttelton
blacksmith and then at John Anderson's foundry in Christchurch. In 1863
he moved up to Rangiora and opened a blacksmith's shop on the north
side of the Harewood Forest Road opposite the Direct Road, between
Good's store and Chapman's bakery. After two or three years there he
moved across the road and re-built his smithy on the west corner of the
Direct Road. This corner section was the largest (.625 acres) of the subdiv-
ision and was the one which Percival had reserved for an hotel.2 Johnston
was soon expanding into the repair of agricultural machinery and light
engineering and he lived in a cottage beside his workshop, one of three
cottages which stood together there. The other two were occupied by
Thomas Keir and Hugh Boyd.

Hugh Boyd, from Fenwick, Ayreshire, and Thomas Keir, from Perth-
shire, had met aboard the Mermaid which had brought them out to Canter-
bury in 1864. Boyd made his way to Rangiora almost immediately for
he had relatives there and having been trained as a carpenter he set himself
up as a builder and contractor. Keir stayed in Christchurch a-while before
joining Boyd in the business and the pair operated from a builder's yard
and workshop behind their cottages. The three Scots and neighbours were
soon playing a prominent part in the early development of Rangiora, in
its churches and schools and social and political life. They were, in fact,
to be leaders in the affairs of the town for over forty years.

Beyond Boyd's and Keir's timber yard and on the corner of the access
road into his subdivision stood Westby Percival's own cottage and on the
other corner another builder's yard was established about 1867 by one
of the more prominient of the early carpenters, J. J. Robinson. Beyond
Robinson's yard and in the direction of St. John Baptist there was little
building in that pre-railway period, only the bootshop of Luke Hunnibell.
Hunnibel had arrived by the Balisima in 1864 and had made his way
to Rangiora to join Charles Merton. It has been said that Hunnibell was
a cousin of Mrs Merton, and that the Mertons and Hunnibells had been
acquaintances in Haughley, Suffolk, where Luke Hunnibell had been the

2Johnston's lease was also the most expensive, 41 pounds annually for the first seven years,
61 pounds 17 shillings for the second seven and 82 pounds 10 shillings for the third seven.
On the other hand J. J. Robinson's (the Post Office site) was the cheapest at seven, nine
and twelve pounds for the three seven-year periods of the twenty-one year lease. 34D290
Deeds Register, Lands and Survey Department, Christchurch.
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shoemaker. They were certainly friends and the musical Hunnibell was
an enthusiastic asset to the small Harmonic Society Merton was already
organising in Rangiora. On his arrival Hunnibell set himself up in his
trade in a little cob cottage where he lived near Merton's school on the
corner of the Direct and Northbrook roads but as it became apparent that
the main shopping area was not growing in that direction he moved up
to the Harewood Forest Road.

Across the road from Percival's house and Robinson's yard was Blackett's
store and the combined shops and dwellings of Gulliver the baker, Pring
and Lilly who had been there since 1860 or thereabouts. Between Pring
and Blackett the Mandeville and Rangiora Road Board opened its office
in 1865, a long wooden building running back from the road and with
a steep-pitched front gable. The office contained a room which served as
a meeting room, a magistrates court and a venue for public gatherings.
On Blackett's west side were two two-storied combined shops and dwellings
owned by him and occupied, until they were burnt in 1874, by J. Scott,
a tailor and hairdresser and Richard Truman, another bootmaker.

Lilly's butcher's shop was near the corner of a narrow thirty-link right-of-
way, one of several narrow tracks allowed for during the first section sur-
veys along the north side, and which was to become Durham Street.3 To
the west of this right-of-way were some cottages. The first belonged to
Abraham and William Jones, two labourers who were thought to have
been killed by lightning in 1875 while mowing oats near the Ashley. Lilly
eventually bought the house for himself, enlarged it and named it Rose
Alma. George Dale, a carpenter and undertaker, lived in the next cottage
and then came the cottage of William Gosden an elderly carpenter whose
wife's services were frequently in demand as the town nurse. Beyond the
Gosden cottage was an old shop and then another right-of-way which was
to become King Street north. Up this track a short distance the settlement's
two lodges built their halls, the Masonic Hall on the west side and the
Oddfellows Hall not quite opposite. The track itself was first known as
Oddfellows' Road.

Beyond the Masonic Hall was the Church of England girls school which
was opened in 1868 nearly opposite St. John Baptist. It was built to further
the Reverend B. W. Dudley's policy of strictly segregated education, which
wasn't proving possible within the buildings of Merton's combined school.
The school also served as the Anglican parish hall. Dudley had bought
a large area of land on both sides of the road here and about a hundred
yards west of the church he built a large cob, brick and stucco two-storied
home with dormer windows which gave a fine view of the distant moun-
tains. He named the house Earnley after his first parish in England. The

3Of these thirty or fifty link (half-chain and less) rights-of-way only Good Street at its entrance
remains unwidened.
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land on the north side, opposite Earnley and the church, was laid out
with a square, Earnley square, and two bisecting streets named Earnley
Street and Earnley Place. English trees were planted and the whole design
was probably intended to set off St. John's and to give the town a centre
of character like some English town.

Beyond Dudley's estate were Mrs Bean's store, the Rangiora Arms and
the Nicholas property and on the north side Solomon Stephens's licensed
house and William Smith's farm with Smith's old-fashioned thatched sod
house standing at the end of a drive some distance from the road. In the
later eighteen-sixties John Wheeler opened a butcher's shop on the east
side of Stephens while James Siddons built his blacksmith's shop hard
by the western boundary of the Rangiora Arms.

Stephens eventually got a general hotel licence and his Plough Inn easily
outlasted its rival, the Rangiora Arms, across the road. Papprill, the first
owner and licensee of the Arms, or Rangiora Hotel as it was more com-
monly known, leased it to William Baugh, a hatter by trade, who added
a public assembly room to it in 1866. For a year or two this detached
hall, Baugh's Assembly Room, was a useful addition to the town's limited
facilities and many entertainments, balls, social evenings and public meet-
ings were held there as well as an occasional magic lantern diorama. But
Baugh went bankrupt and his successor, a jeweller, photographer and
watchmaker named Thomas Barnard, suffered the same experience. The
place deteriorated and the licence was allowed to lapse. H. H. de Bourbell
attempted to renew it in 1872 but was unsuccessful and the hotel was
reduced to a boarding house. The Plough Inn thus became the popular
hostelry of the west end of the town and a favourite watering place for
wagoners, travellers and farmers using the Oxford Road. A large and lon-
gish two-storey cottage with one high dormer window set in a steep shingle
roof the hotel faced the road behind a six-pillared verandah with its
English-type sign showing a man ploughing. Soloman Stephens sold it to
Thomas McElvey about 1871 and retired to the nursery garden which he
had been developing a short distance along the road. By 1869 the township
had five hotels.

The owner of the Lion Hotel, Thomas Foster, died in 1862 and Robert
Newton, who had been operating the Rakaia ferry, took over the licence.
Newton had migrated on the Sir Edward Paget in 1856 and it was to the
captain of this ship, Captain Thomas Wycherlie, that he transferred
the licence in 1863 after finding, as the hatter and the watchmaker at the
Arms were to do, that he was unsuited to the hotel business. Among the
other passengers on the Sir Edward Paget in 1856 was John Wilson whose
store stood about a hundred yards along the road from the Lion, and
a Mrs Card, a widow, and her family of six. After their arrival at Lyttelton
Wilson and Wycherlie married two of Mrs Card's daughters and when
Wycherlie finally came ashore they became neighbours. Wycherlie ran the
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Lion until he went bankrupt in 1868 when it came into the hands of a
new licensee named Bassingthwaite. During the eighteen-sixties, and be-
cause of its primary standing as the first hotel and only public gathering
place in the very early days of the settlement, the Lion bar became a
repository for public notices, electoral rolls, advertisements, bills and
posters and a venue for public meetings. The building was built of wood
with an upper-storey lit by a number of dormer windows in a style common
in England. It burned down in mysterious circumstances in June 1871.

Two other hotels appeared in the eighteen-sixties. The first was the Free-
mason's Tavern which was built at the Direct Road ford over the
Southbrook Stream in 1863 by a man named Marshall. The second was
the Junction which was built on the Main Road opposite Johnston the
blacksmith in 1868. The Junction was a two-storied weather-board hotel
with a verandah and balcony running along the eastern half of the road-
side facade. A water trough stood on the road in front of the tap-room
door and a drive-way led to a livery stable at the rear. It was owned and
licensed by John Sinclair with his brother William in partnership, two
staunch Presbyterians who were among the founders of the Presbyterian
Church in Rangiora. The hotel was built on the site of Frederick Elmer's
store which had come into the hands of Edward Good. Good had another
wooden store and attached dwelling built on the west side of the Junction
and where he sold drapery, clothing and Cookham boots. The Junction
sold Hamilton Ward's beer from Christchurch while the Rangiora Arms
sold Howard's beer. Howard's brewery was located on the Woodend Road
just beyond Edward Good's original cottage.4

In those early years before the railway cut through the site of Wilson's
store, shops, tradesmen's yards, hotels and cottages straggled out over a
mile of dirt road between Howard's brewery and the Plough Inn. This
road had several names, the Harewood Road, Oxford Road, Woodend-
Oxford Road and Rangiora-Oxford Road, but none which would identify
it with Rangiora alone or as the main business and residential street of
the town. Some shingle was thrown over it in 1862 and some simple chan-
nelling and kerbing was constructed along its verges in the later 'sixties
but apart from this and the formation of the Mount Grey and Direct Roads
into the town no other road construction or surfacing was carried out until
1875. Many of the tracks which were formed along section boundaries
by settlers to give access to their small-holdings were partially blocked
by flax or clogged with tussock or bull-rushes while a plentiful scattering
of springs, bog-holes and shallow gullies made travelling at night without

4This reconstruction of High Street as it was in the eighteen-sixties and eighteen-seventies
(in a later chapter) has been made possible by reference to the reminiscences of C. I. Jennings
(North Canterbury Gazette 14 May to 3 Dec 1937), checked against the Southern Provinces
Almanac 1860-80; G. R. McDonald Canterbury Biographical Dictionary (Canterbury Mu-
seum); Lands and Survey Department records, newspapers.
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a good lantern very difficult, if not dangerous. The deepest gullies actually
crossed the main road near the Plough and the Junction Hotels, often
carried water and were a hazard to pedestrians. Carts forded the gullies
easily but planks were placed across them for people on foot. Patrons of
the hotels who had over-imbibed had difficulty negotiating the planks and
an occasional enebriate took a ducking in the refuse-choked water below.
The Provincial Government wouldn't recognise the existence of Rangiora;
no township had been planned in that locality, and so, using this as an
excuse, it had not been voting money for improvements there, leaving these
matters entirely in the hands of the Mandeville and Rangiora Road Board.
But the Road Board was too busy providing the district's agricultural set-
tlers with access roading and drainage to pay the town more than token
attention and it was therefore served only by a system of tracks the settlers
made themselves.

With the exception of the Direct Road to Kaiapoi which long remained
in a very bad condition the roads in and out of Rangiora were slowly
improved by the Road Board. Between 1864 and 1872 freight and passen-
ger services also got progressively better and by the time the railway had
driven them off the roads several coaches and covered conveyances were
arriving and departing daily. George Hanmer, William Sadler and then
Frederick Bean had carried the early mails freight and passengers together
in open carts between Kaiapoi and Wilson's store and the Lion Hotel.
William Sansom put another cart on the road in 1863 but by 1865 Bean
was finished. Coach services north of Christchurch were improved in July
1864 when Cobb and Company put a six-horse coach on the road between
Christchurch and the Pier Hotel Kaiapoi, the journey being shortened to
eighty minutes provided there were no stoppages. By the end of 1864 there
was a service between Christchurch and the Hurunui, a daily coach to
Leithfield and three coaches a day to Kaiapoi. The Rangiora-Kaiapoi mail
and passenger run was taken over by William Sansom, the elder son of
William Sansom the baker and tailor, whose premises were next to Wilson's
store. When Wilson sold up in 1865 the post office was transferred to Henry
Blackett's Store.

Sansom had competition. Westby Percival put a covered conveyance on
the Kaiapoi run via Flaxton in April 1865 setting a new standard in comfort
which others had to follow but a year or so later he "was also finished,
bankrupt. The main North Road carriers Cobb and Company and W. H.
Burton ran out to Rangiora for a brief period only, Sansom buying out
Cobb's North Road services and forming a partnership with a veteran
coachman named Sam Lee. Sansom and Lee became one of the biggest
coach proprietors in Canterbury operating four regular coaches and a num-
ber of specials. Their horses, between seventy and one hundred, were put
out on Sansom's three hundred acre farm, Riversdale, on Rivermarsh Road.

By 1871 Sansom's main rival on the Rangiora-Christchurch run was W.
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A. Burt. William Burt had come to Canterbury with his parents on the
Mystery in 1859 and had found work as a station hand at Cheviot. He
then settled in the Amberley district where he failed at wheat farming.
Moving on again to Rangiora he bought a team of horses and went into
business as a freight carrier in competition with the younger Robert Grim-
wood and George Bailey to whom Sansom had left freight carting while
he concentrated on passengers. Expanding quickly into coaching Burt put
two coaches on the Christchurch run, both of them leaving from the Junc-
tion Hotel and finishing at the Zetland. One ran through Woodend and
along the North Road daily in competion with Sansom's coach. The second,
called the Express Coach, ran down to the Masonic Hotel and then took
the Drain Road to Flaxton and the Ohoka, reaching the North Road again
by using the Girder Bridge which spanned the Ohoka and the north branch
of the Waimakariri near their confluence. The Flaxton coach ran four times-
a week and the journey right through to Christchurch cost three shillings:
single and five shillings a double ticket. These services were restricted to
Kaiapoi when the railway reached there in April 1872 and ceased altogether
when the line opened to Rangiora the following November.

The last regular coach out of Rangiora was the Oxford coach. This ser-
vice seems to have been started by Sansom who had the mail contract
in 1867 and was carrying passengers up there twice a week at five shillings
a head. But he dropped the run and by 1869 Thomas Woodfield the Oxford
storekeeper and Henry Blacken were both operating services twice a week.
These in turn were replaced by coaches operated by William Burt and
John Seaton in 1870. Seaton, who was married to Sansom's sister Mary,
had the Oxford run to himself in 1871 with a coach on the road three
days a week, but when the railway reached Rangiora it brought enough
business for him to increase this to a daily service with Oxford and which
he kept up until the railway arrived there in June 1875.

Their coaching businesses at an end Sansom turned to farming his prop-
erty, Riversdale, at Southbrook while Burt bought Frank Dunlop's coal
and timber business. The Oxford branch line was passing hard by the
chapel the Wesleyan Methodists had built on the Ashley Road and the
congregation decided to move the church and sell the land. Burt bought
the section, the only one close to the new railway station which was avail-
able and on it he built a grain store and livery stables. He became Peter
Cunningham and Company's grain-buyer, sold coal, timber and general
farm supplies while his son John opened a livery stable there and had
coaches, carts and horses for hire. This new enterprise of the Burts was
among the first of a number of new businesses which appeared in Rangiora
after the arrival of the railway.
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EARLY SOUTHBROOK

While the Rangiora township was taking shape during the eighteen- sixties
a second settlement was growing up independantly of it on the Southbrook
Stream only a short distance down the Direct Road to Kaiapoi. There
were still a few scattered stands of un-cut timber below the Northbrook
Stream and some of the small holdings bought out of the bush sections
still carried secondary growth. The Direct Road left the Thompsons' store
crossed the Northbrook Stream, passed through the large bay on the north
side of the forest and then through the centre of the forest itself before
emerging to approach the ford over the Southbrook Stream and the Rangi-
ora Swamp which lay beyond. This bush land, mostly purchased by sup-
porters of the Canterbury Association and investors had, by 1870, come
into the hands of settlers and farms and small holdings now extended in
an arc round the south side of the bush from Betshanger to Rivermarsh.

The two farms at the extremities of the arc were being farmed in absen-
tia. After Torlesse's death Rivermarsh was leased in turn to Henry Torlesse,
Crosby Ward, Charles Merton, Horatio Dudding and Samuel Wilson while
John Boys had managers on Betshanger until his retirement from the Gov-
ernment Survey in the mid-'seventies. One of his managers was David
Todd, another of the Suffolk men, who had arrived on the Isabella Hercus
in 1856. Todd married Ann Norfolk of Stoke-by-Nayland and, about 1860,
began farming near the Townsend farm to become one of the first of the
swamp settlers. Old James Townsend, who had been the first agricultural
settler on the south side of the bush, sold up to H. W. Packer and after
he died in 1866, his family left the district. The La Nauzes had also gone.
In the mid-sixties, however, a growing number of smaller farms were being
hacked out of the wet flax and scrubby subdivisions of the Torlesse land
by a number of sawyers and settlers, among them John Roebuck, William
Williams, Henry Broomfield, James Poole, John and Robert Grimwood

and David Graham.
In March 1863 a carpenter named John Marshall bought a block of

Torlesse's land on the north bank of the Southbrook and on the Direct
Road. Marshall built a large house beside the stream, obtained a hotel li-
cence and named it The Freemason's Tavern. He didn't run the Tavern
very long himself for towards the end of 1863 the licence was in the name
of a Christopher Swinebourne, a bootmaker and photographer.
Swinebourne catered for a ball on the premises after the 1864 New Year's
Day sports. Three months, later while another ball was in progress, at two
in the morning and while the dancing was at its height, the hotel narrowly
escaped destruction by fire. The stable and hayloft at the rear were de-
stroyed but the main building was saved. Swinebourne leased the Masonic
for only a year or so and then it was bought, with all the. adjoining land,
by Edward Steggall of the Cam Flourmill.
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Steggall had bought a narrow strip of Marshall's land along the north
bank of the Southbrook in October 1863 and had begun the construction
of a flourmill there, driven by water from the stream. It was also an oatmeal
mill and it was ready for gristing about 1 March 1964. In turn, and probably
as part of the transaction, John Marshall took over Steggall's mill on the
Cam. By the end of 1864, therefore, Edward Steggall owned both the hotel
on the road by the ford and the mill a few yards downstream of it.

Whether Steggall's mill was the first or second on this stream is not
precisely known for about this time the Grimwoods built another flourmill
above the hotel and across the Direct Road. Robert Grimwood was de-
scribed as a miller residing there in 1863 but this may be more a record
of his calling rather than the existence of his mill. The Grimwood land
was purchased on 25th May 1964 so that the Steggall mill was probably
the first. There were, however, two flourmills on the Southbrook in 1865,
Steggall's Southbrook Mill and Grimwood's Rangiora Mill.

The building of the flourmills was followed by the opening of a store
there by John and Joseph Thompson in 1866. Three years later Thomas
Dench started a butcher's business, quite soon after his arrival by the Mer-
maid and about the same time James Withers, a carpenter, established
a builder's yard on the road near the Thompsons' store. Withers, a Lon-
doner, had landed from the Queen of the Mersey in 1862 and had first
joined Joseph Frost, another carpenter, in a partnership in Rangiora.
Robert Grimwood had been a farm labourer in Suffolk but after his arrival
in Rangiora he and his three sons, Robert, James and John, worked land
on the Southbrook Stream and undertook general contracting and carrying
while their father turned to butchering. About 1870-1 Robert Grimwood
senior opened a general store at the bend in the Direct Road where it
crossed the middle brook, the only one of the three streams which actually
flowed through the forest. After his death in 1884 Mrs Grimwood carried
the store on and the localilty became known as Grimwood's corner. Shortly
after Grimwood opened his store about 1872, an immigrant from Monk
Wearmouth, Sunderland, a former bushman named George Watson, set
himself up in another butcher's shop, on the south bank of the stream
nearly opposite the Masonic.

After the building of the two flourmills the power and water in the
streams continued to attract industry. In 1866 Frederick Thorn and a tanner
named McHarg built a fellmongery on the Northbrook Stream nearly op-
posite Merton's school but the main development of the last years of the
decade was in flaxmilling. John and Joseph Thompson the storekeepers,
tried to win something out of the 1869-70 flax boom with a mill on the
Northbrook Stream and a man named George Morton put up another
flax-dressing plant also, probably, on the Northbrook. The Thompsons em-
ployed as their rope-maker a bushman named James Seed who had come
out from Preston, Lancashire. Seed became a partner of the Thompsons
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and was to become a dominant figure in the flax industry over the next
twenty-five years.

The appearance of this settlement of farms, small-holdings, mills and
stores to the south of Rangiora in the eighteen-sixties coincided with the
Provincial Government's plans to push the railway north across the swamp
from Kaiapoi and to build a station, first, down the Direct Road about
a mile from the Masonic Hotel and then, in 1872, almost in the settlement
itself. The way was also being prepared for the provision of a provincial
school and a number of men were hoping to raise a petition for a post
office. The place was being called Rangiora Bush and while there was
a good reason for this, for it was strung out across the site of the old
forest, Rangiora Bush was still so freshly associated with Rangiora that
its use was causing confusion. When a small group of residents, the Grim-
woods, Steggall, Poole, Graham and the Thompsons met to consider apply-
ing for a post office, the name it should bear inevitably came into the
discussion. Two names were favoured, Brentwood and Southbrook.
Southbrook had been the name of the Townsend farm which adjoined
the bush on the Southbrook Stream above the mills while the name Brent-
wood had been given to Dr Brent's block of land which Charles Torlesse
had bought in 1858 and subdivided into small-holdings. The Direct Road
passed through the middle of Brentwood and it was, in reality, the heart
of the settlement. After some argument a vote of the meeting was taken,
and, there being a tie, Steggall, who was chairman, gave his casting vote
for Southbrook. The post office was opened in the Thompsons' store on
1 January 1872 and the township was thereafter known as Southbrook.

A last-minute change to its route brought the railway to Rivermarsh
Road and to an unscheduled opening ceremony on 3 September 1872.
About a year later the Wesleyan Chapel which had stood on the Ashley
Road near the new Rangiora railway station was removed to Southbrook
to a site opposite Withers's yards and where it also came to be used by
the senior classes of a primary school which as yet had no buildings. Apart
from the unsuitability of the Rangiora site most of the Rangiora Wesleyan
congregation lived at Southbrook and so their leader David Graham ar-
ranged the shift for the convenience of all. Graham, who had a farm on
the Riversmarsh Road, was also elected chairman of the first Southbrook
School Committee which, after some dispute and indecision as to whether
one school at Rangiora ought not to serve both townships, and some finan-
cial difficulties which were resolved by a forced levy, finally had a school
opened on 1 October 1874. The Southbrook School was built by James
Withers and began with a roll of fifty-eight children. After this, its founders
turned their attention to the provision of a library and in 1880 the district's
Anglicans consecrated the little concrete church of St. Mary. With the for-
mation of a fire- brigade in 1883, this small and self-reliant little community
was just about complete.
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That such an independant settlement should take root within a scant
two miles of the centre of Rangiora was an odd but natural consequence
of the times. The early subdivision of Brentwood and some neighbouring
sections made good small-holdings available in the early eighteen-sixties
and the soft flax land along the forest margin was heavy and productive.
The farmers in the northern part of the Rangiora Swamp looked first to
Southbrook for their supplies when the cart track through the remnants
of the bush to Rangiora was cut up and in poor condition as it often
was. Then there was the strong Wesleyan bond between the settlement's
leaders, Graham, Withers, Watson, and the Thompson, Grimwood and
Seed families. The Rangiora Methodists belonged mainly to the United
Free sect and had their own church. The Masonic Hotel was always a
popular social focal point but beginning with de Bourbel's sawmill and
the huts the bushmen built there, it was the mills which, in these and
later years, gave Southbrook its identity. They were also important to
Rangiora for the township now became a centre of rural industry as well
as a country market town.

HARD TIMES

Early in 1868 a school mistress named Mrs Smith applied to the Canterbury
Board of Education for an increase in the salary she was receiving for
running the Anglican girls school in the front room of a rented cottage
opposite the church of St. John Baptist. The Board refused and warned
her that neither could she expect any more money from Rangiora for the
members of the parish were poor and 'suffering from the floods, cattle
plague and the price of grain.' The previous year an inspector visiting
the same cottage-school had found only seven pupils present of a roll of
about fifty, a situation which was due, Mrs Smith explained, to an epidemic
of whooping cough.5 The condition of the parish reflected the state of the
township as a whole and epidemics, floods and droughts, stock and crop
diseases, a lack of business and farming experience and poor prices were
only some of the difficulties which lay ahead of the settlers of the eighteen-
fifties and eighteen-sixties and which brought a number of them to their
knees. Few of them had an easy passage through these decades and the
inevitability of disaster striking some of those who had sailed from England
so full of hope and ambition was quite soon fulfilled. Accident and illness
struck at Rangiora from the very beginning and a number of its early
families were mauled by misfortune. By 1870 even the future of the town-
ship itself seemed in jeopardy.

The road from the Lyttelton jetty to Rangiora was a fairly short journey
and there were many who made it comfortably in a cart in a day to find

'Canterbury Education Commission Minutes 1863-71, 27 Aug 1868.
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relatives and friends waiting for them and work and accommodation at
the end of it. But there were also many who walked that road carrying
as much of their belongings as they could manage or would immediately
need, finding themselves among strangers and with little prospect other
than a patch of flax to clear and drain. Quite large families had to live
for a long period of time on the resources they had with them and they
pitched their tents, slung a canvas sheet over a cart or dray or fossicked
in the bush for branches, slabs or timber to make a V-hut or a lean-to
which they thatched with toi-toi or flax. These crude shelters became the
temporary homes of numbers of immigrants until a little cottage could
be built or until the family mastered the art of making cob or sun-dried
bricks. The Humphreys family built a thatched cottage of planks and slabs
at the south end of Bush Street. It had a clay floor with sacks laid over
a covering of manuka and brush which was constantly renewed. William
Ivory erected a three-room lean-to with the living room in the centre and
containing a wide fire-place for burning logs and in which the camp oven
was placed for bread making. This style of cottage was popular because
its design allowed more rooms to be added as the owner's means improved.

Part of the recipe for survival was co-operation and as one early settler
reminisced, — "In those early days the settlers were exceedingly helpful

— a characteristic still of the older colonists. There were very few jealousies
— none over politics — and very few fashions as every man in the com-
munity who had worn out his immigrant clothes was dressed pretty much
a-like in moleskins, blue jumpers and cheese cutter cap or billycock."6

There wasn't much spare money about and shopkeepers dealt as much
in trust as in cash. William Sansom once related that he often sold bread
to hungry settlers and workers who were without any money, booking it
up to 'the man in the blue shirt' or with some other distinctive trait or
mark. The customer might vanish for weeks then suddenly re-appear and
settle up. Sheds and stables were gladly offered to those without a home
but intending to stay and the Torlesses were as hospitable in this respect
as any family in the settlement.

In addition to the common hardships which had become the settlers'
lot the realities and risks inherent in their colonial adventure had, for some,
contained the further burden of personal tragedy. One young couple lost
their first three infants before one was to survive. Two were buried in
the Maori cemetary at Kaiapoi, the third on the slopes above Ferrymead.
Tragedy followed Smith Howard from England. After the death of his
wife Howard brought his five children out to Canterbury with a house-
keeper to help look after them. He first bought land at Hoon Hay but
during the journey round the hills from Lyttelton the house-keeper became
ill and died. Unable to call on an undertaker he constructed a rough coffin

Weekly Press 31 Aug 1888.
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out of cases, dug the grave and conducted the funeral service himself. After
moving to Rangiora a son, Smith, and a daughter, Lucy, died within days
of one another, probably in a epidemic. In spite of all the hardships and
disappointments he had to endure Howard lived to a ripe old age, out-
living all his family except a daughter, Elizabeth, who married William
Buss. Ingram Shrimpton lost three sons one, John, being accidentally killed
shooting ducks at Waikuku while Herbert and Walter died a fortmight
apart in 1862.

William Doggett's death early in 1858, only three months after his ar-
rival, was the first in the settlement and it raised the question of a proper
burial ground. Already in poor health after an accident before he sailed,
Doggett was buried in a corner of William Stapleforth's field. Fortunately
he had applied for a small-holding near William Ivory and his wife,
Matilda, received the title to it. Settler friends built a house for her and,
having had some teaching experience at home, she taught a few children
in her new cottage to help make ends meet. An application was then made
to the provincial authorities for land for a cemetary and the community
was granted a cemetary reserve on the track to the Ashley. Doggett's body
was exhumed and re-interred in the new cemetary, under a cabbage tree
which stood a lonely sentinel on the open flat towards the river. Shortly
afterwards, in April 1858, a second grave was dug beneath the cabbage
tree to receive William Ivory's wife whose passing was a double blow to
this close family group. .

The Ivorys and their relatives were all Baptists of a Calvanistic profession
but it was their intention that the cemetary should be available to the com-
munity as a whole regardless of religious affiliation. However, when the
Reverend B. W. Dudley arrived to take over his new parish of St. John
Baptist two years later he expressed his objection to the burial of noncon-
formists and dissenters in an Anglican cemetary. An investigation was made
and it was discovered that through an error on the part of the clerk who
drew up the deed the cemetary had in fact been vested in the Church of
England. A public meeting discussed the cemetary situation in April 1868
and it was agreed that the cemetary reserve should be divided up among
the denominations and the graves already in the Anglican sector be left
there. The division was to be into eight parts but it was not carried out.
Instead the denominations provided their own burial grounds and this small
township found itself with the dubious distinction of possessing six ceme-.
taries.7

In "the first half of 1860 disaster struck three different groups of fam-
ilies. The first occurred in April with the death of James Rouse, a Suffolk
groom who had landed from the Clontarf and whom Torlesse was employ-
ing as foreman of a gang of men who were clearing, draining and fencing

1 Press 30 Apr 1868.

145



Rivermarsh. Rouse had brought his wife, Maria, and eight children out
with him and his death left them both fatherless and homeless. Assuming
responsibility for their welfare Torlesse took them all up to Fernside, found
work for the eldest boy and canvassed the district to raise money for them.
A fund was established with the Reverend Dudley and George Thomson
as trustees. The Rouses were the second family to be given shelter at Fern-
side for the Torlesses already had staying with them the young widow
of a Christchurch banker named Witherby (formerly Constance Wakefield)
who gave birth to a daughter while she was there.

The Torlesse-Townsend families were more personally affected in May
when John Boys's wife Priscilla died, an event which seems to have con-
tributed towards the breaking up of the group at Rangiora. John Boys
had moved into a new house, probably Betshanger, only in February and
his youngest child was christened after the funeral. It was also an unhappy
day for the Roehampton people who afterwards gathered for a second fu-
neral, that of James Miles's son Thomas, who had been accidentally shot
while on a hunting trip across the Ashley. And so it went on through
the eighteen-sixties and 'seventies: Charles Leech killed by a dray while
working on Highfield station; a prominent settler drinking a glass of
laudanum thinking it was whisky; William Norfolk drowned while forcing
his horse across the Waimakariri and two men of the Pentecost family
killed in separate dray accidents. When he died after a bolting horse and
dray had run him down outside Thompson's store on the corner of the
Direct Road in January 1866 old Edward Pentecost became the main road's
first accident fatality.

James Rouse's entry in the burial register of St. John Baptist, on 16
April 1860, was its first and the entries which followed it through the
eighteen-sixties, the township's first decade, show that adversity was grant-
ing Rangiora no dispensations. Among the calamities of this next period
were epidemics, probably diphtheria, whooping cough and scarlatina, and
various unidentified 'fevers', and while they were not discriminatory they
generally struck at the young. Of the first hundred burials recorded at
St. John Baptist between 1860 and 1868 sixty-seven were of children from
fifteen years down to infants. The percentage of fifteen-year-olds and under
of total Anglican burials for the whole decade was 68.5 and over the first
twenty years, about 62.

The bad years were quite evident. In 1862 the Reverend Dudley conduc-
ted only three funeral services at St. John's, one of them for a child. The
following year there were twenty-six of which twenty were for children
aged fifteen or under. Charles Merton's twelve year old daughter, Char-
lotte, who died of scarlatina in 1863, was one of them so that this may
have been a reason for the sudden increase. Among the other families
who suffered badly that year were the Tourells who lost two young adults
in March and Phillip and Mary Ashton who lost two daughters and a
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son aged nine, eleven and twenty-seven in the month of August. While
the number of deaths dropped a little after 1863 they still remained high
until 1868 with the young continuing to fill high percentages, up to 85
per cent of total burials in 1869. In this year, however, the total burials
recorded by the register dropped sharply and remained at a low level (7
to 11) until 1873 when there was a sudden rise again to thirty. The level,
and the proportion of child-deaths, stayed high for the remainder of the
eigh teen-seven ties, the upsurge coinciding with the arrival of a new stream
of immigrants to Canterbury and Rangiora's post-railway boom.8

A medical man set up a practice in Rangiora at a surprisingly early
date. His name was Dr William Barrowdale Tripe, a Londoner and the
son of an army officer, and he stepped ashore at Lyttelton from a small
schooner which had brough him from Port Chalmers. After a short associ-
ation with Dr Barker in Christchurch he came on up to Rangiora in 1859
buying a small-holding out of Samuel Andrews's land on the road to the
Ashley. Tripe built a large home there, naming it Stoneycroft, and he con-
ducted an extensive practice which extended into the country all round
the township and far to the north. He made many long journeys to visit
distant patients in all weathers and the story is told how he was once
helped out of a swollen river by his dog. He was joined in a partnership
by Dr James Badger Downes in 1865 but left the town in 1871 to go
to Marlborough.

The undertaking fell to Charles Jennings, the carpenter, who had had
experience of it in London. It was his custom to walk down to the bush
and collect the timber for his coffins himself and he worked from a rough
shed in Ivory's Road. The story of his first funeral has been recorded by
his son and was of the wife of a 'well-to-do' settler whose homestead was
in a low, swampy part of the settlement. It may have been Mrs Boys.
There were no black-covered horses pulling a plumed hearse and followed
by hired mutes impeccably dressed in black which might have been the
case at home in England. The deceased was carried on a farm dray, the
horse, urged on by Jennings, straining at the shafts to pull its load through
the wheel-sucking bog. Behind, the pall-bearers and relatives picked their
way among the niggerheads and waterholes. Jennings was the only recog-
nised undertaker over a wide area of North Canterbury and in later years
he abandoned his dray for a spring cart and an American wagon.9

So it was that from the very beginning the raising of a family from
the cradle to maturity was fraught with hazards, the spreading of infectious
diseases through the community also cut down able young men and women
in their prime and accident and illness deprived numbers of children of
their parents. There were some family and religious groups in the settle-

8 Burial register, St John Baptist, Rangiora.
9 For many years bodies were put in sheds behind the local hotels until claimed for burial.
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ment who looked after their own people but the need for closer co-
operation as an insurance against destitution and poverty was seen and
faced at a very early stage. Perhaps the plight of the Rouse family in
1860 was the spur. The community contributed towards a trust fund for
their support but later in the year steps were taken to form friendly societ-
ies, associations whose purpose was to protect and aid any members suffer-
ing from illness, accident, bereavement or unemployment. Two of these
societies were formed in the settlement in 1860, a Freemason's lodge and
the Loyal Rangiora Lodge of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity.

The Oddfellows came into being at a meeting on 15 October 1860, held
in a small cottage which once stood on a corner of Good and Blackett
Streets. Its founders included two men named Kent and Grantham, mem-
bers of a Christchurch lodge, two or three residents who had been members
in England, including John Robinson the carpenter, and fourteen local
men who were immediately initiated. The lodge acquired a small room
just off the main road in what was to become King Street north and as
they grew in number throughout the eighteen-sixties a new hall was
planned, built on to and in front of the old hall and opened at Easter
1873. By this time its membership was ninety-eight and it was carrying
out charitable work in the town.1

The circumstances surrounding the early formation of the Masonic
Lodge are not so apparent and the date in relationship to the Oddfellows
is not precisely known. Among its founders were probably Solomon Ste-
phens, John Wilson the storekeeper and the Kaiapoi storekeeper George
Black. There were seven charter members and the lodge built a small hall
almost opposite the Oddfellows (and probably earlier) and where the Pres-
byterian manse now stands. The walls were slab squarings, there was a
small porch on the south-west corner and it was being used by the public
for meetings in 1861. Only another thirty members were admitted during
the few years of this lodge's existence, however, and it was hit by the
hard times, the removal of some of its members and the death of others.
The last ceremonial meeting took place in July 1866 and Wilson took over
the Lodge's liabilities and relics, keeping its property intact until Free-
masonry could be revived in the district.2

Accident and illness could not be held accountable for all the misfortune
which dogged the settlement and all the benevolence of a friendly society
was unable to cushion it. Catastrophe struck from different directions. At
least two families were crippled by insanity, several by alcohol and quite
a number by bankruptcy. Those with experience of farming in England,
Scotland and Ireland had to adapt to less rainfall, stronger winds, grains
ripening earlier and other seasonal differences. Some without any farming

xLyuehon Times 15 Apr 1873. Press 16 Apr 1873.
2Centenary History, The Ashley Lodge, By J. C. Hancox.
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experience whatsoever but who had grasped the opportunity to buy waste
land and become a farmer couldn't cope at all. Apart from the ravages
of local epidemics, which really came out aboard the immigrant ships of
the years 1863-5, the eighteen-sixties also experienced a bad drought early
and a very bad flood later, the two being separated by a disease which
became prevalent among cattle in the mid-'sixties and which required all
movement of stock in the district to be prohibited or regulated and some
cattle destroyed.

During the winter of 1862 there was little south-west rain and not much
snow on the hills. The following summer was very dry and nor-westerly
with extremely high temperatures and by January 1863 most of the wells
in the settlement and the creek beds had all dried up. The township came
to rely on three springs, one on the Direct Road (Victoria Street) on the
east side down near the Northbrook Stream and two in Ivory's Road, but
one of these also dried up. There was little rain until the middle of June
1863 but whenever the skies looked promising people put all their pots
and dishes out along the walls of their homes to catch the drips from
the bottom shingles of the roofs. When the long drought finally broke
the Reverend Dudley drove down to the Northbrook schoolroom, took
all the children outside and led them in the singing of the hymn, 'Praise
God from whom all blessings flow.'3

Five years later, in 1868, the Mandeville district was battered by one
of the great floods of its time. It happened early in February, about eight
or nine o'clock on a Monday evening, and the whole basin between Rangi-
ora and Kaiapoi was submerged from Fernside to the sandhills. And, it
being February, the fields were in the flush of a harvest, full of potatoes
and cocked hay, wheat, oats and barley in full head, in stook or in stack.
Prolonged heavy rain brought the Ashley down in full spate, unfettered
by any artificial banks, and it surged out across country from three places,
near T. S. Mannering's farm, at Fernside, behind Rickman's at Rangiora
and at John Macfarlane's Coldstream. The water came down the Ashley
Road into Rangiora, took the Direct Road at Thompson's store and flowed
on down to Southbrook arriving there about eleven. Between the Ashley
and Southbrook residents had to turn out with little warning to rescue
their property, sod and cob houses collapsed and one family, the Hep-
worths, spent the night of their stable roof. When it was over the recently-
formed road to Fernside looked like a river-bed.

Out across the fields lay a new harvest of pots and pans, carts, dead
stock, clothing, dairy utensils, and the scattered remains of crops and farm-
yards while miles of close-clipped young hedges of gorse and quicks lay

3Rebecca Bradley reminiscing, North Canterbury Gazette 7 July 1933. The Victoria Street
spring was excavated, concreted and made into a public well. Drinking vessels were placed
there and a horse trough was built. The Borough Council filled it all in in 1889.
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levelled and broken. For days afterwards people drove out over the fields
in their drays searching the debris for possessions. Southbrook suffered
badly; the area round the Masonic hotel was in a dreadful mess. The new
bridge was gone, Steggall's flourmill, behind the hotel, was badly damaged
and dead cows and three or four stacks, quite intact, littered the road.
Two girls from a family named Wilkinson who lived further along the
Drain Road were drowned.

The flood of 1868 left a large area of newly-settled farm land without
fences or recoverable crops. The losses were inestimable and so much of
the little that many families owned was destroyed that they had to rebuild
from the beginning again. It was also a timely warning to the Mandeville
and Rangiora Road Board, just four years old, that a lot of extensive and
expensive river protection work lay ahead of it if a repetition was to be
prevented.4

Unfortunately, it occurred at a time of poor farm prices and contributed
its pall to an economic climate which had been generally depressed for
some years. Everybody was affected, in the town and in the country. Cattle
and stock dealers went down while grain and small farmers survived by
tightening their belts and subsisting as best they could. Many sold up their
rural sections, still in their original condition or only partly developed,
and there was a considerable movement of settlers on and off the land
throughout that pre-railway decade. In the township the measure of the
second half of the eighteen-sixties was failure — bankruptcies among the
businessmen and recession among the few societies which had been formed
so far. Inexperience was a contributing factor. Among the bankrupts were
four publicans while the activities of the Freemasons, the cricket club, a
brass band, the Northern Agricultural and Pastoral Association and the
military volunteers came to a temporary halt. An attempt to revitalise the
stock market by introducing quarterly fairs met with an initial success then
failed while the magistrate, W. B. Pauli, was unable, on two separate oc-
casions, to arouse enough support to form a Literary Institute and library.

The" ^ was, however, one event of special significance to Rangiora in
those difficult times — the visit of Sir George Bowen in January 1869,
the first visit by a Governor of the colony. The later eighteen-sixties had
seen a lot of political frustration as well as economic hardship and questions
had been raised in Christchurch as to the official nature of the township.
The Mandeville and Rangiora Road Board had carried out very few real
improvements in it and the Provincial Government had told the residents
on more than one occasion that as far as it was concerned no township
existed there. It all arose from the way Rangiora had snowballed without
planning from the original rural sections around the bush and the place
seemed to have become suspended in a political limbo without any formed
roads or streets and without any recognised political status.
4 Lyttelton Times 5 to 10 Feb 1868.
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Sir George Bowen's visit was therefore seen as an important act of recog-
nition and the town and district gave him a warm welcome. He was met
at the Cam flourmill corner by a 'cavalcade of yoemen' lined up on either
side of the road. Charles Merton had his brass band there, mounted on
a large wagon, and a procession set off along the Woodend Road from
the mill, the band-wagon leading Sir George in his carriage and about
a hundred horsemen following. Near Howard's brewery at the entrance
to the town there was a welcome arch and uniformed members of the
military volunteers formed a guard of honour. J. Evans Brown, The Rangi-
ora District representive on the Provincial Council, delivered an address
outside Thompson's store where another decorative arch had been erected
and the Governor proceeded to inspect the church of St. John Baptist, the.
only building considered to be worth looking at. The escort then took:
him down to Southbrook where a third decorative arch stood outside the
Masonic Hotel and at this point Sir George took his leave of the place
about five-thirty.

The following April another visitor of renown, Prince Alfred, Duke of
Edinburgh, was scheduled to pay a visit during a tour of the colony. There
was great excitement at the news and preparations were made for a royal
welcome, an address and a free banquet for everybody. In spite of a warn-
ing that the Duke might not, after all, include Rangiora in his itinerary
when the day arrived the main street was be-flagged and decorated and
crowded with people. But the Duke did not turn up. It was a big disappoint-
ment and the authorities were told of the town's dissatisfaction.5

About a week after Sir George Bowen's visit a number of residents gath-
ered in the assembly room of the Rangiora Arms Hotel to consider a pro-
posal that the centre of Rangiora be declared a borough and that a petition
be sent to the Governor. It was another attempt in a lengthening series
to obtain some kind of official recognition but it was just as unproductive
as others before it. And yet there had been some favourable publicity and
some improvement and progress in spite of the economic impediments
of the times. The Chistchurch Press described Rangiora in January 1869
as 'a rising and influential town' and again in September as 'a picturesque
little township' which had been rapidly improving, with more buildings
being erected during the last year than for many years past. Some small
industries were starting up. Charles Jennings was making cider, James
Withers was manufacturing starch and George Morton was operating a
flax-dressing works. Another flaxmill was about to open on the Northbrook
Stream. The harvest of 1869 was a good one, raising people's hopes, and
the 1870 harvest was even better.

The mood of optimism now abroad reached up to the Provincial Govern-
ment and towards the end of 1869 it shook the dust off its plans for a

5 Press 15 Jan, 26 Apr 1869
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northern railway which it had put aside at the onset of recession in 1865.
The railway debate began again in the early months of 1870 but its re-
appearance posed problems for Rangiora. It was excluded from the route
to be taken and the consequences of this were far more serious than any
absence of municipal standing, township or borough. Its very existence
was possibly at stake.
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