
MAYORS OF KAIAPOI 
 
In the early days, Councillors elected a new Mayor each year from amongst 
their number. 
 
 
M HALL – 1868 
 
Matthew Hall arrived in Kaiapoi with his wife in 1860 and ran a cooperage in 
Raven Quay. He was a member of the Wesleyan Church and was on the Board 
of Trustees when their first church was built in Fuller Street.  He was also an 
accomplished lay preacher, often taking services when the appointed preacher 
was unable to attend.   
 
Under controversial circumstances where he used his casting vote in favour of 
himself, he was elected by his fellow Councillors as Kaiapoi’s first Mayor in 
1868.  However, while his election may have been controversial, he had a 
popular standing amongst the residents. 
 
In 1877 he moved to Christchurch to continue his occupation as a cooper.  In 
1889 his business was sold and he moved to Napier where he died soon after, 
at the age of 57. 
 
 
J C PORTER – 1869 
 
Joshua Charles Porter came to New Zealand on the ‘Phoebe Dunbar’ in 
November 1850, before the arrival of the first four ships.  He lived initially in 
Christchurch 1851-55, practicing as a Solicitor. He then moved south to join his 
brother Alfred at Rokeby Run near Rakaia.  The Porter brothers then took up 
land, which later became Castle Hill Run.  Porter’s Pass is also named after 
them. 
 
In 1860 Joshua returned to England to marry Mary Clarke before coming back 
to New Zealand.  They settled initially in Christchurch, then Otarama near 
Springfield. In 1864, they moved to Kaiapoi, where he spent the rest of his life 
as a Solicitor, being appointed Resident Magistrate in 1882.  
 
In November 1865 he was elected to the Kaiapoi Municipal Council, later to 
become Chairman, and when Kaiapoi became a Borough in 1868, he was again 
elected, becoming the second Mayor.  Mr. Porter was a member of the Kaiapoi 
Company of Volunteers, the Fire Brigade, and the Cricket Club.   
 
He was Churchwarden at St. Bartholomew’s.  A brass eagle lectern was placed 
in the Church to his memory.  
 
Sadly, his wife and all three children died of TB. Mary died in March 1881, a son 
in September 1881, and another son in June 1882.  His office and home was in 
Raven Street.  The river was notorious for flooding and general dampness in 
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the early years of the town and this may have contributed to the ill-health of the 
family.  Joshua went on a trip to Sydney for his health and died there in August 
1884. 
 
In 1886, the original premises of the Kaiapoi Workingmen’s Club in Raven 
Street was purchased from the Estate of Mr. Porter. 
 
[Family notes supplied by Mr. Dave MacKinven] 
  
 
W T NEWNHAM – 1870 
 
W Thomas Newnham arrived at Lyttelton on the ‘Sir Edward Paget’ in July 
1856.  He was about 17 years of age. He obtained a position as a clerk with a 
leading merchant, Peacock and Company, which also had an agency in the 
flourishing town of Kaiapoi.  After his marriage in 1862 he set up a partnership 
with a Mr. Buddle, establishing a trading company that handled most of the 
grain trade from Kaiapoi.  By 1865 business had expanded greatly and they 
took over adjacent stores and obtained a number of contracts.  However in 
1867 they were adjudged bankrupt. 
 
Nevertheless he must have been a respected figure.  In the same year he was 
elected a Director of the Kaiapoi Land, Building and Investment Company.  A 
short time later a vacancy occurred on the Council.  There was a lot of interest 
in the resulting by-election and Newnham won in a heavy poll.  He opened 
another store with a Mr Callender in March 1869 and was elected Mayor in 
December of that year.  
 
Barely six months later he died suddenly aged 31, and was given a civic funeral 
attended by the Councillors, Christchurch City Councillors, the Fire Brigade, 
local clergy and the general public.  He was buried in the Kaiapoi Cemetery.   
 
He was a thorough man of business, always prominent in anything calculated to 
advance the interests or promote the well-being of his fellow townsmen.   
 
[Copy of obituary from ‘Lyttelton Times’ in 1870 in ‘A walk around my fathers’ by 
Tom Newnham published in 2000.] 
 
 
DR C DUDLEY – 1870-71 
 
Dr Charles Dudley settled in Kaiapoi in 1857, after five years in Lyttelton.  His 
first involvement in public life was when he chaired the Mandeville Farmers’ 
Club, established to discuss the latest methods of farming and to share ideas.  
He was on the first Kaiapoi Road Board in 1864, was Chairman when it became 
a Municipal Council, and was also on the first Council when Kaiapoi was 
gazetted as a borough in 1868.  Dr Dudley was also on the first Kaiapoi 
Borough School Committee. 
 
He died in 1881 and is buried in the Kaiapoi Anglican Cemetery. 
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E . KERR – 1872-76 
 
Edward G Kerr, a storekeeper, was on the first Council in 1868, and in 1877 
became a member of the first Waimakariri Harbour Board.  He was Mayor when 
the railway line between Christchurch and Kaiapoi opened on 29 April 1872.  
Mr. Kerr was also involved with the Kaiapoi Boating Club, being its secretary 
when the club was formed in 1866. 
 
At one stage he was Kaiapoi correspondent for the ‘Lyttelton Times’ and went to 
become the proprietor of the ‘South Canterbury News.’ 
 
 
J W ELLEN – 1877-78 
 
John Wesley Ellen was born in 1841 in Kent and arrived on the ‘Matoaka’ in 
1862. He was a fellmonger, and set up business near Askeaton.  In January 
1869 when J. T. Buddle resigned from the Council, Ellen was the only 
nomination for the vacancy, so he was declared elected.  He was a member of 
the first Waimakariri Harbour Board in 1877.  Mr. Ellen was also one of the 
original shareholders of the Kaiapoi Woollen Manufacturing Co. Ltd when it was 
set up in 1878 by a group of local businessmen. 
 
Mr. Ellen later sold wool scour and moved to Christchurch where he started a 
tailoring business.  He announced that he was only going to use Kaiapoi 
Woollen Company material. 
 
Following the example of Isaac Wilson who had bought land at Ohoka and 
immediately cut it up into small farms and sold them at a good profit, Ellen 
decided he would do the same.  However, only one small section of his 
subdivision was sold and he had to transfer his assets to trustees in 1883. 
 
He died in January 1884 and is buried in Kaiapoi. 
 
[Letter to writer from Victor Ellen 22.6.2004] 
 
 
G H BLACKWELL – 1879-81 
 
Of those who took part in the development of Kaiapoi, none left a more 
enduring mark on its history than George Henry Blackwell.  Born in Leamington, 
Warwickshire, England in 1848, he joined the Royal Navy.  After his term at 
sea, Mr. Blackwell worked for about 18 months in England, and after hearing 
the reports of opportunities in New Zealand for young men, he decided to 
emigrate, arriving in Lyttelton on the ‘Huntress’ in 1863. After working at several 
occupations on land and sea, in 1866 he began work with Newnham and 
Buddle, (See W T Newnham) grain and produce merchants and general 
storekeepers in Kaiapoi. This was a time when the port was at the centre of 
Kaiapoi’s commercial life.  It was here that the young Blackwell learned the 
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skills of a general merchant.  Not surprisingly he went into business on his own 
account in 1871, beginning an enterprise still in existence today.   His store in 
High Street was called the Railway Store.  After two years Blackwell bought 
Alfred Weston’s store at the corner of Hilton and Black Streets.  
 
Mr. Blackwell took a very active part in establishing the Kaiapoi Woollen 
Company, being one of the original shareholders.  He held the position of 
Chairman for 33 years. 
 
In addition to his business interests, he took an active role in public affairs.  
After some years as a Councillor, he served as Mayor for two years.  For 30 
years he was Superintendent of the Fire Brigade, served on the Waimakariri 
Harbour Board, and the School Committee.  
 
In the Methodist Church he filled many offices.  Thirty-two years as choirmaster, 
nearly 40 years in Sunday School work, as well as representing Kaiapoi at the 
New Zealand Methodist Conference, where he chaired committees as one of 
the most trusted and influential members. 
 
The Temperance Movement had his life-long support. He was Chief Officer and 
Trustee for the Sons and Daughters of Temperance Lodge.   
 
Mr. Blackwell was also a believer in healthy recreation, being a keen supporter 
of cricket, football, tennis and bowls.  He became one of the founders of Kaiapoi 
Park and was a trustee until his death.  
 
He died in 1914 and is buried in the Kaiapoi Cemetery. 
 
 
C. SMITH – 1882 
 
Caleb Smith’s year as Mayor was dominated by a serious disagreement 
between the Town Clerk, Mr C E Dudley, son of the former Mayor Dudley, and 
the Council.  The construction of a new bridge and a railway siding were also 
matters to occupy the Council that year. 
 
Mr. Smith was Master of the Southern Cross Lodge in the year 1879-80. 
 
He died in November 1914, and is buried at the Kaiapoi Cemetery in an 
unmarked grave. 
 
 
E PARNHAM – 1883 
 
Edwin Parnham arrived in Canterbury on the ‘Glentanner’ in 1857. He took up 
land just north of the present Moorcroft subdivision, and named the property  
‘Beachvale’.  In less than 20 years he had acquired land holdings to the extent 
of thousands of acres.  He had land at Clarkville, and a large area on either side 
of Ohoka Road where the motorway is now - the drain alongside the motorway 
is Parnham’s Drain.   
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Mr. Parnham is known as ‘the father of bowls’ in Kaiapoi.  Several years before 
the official formation of the Bowling Club and the purchase of their green in 
1904, friends used to gather on Saturday afternoons to play on the large lawns 
of ‘Beachvale’.  He served several terms as President of the Club.   
 
As well as serving as Mayor, he was on the first Waimakariri Harbour Board in 
1877, and in 1878 was one of the original shareholders of the Kaiapoi Woollen 
Manufacturing Co.  
 
He died in 1911 and is buried in the Kaiapoi Cemetery. 
 
[Article in ‘The Press’ on the occasion of Parnham Family reunion, 30.10.1957.] 
 
 
R. MOORE – 1884-87 
 
Richard Moore was a coachbuilder and wheelwright.  From 1882 he operated 
the Kaiapoi Produce Co. with Richard Evans.  Mr. Moore was also another of 
the original shareholders of the Kaiapoi Woollen Company.   
 
His large home was in Sewell Street adjacent to Darnley Square.  
Unfortunately, under later ownership it became dilapidated and was purchased 
by St Paul’s Presbyterian Parish, who about 1967 demolished it to make way 
for a Youth Centre, now the St Paul’s Community Centre. 
 
Mr. Moore spent many years representing the area in political affairs.  He was 
the Kaiapoi MP 1890-93 and again 1896-99.  Between 1914 and 1935 he was a 
Member of the Legislative Council. 
 
He died in 1936 and is buried in the Kaiapoi Cemetery. 
 
 
C HANSEN – 1888-90 
 
Carl Hansen, from Denmark, arrived in Lyttelton in 1865 aboard the ‘Glenmark’, 
aged 21.  A saddler by trade, he established a business and new life in Kaiapoi, 
taking an active role in the developing community.  He was a Councillor for six 
years, and Mayor for three.  He also served as vice-president of the 
Workingmen’s Club and was Treasurer of the Southern Cross Lodge.   
 
In 1878 he bought ‘Cherry Vale’, three acres of farmland and a cherry orchard 
in Cass Street.  The existing house (c.2004), at 56 Cass Street was built in the 
mid 1890s. 
 
Hansen’s Mall in Williams Street was named for him.  The original building was 
destroyed by fire in 1976. 
 
He died in 1926 and is buried in the Anglican Cemetery. 
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R BLAKELEY – 1891 
 
Reuben Blakeley was one of Kaiapoi’s most distinguished musicians. He was 
born in Batley, Yorkshire in 1834. He left England with his wife and three 
children in 1880, at the relatively late age of 46, arriving at Port Chalmers.  
From there, he moved to Timaru and thence to Kaiapoi, taking up the position of 
organist at the Methodist Church, a post he filled for over 20 years.  In addition 
to his organist duties he was a music teacher, conducted bands and composed 
and also wrote the words for many anthems and hymns. 
 
He died in 1904 and is buried in the Kaiapoi Cemetery. 
 
 
W DOUBLEDAY – 1892-93 and 1897 
 
William Doubleday was born in Norwich, England in 1854.  He was trained as 
an engineer.  In 1879 he left England for Lyttelton and then settled in Kaiapoi.  
Mr. Doubleday owned a threshing mill and also farmed in the area of 
Doubledays Road and Woodford Glen. 
 
He served on the Council for about 10 years and as Mayor on two occasions.  
He was on the Waimakariri Harbour Board, holding the office of Chairman for 
many years.  Mr. Doubleday was also President of the Kaiapoi Workingmen’s 
Club in the 1890s. 
 
He died in 1929 and is buried in the Anglican Cemetery. 
 
 
E FELDWICK – 1894-96 and 1899-1901 
 
Edwin Feldwick was born in Westminster, England in 1853 and arrived on the 
‘Mystery’ with his parents in 1859.  In the early part of his life he farmed with his 
father before becoming a storekeeper. In the 1870s he opened his own store 
and carried on the business successfully for many years.    
 
Mr. Feldwick was on the Council for about 25 years, and served two terms as 
Mayor.  He also served on the Waimakariri Harbour Board, the Kaiapoi School 
Committee, and other bodies.  In the 1880s he was President of the Kaiapoi 
Workingmen’s Club. 
 
He died about 1941 and is buried in the Anglican Cemetery. 
 
 
J L WILSON – 1898 
 
Joseph Lothian Wilson was born in 1846 in Penrith, Cumberland, and arrived in 
New Zealand on the ‘Chariot of Fame’ in 1863.  He settled in Kaiapoi, where he 
became a journalist.  He was appointed the representative of the ‘Christchurch 
Press’ and so began a lifetime of service to the community.  Mr. Wilson was the 
first letter carrier in Kaiapoi from 1866.  Among his many positions was that of 
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Manager of the Kaiapoi Building Society, Secretary of the Regatta and Sports 
Committee, Chairman of the Domain Board, President of the Mechanics 
Institute, as well as serving on the School Committee.  He was on the first 
Board of Governors of the Rangiora High School in 1881.  Mr. Wilson was also 
a Lieutenant in the Kaiapoi Rifles for many years. 
 
He was first on the Council in 1878 and served on and off, becoming Mayor in 
1898.  He also served as Chairman of the Harbour Board.  
 
J Lothian Wilson has left a legacy of many photographs and accounts of early 
Kaiapoi. 
 
He died in 1926 and is buried in the Anglican Cemetery. 
 
 
J. DALY – 1902-04 
 
John Daly was born in County Monaghan Ireland and was a draper by trade.  In 
1880 he came to Nelson on the ship ‘Edwin Fox’, and he moved to Kaiapoi in 
1884.  During his term as Mayor he had the distinction of being present at the 
opening of the Railway Station, now the Information Centre by the wharf, and at 
the ceremony for the laying of the foundation stone of the Post Office, the 
building next to the Museum. 
 
He died in 1929. 
 
 
A. PEARCE – 1905-06 
 
Alfred Pearce was born at Greenwich, England in 1848, and came to New 
Zealand with his parents on the ‘Maori’ in 1857.  The family settled at Kaiapoi, 
where Mr Pearce learned his trade as a builder and contractor.  He began his 
own business in 1873 and was responsible for the construction of the Empire 
Bridge, the Technical School in Hilton Street, the Public Library and Fire Station 
building, at the corner of Williams and Raven Quay, as well as many private 
dwellings.  In 1895 he took over the hardware business by the Railway Line, a 
site that is still in use as a hardware store today. 
 
Mr. Pearce joined the Kaiapoi Rifles in 1865 and held the position of Senior 
Sergeant.  He was also associated with the Order of Druids, and served on the 
Kaiapoi School Committee. 
 
He first served on the Council in 1897 and was the Mayor from 1905-06. 
 
He died in 1929 and is buried in the Anglican Cemetery. 
 
 



 8

J. H. BLACKWELL – 1907-11 and 1916-23 
 
Joseph Henry Blackwell, son of former Mayor G H Blackwell, was responsible 
for much of the early progress of the Borough.  His was an impressive record of 
service to the Community.  
 
He joined his father’s firm, Blackwells Ltd, in 1888. Under his father’s 
supervision he developed the business and became manager after the death of 
his father in 1914.   
 
In 1915 he was appointed as a director of the Kaiapoi Woollen Company and 
was Chairman of the Board for four years until he retired from it in 1929.  He 
was also a member of the original board of the North Canterbury Freezing 
Works in 1916 and in 1929 became Chairman, a position that he retained until 
1956.  
 
He was one of the founders of the Canterbury Patriotic Fund established in 
1914, and was on the original executive of the Canterbury Progress League in 
1916, later becoming President.  
 
One of the original members of the Waimakariri River Trust, and later the North 
Canterbury Catchment Board, Mr. Blackwell was appointed a Government 
Commissioner in 1930, and was Chairman for four years. 
 
During his first term as Mayor from 1907 he negotiated a Government loan for 
kerbing and channelling.  An acetylene gas lighting scheme – later superseded 
by electricity – was installed at the same time.  Electric power from the Lake 
Coleridge scheme was installed in Kaiapoi during his second term.  In 1906, Mr. 
Blackwell was responsible for the establishment of a telephone exchange in 
Kaiapoi by obtaining the necessary first 12 subscribers. 
 
Mr. Blackwell was a keen cricketer, tennis player and golfer, and in later life he 
took up lawn bowls.  He was a gifted musician, violinist and singer, and was one 
of the founders of the Kaiapoi Male Voice Choir as well as a conductor of the 
Kaiapoi Methodist Church Choir.    
 
Mr. Blackwell moved to Auckland in 1938, but he maintained a lively interest in 
the developments of Kaiapoi and visited his hometown frequently. 
 
He died in Auckland in 1967 at the age of 95. 
 
[Obituary ‘The Press’ 15 April 1967] 
 
 
R WYLIE – 1912-14 
 
Richard Wylie was born in Onehunga in 1866.  He was a grocer and draper with 
a shop in High Street, now Williams Street. 
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Mr. Wylie was a Councillor for many years.  He had the distinction of being in 
office when the Library and Fire Station building at the corner of High Street and 
Raven Quay was opened in 1912.   
 
The game of lawn bowls was among his interests.  He served as President and 
Secretary of the Kaiapoi Bowling Club and was elected the Club’s first Life 
Member in 1924.  After his death, a memorial known as the Wylie Badges was 
given for challenges between the club and the Workingmen’s Club teams.   
 
He died in 1925 and is buried in the Kaiapoi Cemetery. 
 
 
J W BARNARD – 1914 
 
James White Barnard was the Mayor at the beginning of World War One.  Mr. 
Barnard was a farmer and butcher.  He worked at Parnham’s Butchery in 
Charles Street, opposite Trousselot Park.  In 1910, he and his family shifted to 
the living quarters behind the Kaiapoi Co-operative Butchery in High Street, now 
Williams Street where Mr Barnard was manager. After a time, the family moved 
to Rangiora and for about three years owned a butchery opposite the present 
Bank of New Zealand.  They then moved back to the Kaiapoi Butchery.   Mr. 
Barnard also owned a slaughterhouse at Waverley. [Article in ‘The Press’ about 
Mrs F Bristow, Mr Barnard’s daughter. 18.8.1977.] 
 
He was Chairman of the Kaiapoi Patriotic Committee during those First World 
War years.  
 
Mr. Barnard continued to serve on the Council for many years – at least until 
1931. 
 
He died in 1938 and is buried in the Kaiapoi Cemetery. 
 
 
H MCINTOSH – 1924-27 
 
Hector McIntosh was a son of early settlers Kenneth and Grace McIntosh of 
Beach Road. He was a farmer and a breeder of Clydesdale horses.  At the time 
Hector was Mayor of Kaiapoi, his brother Robert was Mayor of Rangiora.  
Together, they instituted the sporting contest between the towns for the 
McIntosh Shield.  Hector saw Robert’s election as a golden opportunity to turn 
the often destructive rivalry between the two towns into something positive for 
both communities.  The contest survived on and off until recent years, with at 
times fierce rivalry, so the brother’s intention to create harmony may not have 
succeeded as they wished.  
 
Mr. McIntosh was a member of the deputation that worked to have the freezing 
works built in Kaiapoi.  Another of Mr. McIntosh’s interests was in the 
development of the Pines/Kairaki Beach settlement.  
 
He died in 1938 and is buried in the Kaiapoi Cemetery. 
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H C REVELL – 1928-29 
 
Henry Charles Revell was a grandson of early settlers Thomas and Elizabeth 
Revell, who had a property ‘Koroteuka’ near the confluence of the Cam and 
Kaiapoi Rivers.  Henry continued to farm this area.   
 
During his term as Mayor, the North Canterbury Electric Power Board was 
formed.  Kaiapoi had been obtaining its power supply from the Public Works 
Department, but the Power Board endeavoured to compel both Kaiapoi and 
Rangiora to join the Board.  Mr. Revell and others formed a deputation to visit 
the Prime Minister in Wellington to plead their case.  The relationship between 
the boroughs and the Power Board was exceptionally strained during this 
period.   The result was that Kaiapoi was able to establish control over the 
supply of electricity to the town.   
 
It is recorded that Mr Revell filled with distinction, many public positions in 
Kaiapoi.   
 
He died in June 1953 and is buried in the Anglican Cemetery. 
 
 
W H A VICKERY – 1930-41 and 1945-47 
 
William Henry Vickery, born in the 1860s, came to New Zealand in the early 
1920s.  He was an ordained Baptist minister and on his arrival in Kaiapoi, 
became the minister in charge of the Kaiapoi Baptist Church.  He had been the 
Chairman of a rural council in England, and did not intend to become involved in 
local government in this country, but was asked to stand for Council in 1927.  
He was elected and in the next term became Mayor.  His tenure of the position 
was during the difficult depression years, and was marked by his concern for 
the unemployed.  Rev. Vickery remained Mayor until defeated by Eric Gray, but 
regained the Mayoralty when he defeated Mr. Gray at the next election in 1945, 
retiring in 1947. 
 
He also had an interest in the Kaiapoi Brass Band and St John’s, serving as 
President of both organisations. 
 
He died in December 1955. 
 
 
E GRAY – 1942-44 
 
Eric George Gray spent his early years in Kaiapoi.  In his late teens he became 
Secretary and Treasurer of St Paul’s Presbyterian Church, holding the position 
until he left to serve overseas in the First World War.  In the 1930s he returned 
to Kaiapoi to own a grocery and catering business in Raven Street with a 
tearooms situated upstairs in what is now part of Blackwell’s building. 
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Among Mr. Gray’s interests was that of Scouting, having been in the original 
troop in Kaiapoi that started the movement in New Zealand.  The St John 
Ambulance Brigade was another organisation to benefit by his involvement. 
 
In his early thirties he became a Councillor and defeated the sitting Mayor, Mr 
Vickery in 1941.  During his term he initiated schemes to have the riverbank 
cleaned and beautified.   
 
He also arranged a Government subsidy to install a high pressure water and 
sewerage system for Kaiapoi, but this lapsed when he was defeated at the 
polls, delaying the installation until the 1950s for the sewer, and the 1970s for 
the water.  He only lost the Mayoral election by 17 votes, caused by many of his 
supporters failing to cast their vote because they thought he would win easily. 
 
A legacy he has left the town is the Mayoral Chain.  The original collar had 
become very dilapidated when he took office, and he arranged for former 
Mayors or their relatives to subscribe to purchase a new gold chain with 
engraved medallions.  
 
Mr. Gray was the first chairman of the community centre organisation, when it 
was formed in 1943.  His widow performed the official opening of the Kaiapoi 
Community Centre, which was established in the former Rialto Theatre, now the 
Riverside Fellowship. 
 
He died in 1950. 
 
 
C M WILLIAMS – 1947-1950 
 
C Morgan Williams was born in Wales in 1878 and came to New Zealand in 
1902.  He worked as a farm labourer in the Kaiapoi district until 1906, when he 
bought and leased land in the Tram Road area and grew potatoes.  On the peat 
land he developed an extensive drainage system to allow dairy farming and 
founded the Maesgwyn herd of pedigree Ayrshire cattle.  In 1925, the property 
of ‘Waverley’ previously owned by Richard Evans was bought in his wife’s 
name.  He also began the grain and produce business of C Morgan Williams 
and Son on the premises of the Kaiapoi Shipping and Trading Company in 
Charles Street. 
 
Mr. Williams was closely associated with afforestation at Kaiapoi for about 50 
years.  He undertook block plantings on Council Reserves, and at Ohoka, 
Clarkville and Mandeville. In 1939 he was appointed by the Kaiapoi Borough 
Council as honorary supervisor of forests.  At a public meeting in 1955, Mr 
Williams received a presentation from the Mayor Mr N E Kirk, in recognition of 
his service to the borough and his care of 245 acres of forest reserves.  The 
next year he was awarded the MBE, but for the rest of his life, he did not wear 
the medal as he considered it a community, and not a personal commendation. 
 
Mr William’s local body activities began with his election to the Kaiapoi Borough 
Council in 1927 and he remained a Councillor until he entered Parliament as a 
Labour member representing the Kaiapoi electorate from 1935 until 1946, when 
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the electorate was absorbed in Hurunui.  He was elected Mayor in 1948 and 
served a term.  
 
Mr Williams’ last attendance in the Council Chambers was at the installation of 
a new Council in 1965, when he said that the willingness of citizens to give their 
services free to the community was the very foundation of the democratic 
system of life. 
 
He died in 1970.  By his personal request, the funeral service was conducted by 
a former Minister of Finance, the Hon. A H Nordmeyer. 
 
[Obituary ‘The Press’ 7 August 1970] 
 
 
H O HILLS – 1950-53 and 1965-71 
 
H Owen Hills, as well as considerable local body involvement, was a pioneer in 
radio and films in New Zealand.  He was a Councillor for many years and Mayor 
for nine years over two separate terms, retiring in 1971.  He served on the 
Waimakariri Harbour Board for 12 years, including the last seven as Chairman, 
until its functions were taken over by the Kaiapoi Borough.  He continued his 
interest for another 15 years on the Council’s Harbour Committee. 
 
Mr Hills was a charter member of the Kaiapoi Rotary Club, a member of the 
Kaiapoi Fire Board for ten years, an interim board member of Kaiapoi High 
School before its establishment, and a life member of the Kaiapoi Workingmen's 
Club.  He served for 12 years on the North Canterbury Hospital Board, 
representing the North Canterbury area, and was for 12 years on the National 
Roads Board.  The Provincial Patriotic Council and the Canterbury Regional 
Planning Authority were two committees he also served on. 
 
Mr Hills was engaged in the electrical and radio business when ‘talking pictures’ 
came to New Zealand in 1929.  By 1931, he had become a cinema proprietor in 
Kaiapoi’s Grand Theatre.  He also installed motion-picture equipment in other 
Canterbury theatres.  In 1935 Mr Hills opened the new Rialto Theatre in 
Kaiapoi.  This later became one of the first independent theatres to use 
Cinemascope equipment.  He was a life member of the New Zealand Motion 
Picture Exhibitors’ Association, serving on the executive for 25 years, including 
two terms as President. 
 
In 1950 he was appointed a Justice of the Peace, and in 1967 was awarded the 
MBE. 
 
He died in 1977. 
 
[Obituary ‘The Press’ 13.5.77] 
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N E KIRK – 1953-57 
 
Norman Kirk was perhaps Kaiapoi’s most well known Mayor.  With his young 
family, Kirk returned from working in the North Island, to Christchurch, where he 
had grown up.  He purchased a section in Kaiapoi, attracted by the availability 
of cheap land.  It was also where his grandparents, the Jury family had resided.  
For the next 18 months, with the help of his father, he made the concrete blocks 
for his house.  He worked at the Firestone Tyre Company in Papanui, and most 
evenings after work he cycled out to Kaiapoi to work on the house, often 
balancing building materials on the bike.  As soon as the house was habitable 
the family moved in, with Kirk now cycling in the opposite direction to work.  
[This house is at 12 Carew Street – some alterations have been made.] 
 
While working on the Auckland Ferries he had become involved with the Ferry 
Workers’ Union and the Labour Party.  After his house was finished and he now 
had the time, Kirk decided to reactivate his Party membership.  The Labour 
Party had strong support in Kaiapoi, the electorate having returned Morgan 
Williams [see C M Williams 1948-50] as a member of the first Labour 
Government, and had retained the seat until 1946 when Kaiapoi was absorbed 
in the new electorate of Hurunui.  The Kaiapoi branch of the Party had gone into 
decline about this time, and after the 1949 defeat of the Labour Government, it 
became a dormant group.  Kirk had the energy and organisational skills to 
enthuse enough people to turn the branch into an active group once again. 
 
After the 1951 general election, the Branch turned its attention to local issues.  
In February 1953, they announced their intention to run a team of candidates at 
the local body elections of that year.  A local businessman turned down an 
invitation to stand for the Mayoralty, so the young and energetic Kirk accepted 
an approach by party members. Although he and the other new Labour 
candidates had no experience in local body politics, they organised a successful 
campaign.  At the previous election all members of the Council had been 
elected unopposed.  The entry of the Labour team generated voter interest.  
Three hundred turned up to a meeting to listen to policies from the incumbent 
Mayor Mr H O Hills, and the candidates. 
 
At the age of 30, Kirk was the youngest Mayor elected in New Zealand at the 
time, together with five Labour candidates.  Of these, only C T Williams had 
been on the previous Council, and he was elected by the Councillors as Deputy 
Mayor. 
 
The new Council’s first major undertaking was to start the sewerage scheme.  It 
had been in the planning stage for a year or two, and tenders had been called 
shortly before the election, but all exceeded the estimated cost.  The Kirk 
administration decided that Council staff would use contractors to carry out the 
work.  Fifteen men were hired, a foreman engaged and specialised equipment 
bought.  The management of the project was overseen by Kirk himself.  
Opponents of his involvement were surprised at how much he knew about the 
practical side of things – about water, transport, building and engines. 
 
Kirk was re-elected unopposed at the 1956 election, with seven of the nine 
Councillors from the Labour Party.  At the 1957 General Election, he was asked 
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to stand in Lyttelton, and won.  He resigned as Mayor to keep a promise he had 
made, to live in his electorate. 
 
The Kirk Mayoralty gave Kaiapoi that spark of difference that is often needed to 
turn attitudes around from apathy to zeal.  He was a working man with a young 
family, who fitted into the Kaiapoi community.  The fact that his job in 
Christchurch meant he had to commute, in common with many others, pointed 
to Kaiapoi’s future as a dormitory suburb of the city. 
 
[Kaiapoi : a search for identity] 
 
Note:  After his death in 1974, a collection was taken to have something in 
Kaiapoi in his memory.  It was decided, because of his extensive use of the 
Kaiapoi Library, that a special collection of books on a ‘Do-it-yourself’ theme be 
purchased and set up in the library. 
 
Although these books became dated and most withdrawn, a few books are still 
purchased each year from library funds, and added to the ‘Norman Kirk 
Collection.’ 
 
 
C T WILLIAMS – 1957-59 
 
Charles Thomas Williams, son of Morgan Williams (Mayor 1948-50) was widely 
known for his long term service in local body affairs in Kaiapoi. He was born at 
Ohoka in 1908.   Mr. Williams was first elected to the Council in 1937, serving at 
different times for more than 20 years altogether.  He was Deputy Mayor under 
Norman Kirk from 1953-57 and assumed the Mayoralty when Kirk entered 
Parliament.  Mr. Williams was Chairman of the Sewerage Committee between 
1953-57 when the Borough’s sewerage system was installed, and Chairman of 
the Works Committee and the Water sub-committee from 1974-77 when the 
high pressure water reticulation scheme was installed.  In recognition of his 
work, he was invited to switch on the system at the commissioning of the main 
pumping station in 1978. 
 
Mr. Williams was a member of the Waimakariri Harbour Board from 1941, until 
its dissolution in 1946 and its functions taken over by the Borough.  He worked 
strenuously for the re-opening of the Kaiapoi Port in 1958. 
 
In business as a produce merchant and shipping agent, Mr Williams grew 
potatoes at Ohoka and Swannanoa, and was a grower’s representative on the 
Potato Board from 1956 to 1962. 
 
Mr Williams was involved when the Rialto Theatre became the Kaiapoi 
Community Centre.  As the first life member of the Centre, he presented the 
keys at the official opening in 1969. 
 
He was closely associated with the North Canterbury Regional Arts Council 
from its beginning, and then formed the Kaiapoi Creative Arts Association, using 
the MV Tuhoe for exhibitions.  After the Kaiapoi Shipping Company ceased 
trading, the Tuhoe was permanently moored beside the wharf with Mr Williams 
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as its personal owner.  He later sold it for a nominal sum to the Cure Boating 
Club for use as a clubroom.  He was also a working member of the Canterbury 
Society of Arts, tutoring a sculpture class at Kaiapoi. 
 
For more than 40 years Mr Williams was associated with the Kaiapoi branch of 
the Workers’ Education Association, and was a vice-president for Canterbury in 
the 1960s. 
 
He died in January 1981. 
 
[Obituary ‘The Press’ 13.1.1981.] 
 
 
O M WILLIAMS – 1959-65 
 
Owen M Williams served as a Councillor for several terms from the 1940s.  As 
an independent candidate, he out-polled Mr C T Williams, no relation, the sitting 
Labour Party Mayor, to win the 1959 election in a low turnout.  Owen’s father, 
Joseph D Williams, was a Councillor in the 1930s, and his half brother, Trevor 
was also a Councillor in the 1980s.  
 
Mr Williams, a Garage Proprietor, was a keen motorsport enthusiast, with a 
particular affection for motorcycles.  He was a life member of the Pioneer Motor 
Club, the Waimakariri Sailing and Powerboat Club, the Kaiapoi Workingmen’s 
Club and served as President of the Kaiapoi Camera Club. 
 
He died in office, May 1965.   
 
 
B O WILLIAMS – 1971-80 
 
Benjamin Owen Williams, a son of Owen, carried on his father’s business as a 
Garage Proprietor at the corner of Williams and Cass Streets.  (The present 
Caltex service station) He first served on the Council during the 1950-53 term.   
 
During his term as Mayor the town was changing, with new subdivisions 
opening up and the Woollen Mill closing.  Kaiapoi High School opened in 1972.   
In 1977 a Ratepayers and Residents Association was formed.  Some residents 
felt that too much business was being conducted “in committee.” A rift that 
developed between the Council and the Association prompted the Association, 
with the help of the Worker’s Education Association, to run a seminar with the 
object of providing a team of people prepared to stand in the 1980 local body 
elections.  The election saw a number of those involved in the Association’s 
course being elected. The new Mayor, Howard Cumberland, was a sitting 
Councillor who was sympathetic to the aims of the Association. 
 
Thus, Ben Williams’ tenure was one of a rapidly expanding Borough, with all the 
added responsibilities associated with that, and also amalgamation talks were 
taking place, which did not meet with the Ratepayers’ approval.  
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H CUMBERLAND – 1980-86 
 
Howard W Cumberland was born in 1921 in Shrewsbury, England and served in 
the Royal Air Force in World War Two.  He came to New Zealand in 1946 with 
his wife and children.  They first lived in Ashburton, before coming to Kaiapoi in 
the early 1960s where Howard worked as an electrical inspector for the Kaiapoi 
Electricity Department.  He was elected as a Councillor in 1977.  It was during 
that first term that amalgamation with Rangiora County Council was proposed.  
He was one of three Councillors opposed to the move, and at the next election 
the Kaiapoi Ratepayers and Residents Association backed him for the 
Mayoralty.  He won with a large majority, defeating the three term incumbent, 
Ben Williams. The proposed merger with the County was rejected. 
 
After his election, he became perhaps the Borough’s first full-time Mayor, 
having retired from his Electrical Inspector position. A room was provided at the 
Council office, where residents could meet him by appointment or just call in.   
 
During his two terms, the new library was built, underground wiring of Kaiapoi’s 
electrical supply was extended, and Kaiapoi became one of the first towns to 
register as ‘A Beautiful Town.’   
 
Mr Cumberland also served as President of the Kaiapoi Golf Club, was involved 
with the Waimakariri-Ashley Lifeboat Association and the Hinemoa Hockey 
Club. 
 
Mr Cumberland died suddenly on April 14, 2001. 
 
[Obituary ‘North Canterbury News’ 24.4.2001.] 
 
 
H G MCALLISTER – 1986-89 
 
Hector George McAllister was born in Kaiapoi.  His first job was as a pig grader 
for the Pig Marketing Association. He then became a lamb grader at the 
Canterbury Frozen Meat Company.  After his service in the Pacific in World War 
Two, where he contracted malaria, he was advised to take an outside job, so he 
became a gardener for the Council.  Later he worked at Yellowlee’s coal yard 
for a few years before becoming the Personnel Manager at the Woollen Mill 
until its closure.  
 
He began serving on the Council from the 1968 election.  He was Chairman of 
the Reserves Committee from his second term.  His interest in the gardens 
began many years previously when he helped the Kaiapoi Beautifying 
Association’s gardener during school holidays.  Mr C M Williams passed on to 
him valuable information about pines and tree grafting.  Mabel McAllister keenly 
supported her husband in his efforts.  Each season, they propagated the 
bedding plants for the town reserves.  They also propagated seeds from pines 
and kowhai trees to plant out.   
 
He spent many years as a volunteer fireman, rising to the rank of Chief Fire 
Officer. 
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His term was spent opposing local body amalgamation.  Submissions to the 
Local Government Commission were to no avail, the outcome being that 
Kaiapoi became part of Waimakariri District with its headquarters in Rangiora. 
He was elected to the new District Council and was the first Chairman of the 
Kaiapoi Community Board.   Thus Mr McAllister was the last Mayor to wear the 
Kaiapoi Mayoral chain.   
 
Mr McAllister died on 26 March 2005 and the revamped Kaiapoi Town Square 
was renamed McAllister Square in appreciation of his active interest in the 
parks and reserves of Kaiapoi.  A second memorial stone exists at the 
rhododendron garden off the Northern Motorway, given by the Kaiapoi 
Beautifying Association. 


