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ILLIAM BAXTER is said to have been 
the first white man to make his home 

in Kaiapoi, but there are records of sailing 
vessels visiting the place long before nis ar- 
rival. 

During Kaiapoi's infancy, most business 
activity was, naturally enough, concentrated 
about the river, and Charles Street was a 
busy locality. Hotels and warehouses lined 
the thoroughfare, and farm drays queued up 
with outward cargo for the ships. 

Names such as Day, Birch, Black, and 
others are associated with the shipping era, 
and readers may note with some surprise 
that they are not recorded with other pion- 
eers. 

Many of these people have left but scanty 
evidence of their stay, and little if any in- 
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terest would be aroused if their activities i 
were recorded in a larger volume. ! 

The town's progress, what there is of it, 
has been dealt with in other publications, 
but the information contained in these pages 
has not, as far as I know, been printed 
before. 

In  collecting this memoirs my only motive 
has been to rescue from oblivion some. a t  
least, of the history pertaining to the 
pioneers of Kaiapoi. 

C.B., 
81 Raven Street, 

August, 1941. 
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Recollections of the Author. 

ALTHOUGH I cannot claim to be an old- 
time resident of Kaiapoi, yet my memory 

goes more than half a century back. to a 
time when there was ample evidence of the 
activities of the very earliest days of the 
settlement. 

I was born near Hassall's ford in 1884 and 
my earliest recollection is a seemingly end- 
less wilderness of gorse and bloom extending 
from the ford to the Girder Bridge near the 
outlet of the Gust River, better known as 
the Main Drain. 

This wilderness was the happy hunting 
ground of children living round about, and 
in the summer we bird-nested and played 
Indians with willow bows and arrows to our 
heart's content. 

The North Branch of the river, now called 
the Eyre, was a clear, shingly stream then, 
and big flounders darted about over the peb- 
bley bottom. These fish not only provided 
exciting sport, but also a change of diet. 
Whitebait came up the stream in great 
quantities during the season; indeed we 
caught so much a t  times that we could not 
give it away but boiled it for the fowls. The 
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usual price of whitebait was fourpence per 
quart. 

Mr. A. J. Alexander was in charge of the 
new brick school in Hilton Street when I 
first went to school there in 1889, Mr. Gar- 
rard and Michael Lynskey being assistant 
masters. During recess we boys who carried 
our lunch had time to wander round the 
town. The ~ u o n  Belle, Rock Lily, and Kes- 
trel were often a t  the wharves, and the 
paddle steamer Diamond lay anchored out 
in the stream. I never a t  any time saw the 
little steamer in action, but there are elderly 
people in Kaiapoi even a t  the present time 
-1941Ã‘ who remember the vessel making 
moonlight trips to the river mouth, and Mr. 
A. Blakeley can recall the Brass Band pro- 
viding music on these excursions. 

Just upstream from the main bridge and 
on the south side of the river stood a small 
wharf and two shops; in my school days 
one a tinsmith's, and the other a fish shop. 

From the wharf a light railway crossed 
Raven Street and served a large general 
store with goods from the ships. At this 
time the old bridge was so constructed that 
it could be opened to allow the passage of 
ships. 

The Council foreman's house was on the 
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south approach to the main bridge and was 
surmounted by a small bell-tower. The bell 
was rung a t  8 a.m., noon, 1 p.m., and 5 pm. 
on all working days. 

Kerosene lamps served to illumine the 
street corners but on moonlight nights these 
lamps were not lighted. 

In these days of swift transport i t  is diffi- 
cult to visualise the slow, plodding horses 
pulling drays laden with potatoes and other 
produce from the surrounding districts. 

The needs of the horse were met by the 
saddlers, blacksmiths, and stable proprietors 
in almost every street. 

Well worth recording is the fact that t h e  
last horse shoer and blacksmith to give up 
business in Kaiapoi was Mr. Lancelot Baker, 
a grandson of Mr. James Baker who came 
to New Zealand in one of the first four 
ships. Mr. L. Edmonds, too, continued his 
trade as a saddler in Raven Street until the 
motor vehicle had ousted almost all tLe 
horses from the streets. As late as  the 
eighties, farm drays were often used as  fam- 
ily transport to the Christchurch A. and P. 
Show and to other functions such as picnics 
and sports meetings. 

Kaiapoi had to depend on travelling art- 
ists and dramatic companies supplemented 
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by local concerts for musical and dramatic 
entertainment; pianos were few and the 
humbler instruments such as accordeons and 
concertinas were used in the homes of the 
people. I remember seeing the first efficient 
gramophone a t  the Christchurch Show. 
Three-pence was charged for the privilege 
of inserting tubes from the instrument into 
one's ears to hear the records. Somewhere 
about 1894 the " Kinetiscope," a pre-runner 
of the cinematograph, was in operation one 
evening a t  St. Bartholomew's Sunday School 
in Cass Street. The film, which ran under 
a slotted aperture before one's eyes, depicted 
among other subjects " The Horseless Car- 
riage as seen in the Streets of Paris." A 
humble beginning indeed for the cinema 
and the motor car. 

The improvement of transport and hous- 
ing, the introduction of electricity, wireless, 
and other mechanical helps, have been com- 
mon to all New Zealand, and need not be 
dwelt upon here, but there is another and 
debit side. 

As late as the eighties, apples, pears and 
stone fruits were free from serious blight 
and grub pests which today necessitate 
spraying. Many weeds now constituting a 
nuisance were almost unknown in early 
times, and the virgin soil fertile to a degree 
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not met with in much of the exhausted soil 
of 1941. 

The social side of the home life of the 
people was more in evidence in the old days 
before the advent of animated pictures and 
the motor car. In winter particularly the 
family would congregate before a bright fire 
and talk over the day's activities or look 
through the illustrated weeklies which now 
have suspended publication. Reading aloud 
was not unusual and a good book was re- 
garded as a treasure. 

Though these memoirs do not deal with 
the Maori people, I feel I cannot conclude 
without some mention of a few who have 
identified themselves with Kaiapoi more 
than with Tuahiwi. Many people still re- 
member Joseph Solomon (Huria), an  ardent 
Salvationist and a Maori gentleman who 
had the respect and goodwill of all who were 
privileged to know him. Canon Stack, in 
his book "Kaiapohia" mentions "Solomon, a 
very civilised native" who was helpful to 
him. William Uru when a young man de- 
lighted everybody with his wrestling and 
feats of strength, and stories of this genial 
giant are still told about his football prow- 
ess. The Roberts boys attended the Kaiapoi 
School, Peter being noted for his excellent 
physique. 
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At the present time we have Mr. William 
Karaitiana, an expert billiards player, who 
for some time held a seat on the Kaiapoi 
Borough Council, and some years ago the 
death occurred of Thomas Green, a keen 
Oddfellow and for a period Master of his 
Lodge. Though his sight was impaired for 
a great part of his life to such an  extent 
as to merely distinguish light from dark his 
pleasant voice and interesting conversation 
were a pleasure to any listener. 

The descendants of many of those men- 
tioned have adopted new ways of living and 
turned to new pursuits and pleasures, but I 
trust that sometimes a t  least they will run 
their hands over the notched whakapapa 
and remember their ancestors. 

l 

HE date of GEORGE ASHLEY'S arrival 
in New Zealand is uncertain, but it is 

l known that when a boy of eleven years he 
ran away from his home in England, and 
went to sea. He saw most of the important 

l ports in Europe and America before visiting 
I 
J Australia, where he remained for some time. 
I Attracted by the gold rush in Westland, he 

crossed the Tasman Sea and subsequently 
4 engaged in gold prospecting work on "The 
I Coast," as it was called then. Mr. Ashley 
l used to recall the operations of the Burgess- 

Kelly gang which had caused much alarm 
in Westland. There he met Mr. Venables 
and later followed the Venables family to 
Kaiapoi. The swing bridge was being erect- 
ed when Mr. Ashley arrived here, and he 

? secured employment on its construction. He 
also worked on the main bridge contract in 

I 1884, and from then cnward operated a 

l 
carrying service until the close of his life. 
His wife was a daughter of the pioneer John 
Harper. His children, William, Herbert, and 

I 
l Mrs. P. Clarke, are well known in Kaiapol. 
! 
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JAMES ANDERSON came to Mew Zealand 
a few years after the arrival of the 

first four ships and had a blacksmithing 
business in Charles Street and later on the 
North Road opposite Damley Square. He 
died In the early eighties. Mrs. James An- 
derson (nee M. A. Alfrey) arrived in the 
"Charlotte Jane" in 1850 as nurse to Doctor 
Barker's children. Died 1921. Miss Marian 
Anderson and Jessie (Mrs. W. Tait) are the 
only children living in Kaiapoi. 

ABOUT nine o'clock one summer's Sunday 
morning in 1900, the people of Kaiapoi 

were startled by a rushing sound which 
started In the east, passed overhead with an  
appalling roar, and died away westward. 
Meteorologists considered that the sound 
was caused by a meteorite passing close to 
the earth. Travelling as It did from east to 
west, the rotation speed of our atmosphere 
would be added to the velocity of the met- 
eorite, the relative speed possibly amount- 
ing to two thousand miles per hour. A 
heavily overcast sky prevented anyone see- 
tag the object, and undoubtedly a magni- 
ficent spectacle was missed by the weather 
conditions prevailing. 
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IN 1850 JAMES and MRS. BAKER, with 
six children, arrived in the " Cressy," one 

of the "First Four Ships." The family lived 
in Lyttelton for a few years, Mr. Baker 
working on the construction of the Perry 
Road, but later all came to Kaiapoi, having 
walked all the way from Lyttelton. For 
some time Mr. Baker carried the mail on 
horseback from Christchurch, and had to 
ferry across the Waimakariri. He then pur- 
chased land in Kaiapoi and was later In 
partnership with Mr. Isaac Wilson in oper- 
ating a threshing mill. 

The Bakers' first house was between Otaki 
and Sneyd Streets, but in 1859 another was 
built Otaki Street. The first Methodist 
~ h u r c f i  services were held in the earlier 
home. Mrs. Thorne, the last surviving mem- 
ber of the family, is now eighty years of 
age, and still occupies the Otaki Street 
homestead. The Baker family comprised 
Richarg Fred, Edward, William and Jack 
(twins), Aaron, Edwin, Mrs. Robt. Wright, 
Mrs. Isaac Wilson, Mrs. Brigg, and Mrs. 
Thorne. 

The pioneer died in 1885, aged 67, and his 
widow in 1905, aged 85. 



16 Old SKaiapo 

THOMAS BLACKMORE V"'astle of Eden" 
1851) spent most of his life farming 

in the vicinity of Kaiapoi, where he was 
held in the greatest respect for his sterling 
character. Mr. Blackmore was presented to 
the Prince of Wales (now Duke of Windsor) 
during the Royal visit to New Zealand. A 
very fine photograph exists showing His 
Royal Highness shaking hands and chatting 
with Mr. Blackmore. His sons have engaged 
In farming elsewhere, but two daughters 
live in Chrlstchurch. A brother (John) also 
came out on the " Castle of Eden." 

THE WRECK OF THE "AWAKE BELLE." 

WAS an eye-witness of the wreck," 
s t a t e s  Mrs. Maurice Phillips. "The 

'Awake Belle' came on the bar with a 
light easterly wind, but suddenly the breeze 
dropped, and the ship lost steering way, 
drifting on to the beach. The Captain (Ted 
Mallash) and crew, thinking the vessel safe, 
came ashore, but during the night a north- 
west gale sprang up, and the next morning 
the sea was pounding the ship to pieces." 

At low tide the skeleton of the "Awake 
Belle" may still (1941) be seen. 

boue-Belcher and Fairweather's Coach leaving from 
r North Road and Beach Road. 
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THOUGH not an  early arrival, H. R. 
BUTCHER'S activities had considerable 

effect on Kaiapoi. He started a wool scour- 
ing works in Clothier's Road about the year 
1884 which continued in operation for over 
fifty years and gave steady employment to 
many hands. Some early employees were: 
James Heney, Peter Bate, and James Bol- 
lington, some later ones being Jack, Fred, 
and Henry Wyatt, and William Bradley. 
Augustas Vaughan and Harry Wilson served 
long periods as waggon drivers. James Mil- 
ler and Ernest Morris were employed at the 
works for many years. During the greater 
part of the time Mr. T. C .  Butcher managed 
the business. 

One of the earliest motor cars in the dis- 
trict was owned by Mr. H. R. Butcher, the 
machine being a single-cylinder Cadillac. 
There were, however, other cars of the 
"buggy" type before this. Mr. Butcher was 
a lay rea.der in the Anglican Church and 
served on the Kaiapoi school committee. 
Both he and Mrs. Butcher lived to ripe old 
age a t  their home near Hassall's (Butcher's) 
Ford. 
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M R S .  J. W. BARNAKD is a daughter of 
Mr. David Heney who in the early days 

of this settlement lived in the Beach Road 
about one mile from the sea. Mrs. Barnard 
was a pupil a t  Mathews' School and remem- 
bers the Beach Road as  a bullock track 
through " Wild Irishman," flax, niggerheads, 
and manuka. The scrub sheltered pukekos, 
wekas, and white herons. 

In the home the cooking facilities were 
necessarily primitive, a "crane" or pivetted 
rod holding the utensils over the open fire. 
Mrs. Barnard recalls that the Heney child- 
ren gathered shells from the old Maori 
dumps and burnt them for lime when their 
father needed mortar. Her parents had a 
dairy farm and prepared salted butter in 
tubs to be sent to England. The need for 
recreation was met by races on draught- 
horses and Mrs. Barnard remembers the 
Volunteers in their red coats riding the 
rather clumsy steeds. Sports were held in 
the Kaikainui paddocks (now Willock Street) 
and the children were able to buy ginger- 
bread squares a t  one penny each; these were 
the only sweets available. 

"We had plenty of whitebait in the sea- 
son," said Mrs. Barnard in answer to a ques- 
tion. "We used to boil the pukekos for soup, 
and wekas for oil, then thought to be good 
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for rheumatics. I remember much of the 
early shipping. There was the 'John Bul- 
lock,' - two hundred tons - the schooner 
* Anne,' the ' Sturt,' the steamers * Koomer- 
ang,' ' Ringaroma,' and ' Moa '-the last was 
a paddle steamer. The sailing vessel 'Isa- 
bella Jackson' (Captain Watson) was lost 
after leaving Kaiapoi. My brothers saw her 
clear the bar, and then came home. A 
few hours later, a man on the Amberley 
beach noticed a ship in full sail some dis- 
tance out, but after a short interval was 
surprised when there was no sight of any- 
thing on the sea. I t  was thought that she 
turned turtle shortly after the man saw her. 
No trace of the ' Isabella Jackson ' was ever 
found. However the shipping trade gradually 
died away, killed, I think, by the railways 
and more recently, the motor-vehicles." 

At the time of writing Mrs. Barnard lives 
in Charles Street. Two children live in 
Kaiapoi-Ralph and Florence (Mrs. E. Bris- 
tow). Another daughter, Elma (Mrs. Les. 
Wylie), lives in the North Island. 



THOMAS BLACKBURN arrived in Lyttel- 
ton in the early fifties. The family lived 

in tents a t  Felton's Ferry for some time, the 
conditions being primitive in the extreme. 
Mr. Blackburn constructed a bed-stead from 
the trunks of cabbage trees and placed it in 
the tent, the children sleeping on toi-toi and 
fern under the bed-stead. One night the 
children narrowly escaped suffocation when 
the structure collapsed. 

The Blackburns lived for some time in 
Ohoka Road and later removed to Sneyd 
Street. There, Mr. Blackburn built the 
frame work of a house, and. deceived by the 
long spell of fine weather, roofed the build- 
ing with hessian. Heavy rain then forced 
him to replace the hessian with corrugated 
iron, but, ignorant of the technique of plac- 
ing the iron, Mr. Blackburn drove the nails 
through the low corrugations, and the roof 
leaked like a sieve. However, the trouble was 
later rectified. Both Mr. Blackburn and his 
wife resided in Sneyd Street until their 
deaths. 

William Blackburn came out with his par- 
ents and though only nine years of age had 
already worked for over two years in a fac- 
tory near Manchester. He was employed a t  
the brick works on the North Road about a 
quarter of a mile south of Kaiapoi, and 
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when older helped in the hauling of timber 
from Church Bush. He worked also on Mr. 
R. Evans' road contracts as  far as  Cust. Mr. 
Blackburn lived for many years a t  Clark- 
ville but later moved to Kaiapoi and was 
employed a t  the Woollen Mills. He died in 
1933. Well known in Kaiapoi, his children 
are: William, John, and Charles, Andrew 
(killed in the Great War), Gordon, George, 
Fred, Mrs. Cowley, Mrs. Hide, and Mrs. 
Waters. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF A LADY RESIDENT. 

"1 REMEMBER Cameron's Mill in the old 
days. My father used to take his wheat 

there, and sometimes took me with him. I 
can recollect the huge wheel splashing round 
and a fine mist from the churning water 
hanging between the trees. I n  the morning 
sunshine there was always a rainbow there 
and on one particular morning a fantail vas 
flitting to and fro through the bright bow. 
To my young mind, the lovely little bird 
seemed to be dashing in and out of the 
gates of Paradise." 



CHARLES BBIGHTING was the son of a 
London boot manufacturer and arrived 

in New Zealand as a youth. He started a 
boot business in Peraki Street, but later 
moved to Charles Street, where the business 
continued until his death. Mr. Brighting re- 
tained his residence in Peraki Street, his 
wife being a daughter of Mr. Hayman, a 
member of the Police Force. 

I t  is related that, during the 1887 flood, 
Mr. Brighting built a raft in order to take 
hot drink and food to his neighbours, the 
Brighting home being the only storied house 
in the street. After several successful voy- 
ages the craft suddenly collapsed, throwing 
Mr. Brighting and his son Herbert into the 
muddy torrent. 

Mr. Brighting was of a most genial dis- 
position, a popular officer in the Fire Brig- 
ade, and a Borough Councillor. 

Only one member of the Brighting family 
(Mrs. Lee Oram) remains in Kaiapoi at the 
time of writing. 
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,EDWIN BATE arrived In Kaiapoi during 
the early days of the settlement and 

later married a Miss Sellars. He was a coun- 
cillor for a period. His family have all left 
Kaiapoi, but were a t  one time well known 
in the town. Peter, " Judd," William, Jack, 
and Walter, the last being a fine bandsman, 
were some of Mr. Bate's children. 

Mr. Peter Bate, a brother of Edwin, is said 
to have come to New Zealand in search of 
him. I t  is related that on the voyage out 
an  albatross fell on the ship's deck, and 

- owing to its injured state was killed and 
skinned, two muffs being made from the 
breast feathers. One of these was until 
quite recently in the possession of Mrs. 
Frank White (a daughter). A painter and 
decorator, Mr. Peter Bate is said to have 
travelled to Otira and Kaikoura in connec- 
tion with his work. Both these trips were 
rough and difficult in those times. 

Mr. Bate died in 1931, his wife having pre- 
deceased him in 1928. Their children were: 
Winnie (Mrs. F. White), Orthus, Lawrence, 
Amy, and Edward. 
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MRS. RICHARD BAKER is a daughter of 
Joseph Keetley, iron founder who oper- 

ated an  iron works in Peraki Street. At the 
age of four years Mrs. Baker with her par- 
ents landed from the ship " Mystery " in 
March, 1859, and came on to Christchurch 
as they had been told that the houses in 
Lyttelton were mere pigstyes. The family 
came up the Heathcote in a small vessel and 
had to walk four miles to Christchurch, an  
unknown lady giving the children something 
to eat on the way. Recalling her childhood, 
Mrs. Baker says: "The Maoris used to per- 
form hakas near the present site of the 
Woollen Mills. The Keetley and other child- 
ren were sometimes invited to Mr. Sneyd's 
home and were allowed to eat their fill of 
strawberries from the first three rows only. 
On other occasions they picnicked a t  Bully 
White's when the peaches were ripe. The 
trees were laden," continued Mrs. Baker, 
' a n d  large quantities were fed to the pigs. 
We had to make our own fun in those days. 
To make marbles we used to get clay, roll 
it in our hands, and afterwards bake it on 
a fire. Cricket balls we made from flax." 

Mrs. Baker recalled an incident of her 
school days a t  Mathews': " A  Hayman boy 
got into mischief and his father, one of the 
first policemen stationed here, locked the 
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youngster up in a prison cell. We children 
went over in body to demand his release, 
but Mr. Hayman looked so fierce that we 
Tan for our lives." 

When the men went to the gold-diggings, 
there was a shortage of labour and two of 
the Keetley girls (Mrs. Baker and Mrs. Has- 
sail) assisted in the iron-works. Mrs. Baker 
says that they made the railway gates for 
the Malvern line. 

Most of Mrs. Baker's married life was 
spent near the Woollen Mills, her husband 
being a trusted servant of the K.W.C. 

(.EOBGE BBOADLEY and his family were 
passengers from England on the ship 

"Surat." which was wrecked in 1873 on 
a reef near the mouth of the Catlins River. 
The passengers were subsequently rescued 
by a French warship. The Broadleys resided 
in the south for some time before coming 
to Kaiapoi. Walter, Charles, Alfred, and 
James, the last-named surviving a t  the time 
of writing, have been prominent residents of 
Kaiapoi. 
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Â ¥  BUTT - ship "Herefordshire," 1879 - 
had been preceded by his brother James 

In the 60's, the latter being a widely-known 
bridge builder, who constructed White's 
Bridge, the "cutting" on Coutts Island, and 
the main bridge in Kaiapoi. Mr. F. Butt 
assisted with the two last named, and to- 
gether with Mr. Ayres, plastered the abut- 
ments of the Kaiapoi structure. He had a 
narrow escape from drowning during the 
Coutts Island contract, being rescued from 
the river with some difficulty. The parents 
of these two brothers also came out on the 
" Herefordshire," and lived in Akaroa Street . 
in a house prepared for them. The mother 
was a sister of Mrs. James Baker ("CressyYy). 
The daughters married Mr. George Alfred 
Ellen and Mr. George Geering. 

Mr. James Butt was engaged in the hard- 
ware business for some years, but moved to 
Cheviot, and his brother Fred died recently 
a t  Belfast. 

TAMES BALL was born a t  Upton, Hamp- 
shire, and arrived in Kaiapoi about 1877. 

He worked for Mr. Parnham and later a t  
Hayward's, Clarkville. Died 1914. His child- 
ren were Anne, Charles, William, Elizabeth, 
Isaac, Edward, Ellen, John, and Tryphena 
(Mrs. Mealings) . 

I MRS. T. G. BLACKWELL was a daughter 1 of Mr. George Vogeler, of Sneyd Street? 
, 
I and is best remembered presiding behind 
) the counter of her husband's shop on the > 

l corner of Hilton and High Streets. She had 
a charming way with children and the ! j  writer has a clear recollection of her sweet 

1 smile and delightful conversation, seeming 
l a t  once to turn the little shop into a wonder- 

i land. There was a bran tub near the coun- 
ter, which had the amazing power of pro- 

1 ducing from its depths the very toy which 

i one desired. The writer now suspects that 
Mrs. Blackwell was the good fairy who first 

$ subtly ascertained the wants of her little 

1 customers before immersing the desired toy 
in the bran. During her long residence in 
Kaiapoi Mrs. Blackwell was the good angel 

1 i of the town, visiting the sick and comforting 
i those in trouble. She survived her husband 

i 1 by some years. 

11 AMES BRYDEN, J.P., was born in Ayr- 
shire, Scotland, and came to New Zea- 

land in 1879, but did not reside in Kaiapoi 
until 1906. Mr. Bryden had three terms on 
the Borough Council and served on other 
local bodies. He is a member of the Rifle 
Club and an  expert shot. His two sons are 
Mr. Frank and Dr. W. Bryden. 

l 




