
ALEXANDER McGREGOB came to New 
Zealand in the ship "Storm Cloud" and 

took part in the Gabriel's Gully gold rush, 
but later worked on the construction of the 
Lyttelton Tunnel, He subsequently held the 
position of ganger on the railway and took 
part in the remarkable change-over from the 
broad to narrow gauge. the line from Christ- 
church to Rangiora being altered in one day. 
Messrs. Fisher and Rinaldi were associated 
with Mr. McGregor on the railway work. He 
died in 1903. A son, George, is well-known 
as a past fireman and superintendent of the 
local brigade. Alex. and Duncan are well- 
known ex-footballers, the latter being easily 
the foremost player of his time. In 1905, 
when with the All Blacks in England, the 
prowess of this fine footballer caused a sen- 
sation. 
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KENNETH McINTOSH (ship " Mystery," 
1859) was married on the eve of his de- 

parture from the Old Country. On arrival 
here, Mr. and Mrs. Mclntosh took a position 
with the owner of "Turner's Run," a huge 
area which included Ouruhia. Later, Mr. 
Mclntosh had a season in the shearing 
sheds, including Glenmark and other big 
stations, the men having to walk great dis- 
tances from one station to another. Subse- 
quently the couple lived in a slab hut near 
the present golf links, the rent being three 
shillings a week, the pioneer taking up work 
in the Maori Bush. This bush extended to 
the present Woodend Hotel, and it was near 
there that the family later took up their 
residence, costing two shillings weekly. A 
saving," Mrs. Mclntosh ironically remarked, 
"of one shilling a week." The children, how- 
ever, were discontented on account of the 
tin in the windows, the little ones wishing 
to look out on the new view. 
In 1867 the family moved to the Kaiapoi 

Beach Road, where Mr. McIntosh had taken 
up land. About this time one "Billy Crook" 
leased a portion of the holding and signed 
a contract to fence the area, but to the 
owner's dismay, the tenant erected a ram- 
shackle fence, the posts being only a few 
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inches in the ground. A "crook" fence W- 
deed. 

Mr. Mclntosh was an  authority on breed- 
ing Clydesdale horses and acted as judge a t  
various shows. He died in 1906. 

A son, Hector, also a farmer and horse 
breeder, was Mayor of Kaiapoi for a period, 
and with his brother Robert, who was Mayor 
of Rangiora, inaugurated the Mclntosh 
Shield. 

Another son, ~ e n n e t h ,  has a clear recol- 
lection of the coaches swaying through the 
sand-dunes from the main bridge to Sewell 
Street and thence to the Pier Hotel, a right- 
of-way then existing. He has served on the 
Harbour Board and resides a t  the time of 
writing with his son Ken a t  the end of the 
Beach Road. 

I CORPORAL 5. McGARRY, Royal Artillery, 
Battery W., was the holder of the Cri- 

mean, Turkish, and China rned.ils with 
clasps. In the book "Right o' the Line " 
(Berrey) appears the following: " One fine 

l 
morning, that of the 25th October, 1854, the 
enemy appeared in force in front of Bala- 
clava. All the world knows the event 01 that 

I day-how the noble six hundred charged the 
whole Russian Army-but all the world does 
not know that in the Turkish redoubts were 

i four gallant English artillery men, D. Jen- 
l kins, J. McGarry, J. Barret, and another 
i named Lancaster. The Russians approached 

and the Turks fled from their lines. The 
English gunners stuck to their posts and 
spiked the guns when there was danger that 
the redoubts would be taken. Jenkins and 
McGarry received the French and Sardiniqn 
medals for their bravery." On his retire- 
ment from the Army, Mr. McGarry came to 
New Zealand and lived in Kaiapoi until his 
death a t  the age of 78. In 1910 Lord Kit- 
chener shook hands with the veteran and 
publicly congratulated him upon his fine 
record. Mr. McGarry was always given a 
place of honour in Kaiapoi's public func- 
tions, his soldierly bearing being most notice- 
able. 

Mrs. P. Ayres, Mrs. W. Clarke, Mrs. W. 
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Orchard, and Mr. J. McGarry, children of 
the veteran, are residents of Kaiapoi. We 
are indebted to Mr. Tom Ayres, a grandson, 
for lending the book quoted. 

AFTER a voyage of three months, ROBERT 
McALEER with his wife and family of 

two arrived from Ireland on the sailing ship 
ggOpawa" in 1878. The family travelled over- 
land to Gust by bullock team and was ac- 
commodated in an immigrant cottage until 
a house could be built. Nearly twenty years 
later, Mr. McAleer moved to Kaiapoi, the 
family consisting of six boys and seven girls. 

Mr. McAleer was of a quiet and unassum- 
ing nature and took no part in public life. 
Some of his married daughters reside in 
Kaiapoi a t  the time of writing. 

H A R R Y  MILES was born a t  Seven Oaks, 
Kent, coming to New Zealand in 1871 

and to Kaiapoi in 1886. Mr. Miles was the 
proprietor of various stables in the town, one 
being the Kaikanui stables on Ohoka Road. 
He operated a coach service to Christchurch 
and was an  early taxi proprietor. His child- 
ren were Antony, Emily (Mrs. Bray), Harry, 
Lily, Frank, Edward, Huia, and Isaac (killed 
in the Great War). 
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T H E  NORMAN FAMILY was undoubtedly 
one of the first to settle in Kaiapoi, and 

it is known that they came out before the 
First Four Ships. 

William George Norman lived not far from 
the present site of the Woollen Mills, and 
after some years sent for his father (also 
William Norman) and his mother. They ar- 
rived in the ship "Minerva l' in 1852. 

Mrs. Henry Storer, the only surviving 
daughter of the pioneers, states that her 
parents and grandparents were necessarily 
much in contact with the Maori people and 
helped the natives by nursing their sick, a t  
the same time instilling the more hygienic 
methods of living. The Normans, father and 
son, were engaged in clerical work; the lat- 
ter kept the books of Belcher and Fair- 
weather's transport business. Mrs. Storer 
recollects Mr. Fairweather going to the high- 
est window of the house still in use a t  the 
end of the Beach Road and looking through 
a telescope in search of the " Crest." This 
vessel was wrecked in a cave a t  the Akaroa 
Heads, Mr. William Belcher and Captain 
Ellis being drowned after clinging to the 
rocks for two days. Heroic but unavailing 
efforts to save the men were made by people 
in the vicinity. Mrs. William Burgess, who 
died recently, was a sister of Mrs. Storer, 
who now lives just off Sneyd Street. 
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CHAS. OBAM was a passenger to Mew Zea- 
land in the ship "Glentanner" in 1857. 

As an  indication of the size of the ships of 
those years it may be mentioned that the 
"Glentanner" was of 600 tons displacement. 
A fierce storm off the Cape broke a mast 
off short, and left but half of another, and 
i t  was considered fortunate that the ship 
survived the ordeal. 

Mr. Oram became interested in the hotel 
business and was proprietor of the Pier 
Hoe1 in the coaching era. He was a patron 
of rowing, financing many regattas and trips 
by local crews to other waters. At one time 
Mr. Oram organised a very successful con- 
cert party, which collected funds for suffer- 
ers from the great fire of Lyttelton. Mrs. 
Oram was a daughter of Mr. Treleaven, one 
time owner of the Seven Mile Peg and some 
Christchurch properties. I t  is said that the 
Treleaven family had to make shift on their 
arrival with a lean-to placed against an  
earthen bank. While living in this impro- 
vised dwelling Mrs. Treleaven was much 
startled when a calf, slipping off the bank, 
fell through the roof. 

Mr. Oram's sons, Lee, Harry, Lionel, 
George and Jack are well-known in the 
town. 

The picturesque homestead of their youth 
was situated in Cass Street opposite the 
Anglican Church. 

AT every corner of Kaiapoi's early history 
we meet the sturdy figure of BEN PACK- 

WOOD, hauling timber from Church Bush, 
making roads, building earthen banks, and 
draining swamps. 

The exact date of Mr. Packwood's arrival 
is not known to the writer, but he certainly 
was in Kaiapoi during the very earliest 
years of the settlement. 

This pioneer was in his youth a man of 
great vigour and enterprise, but is now re- 
membered by elderly residents as a man In 
his declining years, engaged in hotel-keep- 
ing and other minor enterprises. Early 
sketches of the town show his bullock team, 
each animal being named. Mr. Packwood's 
sons were once well-known in Kaiapoi, and 
a grandson has become famous as a civil 
engineer. Mrs. George McAllister was a 
daughter of the pioneer. 
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EDWIN PARNHAM arrived in the ship 
' " Glentanner " during the late fifties. 
That he was a man of enterprise is evident 
In the fact that in less than twenty years 
he had acquired land holdings to the extent 
of thousands of acres. 

In addition to the "Beach Vale" home- 
stead, Mr. Parnham had land a t  Clarkville, 
a large area on either side of Ohoka Road 
between the Kaiapoi Borough and Sneyd 
Street, other areas extending to Hassall's 
Ford, and grazing farms north of Kaiapoi. 

Hundreds of pigs were bred and fattened 
on the Parnham properties, and as many as 
900 cattle were sold a t  the market in one 
year. The sheep brand XP was well-known 
a t  the wool sales, the shearing being done 
at  the Hassall's P)rd  property. 

Large quantities of "horse" beans were 
grown, these being cut with a side-delivery 
and hand tied, though later it was found 
possible to use a reaper and binder. 

Mr. Parnham was Mayor of Kaiapoi for 
a period and occupied other public and busi- 
ness positions, as did his sons the late Wal- 
ter and Frank. Mr. W. Parnham is a t  pre- 
sent living in Kaiwoi. , 
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-THOMAS PEARCE, a bricklayer, came 
from Greenwich and arrived in New Zea- 

land on the ship "Maori" in 1857. He was 
accompanied by his wife and two sons, Al- 
fred and Fredrick, and one daughter, later 
Mrs. Burnip. 

In 1895 Mr. Alfred Pearce took over a 
hardware business in High Street, vl-ich 
since his death some years ago has bern 
managed by his widow and daughter. l ie  
was a well-known builder, and constructed 
the Empire Bridge, Technical School, and a 
great number of private dwellings. Mr. 
Pearce was on several public bodies and 
served as Mayor of Kaiapoi. A son, Mr. 
Herbert Pearce, is also a builder, and one of 
his most notable undertakings was the build- 
ing of the Hapuku Bridge some six or seven 
miles north of Kaikoura. The huge cylinders 
of this bridge were sunk to rock bottom and 
filled with concrete, and have already with- 
stood the onslaughts of the swift Hapuku 
River for over a quarter of a century. 

Mr. Alfred Pearce's daughters have in the 
past distinguished themselves by their skill 
in the hockey field, and the Kaiapoi ladies' 
Hinemoa team rose to great prominence as  
a result of the Misses Pearces' skilled play, 
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M R S .  MAURICE PHILLIPS is a daughter 
of John Barnes, who came to New Zea- 

land In the "Star of India" in 1874. The 
Barnes family lived for some time in the 
Beehive Store in Charles Street. Mr. Barnes 
died in 1908. 

Mrs. Phillips attended Matthew's School 
a short time before it closed. She recollects 
the difficulties of early house-keeping, and 
states that her father made an oven from 
an oil drum set in clay. The family made 
candles from tallow before the advent of 
sperm candles. Mrs. Phillips remembers at  
least one lady wearing a crinoline, probably 
the last to be worn in Kaiapoi. Fresh in her 
mind Is the sight of great heaps of burnt 
sugar after the great fire in High Street. 

THE first executive of the Kaiapoi Working 
Men's Club, or management committee, 

as it was then called, consisted of the fol- 
lowing gentlemen: Messrs L. J. Cox (Presi- 
dent), J. Carrington (Vice-President), W. 
Hayman (Secretary). Committee: 0. M. 
Adams, F. Smith, F. Taylor, J. Warwick, S. 
Gee, H. Vogel, J. Preece, S. Goldthorpe, J. 
Stewart, C. Belcher, J. Whitehead, and J. 
Holland. 

A bove-The orig 

Below- 
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{ P L I A M  PUDDLE arrived a t  Lyttelton 
in the ship "Rakaia" during the year 

1875. In common with the other passengers 
his family suffered from the poor food and 
drinking water. A daughter, a child of ten 
a t  the time (now Mrs. W. Thurlow), had a 
narrow escape from going over-board. She 
was playing on the bulwarks and lost her 
balance, when a sailor's strong arm saved 
her in the very act of falling. 

Mr. Puddle worked on the Parnham es- 
tates, and was caretaker of the park for a 
time. A keen Salvationist, he resided in 
Kaiapol until his death. 

Mrs. G. Green, Mrs. J. Thompson, Mrs. 
Thurlow, and a son William are at present 
living in Kaiapoi. 

THOMAS BEVELL sailed in the ship "Min- 
erva" from Plymouth on October 12th, 

1852, and arrived at Lyttelton on February 
2nd, 1853. His family of five sons and five 
daughters accompanied their mother and 
father, the sons being William Horton, Ed- 
ward, John, Henry, and Thomas. The daugh- 
ters, who married later were: Mrs. Higgens, 
Mrs. Henry Torlesse, Mrs. H. D. Macferson, 
Mrs. Arthur Ellis, and Mrs. Danvers, 
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The male members of the family came a t  
once to Kaiapoi and built a house on "Koro- 
tueka," a property near the confluence of 
the Cam and Eyre Rivers. The name Koro- 
tueka was derived from a creek on the prop- 
erty, now little more than a depression. The 
land was bought by Mr. Revell In England 
from the New Zealand Company. 

The Rev. Raven's bullock team is said to 
have transported the Revel1 family to their 
new home a t  Kaiapoi. Maori people on fish- 
ing expeditions frequently camped near the 
homestead and the family became quite 
conversant with the native language. 

Mr. William Horton Revell was appointed 
as warden in the Hokitika Gold District, 
his name being perpetuated in Revel1 Street, 
Hokitika. 

Mr. Henry followed farming, and Edward 
was secretary to the Waimakariri Harbour 
Board for many years. Mr. H. Revell, son 
of Mr. Henry Revell, has been Mayor of 
Kaiapoi and has filled with distinction many 
public positions. He still occupies the home- 
stead. 

Toward the end of her life the original 
Mrs. Revel1 had Mafeking Bridge construct- 
ed and presented it to the Borough Council 
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A NATIVE of Jersey, EDWARD BINALDI 
followed the sea and was engaged in the 

transport service to the Crimean War before 
coming to New Zealand with his wife and 
daughter on the ship "Egmont" in the year 
1862. 

On arrival in Canterbury he secured a 
position as foreman for Mr. E. J. Wright, 
wQo built the first Rangiora-Ashley bridge 
and the Rangitata bridge. 

A son, Mr. S. Rinaldi, has a fine watch 
made in 1842 which was given to his father 
by Mr. Wright. The pioneer was also a fore- 
man on the West Coast road construction 
and often used to relate that  one of his 
men returned from the diggings with S3000 
worth of gold. Mr. Rinaldi was later em- 
ployed on railway maintenance, and contin- 
ued this work until his retirement. 

C. ROBILLIABD was for m a n y  years a 
watchmaker and jeweller in Kaiapoi, 

but later moved to Ashburton. A son, Mr. 
E. Robilliard, is an  accomplished flautist, 
and assisted in the musical life of Kaiapoi 
many years ago. Another son, Pred, was in- 
terested in sport and football. Mrs. George 
McGregor is a daughter of Mr. N. C. Robil- 
liard. 



ISAAC SAWDERS: Mrs. Barnard has sup- 
plied the history of Isaac and Mrs. Saun- 

ders. This couple left England just 100 years 
ago (1841) and for some time lived in Aus- 
tralia. Mr. Saunders preceded his wife to 
New Zealand by about a year, and landed 
a t  Picton, finding his way to Kaiapoi a little 
later. The Sanders '  home was not a great 
distance from the Heney homestead, and 
they too carried on with dairy-farming. Mrs. 
Barnard states that Mrs. Saunders imported 
a sausage machine, and the first cooking 
range in Kaiapoi. 

They had about a hundred sheep a t  one 
period, but a tidal wave came across the 
sandhills and drowned nearly all. Mrs. Bar- 
nard recollects the men boiling the dead 
sheep for the tallow. 

Mrs. Sander s  regularly visited Kaiapoi, 
driving "Farmer" the bullock in a dray, and 
her dog "Lion" walking behind. On the ze- 
turn journey on one occasion, the dray and 
stores capsized into a deep drain, and "Far- 
mer" and Mrs. Saunders were rescued by 
the Heney boys. " Lion," however, guarded 
the stores so fiercely that they had to be 
left until Mr. Saunders arrived. 

In later years the couple moved into a 
new cottage on the North Road. At the gate 
was an  arch of whale-bone which Mr Saun- 

ders had found on the beach, giving the 
name "Whalebone Cottage" to the house as 
long as it existed. The bones now (1941) 
stand in the Kaiapoi Domain. 

Ã * Ã 
Ã 

HENRY STILES arrived in the late '70's 
and spent most of his working life with 

Edwin Parnham. He retired to Ashburton 
some time before his death. Mrs. J. Wyatt 
and Mrs. W. Dunn, daughters, have had 
long residence in Kaiapoi. 

Ã * Ie 

THOMAS STOREB, with his brother Ed- 
ward, was a passenger on one of the 

"First Four Ships." The first-named settled 
in the Coutts Island district, and in later 
years two sons, Thomas and Henry, and one 
daughter, Mrs. John Read, resided in or 
near Kaiapoi. Thomas Storer was a cartage 
contractor and horse breeder and "breaker." 
He had his headquarters for many years a t  
the Kaikanui stables on Ohoka Road, and 
lived in the old "emigrant barracks" on the 
corner of Peraki Street and Ohoka Road. In 
later years, Mr. Henry Storer operated a 
threshing plant from his home just off 
Sneyd Street, where his widow (see Norman 
family) still lives. Mr. Gilbert Storer is a 
son. 
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^jyiLLIAM SIMPSON (ship " Crusader," 
1883) settled in Cam Road with his 

mother, Mrs. Mary Simpson, and later mar- 
ried Miss Bannister, also of Cam Road, the 
couple residing a t  that address. Until his 
retirement a few years ago, Mr. Simpson 
was a warper a t  the Woollen Mills. In a re- 
cent chat he recalled that Good Friday used 
to be called "Farmers' Day," and some very 
exciting but humorous contests were held 
on the sand at the Beach in those far-off 
days, the "race horses" being of the draught 
type. 

A foundation member of the K.W.M.C., 
Mr. Simpson was invariably called upon a t  
the annual "smoko" to respond to the toast 
of "The Founders." Of recent years, how- 
ever, indifferent health has prevented him 
from attending these functions. 

A son, Gilbert, with Arthur Driscoll, 
achieved much success as an  oarsman dur- 
ing the years '97 to 1901, and a daughter 
was a foundation member of the famous 
Hinemoa Hockey Team. Mr. Simpson relates 
that his father-in-law, Mr. Bannister, once 
had the misfortune to fall into the Cam. 
Though over eighty years of age and heav- 
ily clothed, the old gentleman struck out for 
the farther shore and arrived a t  his home 
somewhat water-logged but otherwise none 
the worse for his misadventure. 
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OHN and JAMES STEWABT, at present 
'living a t  Christchurch, are members of the 
family which gave Stewarts Gully its name. 

In  a recent chat Mr. James Stewart said 
that his father (also James) and mother 
came to New Zealand on the ship "British 
Empire" in 1865. The family settled near 
Kaiapoi on an  area of fertile land, much of 
which was washed away when the river 
changed it course. 

The Stewart home was a cob whare, the 
treasured remains of which, in recent times, 
were destroyed by a camper because the old 
walls obstructed his view. 

"We grew oats and barley," said Mr. 
Stewart, " and the crops were cut by a 
scythe and threshed by a horse thresher. A 
hand winnowing machine cleaned the grain. 
The farm was subject to floods, and each 
one eroded a little more land, but the actual 
forming of the 'gully' was caused by two 
ad joining land owners whose farms were 
endangered, quietly making a channel 
through the sand hills. Shortly afterwards 
an  'old man' flood enabled the river to bake 
possession." 

Mr. Stewart recalled the death of his 
Uncle Donald who was killed in a trap ac- 
cident only a few chains from the present 
Stewarts Gully railway station. 
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Mr. Joseph Fantham, head of an  old Kaia- 
poi family, also lost his life in the vicinity, 
being carried away with his horse and trap 
in the swirling waters of the river. 

"There was much shipping activity in 
those days," concluded Mr. Stewart. "The 
Waimakariri served the Kaiapoi and Rangi- 
ora districts and vessels calling a t  Saltwater 
Creek carried cargoes for places further 
north such as Leithfield and Amberley." 

JN the early fifties JOHN T. STEVENSON 
arrived from Ireland on the ship "Mer- 

maid." With his wife and three ch"i1dren he 
walked over the Bridle Path and a little 
later came to Kaiapoi. 

The Stevensons were accompanied on the 
whole journey by the Carson family, and i t  
may be mentioned here that one of the Car- 
son girls married Mr. E. Bollington, and an- 
other Mr. Hawke, later M.P. for Kaiapol. 

Messrs Stevenson and Carson secured work 
on the West Coast road construction, their 
families remaining in Kaiapoi. Some months 
later the two "grass widows" were alarmed 
a t  the sight of two rough and bearded men 
approaching the house, and both women 
rushed inside and locked the doors. 

Ultimately they recognised their husbands' 
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voices and welcomed them after their long 
tramp. Mr. Stevenson was for some time 
engaged in farming on the outskirts of Kaia- 
poi and was afterwards employed a t  the 
brewery near Cam Bridge. He died in the 
1920's. Mrs. W. Tinkler and Mrs. E. Hansen 
are daughters. 

* * * 
NO volume of Kaiapoi's history would be 

complete without some mention of that 
inoffensive native nomad known as 'Tommy.' 
Child-like and gentle in disposition, this 
harmless creature accepted gif te of food, 
and often slept where night found him. I 
would that I could record here that he al- 
ways met with the same simple kindness 
from his white brethren. The practical jokes 
played on this child of Nature are better 
left out of these pages. 

Tommy had a great love for music, and 
a profound admiration for the well-known 
bandmaster, Cecil Hoskin, and for many 
years cherished an  old band cap which that 
gentleman had given him, Tommy lived to 
a great age. 

May we say as the Maori of old: 
" Pass thou along the far sands of Haumu, 

following the great path trodden bare 
by the feet of the dead, ever going 
the one way, and none returning." 
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THB recorded activities of G E O R G E 
TEMPLETON are somewhat vague, but 

it is known that somewhere about 1864 he 
arrived from Scotland in the ship "Canter- 
bury." He appears to have been included in 
the ship's personnel, but had his wife and 
three children on board. 

He is next heard of a t  Le Born Bay, his 
wife and other white women in the locality 
having a trying time, cooking over log fires 
in the open and going in fear of the numer- 
ous Maori residents. 

Evidently these fears were unfounded, as 
we are told that later the Maori people were 
"very kind to the white children." 

The Templeton family lived in another 
bay, also on the Peninsula, but their sojourn 
In Kaiapoi began when the Kaiapoi Woollen 
Company engaged Mr. Templeton-who had 
considerable knowledge of textiles-as fore- 
man miller in the Kaiapoi factory. 

For many years the family's home was in 
Raven Street, and there two Templeton boys 
lost their lives in the river. They were both 
seven years of age when the two tragedies 
occurred, being separated, however, by an  
interval of a year or two. 

Many members of the family possessed 
musical talent, and Williarn was q tower of 

strength to Kaiapoi football, excellent goal- 
kicking being a feature of his play. 

At present the widow of the pioneer sur- 
vives, though in indifferent health, a t  the 
age of 88. 

Mr. William Templeton and Mary (Mrs. 
H. Chapman) reside in Kaiapol. 

WBERT THOMPSON was a native of 
Ireland who, with his brother-in-law, Mr. 

Tom Ballantyne, built many of the suspen- 
sion bridges in the Kaiapoi district. Mr. 
Ballantyne was a close friend of Mr. Rich- 
ard John Seddon and it is related that Mr. 
Ballantyne once attended a reception to the 
Premier and took a seat well toward the 
head of the table. Probably noticing Mr. 
Ballantyne's homely dress, a pompous official 
moved him t o a  seat lower down. Upon his 
arrival Mr. Seddon looked for his old friend, 
and seeing him, called out, "Come up here, 
Tom, What are you doing down there?" 
The discomforted official had then to con- 
duct Mr. Ballantyne to a place near the 
Premier. 



W N  twelve and a half years of age ,  
FEED THOBNE was hired out to a 

farmer in Somersetsliire a t  one shilling per 
week with yearly rises and keep. At twenty- 
two he left his employment and came to 
Australia in the ship " Hespigadera," com- 
pleting his journey to New Zealand in the 
*'Te Anau." After some little time in Dune- 
din, he came to  the Woodend district and 
after working for Mr. Councell, was employ- 
ed for two and a half years a t  Weston's 
"Okair" farm, now belonging to Foster Bar- 
ker. Shortly afterwards Mr. Thorne began 
carting and contracting in Kaiapoi, continu- 
ing the former until his death. A volume on 
the life of this Christian gentleman could 
be written. Slight in build, he was neverthe- 
less the very personification of energy, and 
to spite of his large reading contracts and 
farming activities he found time to serve 
long terms as  councillor and deputy-Mayor 
of Kaiapoi, president of the Farmers' Union, 
and member of many other local bodies. A 
loyal and keen Methodist, Mr. Thorne sup- 
ported his church with the same vigour 
which characterised all his actions. He mar- 
ried Jane, youngest daughter of the pioneers 
James and Samh Baker of the ship " Cres- 
sy." Mr. and Mrs. Thorne spent a great por- 
tion of their lives in the Baker home in 
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Otaki Street, where Mrs. Thome still xe- 
sides. Their children, Elsie (Mrs. D. Ross) 
and William Thorne, live in Ghristchurch. 

W L L I A M  THUBLOW was a fellow pas- 
senger of Messrs. Butt and McAllister 

on the "Herefordshire." Mr. Thurlow took 
little part in the public life of Kaiapoi, but 
was engaged in the boot trade, his premises 
being in Hansen's building, Oookson Street. 
In later years he was occupied in financial 
and property deals. A son, William, also re- 
sided in Kaiapoi a t  the beginning of the 
century, and after a prolonged absence in 
the North Island, retired here some time be- 
fore his death. His widow now resides a t  
North Road, and his son, also William, lives 
in Hastings, Hawkes Bay. 
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WILLIAM WALTER WAITES arrived in 
the "Metropolis," 1863. In need of a 

pilot, the " Metropolis " waited off Lyttelton 
Heads for three weeks before the captain in 
desperation accepted the offer of one of his 
crew to take the ship into harbour. With 
great skill and speed the man sailed the 
vessel to the anchorage. This sailor was over 
sixty years of age, but had been on a whal- 
ing ship in his youth and remembered row- 
ing up the Avon, a shot gun firing continu- 
ally from the bow to scare the Maori people. 
He alleged, also, that in those very early 
times, it was possible to row a boat from 
the Estuary to Lake Ellesmere. Mr. Waites 
was a landscape gardener, and was employ- 
ed for a period by Grovenor Miles in Christ- 
church. Eventually he  settled in Kaiapoi, 
where he retained his interest in gardening. 
The writer can remember Mr. Waites' dis- 
may when hundreds of people tramped over 
his cultivation after the Cheviot earthquake,. 
This public curiosity was caused by a rift in 
the garden which, during the quake, had 
sent up geysers of mud. 

Mr. Waites' death occurred about 1917. 
His son Richard, and the two Misses 

Waites, reside in Kaiapoi a t  the time of 
writing. 
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,THOMAS WILSON was a passenger to New 
Zealand in the ship "Merrydale," 1877. 

He was seventeen years of age on coming to 
Kaiapoi, and had served seven years a t  sea 
as ship's boy. He -married Miss Jane Kerr, 
and was employed by the Kaiapoi Woollen 
Company for twenty-two years. During the 
early part of his period a t  the mill, only 
three carding sets and two warp mills were 
in use and the tentering was done on frames 
in the open air. 

Mr. Wilson was a n  expert in the art of 
clog dancing and held classes in the dance 
hall of the Kaikanui Hotel in Peraki Street 
and later in the two-storey house adjacent 
to Keetley's foundry. During a recent visit 
to Kaiapoi Mr. Wilson, who now lives in the 
North Island, recounted another incident of 
Mr. Tom Ballantyne and Mr. Richard John 
Seddon. The Premier arrived a t  Kaiapoi 
railway station and on seeing his old West- 
land mate, passed a note into his hand and 
told him to take his friend (Mr. WiIson) 
for a drink. W e  adjourned to the Pier," 
said Mr. Wilson. 




