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QEORGE GORDON BYRON was prob- 
ably best known in the Kaiapoi district 

as roadman in the employ of the Eyreton 
Road Board. His witty and genial conversa- 
tion made him popular with everyone; his 
care of the roads and other matters under 
his charge reflected credit on him a t  all 
times. 

Mr. Byron was born in London, and came 
to Wellington in the early days of that 
settlement. During his life, he used to re- 
late that his wife was much alarmed by the 
Wellington natives entering their home in 
order to gaze into a very fine mirror which 
the family had brought out from England. 
There were constant calls by the Maoris 
wishing to grimace before this wonder, and 
this annoyance was partly responsible for 
the Byron family coming to Canterbury. 

Mr. Byron was employed for some time as 
"striker" a t  the' Andersen's smithy in Charles 
Street. He became a firm friend of Mr. J. 
Simms, the well-known merchant of Kaia- 
poi's early days. Mr. Byron died in 1918. 
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i MR. -S, BENNETT arrived in the "Cressy" 
1 and was employed about Kaiapoi on 
! various works for improvement of the settle- 

l ment. He died in the late fifties. A son, 
William, was a pit sawyer in the Church 

? Bush. Another son, Steven, came to New 
, Zealand with his father and was employed 

a t  Ellen's fellmongery a t  Askeaton until 
1880, when he was taken on the staff of 

i the Kaiapoi Woollen Mills. He died in 1935. 
1 

1 >CHARLES BENNETT, a son of Steven 
Bennett, is a South African War veteran, 

and is well known in Kaiapoi as an  enthus- 
i iastic Volunteer, a church worker, and lodge 

I official. 
* * * * 

W. BLAKELEY, born March, 1861. He 
'* zrrived in New Zealand with his parents 
in July, 1880. He was for many years organ- 
ist of St. Bartholomew's Church in Kaiapoi, 
band master of the Kaiapoi Brass Band, and 
also acted as bugler for the Volunteers. He 
was for many years Carding Forema,n of the 
night shift a t  the Kaiapoi Woollen Mills. 
Later he followed the profession of music 
teacher. 
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ABKAHAM BLAKELEY, son of Reuben 
Blakeley, has given his services freely to 

Kaiapoi over a great many years. He was 
organist a t  the Methodist Church, and con- 
ductor of orchestral societies. A son, Mr. 
Austin Blakeley, is a well known Kaiapoi 
business man. 

Re , BLAKELEY, born Batley, Yorkshire, 
England, May 8th, 1834. Was organist 

for many years of the Methodist Zion 
Chapel of this town, and composer of many 
anthems and hymns for Sunday School An- 
niversary Services. He left England with 
Mrs. Blakeley, one daughter and two sons, 
in April, 1880, in the ship " Mallowdale," 
arriving in Port Chalrners after a voyage of 
only ninety-seven days. From there he went 
to Timaru and five months later moved to 
Kaiapoi, taking up the position of organist 
a t  the Wesleyan Methodist Church, devoting 
much time to, the composition of church 
music and anthems. As a music teacher.. 
conductor of bands, and a composer of gIee 
tunes he was a definite asset to Kaiapoi. 
He died on April lst, 1904 
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("'HABLES BKOCKELBANK emigrated from 
Lincolnshire, England, in 1874, arriving 

a t  Lyttelton with his wife and three child- 
ren in the ship "Rakaia." After a stay in 
"immigrant barracks " the family came to 
Kaiapoi and the parents secured a position 
as married couple with Mr. E. Parnham. 

Some years later Mr. Brockelbank bought 
a small acreage a t  Hassall's Ford, where he 
had lived while in Mr. Parnham's service. 

A more modern house was placed on the 
propertay, and there the family grew up, the 
parents remaining in the home until Mr. 
Brockelbank's death in 1917. His widow sur- 
vived him by nine years. In  Canterbury the 
compiler of this book is the only surviving 
member of the original family, but there 
are several grandchildren of the pioneer liv- 
ing in Kaiapo?, 

SUPERVISING the removal of river spoil, 
deposited by a drag-line, Mr. Len Mc- 

Allister picked up a ring which he had lost 
in the river during the Great War, over 20 
years previously. The trinket was embedded 
In a small portion of mud left after thou- 
sands of cubic yards had been shifted, 
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ALFRED TURNER BRUNDELL In a diary 
writes:- " I  married and departed 

with my better half to Canterbury, New 
Zealand. We embarked at  the East India 
Docks in the ship "Wm. Hyde " on the 12th 
October, 1851, and landed a t  Lyttelton on 
5th February, 1852. I n  May, 1855, Mr. Wm. 
Denne asked me to go mates with him as a 
sawyer to Kaiapoi Maori Bush as there were 
a pair of sawyers there whom he knew." 

To get to Kaiapoi he says: " I arrived a t  
the River and the Ferry Boat, paid my fare. 
and went onward to the North Branch of 
the Waimak. where there was a ferry where 
the bridge now stands. Kaiapoi township 
was just formed then. The Government gave 
it the name of Gladstone but the public 
would not acknowledge it. They were deter- 
mined to keep the Maori name. On I went 
and I saw two houses with a patch of bush 
attached, but a river, the Cam, divided them 
from me. I little thought then that I should 
be the owner of a 20-acre section between 
them. The two houses belonged to Mr. 
Sydey and Mr. Welch. The Maori Bush was 
further on and I eventually found my mates. 
The scene before me was new and novel and 
I was about to commence a new era in our 
married life. I now became a bushman and 
had to learn the mysteries of the bush from 

Above-Mr. and Mrs. Jamet Baker. Ship "Creisy," 1850.  
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wood-spli t ting to shingle-spli t ting." 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruirdell both lived to be 

over 70, leaving when they died one son, 
Mr. H. A. Brimdell, and two daughters, Mrs. 
C. Young and Mrs. W. Milligan. 

T H E  older generation remembers DAVID 
BROWN as being in business in the old 

Middleton Hotel building subsequent to that 
establishment losing its licence. A provision 
business was carried on in the front part of 
the building, and a billiard saloon was con- 
ducted in the rear portion. I t  may be of 
Interest to mention that the local brass band 
held practice in a room adjacent to the 
billiard room. 

The Middleton Hotel site is now covered 
by the buildings of Blackwells Ltd. 

Mr. Brown's father was a wheelwright and 
assisted a t  Baker and Kirk's smithy in 
Raven Street, about two chains west of High 
Street. 

Xr. Reg. Brown, the well-known Christ- 
church city councillor, is a son of Mr. David 
Brown, and Gus, another son, has spent the 
greater part of his life in America, where 
he still resides. 

Mrs. Geo. Begg (nee Estelle Brown) is a 
daughter. 
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LIAM BURNIP arrived in Canterbury - the early fifties and for some time 
worked in partnership with Mr. Chas. Oram 
in Church Bush, the timber being cut by the 
pit-saw method. This was floated down the 
Cam River to Kaiapoi. 

Mr. Burnip was a foundation member of 
the Ariel (later named Cure) Rowing Club, 
The champion crew comprised R. M. and J. 
Wright, W. Burnip, and R. H. Matthews. 
Mr Burxip became a successful hotel-keeper 
and Mr. Jack Jones in his reminiscences of 
early sport speaks of football dinners held 
a t  Burnip's (Middleton) Hotel. Mr. Jones 
remarks that the dinners were the financial 
concern of the losers of the match. 

Commenting on the death of Mr. Burnip 
many years ago, the "Lyttelton Times" says: 
"He was a helpful friend to his comrades 
and a man of such genial character as to 
have the respect and esteem of all with 
whom he came in contact." 

A son, Mr. J. Burnip, lives in Kaiapoi, and 
a daughter, Mrs. F. J. Taylor, resides a t  the 
Pines a t  the time of writing. 
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THOMAS CAPJiL arrived in the "fifth ship" 
the "Castle of Eden," 1851. His son Ed- 

ward is said to have been the first white 
child born in Kaiapoi, but this is not cer- 
tain. Ted," as  he was known, was a man 
of strength and energy, and some fantastic 
tales have been told of his speed in potato 
digging and other arduous occupations. The 
writer saw Mr. Capil fill a dray with shingle 
in the same time as two men filled another, 
and this when he was well over sixty. Mr. 
Capil still resides in Peraki Street, where 
the greater part of his life has been spent. 
Mr. John Capil, another son of the pioneer, 
a t  one time lived in Kaiapoi. 

IT is related of Mr. H. R. Butcher that 
during a heavy flood in the Eyre River, 

he had instructed his sons to work their 
hardest to save the threatened stock of 
wool, and then, the day being Sunday, had 
harried to Clarkville to take a church ser- 
vice. He was rather taken aback to find 
that the first lesson set for him contained 
the Ten Commandments. Mr. Butcher was 
t!qual to the occasion and adroitly skipped 
the passage forbidding work on the Sab- 
bath Day. 



36 Old Xaiapoi 

W L L I A M  CATTERMOLE arrived In the 
"Lady Nugent" in 1851. An enthusiastic 

gardener, he brought a box of seeds and gar- 
den tools wit.h him, of which a rake is still 
cherished by the family. Mr. Cattermole 
was the first farmer to grow peas on the 
Ashley Downs. Moving to Kaiapoi he con- 
tinued his gardening and on one occasion 
was much puzzled by a new plant grown 
from seed sent to him from England. Dr. 
Overdon was able to identify the plant as 
the tomato. Mr. Cattermole died about 1880. 
His son John engaged in farm work, and 
also worked for Mr. R. Evans. He retired to 
Kaiapoi before his death. Mr. John Catter- 
mole's children living in Kaiapoi a t  the time 
of writing are: Mrs. Blackburn, Mrs. Capil, 
and Mr. Ben Cattermole. 

Jy iRING the Great War, a Kaiapoi concert 
party was giving a programme in a 

country hall. Mr. Reg. Brown, a member of 
the "circle," was laughing very heartily a t  
some joke of a " corner-man " when the 
legs of his chair slipped off the back edge 
of the improvised stage, and Mr. Brown dis- 
appeared in a cloud of dust. Luckily the 
popular Reg. was none the worse for his 
fall, 
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A T. CLARK came to New Zealand in 1860 
and as a wool sorter was employed a t  

J. Ellen's works a t  Askeaton, these works 
being a mile downstream from Kaiapoi. He 
is perhaps best remembered as a sorter a t  . 
the Woollen Mills. 

I t  is interesting to record that Mr. Clark's 
brother was the first schoolmaster in Kaia- 
poi and preceded Mr. Mathews. A keen fire- 
man, Volunteer, and Bandsman, Mr. A. T. 
d a r k  was naturally ver? well known. He 
married a sister of Mr. Richard Moore, 
M.L.C., the well-known poll'iician. He left a 
daughter and two sons, Ed-th, Fred and A. 
E. W. da rk .  

REPLYING to a toast proposed a t  a Kaia- 
pol social gathering recently, the Mayor 

of Christchurch (Mr. Andrews) said: " I  
used to be a schoolmaster, and remember on 
one occasion asking the children what Kaia- 
poi was noted for. Naturally expecting the 
answer, 'Woollen Goods,' I was surprised 
when one youngster said, 'Tuppenny beers, 
sir.' I had heard, of  course, that ale was 
retailed cheaply here in the old days, but 
had no idea that the circumstance had put 
Kaiapoi on the map." 
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AMES CLARKE left Northern Ireland 
a n d  arrived in Kaiapoi in the early sixties. 
He was an  expert well sinker and many 
wells in use a t  present were driven by Mr. 
Clarke. 

With three sons assisting he became wide- 
ly known as a contractor for the removal 
and renovation of houses. The black pine 
frames were re-covered with new weather 
boards and linings and many buildings so 
treated are still in good condition. In later 
years Mr. Clarke's father, William Clarke, 
also came to Kaiapoi. 

Messrs. James, William, Sam, and Gordon 
are perhaps the better known of the pioneer's 
sons, and two daughters, Mrs. J. Rice and 
Mrs. J. Borrell, reside in the town. 

0 

PROBABLY the largest eel ever caught in 
the streams of the Kaiapoi district was 

landed by Mr. Archie Gray near the Swing 
Bridge in 1924. The eel weighed 32 pounds 
and when hung up measured the height ol 
an average man. 
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EDWARD CLOTHIER was an  early settler 
in Clarkville and had his home on the 

corner of the "Islandyy Road-now usually 
referred to as Clarkville Road and Smalley's 
Road. 

He died in the Christchurch Hospital 
while still a young man and it is known that  
his wife used to walk from Clarkville to 
Christchurch to see her sick husband. 

A son, Mr. Ben Clothier, has resided in 
the North Road settlement, Kaiapoi, for 
many years. Born in 1862, Mr. Clothier has 
memories of Clarkville's early days when 
me  farming methods were of a most prim,- 
tive character. 

He was associated for a great many sea- 
sons with Messrs Holland and Giles' thresh- 
ing mill and saw fche gradual improvement 
from the portable engine and horse drawn 
plant to the fast, modem machine. 



DURING the Crimean War of 1854, WIL- 
LIAM COUP, with his family, left 

England in the ship "Merchantman," and 
on his arrival here touE up land extending 
from Ohoka Road to Glarkville. Some little 
time after the death of his wife in 1868 Mr. 
Coup embarked on tte wool ship "Glen- 
mark" bound for England but subsequent 
to her departure from Lyttelton nothing was 
ever heard of the vessel. Two sons remained 
in Kaiapoi, Mr. George giving the family 
name to Coup's Terrace. The other son, 
Robert, was a shareholder in the reconstruc- 
tion of the Kaiapoi Woollen Coy. and also 
had extensive farming interests. He was an 
excellent marksman and descendants still 
retain his trophies won in competitions. The 
following anecdote is related of Mr. Coup: 
He was a keen member of the school com- 
mittee and while on his way to a meeting 
one dark night, was hurled into a ditch by 
a cyclist riding on the footpath in Peraki 
Street. The victim mentioned the matter 
the police and, setting a trap a few nights 
later, the constable's first catch on the foot- 
path was not Mr. Coup's assailant but his 
son Arthur. 
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HN DUNN was born in Porlock, Somer- 
s e t .  A stonemason by trade, Mr. Dunn 
worked on the arching of the Lyttelton tun- 
nel, the building of the Cathedral, Museum, 
and other buildings. His children were Rob- 
ert, Walter, and Ellen (Mrs Taylor, Cheviot). 
The Rev. Raven is said to have been a fel- 
low passenger of Mr. Dunn's. 

ROBERT DUNN was a borough councillor 
of Kaiapoi for eighteen years, and a 

Harbour Board member for nine years, ser?- 
i n g  also on the Fire Board and the School. 
Committee. He was a pioneer week-end 
resident a t  the Pines. One daughter, Mrs. 
Cattermole, lives in Kaiapoi, and a brother, 
Walter, lives in retirement in Charles Street. 

Since writing the above, Mr. Dunn has 
passed away a t  his home in Sewell Street. 



42 Old SKaiapoi 

OSEPH and THOMAS DRABBLE came 
to New Zealand in the ship " British 

Crown" and settled in Kaiapoi. In later 
years these pioneers used to recall that land 
near the town was for sale a t  61- per acre. 
Joseph subsequently worked for Moore 2nd 
Evans, Thomas conducting a coal business 
at the railway station. In a recent conversa- 
tion Mr. J. Drabble of Sneyd Street recount- 
ed some early incidents. "My father," he 
said, "was helping to load the 'Kestrel' with 
wheat and when carrying it aboard fell, 
with his bag, into the river. George McAlis- 
ter dived in and brought the old Dad out, 
and Captain Taylor stripped off and plunged 
In after the wheat." 

Speaking of his own childhood Mr Drabble 
said: "We used to live up the North Road 
towards Woodend, and one day I found a 
skull in Moody's sandhills. Our people were 
having dinner when I got home, and I 
dumped the skull on the table. I was proud 
of my find but all I got out of it was a pair 
of boxed ears." 

The parents of the two pioneer brothers 
also spent the latter years of their lives m 
Kaiapoi. 
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PERCY EDMONDS was a son of George 
Edmonds, who arrived in Lyttelton in 

1864. The former was born while his parents 
were in quarantine, the family moving t o  
Kaiapoi a little later. As a boy Mr. Edmonds 
attended Mathew's school, and, his school- 
ing days over, began work a t  the Woollen 
Mills where he was employed for over fifty 
years. He was a very fine footballer, gain- 
ing representative honours, and he retained 
his interest in the game throughout his life. 
A man of genial temperament, Mr. Edmonds 
was universally liked, and though he was 

. an invalid during the last years of his life 
he had a bright smile for all his friends and 
acquaintances. 

f^-EOBGE ALFRED ELLEN was born a t  
Baaham, Kent, and came to Kaiapoi 

about 1878. Mr. Ellen was an  ardent Church 
and Sunday School worker. A lover of music, 
his family orchestra was In demand for 
socials and concerts. The children were 
Horace, Blanche (Mrs. C o r n  Estelle (Mrs. 
Evans), Prank, Alice, Myra, Ralph, Gladys, 
Katie (Mrs. Gullet), and Doris. 
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JOHN and BOBEKT HARPER arrived in 
New Zealand by the " Royal Stuart " in 

1854, a third brother, James, following some 
years later. For some time John operated a 
carrying service by bullock team from the 
crossing a t  Courtney (now Empire Bridge) 
to Eyreton. 

A son of James Harper had a blacksmith's 
shop nearly opposite Carew Street. 

Robert had two sons, David and Arthur. 
Arthur ("Arts") was an  expert angler. He 
resided for most of his life in Ohoka Road. 

David also lived in Kaiapoi, his two 
daughters being Sister Harper and Mrs. Jim 
Thompson. 

BENJAMIN A N D  MRS. HEALD came to 
New Zealand by the "Egmont," ar- 

riving a t  Wellington in 1855. They had been 
married only six months before sailing from 
England. Mr. Heald went to Auckland later 
to make the bell for the first Parliament 
House. For some time they lived up the 
Camside, and then took a farm a t  Ohoka. 
Mr. Heald died leaving a young family, but 
Mrs. Heald lived to with three months of 
her 100th birthday. Their children were Mrs. 
John Bradley, Mr. Wm. Heald, Mr. Edmund 
Heald, and Mrs. H. A. Brundell. 
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TAMES HOLLAND arrived in New Zealand 
on the ship "Mermaid," 1868, and was 

for a time employed by Mr. Marmaduke 
Dixon. In  the early "70's Mr. Holland pur- 
chased the farm property now occupied by 
the Kaiapoi Freezing Works. The area was 
originally owned by a Mr. Lock, the name 
"Lock's Point " being given to the point of 
land a t  the confluence of the north and 
south branches of the Waimakariri. Mr. 
Holland retained the property until it was 
purchased by the Freezing Company. 

A son (also James) tells the following, as 
related by Mr. R. H. Matthews many years 
ago : 

' On a small area opposite " Askeaton," 
known in the old days as 'Harris' Island,' 
an  illicit spirit still operated, and cask whis- 
key from the "plant" was periodically taken 
to a Christchurch hotel. The valuable and 
potent liquor was cleverly concealed in the 
centre of a dray-load of firewood and tipped 
in the hotel yard without arousing sus- 
picion." 

Though living elsewhere, the pioneer's 
sons are still remembered here and a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. J. OYNeil, has resided permanently 
in Kaiapoi, 
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MBS. JOHNSON arrived to the late '70's 
on the ship " Hurunui " and made her 

home in Kaiapoi. Her family of four sons 
and six daughters became the centre of the 
musical and cultural life of the town. Their 
names were Tom, Cam, Alf, Jim, and the 
daughters who married later, Mesdames 
Leithead, Perrot, Parnham, Wilson, Pashby, 
and Burrows, are well remembered by pres- 
ent elderly residents. 

Some members of the family are mention- 
ed elsewhere in this volume, and it is inter- 
esting to record that Miss Zena Johnson, a 
greatgrandchild of the pioneer lady, is now 
frequently heard in the children's sessions 
of the radio programmes. The picturesque 
Johnson home in Otaki Street is occupied 
and still to good order. 

T)AVID HENEY left Belfast, Ireland, In 
1859. The voyage out was marred by an  

outbreak of scarlatina on the ship. Mr. 
Heney was a "handy man" and assisted in 
building the first Pier Hotel and other pre- 
mises. The better known of his children in 
Kaiapoi were Tom (carrier), David (caterer) 
and Mrs. Barnard. Mr. Heney died a t  Oust 
in 1898. 
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CAPTAIN JOHNSON was born in Stock- 
holm, Sweden, and came to New Zealand 

as a young man. He was "skipper" of vari- 
ous vessels trading to Kaiapoi and owned by 
Mr. Sirnms. Captain Johnson was a typical 
jolly seaman and was a well-known figure 
i n  Kaiapoi during the shipping era. He lost 
his life somewhere off Motunau Island while 
bringing a fishing launch to Lyttelton. (The 
launch was not heard of again.) 

His home was in Charles Street, his son 
and daughter still residing there. 

* * * Ã 

ANDREW JOHNSTON arrived a t  Port 
Chalmers on the ship " Maria Band l' in 

1874 and after some service with the Mos- 
giel Woollen Coy. came to the Kaiapoi Mills. 
occupying for forty years the position of 
foreman carder. His father came to New 
Zealand later and lost his life by drowning 
in the Cam River. 

A son, Mr. John Johnston, is a t  the time of 
writing filling his late father's position a t  
the Kaiapoi Mills. Mr. Johnson died in 1938, 
having in his useful life filled many offices 
in various societies and clubs in the town. 

Other of his children identified with Kaia- 
poi are Mrs. Geering, Mrs. Prank Richards. 
and Mrs. A. Purdie, 



MRS. JOSLEN, who died this year, was 
probably the best-known and esteemed 

resident of Sneyd Street, having lived there 
for well over half a century. 

She arrived with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith, In the early sixties. Though 
shy of publicity, Mrs. Joslen was universally 
liked for her neighbourly kindness and 
happy disposition. 

A brother, Mr. Chas. Smith, was a well- 
known fisherman, who camped a t  Kairaki 
and rowed up to the town as occasion de- 
manded. 

In earlier years Mr. Smith was an engine- 
driver, and the writer remembers him In 
attendance on the old "portable" type of 
engine used with early threshing machines. 

Several of Mrs. Joslen's children are liv- 
ing in or near Kaiapoi. 

* * * ft 

P L U M  JONES, born In Wales, came to 
Lyttelton to work on the construction 

of the tunnel, but later had a farm a t  
Stewarts Gully. Died a t  the beginning of 
the twentieth century. Mr. William Jones's 
son John was born at  Lyttelton in 1862 and 
spent most of his life in Kaiapoi. He has a 
lively recollection of early football matches 
and was a member of the Stewarts Gully 
Football Club. His children include Mes- 
dames GoUlster, Inwood, and Fahey. 
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OSEPH KEETLEY (ship " Mystery," 1859) ' operated an  iron-works in Peraki Street 
on the site now known as Keetley's Corner. 
I t  seems difficult to realise today that this 
foundry ever existed, but in the early days 
six fires roared in the brick building close 
to the Peraki Street railway crossing. There, 
the first iron ploughs were made, side deliv- 
eries were assembled, innumerable harrows 
were constructed, and horses shod. The busi- 
ness having faded out, Mr. Thomas Keetley, 
a son, used the building as  a blacksmith's 
shop, and it continued so until the general 
use of motor-vehicles forced it out of exist- 
ence. Nothing now remains of that  old-time 
hive of industry except a miserable board 
bearing the legend, " Keetley's Corner," a 
poor monument indeed to the strenuous ef- 
forts of those toilers of long ago. 

* * * * 
CHARLES LOUIS as a lad deserted his 

ship and lived in or about Kaiapoi for 
the remainder of his life. A native of France, 
Mr. Louis was an  excellent cook, and it is 
related that a member of a threshing mach- 
ine crew complained of his cooking, but Mr. 
Louis, being of powerful physique, confront- 
ed the Â¥finick one and demanded that he 
eat or take the consequences. The man ate. 

Mrs. Ben. Cattermole is a daughter of Mr; 
Louis. 



MICHAEL LYNSKEY was one of Kaiapol's 
most popular school-teachers. His father, 

also Michael Lynskeyl was for a long time 
clerk of the Court here. For many years Mr. 
Lynskey junr. taught the fourth standard, 
where his lucid methods of teaching and 
kindly manner endeared him to his pupils. 
"Mick," as the children affectionately re- 
ferred to him, had a firm belief in exercise 
as a road to health, and the boys were all 
expected to do a t  least some simple teat on 
trapeze rings or the horizontal bar. In  sum- 
mer the older boys were taken by this popu- 
lar teacher to "Lock's Point," and instructed 
in the art of swimming. 

Mr. Lynskey later became an  inspector 
and now lives in retirement in Timaru. 

At a school reunion some years ago a queue 
had to be formed to allow the old scholars 
to shake hands with their erstwhile mentor. 

Other teachers in the Lynskey family were 
James (for many years "head" a t  Petone), 
and Miss Annie. The latter must not be 
confused with another lady of the same 
name but a daughter of Mr. William Lyn- 
skey. This lady has but recently retired from 
the profession on account of ill-health. 

GEORGE McALLISTER left England for 
New Zealand in the ship "Herefordshire" 

in 1879, his father being sail-maker on the 
ship. Mr. McAllister, senr,, did not stay in 
New Zealand. 

Mr. G. McAllister later married a daughter 
of Mr. Ben. Packwood, well-known pioneer 
contractor. He was skilled in the handling 
of yachts, his services being much in demand 
for sailing races. As a sailor, Mr. McAllister 
made occasional trips in the "Kestral" when 
the vessel was short-handed. I t  is related 
that he rowed a small punt from Lyttelton 
to Kaiapoi, a feat few would dare to attempt. 

A keen member of the Caledonian Society. 
Mr. McAllister is well remembered as in con- 
trol of the Society's popular and well-man- 
aged monthly dances. 

Mr. Joseph and Mr. Len. McAllister are 
sons and Mrs. W. Hart is a daughter. Their 
father died in 1940. 



AS a young man, BENJAMIN MONK ar- 
rived in New Zealand during the year 

1858 and was later well-known as an  hotel 
keeper: He kept the hotel a t  Felton's Perry 
at the end of White's (now Empire) Bridge, 
and it is thought that he had an interest 
In the ferry business also. Mr. Monk was 
licensee of the Sneyd Arms Hotel, a many- 
gabled building a t  the north end of Sneyd 
Street, and he owned the Kaikanui Hotel in 
Peraki Street, the latter having a dance hall 
attached. All these places have now disap- 
peared. 

A son, Mr. James Monk, was a well-known 
resident who died in 1903, and a grandson, 
James Ernest, after whom Monk's Parade a t  
the Pines was named, lives on the North 
Road a t  the time of writing, and is well- 
known for his sporting activities. 

Mr. Ray Monk, a son of the last-named, is 
foreman carpenter a t  the Woollen Mills. 
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DANIEL McRORIE and his wife arrived 

in Nelson during 1879 but finding little 
work there came to Kaiapoi. He was employ- 
ed for some time in Milsom's aerated water 
factory which, i t  is interesting in record, was 
in operation on a site in Clarkville Road in 
still earlier times. 

The writer remembers Mr. McRorie as  a 
genial old gentleman of florid complexion, 
his liking for a pinch of snuff being some- 
thing of a novelty in Kaiapoi. His snuff-box 
is still cherished by his descendants. It,& of 
considerable interest to state here that ]Mr. 
McRorie's sister Helen was nurse to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt during his infancy. A recent 
article in a Toronto paper dealt with Miss 
McRoriels care of the future President. 

Five daughters, Mrs  R. Clothier, Mrs, D. 
M u ~ P ~ Y ,  and the Misses Jessie, AUison, and 
Ellen are well-known in Kaiapoi. 




